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TO 

PHILIP STEPHENS, EsQe 

SECRETARY TO THE ADMIRALTY, 

REPRESENTATIVE IN PARLIAMENT FOR THE 

TOWN AND PORT OF SANDWICH. 

AND 
FELLOW OF THE ROYAL SpaETY. 

SIR, 

THE prote£iion and patronage with which 
you have been pleafed to honour the following 
ihects, are too valuable, too flattering to my- 
felf, to be concealed from the world ; were 
you left known and efteemed than you are, I 
might proceed to recapitulate thofe more 
ierious obligations which bind me, in com- 
mon with the reft of my countrymen, to 
re(peft and admire your charafter. 

But the general notoriety, Sir, of your 

public fervices makes fuch a detail unnecef- 

iary from any individual, while the uniform 
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teftimony which men -of all ranks and all 
parties have born to your abilities and integrity, 
would render the fmalkft attempt af a c6nl- 
petent applaufe, from fo humble a pen as mine, 
fulfome to the public and troubleibme to 
yourfelf. 

1 have the honor to be, 
SIR, 
your moft obedient 

and moft humble fervanfc. 






JOHN CHARNOCK* 
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PREFACE. 



THAT particular influence which frequently 
fways the human mind, and has been^ in 
moderi^ timesj generally dillinguifhed by the 
ivell-known phrafe, popular opinion, has^ pro^ 
bably, proved a greater impediment to hiftorical 
truth dhan even that venerable fcepticifm which 
attends antiquity, and invplves, in Jo f leafing a 
4oubt and oifcurii^j, the events of ages long finc^ 
paft. 

The birth and nurture of this monftcr in lite^ 
rature has fo roufed and encouraged the labours 
toth of calumny and panegyric, that it is a matter 
Qf fome difficulty to decide which has been the 
moil ingenious, fpirited and indefatigable. The 
more e^ftilted the rank, and meritorious the fer* 
vice of any particular perfonage, the greater 
extent does he furnilh for thofe lifts in which 
the tournament is to be held for theeftablifhment 
or deftruftion of his pofthumous reputation. 

The event of this conteft might be expefted to 
produce truth, but this is not invariably the cafe; 
and it has become a very grievous tafk to fu- 
perfede thofe decrees which, however unjuft they 
rnty be, the authors of them endeavour to pro- 
pagate as fixt and immutable, at the fame time 
tlicy wifli to imprcfs the idea, and, indeed, uni- 
vcrfal belief of their candour and propriety. 

A 4 It 
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viii PREFACE. 

It probably would be, in fomc refpcd:s» a wife 
and wholcfome adl of literary legiflature, were it 
exprefly to forbid, under pain of being everbft- 
ingly configned to moths and book-worms, any 
promulgation of opinion as to individual merits 
or delinquency, till time had mellowed the afpe« 
rity of prejudice, as well as cooled the warmth 
of partiality and private friendftiip ; for it is a 
certain and ferious truth, that among the worft 
means of .attaining a true knowledge of a man*f 
charadler, are the accounts written of him during 
his life, or foon after his deceafe. On the other 
hand, to the rifk of aflerting what never cxifted, 
by placing an implicit confidence in reports or 
opinions which time has eftabliflied as truths, 
we may add the danger of omitting many im- 
portant fadls which really did happen. Thefe 
are' perpetually occurring, and prefenting them- 
felves to us in thofe inmoft recefles of private 
life which biography, delights fo much in ex- 
ploring; fo that it may, with tolerable propriety, 
be compared to a painting on which frefli touches 
arc daily beftowed, as they appear neceflary to 
the connoifleur, or ftrike the fancy of the artift, 
who fcarcely ever knows how to fay, with fatif- 
faftion tohimfelf, that his labours are fully com- 
pleatei . 

After this Ihort apology for any omiffions or 
inaccuracies that may be difcovered in thecourfe 
of the following iheets,'it is neceflary to acquaint 
the reader with fome peculiar difficulties under, 
which this work labours, in order to refcue its 
author from an imputation of negled, which, 
without a knowledge of thofe circumftances, he 
might, perhaps, be charged with. 

Among thofe who have attained the rank of 
naval commanders fince the rcftoraticm^ the 

period 
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PREFACE. ix 

period ivhen our hittory commences, there arc 
msbiy of whom it has been utterly impoffible to 
colled any particulars or account^ except a mere 
lift of their u^veral appointments and promotions ; 
norivill this be wondered at by the reader, when 
he is informed that, in the twenty-eight yeara 
which intervened between the reftoration and 
revolution, we find a greater number of perfons 
ading as commanders in the navy, than in the 
fixty years that followed the abdication of James 
the Second. 
This circumftance which, till explained, may 

Spear lingular to fome, is eaiily accounted for J 
^ery perfon intrufted with the command of a 
vefiel, however fmall and infignificant it might 
be, immediately ranked as a commander or 
captain ; and there does not appear to have been 
any material diftindion previous to the revolu- 
tion between the captain of a firft rate and the 
moft inconfiderable floop in the royal navy. 
There was not, at this time, any fixt eftabliih« 
ment of rank, fo that we have frequent inftancea 
of commanders who, after having aded as admi« 
rals with the higheft reputation, returned, with-*^ 
out dilgrace, to the rank of private captains ; and 
of captains, who having ferved many years itl 
that ftation, did not think it at all derogatory to* 
their charaders to become again lieutenants. 

Ptomotions and alterations of command were, 
at that time, when compared with the prefent 
ufage, almoft incredibly rapid, fo that thofe com-- 
mimons which have, in a variety of inftances, 
entitled perfons to a place in the following ver^ 
honoulable lift, have, perhaps, been enjoyed for 
a lew days only. Every officer who was ap-» 
pdnted what is now denominated '' affing,** or, 
to fpeak intelligibly to perfons not acquainted 
9 with 
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3C PJREFAClg. 

vfkh the technical terms of the feryice* i tdtOpfi^ 
rary commander, z$ is ftill frequently the cafei 
Jiarticularly after an aAion, is given as an actual 
captain ; and it has not been polTible M dif^ 
criminate one from the other previous to tb^ 
revolution. 

Anecdotes of the public ferviccof officers can-* 
not be expected in time of- profound peaccf-' 
This is another circumftance that abridges the 
lives of a multitude to the iirhple enumeration 
and recital of their feveral commands^, all ivhich. 
would have bcenjhferted merely as notes had it 
beea poflible to have done it uotformly, without, 
the greatcft inconvenience and interruption to 
the lives of thofe, whofe good fortune, length oi 
ief vice, and gallantry has enabled us to render the 
account of them more interefting, 
. As it is not the fortune of every man lo have 
tittt opportunity of diftinguifhing himfelf, which 
is ncceirary to the acquisition of high renown* 
there have been feVeral commanders who have 
attained the moft elevated rank in the fervice^ 
and With the greateft intrinfio honour, without 
actpairing that fame which has indelibly eftab^ 
liihed the chara(5):ers of others ; yet are tbefe men 
not A, .tittle lefs ^ entitled to the thanks and ap-^ 

{ilaufe of their countrymen.. But, as in civil 
ife, honour and troops of friends ufually attend 
prosperity, while thofe who experience the frowns 
of fiwtunc ahnoft as generally live negledcd and 
die oniamented and difregarded, fo have hifto* 
rians afKl biographers been laviih of their praifes 
of thofe who, in the public pidure, ftaad for- 
warded of the group, while they are alraoft totally 
filent about the reft, whom chance only has, in- 
deed, thrown into the background, perhaps with 
.6 equsdi 
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tc^ual ineti^ though with le& advMtfgos than the 
mod prominent and <ii(lipgui(bab)e. 

Let noi: this remai^k be und^rflood as ihcr 
fmalleft depreciation of thofe truly valuable 
charaderfi which all jperfons are acquainted with, 
becaufe general and deferved applaufe has placed 
them high in the public notice^ but as an In^nible' 
reproof to that ingratitude which has difregarded 
thofe, who havp the merit of producing to u$ the. 
moH: rig|id>.aqd unremitting a^itei^tion to theduttidiv 
of their Ilation, and whofe prudence, and g)enei*al/ 
ccjndqc^ caluipay itfelf has never dared to arraign. 

. 'This partiality has, however, proved a grand in- 
convenience and impediment tp the arrafigcment 
of a complete and proper fyftem of n^val biogia-* 
phy. The livesof (omc are unavoidably extended, 
though nptto a greater length than their, merits, 
really deferve^ This alfo may tend to throw their 
lefs celebrated cdtennporaries into obfcurity, and 
induce, froi;n the unavoii^able fhortnefs of their 
nlemoirs, the paltry refledionj that little, muft 
have been the merit of that man of whom fo little . 
is known,. This inconvenience relates. princi- 
pklly indeed, to thofe who lived at the ppricd 
moft remote from the prefent, and which giradu**. 
ally dimlnifties as they progreffively advance, to . 
the prefent time. 

' To fupply fuch deficiency as far as may be, to 
refcue the charaders of an incredible number of 
birave men from a ftate almoft of oblivion, and 
to expofc alfo thofe Ihameful attacks of particu*- 
lar party writers, whofe defamation and calumny 
have, in fome inftances, hitherto proved too fuc- 
ceisful in the world, is the humble intention of 
the following work. As its credit muft r€& 
merely pn its authenticity, whiJe trtith is pre- 
ferved, therb can be liitJLp room for cenfure; and 

ftill 
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ftill Icfs do we cxped praifc, on any other grotind 
than that of induftry. The fads contained in it 
have been felcded, with much care, from the 
beft hiftories and accounts that have hitherto 
been publifhed; and where thefe, as has been too 
frequently the cafe, have proved infufficicnt, the 
deficiency has been fupplied, with all poflible 
affiduity,from the public repofitories and records, 
and the numerous manufcripts of private families 
•who have, from time to timc^ been conneded 
with the navy. 

. It is on this occafion ncceflkry that the public 
fhould be informed, to whom they are principally 
indebted for fuch information and amufement as, 
it is hoped, they may derive from the perufal of 
the following pages. Without this amftance it 
would have been impoffible to, have extended 
the memoirs, in any confiderable degree, farther 
than the general notice which has already been 
taken, by hiftoriahs, of certain great charafters, 
amounting, to fpeak numerically, to about thirty 
in the whole. 

The Britiih Mufeiim, and the College of Arms, 
claim, as public bodies, our firft thanks; the for- 
mer, as a repofitory to which the munificence and 
liberality of the nation affords admittance to us 
in common with the reft of our fellow-citizens, 
and the latter, to which we owe our admiffion to 
the private friendfliip and politenefs of its indi- 
vidual members. 

Our acknowledgements are next due to William 
Locker, Efq. lieutenant-governor of Greenwich 
hofpital, who, by an indefatigable attention to the 
ftudy of naval biography for many years, has col- 
lected from authentic documents, or private in- 
formation not lefs refpedable, the major part of 
thofe anecdotes which are here arranged col- 

ledively. 
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PREFACE. xui 

Icftivcly. Wc need only fay of them, that 
they relate not only to the public condud, but 
the private hiftory alfo of the principal number 
of thofe charaders who have contributed, under 
different fovereigns, to defend and aggrandize 
their native country. We have alfo particular 
obligations to Edmund Lodge, Efq. Lancafter 
herald, for the very great politenefs with which 
he has adifted our relearches among the valuable 
archives of his fociety. 

On the proper arrangement of thefe ma- 
terials the public will have to decide ; and as we 
are not confcious of any poflible endeavour 
having been fpared in colleding, or attention in 
digefting them, we fhall fubmit, with patience^ 
to the candour and fentence of the critic, think- 
ing the labour amply repaid, if a iingle perfon 
only (hall be refcued from oblivion, or faved 
from the envious attacks of malice and detrac-- 
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INTRODUCTION. 



THERE is a certain prediledlion for parti-^ 
cular purfuits which appears implanted, bjr 
Providence, in our natures, to diftinguifh nations 
from each other. This predileftion feems, in 
fome inftances, the efFe(Jl of whim and caprice, 
in others of unavoidable neceffity. That parti- 
cular fyftem of defence which all focieties or 
bodies of people have been copripelled to adopt 
for their protedion againft the attacks of their 
rcftlefs and more powerful neighbours, is inti-. 
matcly conncfted with the purlmits alluded to. 

The rude uncultivated face of anjcient Scythia, 
incapable, perhaps, of being fertilized by cul- 
ture, firft induced that wandering habit which 
diftinguifhed its inhabitants from thofe of any 
other part of the world, and cuftom has converted 
it into a fecond nature in their modern defcend- 
ants, the Tartars. Their military force has, 
ever fince their eftablKhment as a nation, been 
ftridlly conformable to their civil polity, and 
that mode of life, the nece(|ity juft mentioned • 
compelled them to adopt. Coniiiling entirely' of 
cavalry, and inured to conftant fatigue, the 
motions of their armies are incredibly rapid, and 
they traverfe, with the utmoft cafe, thofe deferts 
which, to a people lefs alert than thcmfelves, 
would be utterly ipipal&blc. 

The 
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xvi INTRODUCTION. 

The liberty they now enjoy, and the fuceels 
with which they have defended it for fuch 
a fbries of ages againil the jcaloufy and the 
attacks of the moft powerful empires in the 
univerfcj, added to that tcrrour which the very 
apprehenfion of their inroads has, at different 
times, created in thofe empires themlelves, all 
contribute to prove the wifdom of that policy 
which firft fuggefted the mcafure, and has pre- 
ferved them in all the national happinefs they 
arc capable of enjoying, by preventing a fervile 
compliance with thofe more improved fyftems 
of war and difcipline which have been conllantlf 
advancing in, what are called, the more civilifed 
nations. 

The heavy infantry of the Germans was no lefs 
politically adapted to the face of their country 
and the forefts and moraffes with which it 
abounded. The progreflive civilization and 
culture which have, in latter days, induced the 
more enlarged ufe of cavalry,and troops fomcwhat 
lighter -armed, is an additional proof how foon 
national prejudice, and attachment to ancient 
cuftoms, will give way to true policy and 
prudence. 

Political or ambitious reafons may, indeed, a^ 
fome particular period, perfuade nations to forget^ 
as it were in fpite of themfelves, that fyftem of 
defence which cuftom and prudence have, ia 
earlier times, induced them to adopt ; fo that 
military edablifliments haye fuddenly been con*-^ 
verted into a navy : and ftates, almoft unknown 
in the maritime world, h^ve covered the oceaq. 
with their fleets, as it w^re by enchantment. On 
the other hand, ftates, which iirft raifed thcm« 
felves into confequence by attention to their 
marine, have fince appeared to have ungratf:-* 
fylly forgotten the means by which they rofe, and 

dwind- 
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iNtRODUCTlON. xvii 

dwindling almoft into their original ob(curity« 
endeavour to maintain a fluttered political 
exiflence by a violence to prudenccj policy and 
fecond nature. 

There arc three national objedts which render 
eflcntially neceflary the maintenance of a proper 
naval power to fupport thcm^-Mrommerce, colo- 
nial territory, and the adlual defence of the ftate 
itfelf. The firft originating in the genius of the 
pec^le, the fecond probably in accident, and the 
kit derived from local (ituation. To enable us 
to conceive, with greater clearnefs, how each of 
thefe are more immediately conneded with the 
exigence of a naval power, it will be proper tQ 
take a fliort review of the origin and progrefs of 
the diflferent maritime dates of Europe; and we 
Ihall thence be able to judge, in what mftance the 
firft eftablifliment of fuch a power has feparately 
ariian from the neceflities of the ftate, the incli* 
nation of the people, the ficklenefs or ambition 
of the prince. 

When that part of Europe, at prefent known 
by the name of the United Provinces, firft fevered 
itfelf from the dominion of Spain to which it had 
been long fubjed, its infignificance, in point of 
territorial extent, rendered it neceflary for the 
people to turn their thoughts to fome purfuit 
which tnight raife them into confe^uence and 
refpedl. Their numbers, and their .fituation> 
were infuperable objedions to their ever being 
able to accomplifli more, as a military ftate, than 
their own defence from the attacks of the various 
potentates who furrounded them. The fame 
objedion operated againft exteniive colonization. 
Commerce, the only alternative left them, was 
rendered, by the luxury and different purfuits of 
othci" nations, the moft certain road to independ- 

Vol. I. . a aace. 
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tnce, as well as to the pbwer of maintaining iu 
Intimately as the two obje<ft» muft ever bexon^ 
fftded with each orhcr, more particubrty in ail 
infant governments, it cannot be a matter of fur- 
f rife that the navy of their ftate grew in the fame 
proportion with that of their merchants, till, by 
crtwearied afliduity,they exhibited to the world the 
f hsenomcnon of a people emerging fuddenly, as 
k were from the deep, and affuming a wonderful 
^^nfequence in the political balance of Europe. 

'The novelty of the fight drew upon them a 
Variety of contefts, which, ending to their advau^ 
fege, tended to ftrengthcn and augment their 
j^wer, till their enemies, weary of fruitlefs war- 
Are, were content, at laft, to receive, as friends, 
tliofe whom they found themfelves incapabk of 
Hibjccling to the condition of their flaves. 

To this neceflity was Louis the Fourteenth 
reduced, after the expenditure of feveml millions 
df his treafurc, and the lives of many thoufands of 
his fubjeds. The naval power of France, whfch 
■*as firft raifed into confcquencc under the au- 
lj>iccs of that monarch, originated merely in his 
own ambitious projefts. Europe with aftomih* 
men beheld a great and powerful people, who had, 
ri-ll then, contemned every purfuit bur military 

§lory, transforming themfelves, in fpite of their 
atural inclination, into feamen, merely to pleafe 
the fancy, and gratify the pride of their fovercign. 
fiFothing A impoflible to wealth and alBduity. 
Fhtnce quickly raifed herfelf from theutmoftob- 
ftiirity as a naval potentate, fo that, at the end of 
tU'cnty -years, fhe felt heJ-felf in a condition to 
biOtvcf the attacks of the two greateft maritime 
ftates in the univerfe, England, and the United 
Provinces. ' 
•^ . .. : The 
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The caufe which firft gave birth to this capri* 
Clous alteration in their national fyftenol of.dc*- 
fence has been already ftated ; and the very inadp- 
qtlate advantages the French have derived from 
it, in proportion to the expence of treafure they 
have expended, as well as other inconveniencea 
in which this puffuit has, at different periods^ 
involved them, fufficiently prove the impolicy of 
the change. .... 

Their local (Ituatiftn demanded jt not : their 
eminence and power, as ^ great and warlike 
nation, fufficiently fccured them from every re^r 
lefs attack meditated either by the Spaniards pjf 
the Germans, the only two countries with whichut 
quarrel could arife, except on fudh grpunds'^w 
muft be either ridiculou'ii ot wicked. Colonici 
they had none ; or, confidering them at the highcfli 
they were of too little confequence to reiider.thji 
Equipment of a marine, on tneir'acpount, becepf 
iary or prudent. Louis had unhappily framed, '^a 
ftis mind, a vifionary fyftem of conqucft wjwcK 
was to be efFeded, if poffiblej.ahd ratner.thari.po5 
fo, by the worft means. Biit'.his roma^id^ 
fchertit of aggrandization, founded on fajfe j^iiin 
dples of glory, experienced the fa'ie whicfi rarely 
fails to attend ambitious vanity. 

Treacherous even to thbfe allies for whofe aid 
tht fleet was pretended to be firll raifed, it fell 
into difrepute ; and foon afterwards, when prin* 
cipal in its own quarrel, almoft into contempts 
Pefedted fquadrons were compelled tofeek fafety' 
in their harbours; andfometimestoimpofeiwhen 
attacked even by an inferior forcq, a voluntary 
deftruftion on themfelves, rather thaji oppofc 
the enemy they feared. It has. lately been re- 
marked, by a very ingenious writer, that the fate, 
both of empires and of war, has ceafed to be de- 
•" a 2 cided 
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cided by naval contcfts ever fincc the battle of 
'Adtium. This obfervation was probably found- 
*cd on the little effedt produced by the dreadful 
confliifls during the wara between the two rival 
nations, England and Holland. It is per- 
fectly juft with regard to the greater maritime 
powers: their attention^ ever direded to that 
grand objedl, foon renders them capable of re- 
pairing misfortune by adiduity. and enables them 
again to face their foes almoft before the firft 
extacics of triumph have fubfided in the viAors» 
''■ With France it has always been otherwife: 
Vhen once difcomfited fhe has, in fullen filence^ 
brooded over her defeat, while the triumphant 
foe infulted her very harbours. After the dc- 
fhiidion of his fhips at La Hogue, the kine of 
France, though with indefatigable pains he bad 
rcinfi3rced his fleet by the fpeedy conftrudlion of 
feveral veflels of the firft clafs, quietly fufFered 
his ports to be bombarded, rather than attempt 
to deliver them from impending ruin by a 
fecond action. The vidtory at Nlalaga, in the 
liicceeding war, clofed all the grand marine 
operations for the remainder of that conteft> 
fhe future exploits of France being con^mitted to 
petty fquadrons, and confined to attacks on con- 
\oys. The memorable defeat (he fuftained at 
Belleifle is too recent to render a recital of its 
confequences neceflary. The little advantage 
derive! by the French nation from its marine 
appears as a punifhment, inflided by Provi- 
dence, for the frequent wanton difturbance of 
the tranquillity of Europe. Since after all the 
immcnfe trcafure th^t has been, in the courfe of 
the laft century, lavilhed on this mode of defence. 
Unnatural to the country and the genius of its 
inhabitants, it may fairly be aflerted, it has 
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gained no dominion, it has acquired no aug-^ 
mentation of commerce, nor additional fccurit/ 
to the country itfelf. In ihort, the fleet of France 
has never appeared as any thing but a mifchie.^ 
Tous bauble in the bands of its monarch, incapa^ 
ble of being converted to any other ufe than the 
torment and difturbaxice of neighbouring ftates. 

No country in Europe has, perhaps^ expert* 
enced greater viciflitudes of confequcnce and ob«* 
fcurity in the maritinie world tnin Spain : at 
one time the apparent arbiter of the fitte of 
nations ; at another, unequal to a coiuell if ith the 
moft petty ftate in it. The difcovery of America 
laid open to her a mine of wealth, which^ ai it 
excited the envy, of courfe fubjcdted her to the 
afiaults of every country able and bold enough tQ 
con^ei^d with her. The profpcdvof plunder 
induct attack which feldom needs a better 
fxcufe thnn the hopes of sidvantace. 

To preArve a treafure of^inally acquired by^ 
perhap9^ not the moft honourable meant ill the 
worldj it became necelTary to eftablifli a force . 
capable of protecting it ; and it quickly rofe to 
an height capable, had it been properly con-^ 
4u<fled> of contendiiv; with the united naval 
ftrength of all the reft of the world- This ar* 
inament * being ruined^ Spain abandoned all her 
vifionary ideas of conqueft^ and contented her« 
fetf with defending^ and with indifferent fuccefs^ 
thofe j9eets of treafure ihe annually received from 
her new acquiiition. 

The fetids and animpiiti^^ as well as internal 
civil commotions, which were perpetually break*^ 
ing out between thofe nations, whofc naval power 
would otherwife have enabled them to commit 

• The Arma^L ' 
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depredatians on them, lulled the Spaniards into a» 
fecurity and ncgledl, which might have proved 
fktal to them. In the year 1694, when Ruflel 
was feat into the Mediterranean to affift the 
Spaniards^ and raife the fiege of Barcelona^ 
their navy confifted of ten (hips only; fotir 
of thefe were of the line of battle, the reft were 
of fmall force, and fo rotten that they would 
{carccly endure the firing of their own guns, 
But the ill confequcnces that might have arifen 
H"om this torpidity were prevented by the claim 
ijtf the duke of Anjou to their throne, which at^ 
traded the fupport of that formidable navy 
vhich Lewis the Fourteenth had fo indefatigably 
laboured to raife. 

Singular and paradoxical as it may appear^ 
this difputc, which involved Spain at one 
and the fame time in a war both foreign and 
domeftic, (misfortunes that generally tend to 
wealccn and impoverilh, if not utterly ruin a 
liation) proved, in the end, the refufcitation of 
its power, Rou fed from its lethargy, the go- 
vernment, as foon as peace was re-eftablifhed, 
applied itfelf ea.rneftly to the revival of a naval 
force, a force which, if it has been incompetent 
to procure vidory and conqueft, has, at leaft, had 
the negative fucccfs of placing the country in a 
tolerable ftate of feciirity from any fudden attack 
or depredation on its commerce. This, which is 
the only real benefit Spain can ever hope to reap 
from her navy, is a very fufficient, prudential, and 
:\pQU.tical reafon, why it fhould neVer be enlarged 
^ixeypnd its prefent extent. The face of the 
: country, extremely adverfe to hoftile attack or 
iipprcffion, fufficiently fecurcs it from foreign 
irivafion. Ofjhisjruth England has, alas! pur- 
chafed her experience in the early part of this 

century, 
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ccfltury, although, at that time3 cftabliihed 
miftrefs of the feas, and Spain not poflbflcd of 
any naval force ,to oppofe her. In addition to 
thefe circuinftances, fo favourable to conqucftj 
England bad alfo the fupport of a very powerful 
internal party, to which was added a very formid-* 
able and weU-difciplined body of her own vcteraii 
troops, ^d y^t fhe failed. , 

The diftance of thofe colonies on which Spain 
place;! her chief dependance, and whofe value 
might be expected to attract the avarice of othcj 
nations, has ever, hitherto, proved a fufficiea% 
fccurity to them. But the certain pyotedioa 
from permanent conqueft muft ever depend on 
the internal refourcei of thofe colonies them« 
felves, which are fo far diftant. The unitecl 
maritime power which Europe, at this inftant^ 
pofleffes, would not be fufficient to guard pof- 
feflions, fo difperfed and extenlive, from the pof-» 
Ability of infult or attack, by nations wbofe 
Cef ritories are nwre compadt, and whofe ftrength 
ftiowld even be inferior to them : but from all 
thofe, on a more enlarged fcale, deftined for the 
abfolute redudion of the country, Spain may, 
probably, reft fecure ; as the profit of the fulleft 
fuccef$ would fcarccly defray the expencc of 
attack, and atone for the difficulty and rifk of 
attempting to hold, by the mere right of con- 
queft, a country of greater extent than molt 
European nations. 

The convoy of her treafure being the only grand 
objeCT: that fliould attrad the attention of Spain, 
when this is provided for, no other political con- 
fideration ought to excite in her any alarm, or 
betray her into any expencc. All attempts to 
acquire greater confcquencc, as a maritime ftate> 
a 4 have 
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htvc hitherte proved unfucccfsful, Zfi they are 
oppofed by the natural bent and genius of the 
people as well as the fituation of the country they 
inhabit. 

The infigniflcance of Portngtl* which obliges 
her to depend on the alliance <)f a foreign 
power for her protedion, renders itunneccffary to 
make any remark on the necefTity of her main- 
taining, or the folly of her difregarding a naval 
confequence. This, however, not always having 
been her fituation, it will not, perhaps, be im- 
pertinent to obferve that we may {race in the fate 
^f this nation the datum we firft wiihcd to eftab* 
lifli. *' That thofe, on whom maritime power is 
not beftowed by nature^ may, indeed, for a ihort 
period, dazzle and amaze the world by a tranfienc 
view which vanifhes almoft with the firft glimpfc, 
but cannot imprcfs mankind with an idea of their 
real greatnefs. One refembles the regular and 
fplendid carriage of the perfonageof real diftinc. 
tioil and fortune, the other that of the proud up-^ 
ilart, whofe fall is ridiculed befoK even his ele* 
vation, and temporary magniBcenee is ^nerally 
known/' 

Thofe who are unacquainted with the hiftory 
of Europe during the fifteenth, and part of the 
fixtecnth centuries, certainly will be aftoniflied 
to .learn, that, during that period, the confc-? 
quence of the PoFtuguefc, as a naval powcrj 
eclipfed that of every ftate in Europe, Spain 
excepted. Du Perricr gives the following 
honourable account of their difcoveries, and of , 
the celebrated decifion of Pope Alexander the 
Sixth, of a difpute between Portugal and her 
Jitter kingdom, Spain, relative to ^he mari|imQ 
right of each. 

'' John, 
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^' John» king of Portttg:^!^ predcceflbr to the 
Emanuel$» then rcicm^^ and caitfed the firft 
difcoveries to be maoe in the bcean» wherefore 
the Portuguefe thought themfdves privileged to 
forbid the commerce of any other nations wtdi 
thofe countries hewly diHrovered. After long 
contefts both parties agreed to fubmit the di^te 
to the deeifion of Pope Alexander the Sixths* 
each promifing to remain in peace tiQ fuch tifne 
as judgement was pafied. The Pope, to decide 
this grand quarrel, publiihed a brief, hy whidi 
he divided the worid into two halves, drawing m 
line which palTed over the iflands of Cape de 
Verde, and from thence, proceeding for the fpace 
of 360 leagues weftwaro. penetrtted the tern 
iirma of America, a little difiant from the rivet* 
Maragnon. which was tobeconfidered the boun« 
dary of the two rival powers^ that is to fay, that 
the Portuguefe ihould have, for their (hare, alt 
thai was cmftifed within 1 80 degrees af bngititde 
advancing to ibe eaft^ and the ^aniarw at many 
towards the weft/' 

Such was the eafe and imparttafity widi which 
his holinefs partitioned out the world, and fuch 
the implicit obedience paid to his decree by theft 
two powerful ftates. that thqr both declared 
themfelves perfedlly fatisfied with the decifioni 

Of the northern powers of Europe it is need^ 
lefl to fay much. Sweden. Ruflia. and Denmark^ 
form, as it were» a fpecies of ftate fociety indepen* 
dent of the reft of the world itheircommerce.which 
coniii^s principally of raw commodities the pro« 
duce of their countries, and which axe common to 
all three, might beexpeded to have been tfaefource 
of more frequent differences than really have takeii 
place between them. Their fttuation with refjpeft 
to other maritime powers rtnders any diipute 
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«)l^ them highl}^ improbable^ while their ih&^ 
9fip^ wd inhoipiuble j;ij;iDaxe afc a fufficicuc 
&,i^it:y tx> thern/rom ajoy fouihe^cneiny. The 
^mf re^fons ogejja^tfcasa ppwerful inconvenience 
Mj^ ^^^ to fJi&.^^,coi:pn^ncefxu;ntof any hofli^ 
UUq{ Gja tifieir wu:t.vfo tljat the pnl)c fcrvice th^y- 
will ,^vier jprol^iy have occafipii to require from, 
a pival ij^jr^eifif .th9 protedion of their commerce^ 
silh4 thfS.^IP^^f^^ defe^e of each individual Hate 
fifftm ^hp . iti^k of jciphjjj: oj thfur pwo neigh- 

^.Xwi!;; nations app^ajr peffedly aware of tha 
0p|icy of i(naintaiaing i^ch an e^lablifliment: 
onjy. For though each of thena poi&fsi withii) 
tjknnf^ all the matefials requifite (o the for« 
o^i9n of the moil exteniive marine force^ an 
s^v-^ntiage.none of the fouchera powers can boail^ 
tlffij^ have confined their equipments merely to 
t{i$ lii^its of their wants. They have not in^ 
dcklged tJT^ love of pageantry and parade which 
indace4 l^joui^ XIV, to become a warrior, and to 
lavifh fo much trealure, in doing a violence to na- 
t^Cfby endeavouring- to create a maritime power 
fypexipr to any of thof(^ dates whofe fituation and 
neceflitiea peculiarly adapted them to the acquis- 
iftioni and whom Providence appears ever to have 
&Y9ured in the maintenance of it. 

. Cailir^g our eye over the map of Europe, we 
inftantly comprehend thofe relative advantages 
'which flow from the pofTeiTion of a naval force ; 
lye behold Pruflia, Hungary, Bohemia, Poland 
apd Germany, with other inferior kingdoms and 
Hates, many of which fcarcely poffefs a port. 
Several of thofe who even do. enjoy that adyan- 
tage,'have an intereft comparatively fo trivial in 
preferving a right of navigation, which, from its 
infignificanceji is fo little likely to be combated by 
othq; nations, that it would be as ridiculous in 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



(hem to build a fingle (hip in fupport of it^ a9 i| 
)jkould be for one of the Swif:$ Cantons tO'cquip 
a navy for the fecufity of comonercc pn (h^ )ak«^ 
of Geneva, 

Th^ infular (ituation of Britain might l^a^ 
been naturally cKpeded to have poimed out % 
naval force, even to its aboriginal inhabitants, a| 
the nfK>ft qefCain protection againft thofe attacks to 
which continental flates arc more inn^mediately^ 
Uable. This advantage of fituation appears^ 
however, to have been almoft totally negkCted 
in the earlier ages i and (h^ confequencQ^ wer«i 
of courie, fatal both to the liberty and p^SqIBqiui 
0f our forefathers. 

This Roffnans, the Danes, the-SaxonSj th4 
Normans, if chey rendered not themfelves abfiEM 
iute and undifputed mafters of this country^ be** 
camey in fucceihon, its terror and its fcourge* 
To the want of naval flrength were chofe depr^ 
datiQrisowit>g; committed by nations which, now* 
funk almoft into obfcurity, have -no-other proc^ 
to produce of their former prowefs than an hif* 
torical record that fuch was $n<e tbe«iiiifeFdblft 
ftate of Britain. 

It is of little confequence to any people^ anti* 
quarians excepted, what were either the materials 
or the form of thofe ill-ftaped cra?fey veflels, ia 
which the ancient Britons were bold enough XQi 
truft tbemfelve^ to the water>. as they Wer^ cer-s 
tainly equally incompetent both to the ncceflitiey 
of war and commerce. The proof of naval 
fovercignty is not eftablifhed by fuch trifles, W 
maintained by the empty pomp of words or inge^ 
nious declamation. One of the moft learned 
tfitvi who ever lived endeavoured to do it ar- 
gumentatively, and failed in the attempts Th« 
belt, and> indeed, only CQrtaiii mode of proving 

that. 
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that what is properly called the dominion of the 
fea^ of right belongs to Britain, is by taking care 
that (he ihall always continue competent to the 
alTertion and maintenance of it. With thofe 
which are called rival nations there never will be 
any argDnment fo forcible as the intrepidity of 
Bfitiih feamen^ and the mouths of their cannon. 

As almoft every country then has, by cuftom or 
(irejudice» acquired a habit of cftrryingon war pe- 
culiar to itfeltj the excellence in that mode which 
they individually acquire, in confequenoe of this 
ftpaitite ufage and purfuit, is by no means won- 
derful or extraordinary : and it would be as ab- 
furd to expeft an Heliian or an Hungarian fhould 
be an expert mariner, as to exped a Britiih 
feaman (hould render excellent fervice as a light 
dragoon or an huflan 

• The commerce of Britain having, through 
induftry and inde^itigable attention, attained an 
height capable of attrafting the envy, gt leaft, of 
foreign countries, no means ought to be left un- 
attempted to cherifli and preferve it; for though 
it may be a doubt among fceptics, and fpeculati ve 
reafoners, whether it be in reality a benefit or 
difadvantage to a country, or colony, newly 
€reded, no perfon can be hardy enough to 
difpute the benefit it aflfbrds to a country with 
which it has progreffively rifen, and to whofe 
cxiftence it has in a great meafure become abfo- 
lutely eflential. ) 

The wars in which Britain has been involved 
for the laft fifty years, having been all primarily or 
iecondarily connedtcd with Uiiscaufe,it is therefore 
become the duty of the prefent and every fuc- 
ceeding generation, to prevent even the rifk of 
infult, which may probably be prevented b^ 
timely precaution, and vigorous preparation. 

When 
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When we comptre the laflitude arid inatten^ 
tion of antiquitjr with the care and vigour which 
has charadterifed the management of the mvH 
empire of Britain for the laft century and half^ 
we fcarcely know how fufficiently to applaud 
(he prudence and political wifdom which firft 
gave material eneigy to thi« fyftem* It is a 
trite obfervation^ that Providence frequentlyr 
produces the greateft benefits by the bafeft aadi 
worft means ; fo has it in the prefent cafe. From 
the time of the defeat of the Spaniih Armada iii 
the year 1588, the naval power of Britain flum- 
beroi in ina&ivity, till roufed fuddenly from 
its torpid ftate^ it burfl: with fplendor the more 
dazzling, becaufe unexpe<%ed, under the aufpices 
of that fadion which> led by Cromwell, put one 
king to death, and drove another into exile. 

Treafon and rebellion may fully bravery, and 
tarnifli the moft glorious anions ; but there ilill 
remains behind a degree of applaufe which even 
royalty cannot withhold from them. Cromwell, 
whofe hypocrify, aided by his intrepidity and 
ability, had enabled him to ufurp the power of 
s^ king, appeared willing to make the nation he 
had injured every compenfation in his power 
for the violence done to it, by railing it to a poli- 
tical confequence, to which it had been, till that 
time, a ilranger. The navy of Britain carried 
terror and conqueft with it wherever it came} 
and the fame of its exploits overawed thofe na^ 
tions who had not courage to wait the violencQ 
of its attack. 

Such was the ftate and credit of the Britiih 
naval power at the time Charles the Second re- 
covered pofieilion of his throne. Under a 
ipvereign fo ac}di(5led to pleafure as himfelf, the 
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firft eftabH^ment of futh a pKVvrer could ndf 
have been hoped. Without the formidkbU 
bails he Ibund iteady pmpared for him, it mighe 
bave been iitipoffiblc to have mifed a force able 
to chock the rifing ambition of rhe Dutch, who, 
€vtBT jealbufs of the fmalleft appearance of com-* 
jto<sicial pr^fpefitf in other nations, wanted 
SJ^tlitng but the mem» to arrogate (o themfelve^ 
ft Monopdy of Che vt^hole* 

Scarce 'Was the jiflTumed eonfequence of the 
Butch checked, when that of Louis XIV. ap- 
peared as a baneful meteor portending ruin and 
deftrudion to Britain. This malevolent afpeflr, 
averted by afliduity and courage, having at drf. 
fereiu times, under princes of fimilar temjjer an<f 
political influence of the fame mifchievous ten- 
dency> affumed the fame appearance, hai alwayar 
been repelled by the fame exertions; and Britain 
ibay at leaft felicitate herfelf, that in the midft 
of the moft calamitous wars, from her infulaf 
fibiation, and the protection of her fleet; (he hag 
never experienced thofe ravages which rarely fai! 
to mark the progrefs of an invading army, and to 
which every other horror of war becomes com-« 
paratively trivial. 

From the foregoing (latement, which, as it 
depends merely on fads, cannot be erroneous, 
wc are naturally led into a refledion not much to 
the advantage of thofe princes who have, during 
the laft century, cherifl^ed their ambition by 2| 
fruitlcfs and wicked difturbance of the public 
peace. We behold with gratitude that difpo- 
fition of Providence which, fuccoured by the 
bravery of the people, has enabled Britain, alone 
and uttfupported, to refill the united attack of 
more than half the maritime force in the uni- 
verfc : and we muft admit, without hefitation, 
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that nothing can continue to her the pofleflion of 
the fame power» but an unremitting attention to 
thofe means which have fo long preferved to u$ 
the comparative tranquillity already pointed out. 
This is readily to be acquired by a firm adhere 
ence to a mode of defence ever hitherto fuccefl^ 
ful; and which we truft^ while perfevered in» it 
will ever continue fo. 

Commerce, colonial territory, and the defence 
of the country itfelf, all require, at the hands of 
Britons, their firm and unanimous fupport of a 
formidable navy. While principles only of am- 
bition, or envy, can induce other nations to equip 
a fleet capable of contefting, what is called, the 
dominion of the fea, even her enemies muft 
have candour enough to confefs, that the politi- 
cal exiftence and independence of Britain folely 
depends on the pofTeffionof a force competent to 
eftablifti that irrefiftible -proof of her right,, 
acknowledged power, and decided fuperiority* 
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BIOGRAiPHIA NAVALIS, &c. 



1660. 

YORK, JAMES, duke of, — probably, as having been 
the perfonage under whofe authority all naval commif- 
iions were ifTued, from the time of the reiloration to the 
year 1673, has been omitted in every lift of admirab we 
have. hitherto been able to'obtain. The introdudion of 
hiin, however, in this place, cannot be improper, although 
the omiition of his name, in the inftances juft pointed out, 
might appear, in fome degree, to warrant a fimilar con- 
duCT in us. The general hiftory of James, duke of York, 
is too well known to render a regular, uninterrupted ac- 
count of his life neceffary, or even warrantable ; we have 
only to take notice of fuch part of it as is conneded with 
his abftra£t chaiadler of an admiral. Among the firft z&s 
of royalty exercifed by Charles the fecond, after taking 
Tegular pofleffion of his throne, was that of d^laring his 
brother (the perfonage we allude to) lord high admiral. 
This appointment took place on the 4th of June, 1660. 
.The dil^ence and indefatigable attention Ihewn by him 
to the fundlions of his office, was extremely grateful to the 
people, ;^4 convinced them their fovereign's choice had 
been influenced by prudence, as well as by fraternal afFec* 
lion. Immediately after the declaration of war againft the 
Dutch, in the year 1665, his royal highnefs difdaininff 
that quietude, and retreat from danger his very high birth 
and elevated Ration might apjpear to have warranted in a 
man lefs gallant than iumfeli, declared his intention of 
commanding the fleet in perfon. Purfuant to this refo- 
lution, having hoifted his flag on board the Royal Charles, 
a (hip mounting eighty guns, he put to fea, on the 25111 of 
April, at the head of a feet confilling of an hundred and 
Vol. I. B four- 
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fourt^n fail, all men of war and frigates, befidcs near 
thirty fire-ftiips, and other fmall vcifels. After a month'^ 
fruitlefs cruife on the coaft of Holland, productive of no 
other advantage (ffthat could "be called onej thap terrFfy- 
ing thofe who lived near the fea with the apprehenfions of 
nivsTron, and probable ruin ; tetnpefluous weather^ and 
fcarcity of provifions compelled the duke^ to return to our 
own coaft. Opdam, tlie L)utcTi admiral, feized this op- 
portunity of putting to fea, and capturing a homeward 
bound fleet from Hamburgh, together with its convoy, a 
frigate of four-and-thirty guns. The duke, on his part,, 
loft not a moment in Jiaftening, as well to revenge the 
infult, as to acquire fome fatisfa£tion for the injury done 
to our commerce. At hft the two fleets met on the 3d 
of June, and after a moft fcvere and bloody conteft, in 
which the pcrfonal gallantry • of the difierent command- 
ers has rarely been equalled, and never exceeded, a moft 
decided and complete viftory was obtained by the Englifh* 
It has been faid, and probably with fome truth,, that this 
lignal advantage was not purfued with that energy necef- 
fary to render it fo beneficial and conckifive as it might 
have been; but no proof has ever yet been made out 
that the duke was in any degree acceffary to fiich mifcar- 
riagc. Neverthclefs, it is more than probable, the difcon- 
tent and murmuring excited on this occafxon, might be 
among the principal reafons why he declined going to fea 
again, for lomc years, but contented himfelf with ftayin^ 
at home, to fuperintend and dired the civil duties of his 
high office ; when his attention to popular cilamour, antf 
the rage of party , prevented his being, confiftent with his 
own teelings, any longer ferviceable in his military capA* 
city. At the commencement of the fecond Dutch war^ 
in 1672, his rojfal bighnefs again commanded the fleet in 
perfon, and again di^layed the fame degree of fpirit iM 

fillantry he had (hewn before; engaging the great I^ 
uyter Ihip to (hip, till his own, the St. Michael, wa* 
completely difabled; and he was, in confequence of her 
being reduced to a mere wreck, obliged to quit her, and 
hoift his flag on board the Loyal London. Notwith^ 

* Opdam's Oiip, the Eendracht ef 84 ^s, wu blown op ivfiikr 
engaged untb the Royal Charles ihip to fiiip. 

5 ftandins 
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flaiKiing the ill behavioin- and almoft total inafbivityof the 
van fqu^ron (the French under the count d'Eftrces,) the 
gallaatry of the Englifh again prevailed over the obftinacy 
Siod fuperior numbers of the Dutch ; and the duke had, a 
fecond time, the fatisfa£tion of returning a conqueror, and 
in triumph. A well known political event taking place 
foon afterwards, deprived the nation of all further Tervice 
from his highnefs, as well in the civil, as military line { 
this was the pafling of the Teft A&, in 1673. From that 
time, till his acceihon to the throne, he lived totally un-> 
conneded with the fervice. But one of the firft fteps 
taken by him after that happened, was to new model, and 
arrange the management of the navy, which had been 
ixiiferably neg1e£ied, and fufFered to fall to decay during 
the latter part of the preceding reign. To his extraor-* 
dinary attention and zeal, we are indebted for that very fleet 
which was afterwards fo glorioufly, and fuccefsfully em- 
ployed in checking the ambitious projeSs of his old friend 
and ally, Louis the fourteenth ; a fleet which, though it ren- 
dered lb little fervice to the caufe of its founder, confifted, 
at the time of his abdication, of no lels than one hundred 
and feventy -three fail, an hundred of which were fourth 
. rates and upwards. The fubfequent part of his life being 
totally irrelevant to our prefent purpofe, we have only to 
remark, on the charafter of James the fecond, that how-» 
ever inattentive he might have been to the welfare df his 
kingjdoin, and his own glory, confidering him in his ex- 
alted charader of a fovereign, yet, in the earlier part of 
his life, before his religious prejudices had inveloped, and 
clouded his better underftanding, no man was more the 
idol of the people, and few have taken greater pains to 
render himfelf the objedl of their favour*. Burnet, who 
cannot be fufpeAed of partiality to him, admits him to 
have been naturally candid and fmcere, and a firm friend, 
'till religion wore out his firft principles and inclinations ; 
— tfiat in his youth he was brave, infomuch that he was 
perfedly idolized by the great Turenne : — and, according 
to the good bifhop's phrafe, ** came to know all affairs aj 
thefea very particularly." 

m ^ . , ■ ■-■■■■ I .1 ■ ■ . ■ ■ MWi ■ .. . i ■ I tm 

* Ahboiigh ID the latter part of bis life no one, perhapi, ever did 
more to incur and merit their diflike. 

B a ALLEN 
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ALLEN, SirTnoMAS,— of Lowcftoffe, intheconnt]F 
of Suffolk, having been always warmly attached to the 
caufe of royalty, and ferved as commander of a fliip in 
the part of the fleet which revolted to the prince of 
^yales•, was appointed to command- the» Dover on 
the i4th of June, 1660,' this being among the firft 
fliips commiflloned by the duk^ of York. In 1661 
he commanded, firft, the Plymouth, and, fecondly, 
the Forefighfrf. the Lyon, in 1662, and the Rainbow in 

1663. In the fame year he was app^nted commander in 
fchief (as commodore only) of the mips and velTels in the 
Downs, and had^ on this occafion, the fingular privilege 
allowed hiiVi of wearing the union flag at his main top. 
He Kbifted it on board the St. Andrew. In the follow- 
ing year {1664) he had the fame command, with the fame 
privilege attached to it, renewed. On the nth of Aug. 

1664, he was appointed commander in chief in the Me- 
diterranean, to liicceed fir John Lawfon, who was ordered 
to return home. He failed on this fervice in the Ply- 
mouth, in company with the Crown, which was put 
under his orders. Having arrived at Tangier, and com* 
municated hh inftrudions to fir John, he entered upon 
his command, holding his flag at the main-top-mail head » 
as his commiflion fpecially authorifed him to do on the 
departure of his predeceflTor. ' Early in the enfuing fpring, 
being then on a cruife with his fquadron, conUfting of 
eight or nine ftiips, off the Streights mouth, he had the 
gbod fortune to fall in with the Dutch Smyrna fleet, con- 
lifting of forty fail, under convoy of four men of war. 
Having juft before received intelligence that war was de- 
clared, by England, againft the States General, he hefi-. 
tated not a moment to attack them. The Dutch having, 
according to their ufual cuilom, drawn theftoutcft of their 
merchant (hips into the line to fupport, and aflift their 
men of war, the conteit was obftinate. But in the end 
Brackel, the Dutch comnKxlore, being killed, their line 
broken, and feveral of their (hips funk, four of the richcft 
were captured ; one of which had received -fo much da- 
mage in the aftion, that (he unfortunately foundered on 
her paflage to England : the reft of the fleet took refuge 

• Hift. of LowcftofFf , p. Ill I • • 
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in Cadiz, where th^y remained 1>l<5cked up for a time, till 
the return of the- admiral to England liberated them from 
their confinement. In the beginning of this year he had 
Ihifted his flag from the Rymouth to the Old James : 
and on his return to England, in^the moht^ of June fol- 
lowing, jtift after the engagement with tbdT)utch, was 
promoted to the rank of admiral of the Wue"** K« 
commanded that Squadron during the remainder of the 

I ear, having his flag on board the (afterwards unfortunate) 
Loyal James ; but no farther general aflion took place. 
In 1666 he was appointed admiral of the white, and ftill 
continuing on board the Royal James, was detached, (in 
confeqiienoe>>f exprefs orders from the king, to prince 
Rupert, vrho was himfdf on board the Royal- Ja Acs 
^idi fir Thomas,) with his fquadron, to oppofe the 
French, againil whom war had juft been declared, ,ahd 
whofe fleet was reported to be then coming up the channel 
for the purpofe of joining the Dutch. 1 his intelligence 
proving felle, prince Rupert, and fir Thomas Allen's di- 
vifion, returned juft in time to turn the fcale in favour of 
the'Englifli, and refcue the duke of Albemarle, who had 
Iccn hard-prefied by the fuperior numbers of the Dutch, 
during a fight of three days continuance. The Englirti 
weit not long ere they had complete fatisfa£tion for this 
temporary apparent advantage. On the 25th of July the 
two fleets met a fecond time, and an adion commenced 
about noon the fame day, fir* Thomas Allen who con- 
tinued to command the van, or white fquadron, making a 
moft furious attack on the Dutch admiral, Evertzen. 
The Friezland and Zealand fquadrons, which he had the 
chief command of, were totally defeated ; he himfelf, 
together with his vice and rear admiral, killed ; and the 
Tolen, commanded by Bankart, vice-admiral of Zealand, 
taken, and foon afterwards burnt, together with another 
large man of war. In fine, as no man was ever more 
dcierving of fuccefs, fo did no one ever obtain it more 
completely. Fortune ftill continuing to favour gallantry, 
fir Thomas captured, on the 1 8th of September, the Ruby, 

>■ .1 ■ M i I II . 

* Befi^ having a fpecial commiflion to a£^ as vice admiral of the 
^et, then under the command of the earl of Sandwich, he alfo* 
^ the 2^th of the Cunc monih, received the honour of knighthood. > 

B 3 a French 
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a French man df war mounting 54 brafs guns» com-* 
manded by moniieur De la Roche. This fhipy which 
was quite new, was efteemed one of the fineft in the 
French navy. She had miftaken fir Thomas's fquadron, 
-which then lay oiF Dungenefs, for her own, and> confe* 
quently, furrendered almoft without refiflance. In the 
year 1 667, owine to the penury of Charles the fecond, an4 
the duplicity of the Dutch, who had the art to deceive th« 
Britiih court into a belief that peace ihould take place early 
in the fpring, we had no grand fleet at Tea; but fir 
Thomas, who (hifted his flag, on this occafion, into the 
Monmouth,, had the command in chief of a (mall fqua«- 
dron fent to cruife to the weftward ; and of a fecond, in 
the fame year, dellined for a foreign expedition, but 
which, it is believed, never went to Tea. Be that as it 
may, nothing worth recording took place in either fcrvice. 
In 1668, on information being received that the French 
fleet, under the duke of Beaufort, was at fea, fir Thomas 
was fent, with a difcretionary power, to obferve their 
motions ; but nothing material took pbre during a long 
cruife at the entrance of the Channel. In the middle of 
Auguft he failed for the Streights ; and having arrived off 
Algiers on the 8th of O&ober, by his peremptory beha* 
yiour he quickly difpofed the government to propofe 
equitable terms of accommodation, which were imHiedi«» 
lately drawn up, and executed. Sir Thomas failed from 
thence lor Naples, where fuch honours were fhewn him 
gs proved fo highly difagreeable * to a Dutch fquadron 
then Iving there, that they left the place in the greatefl 
difguft. The fame refpcft was aMb Ihewn him at 
Leghorn. From thence he returned to Algiers, where, 
having received every affu ranee that the treaty of peace he 
|iad lately concluded with them would be taithiully ohm 
ferved, he retprned to England in the month of April. 
No fooner, however, was he clear of the Streights, than 
the Algerines, highly elated at his abfence, and con-» 
ceiving it would be at leaft a day fomewhat diltant, ere 
vengeance could be taken of their perfidy, began to reneva 
their depredations; fothat having hoiftedhisJag on hoard 
"" ' I.I.. ■ ...I. ■ ^ I II II. Ill ■ I 1 1 j ^ I ■ ^» II . 

* This trivial circumflance it meniioned only to prove how highly 
the kf»a(Hir of tfa« 9ritiih Saf wa» m«ioHUiie<) by fir T^omstt. 

the 
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tbe Relblution, he was a fecond time difpatched to Algiers 
to compel an c^fervance of that peace we bad vainly fiat-^ 
tered ourfelves with the hopes of enjpying from their 
ju^lice. He failed from Plymouth, on the 22dof July, 
having under his command eighteen men of war, befides 
fiiefhips and other veflels, making in all twenty-nine fail, 
and arrived on the 70th of the fame month at Cadiz, 
On the 6th of Aufflift he appeared off Algiers, and a ne* 
^ociation not takmg place, he immediately prepared to 
in&'iSt a proper chaftifement, which he did by taking, or 
deftroying a confiderable numher of tbeir corlairs. This 
petty and inconfiderable warfare was continued for fome 
time: and in the following year he was, at his own earned 
requeft, recalled. He w:s fucceeded in his command by 
fir Edward Spragge. Having arrived at St. Helenas, on 
the 3d of November, 167P9 he retired from command 
for lom^ time*; and was, on his arrival in England^ 
probably as a reward for his former fervices, awointed 
comptroller of the navy. However, in March 1678, be 
was apain appointed commander in chief of his majefty's 
fleet m the narrow feas, having hodded his flag for 
th;at purpofe on board the Rojal James. This was occa* 
iioned bv the probgbilitv of war with France ; but that 
fopn paffing away, fir Tnomas again retorned to his for« 
mer peaceable, and honourable retirement, a retirement 
highly neceflarv to the latter days of an officer who had 
ferved fo honeuly, and behaved fo gallantly* The tixae 
and place of his death is not pofitively known* 

ASH FORD, Andrew, — was appointed captain of the 
Hawke ketch, in the year 1660, by commiflion from his 
royal highnefs the duke of York, at that time lord higb 
admiral of England; and, in 1664, was promoted to the 
copiraand of toe Guinney, a fourth rate of thirty-eight 
guns. As it does not apoear, either by hiftory, or fucb 

trivate information as we have been able to procure, that 
t ever commanded any other (hip, we may naturally 
CQoclude he either retired from the fervice, or died foon 
afterwards. 

Barton, John, — commanded the John ketch in the 
year 1660. In.the year 1664 he was promoted, by the 
duice of York, to tbe command of the Blackmore pink, 

* To bis feat at Somcr ly, which be bad porchare4* 

B4 which 



Digitized by 



Google 



8 XIVES^HbxriSRACTERis OF '^ 

which vcflel ((he hav^g in the intermediate time been put 
out of commijli6rf)'he was again made captain of, in the 
year 1667. ^ The time of his. death is uncertain. 

BATTIN,orBATTEN,Wilham;— wasthefonoffir . 
William Battin, who, after having been appointed by the 
parliament vice-admiral of their fleet, and manifeiled the 
ftrongeft averfion to the royal caufe, at length quitted 
their fervice in difguft, and carried over one of the fined 
Ihips, tht Conftant Warwick, in their fleet, to the prince 
of Wales, afterwards Charles the fecond. His fon was, 
probably, the fame captain Battin, who, on the 30th of 
.November, 1653, (he then commanding the Guardland) in 
conjunAion with a captain Hookllon, or Arkfton, 
boarded Van Tromp*s (hip, and would certainly have 
taken him had he not been relieved by two other flag 
(hips of his divifion. In the end thefe bold and bravfc 
commanders, fo highly deferving a better fate^ were 
thcmfelves captured. Campbell, on what authority does . 
not appear, aflTerts they both felLin the aSion.' • Lediardi 
who is, generally fpeaking, ftrioly to be depended- upon; 
fays, peremptorily, they were taken : if that wa^ the Cafe, we 
may reafonably conduce this gentleman to have been the per- 
fon who was commander of the Drake at the tihie of the re- . 
ftoration j and in the fame year was knighted and'appointed 
one of the commiflioners of the navy, as we find,'in.the 
duke of York's Memoirs, a report, dated the 4th of Sep» 
tember, 1660; on the ftate of the navy, figned by fir 
• William Pattin, tranfmitted to the duke of York, the ■ 
lord high admiral. It is probable he continued in this 
ilation till his dearfi,'as it does not appear he ever ixhev-^ 
wards went to fea. • • ' ' ' ' i- 

BATTS, or BATES, George,— was appointed com^ 
mandcr of the Great Gift, in the year i66o/'by'the*dufcfc 
of York • In the year 1-661 he was rerhoved into the 
Little Gift.- In- 1663 he became captain of the Francis. 
In the following year he was promoted to the Hampfhifc, 
of f6rty giin^. In the two aftions fought between the 
En^lifh and Dutch fleets in 1666, he cpmrnanded the 
Unicorn, a thii^d rate of fixty guns, by commiflion from 
prince Rupert, and the duke of Albemarle, who, at that 
time, executed the office of commander in chief jointly, 

BEER, John, — commanded the Cygnet in the year 
|66o; by commiflion from the duke, of York j but we 
- i •• . - ' • . • have 
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Inve not been able to learn any thingp further ^ktive to 
this gentleman, or whether he ever ferved afterwahb; 

BOWEN, Peter,— was appointed by the duEt of 
York, in the year 1660, to commarid the Succefs. Pn^ 
vious to the fecond fight between the Dutch fleet tinder De 
Ruyter^ and that of theEngliih under prince Rupert, and 
the duke of. Albemarle, he commanded the Matthias of 
fifty-four guns. In that a^ion it appears, from aa 
authentic manufcript lift of the* fleet, he commanded a 
Ihip called the Digar, probably a Dutch prize; of forty 
guns. He very foon was removed into the Newcaftle. 
In the year 1670, he was made commander of the Cen- 
turion, and fent to the Mediterranean for the purpofe of 
pratefting our trade from the outrageous attacks of the 
Algerines, and other piratical ftates in that part of the 
lyorjd. On the 13th of November in the fame year, he 
fell in with an Algerine frigate off Cape de Gatt : but^ 
notwithftandin^ he made every pofltble effort, during a very 
long chace, and partial a£tion, the corfair, from the alUft- 
ancc he derived from his oars, conftantly prevented the 
Centurion from clofmg with him, till the darknefs of the 
light: ^, am end toMheconteft, and. even rendered all 
further purfiiitTruitlcfs. He returned to England in the 
month of May following, having under his proteftion the 
homeward-bound Streights fleet **• In the battle oflF 
jSolebay he continued to command the fame (hip, and was 
foon afterwards promoted, probably on account of his 
gallantry in that adion, to the command of the Leopard 
of fifty-fix guns. h\ all likelihood he died foon after- 
wards, as it'does not appear he ever was appointed to any 
other (hip.-. : . 

' BO WRY, John, — was^appointed bv the duke of York, 
in the year' 1660, to tfie command ot the Drake 3 but it 
does not appear he ever 'ferved afterwards. 
• BROWNE*, John,— tomraanded the Rofebufh in the' 
year 1660, by commiffion from the duke of York, asloid 

* He brought home, at the fame time, the body of Mr. Clifford, 
eldcft Ton of fir Thomas Clifford, who had died at Florence. This 
c^rtamfiance would, probably, not have been worth recording bat for 
the extraordinary fblemnity ufed on the occalion, and the very parti- 
(hilar -regard (beWn to him by the great duke, and all thofe of the 
fnglifli nation who were in tnat country. 
Wfik 
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high admiral ; hut we have not been able to obtain znj 
farther Account of him. 

BUNN, Thomas, — W2ts appointed captain of the Eflex 
in. the year 1660, by the duke of York ; and the following 
year was promoted to the command of the Lyon, a third 
rate of fifty eight guns. He, in all probability, died foon 
afterwards, as it does not appear he was ever appointed 
to any other ihip. 

BUTTON, William*, — ^was appointed, by the duke 
of York, to the command of the Drake fome time in the 
year 1660, whether before John Bo wry, or as his fucceflbr^ 
is not known, nor does it appear he ever had the com- 
mand of another ihip. 

CLARK, Robert, — after having feverally commanded 
the Mary of fifty eight guns, to which he was appointed 
in the year 1660, as well as the St. George of nxty fix, 
and the Royal Charles of eighty>two guns, in the follow- 
ing year, in 1663, was removed into the Antelope of fifty. 
In Lediard's Naval Hiflory, chap, xxxviii. there is a note 
which ftates New York to have been reduced in the year 
1664, by a fquadron under fir Robert Carrf: but as no 
fuch perfon appears on the moft authentic lifts, of naval 
officers, exifting, fome may naturally conclude the name 
to have been mifprinted for Clark* In the year i66c he 
again commanded the. St. George, which he quitted loon 
afterwards for a fmaller ihip, the Gloucefter, a third rate 
of. fifty-eight guns. In the following year he was dif- 
patched, as commodore of a fmall fquadron, to lay off* the 
mouth of the Texel in order to watch the motions of the 
Dutch fleet. He arrived on this ftation the 14th of May, 
and the following day captured feven (out of twelve fail 



, * It may admit of doubt with fome, vhetber this gentleman ever 
exiflcd, or whcihcr he is not the fame perfon who has already been 
taken notice of under the name of William Battin. It may oe fup- 
pofed an error» to which all manufcripts are liable, may have given 
pfe 10 this miftake if it is one. We are inclined, however, to think 
othcrwife, a captain William Button having commanded a fhsp, 
called the Mandrake, during the time of the commonwealth. 

i It is moft probable, after all our invefligations, that fir Robert 
Carr was commander of the land forces ; as, from a thoufand concur- 
ring circumftaaces, we have every reafon to believe fir Robert Holmeg 
to have had the command by fea ac the rcdu£iioQ of New York. 

which 
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^ich were \n compluiy) fliips of 400 tons each from the 
Baltic, bound to Amfterdam; ^e lofaof which muft have 
diftreSed the enemy in the moft eminent degree. The 
3n>roach of the enen^y's fleet obliged hira to quit his 
flation a few days afterwards. Having effeded a junc- 
tion with the duke of Albemarle at the Gunfleet on the 
24th of May, he bore as difttnguifhed a part in the adion, 
which commenced on the i ft of June, as the- fize of the (hip 
he commanded^ ihe being only a fourth rate> would allow. 
The Gloucefter being totally difabted in the adion, cap- 
tain Clark> in teftimony no doubt of the high fenfe the/ 
entertained of his fervices, was promoted by the joinir 
commanders in chief/ to the command of the Triumph, a 
lecond rate. Holding this flation, he s^gain eminently 
fignalized himfelf in the ever-menoorable adion with the^ 
Initch, on the twenty-fifth of July. In the year 1667 
he was removed by the duke of York, firft into the Mon- 
mouth, and afterwards into the Mary ; which laft (hip h« 
was re-appointed to in the year 1669. Th« time and 
place of his death is not known. 

COPPIN, John, — ^was appointed captain of the Cen* 
turion of forty-eight guns m the year i66o» In the 
year 1665 he was promoted to the St. George, a fecond 
rate. He commanded this (hip at that bloody confiiA of 
four day's continuance * between the Dutch fleet under 
De Ruyter, and the Englifli under the duke of Albemarle 
and prince Rupert. Here, with many other brave men, 
he fell exhibiting that gallantry which merited a more 
fortunate, hut not more glorious end. 

COUNTRY, Jeremiah, — commanded the Greyhoun4 
in the year 1660 ; but nothing more is known of him. 

COWES, Richard, — commanded the Paradox at the 
fame time, and is in the fame predicanxint with the laft* 
mentioned gentleman. 

CURTIS, Edmund, — commanding the Newcaftle in 
the fame year with the former, is like them equally un-r 
known in any other refpefi, except that in the duke of 
York's Memoirs, there is an order from him to the prin-r 
cipal officers of the navy board, " To permit captain Curtis 
f < to take away the brafs bafes and pieces of cable to his own 

* )n June 466& 
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^* ufc, which were byhftn takfcnout'^of a- galley funkidiT 
•* the coaft of Spain, for his fcrvicc in defttoying the -faiA'. 
«* galley; as alio that they fhould give diredion for djo 
•* payment of the wages due .to captain Curtis, notwith-- 
'* ftanding any ftop put on the fame. 

CUTTANCE, Henry, — ^was Appointed cotnnnander of • 
the Speedwell in i66e, of the Forrefter in 1661, aad.thc 
Happy Return in 1665, all by commiflion froin the.dul£e* 
of York. 

CUTTANCE, Sir Roger,— commanded . the Royal* 
^^harles, a firft fate of eighty-two guns, in the year 1600 ^ 
die Royal James, of the fame force, in the following year ;• 
and in the year 1665 was removed into the Prince* In* 
this fliip fir Roger, though only ftiled captain, fared as- 
^ice-admiral of the blue under the earl of Sandwich. 
On the I ft of July, 1664, been foon after the duke of 
York's aftion with the Dutch, king Charles (among, 
other commanders who had eminently diftioguifhed- 
thentfelves) knighted captain Cutth?gsi. No fuch ' 
name appears on the lift of officers we have already 
alluded to: the miftake, on one fide, or other, has 
evidently arifen from a corruption in the pronunci^ 
ation. 'Tis probable he died foon afterwards, or retired 
irom fervice, as neither public hiftory, nor private infor- 
ination aftbrd us any thing further relative to him. 

DALE, William*, commanded the Francis Prize in. 
1660, the Fox and Golden Lyon in 1665, the London 
hired ftiip in i666, and the Hind Dogger in 1673, 

DE GENS, Johr\,-rCom?handed the Mary yatch in . 
1660, and the K^herine yatcji in 1661..' Nothing fur-r 
ther is known of him. 

DL\MONr), Thqmas, — was captain of the Martin 
at the time of the reftoration. No further mention is 
made of him. 

DUCK, Robert,— captain of the' Hunter at the fame 
period, is in the fame fituation. 

FENN, Henry, — was appointed, by his royal .faig^nefs 
the duke of York, to command the Briftol, a fourth rate. 



• It is moft likely this gf ntlcman never rofjp 10 anv higher raak 
than that oF mafter and commander: though no fuch diftindion being 
then ufcd, be i&in&rted in the lift of captains commftiidtBg poA flit]»sj 
that is to fay, of twenty guns and upward^ 

t So fpcit in the boob of tne Herald*! college. 

' ?" 
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in the year i66o. He was promoted to the Montague; 
a third rate of fifty eight' gimsy in 1664; and re-commif- 
fioned for the fame fliip the following yean No further 
notice being takdn of- him^ it is mod probable he either 
died foon afterwards, or retired. 

FISHER, Thomas,^ommanded the Guernfey in the 
year 1660, but was never appointed to any other (hip. 

. FLATCHER, John, — ^was appointed captain of the 
Eagle in 1660, and in ^1667 of the Little Gift. A cir- 
cumftance which, under the prefent regulations of the navy 
-would appear extraordinary,' occurs in the Memoirs cSf 
this eentleman. After having ferved as commander of 
the Eagle and Little Gift; in the year 1669 he ferved as 
lieuteniknt of the Forefight of forty-eight guns; and in 
the year 1672 was again appointed a tommander, as 
-captaftn of the French Vidory. In the naval lift is the 
follDwing note againft his name, " Loft hisjhif and flew 
from trial.** But no intelligence can be coUeSed trom 
hiftory, when, or in what manner, the fhip was loft. 

GILPIK, Barnard,— after having commanded the 
Bredah in 1660, the Matthias in 1^2, the Hedor in 
1663, the Kent and Dreadnought in 1664, was drowned in 
the month of ApHli 665 • iut the particular circumftances 
attendipgthis misfortune we arc not informed of. 

GREEN, Richard, — we know nothing more of this 
getitleman than that*he commanded the Sorlings, by com- 
miflion from thedu)^e of York, in the year 1660. 

H ANN AM, or H ANH AM, Willoughby,— command- 
ed the Kent, of forty-fix guns, in the year 1660 ; in the 
year 11664 hewas promoted to the Rainbow, a third rate of 
fifty-fix guns. In the firft engagement with the Dutch in 
the following year, he commanded the Rcfolution of fifty- 
eight giins, where he negle6ted not the opportunity af- 
forded him by fortune of fignalizing himfclf exceedingly, 
it being afferted by fome that he facrificcd his (hip (which 
was burnt in this adion) bv generoufly interpofing between 
the rear-admiral of the bfue (Kempthornej and a Dutch, 
firefhip, which was preparing to board him. Others fay 
that the vice-admisal of Zealand finding the Refolution 
completely difabled, -ordered a firefliip to board her: this 
was performed with fuccefs, notwithftanding every effort 
of her gallant commander to extricate himfelf, and all the 

exertion 
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exertion ihattould ^offibly be made hy fir Edward Spragge^ 
trice -admiral of the blufe, for thfe fame pUrpofc. The 
officers awd crew were faved ; and captain Hannam was 
foott afterwa^rds aopointed to the Mary, a fliip of the fame 
force and rate, in 1668 he was appointed to the Old 
Jamc^, a fecortd rate of feventy guns. In 1672 he com- 
manded the St. George, and was foon removed into the 
Triumph, a (hip of fcventy-two guns; in which fliip he 
fatally but glonoufly terminated a life, many years of 
which he had devoted to the fervice of his country, being 
killed on the 28th of May 1672, in the aftion, off Sole^ 
bay, with the Dutch fleet under the command of Dc 
Ruyter. 

HARRISON, Mark, — ^was appointed captain of thtt 
Elias, by the duke of York, in 1000; of the Rainbow in 
1663, the Centurion in 1665, the Unicorn in the follow* 
ing year, and in the year 1672 was re-appointed to the 
Rainbow; after which time no farther notice is taken of 
him. 

HAYWARD, John, fen.— commanded the Plymouth 
at the time of the reftoration ; and in the fame year wa^ 
made commander of the Dover by the duke of York. In 
1664 he was appointed to the Referve, and the following 

J ear to the Dunkirk. In June 1666 he was appointed, 
y prince Rupert and the duke of Albemarle, to fucoeed 
captain Coppin, of the St. George, who was killed in ac- 
tion. In 1067 he Was promoted, by the duke of York, 
to the command of the Baltimore. In 1668 he com- 
manded the York of fifty- fix guns. In the following 
year he was removed into the Forefight, a fourth rate. 
From this time he does not appear to have been employed 
till the breaking out of the (econd Dutch war, when he 
was appointed captain of the Old James, a fecond rate. 
The following year he commanded the Sovereign ; from 
which fhip he was very foon afterwards removed, by 
prince Rupert, into the Royal Charles, a firft rate. In 
this command he fell, in the adion with the Dutch fleet 
which took place in the month of Auguft, 1673, finifliing 
gallantly, and covered with wounds, a long life nobly 
exerted in the fervice of his country. 

HIGGINSON, Samuel.— Nothing further is faid of 
this gentleman, than that he commanded the Eagle at tiie 
time^f the refloration. 

HODGES, 
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HODGES, RichaFd,-:-wa6, in the year i66c, ap-» 
pointed captain of the Guernfey by the duke of York. 
In the year 1662 he commanded the Weftergate; and in 
1664 was promoted to the Swallow, a fourth rate of 
forty-fix guns. In the duke of York's Memoirs are in- 
ftrufkions to this gentleman, as commodore of a fmall 
fquadron fent to Elfinore, in the year 1662, to convoy a 
fleet of merchant (hips from that place to Harwich. It 
is mod likely he died foon afterwards, no further mention 
being made of him. 

IJOLMES, Sir Robert, — commanded tlie Bramble at 
the time of the reftoration, and was, in the courfe of the 
fame year, fuccefllvely appointed to the Truelove and the 
Henrietta. In the year 1661, he was promoted to 
the Charles, and fent, as commodore of a fmall fquadron 
con fi fling of four frigates, to the coaft of Africa to make 
reprifals on the Dutch, who refufed to make good their 
treaty they had entered into with the Englifli ; and had, in 
other inftances, been guilty of great enormities, particu- 
larly in that part of the world, where they had, contrary 
to all the laws of nations, and exifting treaties, pofleired 
themfelvcs of CapcCorfe Caftle by force. Major* Holmes, 
as he was then called, had, on this occafion, the fingular 
honour of being permitted to wear the union flag at hid 
main-top-mart headt, which is now the diftinguifhing 
tnark of the commander-in-chief of the fleet. Having 
atchievcd all that was poflible with his very limited 
force, and difpoireffed the Dutch from feveral of their 
forts, he returned home ; and was, in the next year, 
(1662) appointed to command the Referve, a fourth 
rate of forty-eight guns. In the year 1663 he was re* 
moved into the Jerfey of the fame rate, carrying fifty 
guns, and fent, a fecond time, to the coaft of Africa for 
the exprefs purpofe of reducing Cape Corfe Caftle^ 
Having, in his paffage, pofleired himfelt of fufficient au- 
thentic documents of the hoftile and treacherous inten- 
tions of the Dutch, he rtfolved, with the greateft patrio- 



* The diftinflions now in ufe among land officcrt onljr, being then 
sndircnininately applied both to them, and naval commaQderr. 
i As foon u he was clear of the ChanncL 
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lifin> (inaftnucfras he rifked incurring popular ccnfurc hy 
exceeding his orders) to punifli their infamous condud* 
With this intention, having arrived the latter end of Ja- 
siuary at the Capede Verde, he proceeded ^to attack the 
ifland of Goree, which, though ftrongly fortified and re- 
fohitely defended, he took ih the courfe of a few hours. 
Elevated by this fo much nierited fuccefs, he next at- 
tackdd the fort of St. George Del Mina, the ftrongeft fort 
in that part of the world poffefled'by the Dutch. Here 
bis former good fortune failed him^ though without the 
fmalleft negled, or defedl, on the part of fir Robert, or his 
people, either ii) point of courage, or prudence. In re- 
compenfe, however, for his failure in this inftance. For- 
tune aided him almofi to a miracle in his next, which was 
the reduftion of Cape Corfe Caftle. Having atchieved 
this exploit he failed for North America, where, in con- 
jnn<5lion with fir Robert Carr, he reduced the ifland of 
New York. After his return home * he was, in the year 
1665, appoinkd to command the Revenge, a third 
rate of^flf>}veight guns ; .and in the following year was 
made cagtain of the Defiance, a new fliip of fixty-four 
guns. King Charles,, attended by the duke of York, 
prince Rupert, and a ntimber of 'perfons of very high 
diftinflion being prefent .at the .time of launching this 
ihip, on the 27th of lyiarch,..C9i|ferred on her intended 
commander the honour of "khighthocxl. After having 
diilinguiflicd himi'clf very confpicuoufly during the firfl 
aftion with the Dutch, be was promoted to be rear-admiral 
of the red fquadron as foon as the fleet returned into 
port to be refitted.. On this occafion he hoifted his flag 
on board the Henry, a fecond rate of feventy-two guns, 
and after having acquitted himfcif in the fecond fight, 
which took^ptace on the 25th of July, with his ufual 
gallantry, he was detached, by the commanders-in-chief, 

• Itrappears by a note in Campbcll'i Lives of tbe.Acimrrals) that 
fir Robert was, on his return home,' put'under an arrcft and confined, 
'till hi&C0Qdu£l, as to whether he had, or had iiot,.in(iinfted the laws of 
nations, had been properly invefligated. It is farther faid, that he bad 
not, through his fcveral expeditions to the coaft of Guinea, afted 
under comniiflion from the crown, but as commander of a priva<^ 
leering expedition fitted out by the Engliffa African company, at that 
tunc padonifcd by the duke of York* 

prince 
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l^rince Rupert, and the dukfe of Albemarle^ who, on thii 
occafion, put five fourth-Zatesi four fifth<^rate6, five fire- 
ihipS) and feven bomb^ketches, under his command^ to 
deitroy a large fleet of merchantmen * lying between the 
ifladds of Ulie and Schellinjg. The moR brilliant fuccefs 
crowned this enterprize. The two men of war» and all the 
merchantmen^ ten or twelve only excepted t, being burnt. 
The following day, fir Robert effected a landing with 
eleven companies of foldiers, which he had been furniflied 
with for this expeditioui on the ifland of Schelling } and 
having burnt the town of fiandaris, and carried off a very 
coniiderable booty, he reimbarked his troops, with the lofs 
of only twelve men, killed and wounded, m the whole ex- 
pedition: after taking and deftroying of the enemy's 
property^, to the amount of eleven or twelve hundred 
thoufand pounds* He failed, foon afterwards, for the 
Strelghts, fo that he may be faid to have pafled the re- 
mainder of the Dutch war in a kind of ina&ivity. Return- 
ing from thence, with a fleet of merchantmen under his 
convoy, in the month of September, 1667, he wa& ap- 
pointed commander-in-chief of the Portfmouth fquadron, 
with permlflion to wear the union flag at his main-top- 
mail head. This appointment was, probably, of the 
fame nature as that which is now called the port admiral. 
On this occafion he hoifted his flag on board the Defiance 



* The fmalleft of which was two handred tons burthen. The fleet 
COnCfled of 170 fail, giyrded by two men of war. 

f Thefc efcaped by hawlin| up into a narrow creek, under the 
prcNeAion of a Uuineaman of twenty-four guns, where their fitu-* 
atioa proteded them fo favourably, that our boau could not get u 
them. 

t We cannot do a greater piece of jaftice, as well to the memory 
of fir Robert^ the commander, as the captains under htm, than by in« 
ferting the remark, publiihed in the Gazette, on this great and memo- 
fable exploit. 

** On our fide we can only obferve in it a wife and prudent 
counfel, feafonably taken and mod vigoroufly executed i the whole, 
by the bleffing of God,*attended with admirable' fuccefs, without any 
confiderable lofs in the attempt ; the feveral ofitcers and commanders 
on the occafion bringing home a juft reward of glory and reputation^ 
and the common feamen and foldiers their pocjLets well-filled with 
ducau and other rich fpoil, which was founa in great plenty."—— 
Gazette, No. 79. 

Vot, L C ' pl 
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of fixty-four guns ; from which (hip, he foon afterwanlif 
removed into the Cambridge^ of the fame force. About 
(he fame time he was made governor of the Ifle of Wight, 
and had the honour of entertaining king Charles for feveral 
days fiicceflively, in an excurfion he made thither^ ac* 
companied by the duke of York, prince Rupert, and 
divers others of the nobility of the firft diftindion, in the 
month of July, ityi. Sir Robert's preparation on this 
occafion was every way fitting the charaftcr, and dignity 
of his royal ai:d noble guefts. In 1672 he was appomted 
commander-in-chief of a fquadron fitted out to attack the 
Dutch Smyrna fleet ♦. Having hoifted his flag on board* 
the Saint Michael, he fell in with the Dutch convoy, con- 
fiding of fcventy-two merchantmen, guarded by fix men 
of war, on the 13th of March, Their approach, owin^ 
to fome delay or negle£l at home, in fitting out the fhips, 
was, at this time, rather mal a prspos* Five frigates only, 
compofed the whole force under fir Robert, thotigh hit 
fleet, if completed, was to have confifted of thirty-fix men 
of war. On the Dutch refnfing to ftrike, an a£tk>ft im- 
mediately commenced, and continued till night put an end 
to the combat, without fir Robert being able to obtain any 
advantage. When the weaknefs of the Englifli force is 
confidered, it will appear, tlSat fo far from this want 
of fucccfs being a matter of wonder, or owing to a 
want of gallantry, or good conduft, it ougHt only to 
excite our regret, in the higheft degree, that fo much 
bravery fhould have been exerted in vain. The Dutch 
convoy confined of fix men of wat \ and having had 
timely xwtice of our intention to attack them, they drevr 
out, to their aflrftance, above twenty of their (louteft 
merchant Ihips, mounting from twenty to forty gim» 
each: jet, dlfproportionate as was the force' under- fir 
Robert, he hciltutcd not a moment to attack them; 
and, if he ac<juired not the fiibftantial proof of having 
r-^ptured his enemy, he, by mere dint of valour, obtained 
the hard-earned glory of having worded him. On the 
following day, being reinforced by three more frigates, 
and two or three fmall veflels, he renewed his attacK, but 

♦ His orders on thii occaBon arc to be found in the duke of York** 
Xicmoirs, bearing dace chc 5th of Maich, i67i-fi. 

ftiU 
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ftill withoiJit fuccefs; Sir Rpbert^ though wounded, did 
hot yet dcfpair ; — ^though foiled,- he ever continued un- 
daunted : — and renewing his attack on the afternoon of 
the iame day, after a deijperate a£ticn he mide himfelf 
mailer of one of the Dutch men of war, of fifty- four guhs^ 
which was the rear-admiral of the fquadron. ,Lediard 
fays, this fhip was takeii by fir Robert himfetf : but 
C^ampbell attributes the atchievement to his brother, fir 
John Holmesj at that time captain of the Glouceftei "*. 
The prize had received fo much damage in the aflion, 
that fhe funk ioon afterwards ; and the ireft of the Dutch 
fleet effeded their retreat, with no further lofs than four 
or five of their tnerchant fliips, which were taken : this 
was the laft fervice.cver effefted by this brave and gallant 
manfc Owing to fome of thofe fecrct cabals which exift 
in all courts, he was no longer employed, tt is afferted 
by Campbell, who appears to bea^r no great good-will to 
(xj Robert, that his ill fuccefs on thi$ occafion was entirely 
owing to his unwillingnefs to fliare^ with fir Edward 
Spragge, the glory he might acquire in the aflion. This 
piece of information, of which no notice is taken by other 
niftorians, is cxtraQcd from Andrew Marvel's Growth of 
^^P^^ and is thus related : — " On the i 2th of January 
" fir Edward Spragge met with fir Robert Holrties's 
" fquadron near the Iflc 6f Wight, and iipon fir Robert's 
** enquiring news, fir Edward very frankly told him he 
'* had tailea feveral days with the Dutch Smyrna fleet, 
" and that in a day or two they might be expefled."' 
Campbell further relates from Marvel, " that fir Edward 
** Spragge*s fquadron was ftill in fight, when fir Robert 
'' Holmes attacked the Dutch Smyrna fleet, aiid that cap- 
** tain Legge made fail after him, to bring him back to 
** their aiuftance, till called aWav by a gun from his 
" own admiral;" but this is, perhaps, trufting a little 
too much to report. No doubt can be entertained 
but that the whole Dutch fleet would have been captured 
if the jundion of the two admirals had taken place : wc^ 
have, therefore, to lament, that the thirft of glory, how- 
ever commendable in itfelf, ihould be carried to fuch an 
extent, as to militate againft the interefts of the nation* 
" ' .... 1 ^ , , 

* In this Caaanbell is perfeftly right.— Vide Gasetrc, No. 660. 

C% It 
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It is reported, that an irreconcilable breach between fir 
Edward Spragge and fir Robert, was the confequencc of 
this feeming negleft ; a breach highly to be regretted, as 
having taken place between two men, who had both, at 
dlfFerent periods, fo well deferved of their country ; and 
which not only injured the reputation, but alfo caufed 
that country to be deprived of the fervices of one of them* 
♦Retiring from aSive life, fir Robert left behind him a re- 
putation which even the malice of his enemies has nevdr' 
dared to attack, and which the ravages of time will nq|^ 
be able to injure. 

. JONES, Morgan, — ^was appointed by the duke of 
York, in the year I $60, commander of the Kinfale. In 
the year 1662 he commanded the Sstisfadion, and was 
foon afterwards removed into the Fox. — Further of hina 
we know not. 

JOWLES, Valentine, — ^was appointed, in the year 
1660, captain of the Dolphin; but does not appear to 
have had any command afterwards. 

K I RBY,' Robert, — was appointed commander of the 
Ruby in the year 1660. The following year he was re- 
moved into the Conftant Warwick ; and, in the year 166411 
commanded the Bredah, a fourth rate of forty-eight guns. 
—He does not appear to have ferved afterwards. 

LAND, Henry, — commanded the Weymouth pink 
at the time of the reftoration. 

LARGE, Thomas, — ^was appointed, in the year 1660, 
by the duke of York, to command the Lark. 

LAW SON, Sir John. — ^As a preface to the Memoirs 
of this great man, the editor of Campbell very juftly ob- 
Ibrves, that *^ a man of real integrity, who a^s always 
** from the difiates of his reafon, will be fure to raifc 
*' a high charaSer, and to be.juftly efteemed even by thofe 

* On the 9^ of July, 1675, he had, fe fecond time, the faoooar of 
enteruining king Charles the fecond in the Ifle of Wiekt, of whick 
he continued governor. And, in the reign of James the Iccond, we^ 
find, in the Gazettes No. se8f , and 8315, two declarations, announc* 
ingjfir Robert Holmes commander-in-chief of a fquadron deftined toad 
in the Weft Indies againft the pirates, or buccaneers, who then gctc* 
Youfly inftfted that part of the world. But it does not appear what 
fnrcrfs it met with, Of whether fir Robert ever failed on die cxpe- 
ditioa* 

who 
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^ who differ from him ever fo widely in fentiments/* 
Admiral Lawfon is a forcible indance of the truth of tbit 
opinion^ diilering from the royalift party^ as widely as a 
temperate man could^ both in religious and political opi- 
nions; foon as he found the welfare of bis country 
adually flood in/ieed of fuch a meafure, he became highly 
xnftrumental to the reftoiation of Charles the fccond, and 
ever continued to pofTefs his moft unlimited confidence. 

It appears he was a perfon of mean oriein, his father 
having Deen a man in a very low ftation at Hull. Yoiihg 
Lawfon, either throueh choice or neceflity, betook him- 
felfy very earW in life, to the fea. He gradually, and 
merely in confequence of his own particular merit, rofe, 
from the humbleft office, to a moft diftinguiihed rank Jn 
the fervice. The iirfl notice we find taken of him is in 
the year i6j{3, at which time he commanded the Fairfax. 
In the firfl aSipn between the Dutch and the Engliih 
fleets, Lawfon, by his great ^Ilantry, refcued the 
Trimnph, on boaid which flirp me admirals Blake and 
De^m were, from the very center of the enemy's fqua- 
dron, though not without the greatefl rifk to himfelf, nor 
till his admirars ihip, nKifl feverely prefTed, was in the 
mofl imminent dan^ of being either taken or deftroyed, 
Blake himfelf being wounded, her captain killed, and 
pearlv an hundred of her crew. In the fecond adion, 
whicn quickly followed, Lawfon boarded, and carried ofF 
in triumph, one of the Dutch men of war ; and in the 
purfuit confequeot to the a^ion, made himfelf mafler of 
a fecond. In grateful teflimony of his gallantry, the 
parliament promoted him, immediately afterwards, to the 
rank of rear-admiral. In the third a£lion, which' took 

{>lace the fame year, and began on the lil of June, Law* 
on, with the blue fauadron^ attacked De Ruyter with fo 
much visour, .th^t nis divifion was entirely broken, and 
he himfelf woqid, in all probability, have-oeen taken, or 
funk, bad he not been, very opportunely, relieved by Van 
Tromp. This fuccour arrivine, Lawfon was obliged to 
content himself with havine lunk one of their fliips^ 
mounting forty-two guns. On the ^th of July a fourth^ 
^nd roor^ bloody a£lion than any which had preceeded it, 
took place. The havock made anoong the enemy's fhips, 
|iot lef« thfm. thirty of which were lunk, ^cftr^yed, or 
C3 ^ taken. 
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gten, and the {laughter of their men, compelled tjic 
utch to folicita peace, on fuch terms as Cromwell, now 
become dictator to the parliament, would be pleafed to 
allow it them. The ihare borne by Lawfon, now a 
a vice-admiral, was, in this adlion, as diflinguifhed as it 
had been in either of the former ; and being left, after it 
was over, to block up their port^, he, in a very fliort 
time, took no lefs than cight-and-thlrty of th^ir fhips and 
veflels. For this, and his preceding eminent fervices, the 

farliament voted him a gold chain. The peace with the 
)iitch having taken place, as has been already obferved, 
ibon afterwards, no further mention is made of the vice- 
admiral till the year 1657, 'when, though fteadily attached 
to a republican form of government, having long become 
hoftile'to that whimfical "change created in it by the ufur- 
pation of Cromwell, he was (in ponfequence,'it muft be 
confefled, of his intrigues, intending to deftroy that ufur- 
pationj arrefted, and committed to the Tower. Too 
- great tor public punifhment, under a government built on 
fo very flepder a foundation, he was foon difcharged ; and 
unwilling to give fanSioq to a man, whofe tyranny he 
abhorred, or to fupport, even in appearance, meafureshe 
completely detefted, he retired from public life, till the 
death of Cromwell, in the year 1058, brought hini 
once niore from obfcurity. Experience had long fmce 
taught all nioJerate men, that the form of government 
then exifting, had It even proved more congenial to the 
temper of the people than it ^ftually was, could not 
continue longer than while that intrepid and daring, 
though politically, as well as morj^lly wicked charaftcr, 
which had hitherto maintained it in the zenith of all its 
glory, fubfifted : or unlefs fome equally bold and for- 
midable fpirit fhould fuddenly ftart up as a farther 
fcourge to a nation, not yet fufticiently punifhed for its 
iniquity, and folly in purfuing a vifibnary fleeting phan- 
tom, and miftakmg the melancholy ravings of- fanatics 
and republicans, for the well-digefted code of permanent, 
political liberty. Lawfon^ therefore, once among the 
loremoft fupporters of what wascalleithe commonwealth, 
feeing at length the erroneous principles of his own po- 
litics, honeftly and wifely came, very early, into the 
mcalurcs taken by Monk for the demolition of thit 

tyranny 
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tfrmny which he himfelf had» among others, contributed 
to ereA and aggrandize. On the return of admiral 
M<i^ntague from the BahiCy Lawfon was pitched upon, by 
the parliament, as the iitleft perfon to take the command 
pf the fleet : and from the meafures fo prudentlv con- 
certed between admiral Montague, general Monlc, and 
himfelf, the reftoration of monarchy was effefled with a 
tranquillity difpleafing to fome, and aftoniihing to all ; a 
tranquillity which added new luftre to the charad^crs of 
thofe who had, with fuch prudence, projedled, and with 
fo much firmnefs executed fo great an undertaking. 
One of the iirft ads of royalty exercifed by Charles, ajfter 
the parliamentary acknowlegement of his office and au« 
tfaoritv, was that of conferrmg knighthood on Lawfon, 
a moderate compenfation, perhaps, for the fervices ren- 
dered by him, yet ftrongly indicative of their intrinfic 
worth, from the time * and manner in which it was be- 
llowed. Charles, however, had fcarce taken pofleffion 
of his throne^ when he gave fir John Lawfon a more 
liibdantial proof of his good opinion, by apjpointing him 
a commiilioner of the navy. Very foon afterwards t he 
was fent vice-admiral^ under the earl of Sandwich, into 
the Mediterranean, and, after having affifted in the demo- 
lition of the Algerine (hipping, was left, by the earl, with 
a fquadron to harrafs the enemv and pioteSt our own 
trade. This fervice he mod eiFeaually performed ; but, 
during the time he was engaged in it, a mifunderftanding 
arofe between him, and the Dutch admiral, De Ruyter, 
refpeding a naval compliment, a falute, which aflfbrded 
the latter a pretext for withdrawing himfelf; and, at z 
future day, one to king Charles, for declaring war againft 
the States. The conduA of fir John, in this dilagreable 
affair, is, however, to be attributed to its true caufe, 
<' not to any captious turn in the temper of the admiral 
himielf, but to his pofitive orders, mt to return the/aluti 



* He being knighted in Holland immediately on his arrival there 
with atoiral Montague and the fleet, for the purpofe of convoying 
the king to England, he waa appointed to command the London loba 
afterwards. 

f On the 19th of June, 1661, at which tiae he removed into the * 
Sviftfurc. 

G4 '* 



Digitized by 



Google 



94 IIVES AHD CHARACTER <MP 

to thejbtps of any prince or ftate whatever. ^^, In the year 
1662, at tne time the e^iriof Sandwich returned home 
from Liibon, convoying the princefs Catherine, the in- 
tended queen of Charles, fir John failed for theStrei^ts. 
Being then left commander-in-chief f6r that expedition, 
he removed his flag into the Refolution ; and by his pni* 
dent as well as Ipirited conduS, compelled the ftates of 
Algiers to pnter mto an accommodation : but the terms 
infifted on by him, though equitable, and> in every re- 
fpeft, confiftent with the laws of nations, being fuch as 
were incompatible with the temper of a ftate fubfifting 
chiefly ))y piracy, it was broke off; and fir John had, a 
very few days afterwards, the fatisfadion to make prize 
of ope of their principal corfairs, mounting thirty-four 
guns. Being ordered home before he had been able to reduce 
them, a fecond lime, to reafon, he left fir Thomas Allen 
commander-iurchief in his room, ^s has been already (hewn 
in the life of that oflScer. On his return to England he 
found the Dutch war on the point of being declared : it was, 
indeed, in confequenc^ of the approaching rupture that he 
was recalled, in order that he might ferve as rear-admiral of 
of the red under the duke of York. This compliment 
paid him by his fovereign was particularly flattering to 
liim*. And it is reported by Campbell, that the advice 
given t by him to king Charles, would have tended much 
more to bring* the war to a fpcedy conclufion than the 
ponduft which really was purfued : be that as it m^y, the 
iiemainder of the nrft year, after hoftilities were rc- 
folved on, parted over without an afiion, the Dutch 
quietly fuffering themfelves to be blocked up in their 
ports, by the fuperior fleet of the En^lifli, But from 
their great exertions made during the wmter and ^nfuing 
fpring, Obdjfn de Waffaneer was enabled to put to fea^ 
in the month of May, 1665, with a fleet confifting of no 
lefs than an hundrea and twenty men of war, befidesfire-- 
fbips. 0n the 3d of June both th^ fleets met ; and, after 
a long and very fpirited conteft, a moft complete victory 

* He hoifled his flag, firft, in hii old fhip the Swiftfure, and, m 
1665, on board the Royal Oak. 

f To direfl our operations principally againft their commerce; ii| 
l^er rcfpcfU^ to a& on the dcfenfivc ^nly. 
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CJI to the fide of the Englifli, a viAory which hardlv 
cotspenfated for the lives of thofe gallant perfons which 
were loft in obtaining it. Among thefe was fir John 
JLawfon, who, on this occafion, had hoifled his flag on 
board the London. Wounded in the knee b]^ a mufquet-r 
ihot at the conclufion of an engagement, in which he 
had fo earnefily laboured to ac(^uire vidory, he had, 
J^owever, the fatisfadion of feeing thofe labours crowned 
with their fo much merited fuccefs. Being conveyed ta 
Greenwich, the warmeft hopes of his recovery were en- 
tertained for fome days : but at length, according to the 
language of phyfic, matters taking an unfavourable turn^ 
a gangrene commenced, and put a period to his exiftencc 
<m the a9th of June, 1665 *. 

Such was the end of the gallant fir John Lawfon, ft 
man whofe name deferves remembrance, and whofe fanoie 
ought to be recorded, were it on no other account than 
his having faid, *^ that an officer had nothing to do with 
foiitital di/af(Jl(mSf or Jpecutatwi opinions conaming govern^^ 
nuni: his firfty and tndnd bis onfy objeH might to ii, TO 

SERVE HIS COUNTRY." 

MARTIN, Robert.—Nothing farther is known of 
tills gentleman than that he commanded the Dover at the 
time of the reftoration. 

MIDDLETON, Hugh,— probablv was the fon or 
grandfon of the celebrat^ fir^ugh Kfiddleton, knight^ 
who, in the reign of king Charles the firft, projeded and 
' ■ ■ .1 . i ,, 

* There is a curious and very interefiing anecdote related of hiia 
hy Clarendoo, ivbo ^ves him thie followins charadcr. " There wat 
an irreparable lofs this day in fir John LawTon^ who was admiral of a 
fquadroo, and of fo eminent (kill and condud on al! maritime occa- 
fionsy that bis counfel was mofi coniidered in all debates; and the 
Rieateft feamen were ready to receive advice from him. Juft before 
Be went to fea for the laft time, be paid a vifit to the chaixellor and 
.trcafurer, and, after having opcnea to them the condition of bia 
finances, which, it feems, were by nomeins in fo flourifiiing a iltm^ 
tton as the world in general thought them, he requefted of them, 
(to ufe Clarendon's own words) that if be fliould mifcarry in this 
enterprise, the king would give his wife two hundred pounds a year 
fior her life ; if he lived, be defired nothing ; he hoped he iboul^ 
tb<;n make fome provifion for bis family, by his own induflry. The 
fuit was fo modefi that they willingly informed his majefly of it, who 
as gracioufly granted it ; fo that the poor man went very contentedly 
Jf9 Wurork, and periibed as gallantly iirit*'* 

per- 
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perfeded the fcheme of fupplying London with wntttff 
be that as it may, we a;e forrv we have nothing further 
to record of this gentleman , tnan that, in the year 1660, 
he* was appointed, by the duke of York, to the command 
of the Kinfalcw 

MOOTHAM , Peter, — ^was made commander of the 
Forefight, by the duke of York, in the year i66o« He 
was not appointed to any other (hip till the year 16659 
when he was made captain of the Princefs* He conti- 
nued fo till the followmg year, when he unfortunately 
fell in that adion whidi terminated Co fatally to the lives^ 
though not to the glory, of fuch a number ot his contem** 
poraries, on the 4th of June, i666. 

NIXON* Edward, — ^was appointed captain of the 
Phoenix in 1660, of the Mermaid in the following ^ear, 
and the Elizabeth in the year 1664, all by coomuffion 
from the duke of York. — ^No further mention is made of 
liim. 

NUTTON, Michad,—- was appointed captain of the 
Norwich in the year 1660, but never had any other com^t 
mand. 

PDINTZ, John,— commanded the Richmond in the 
^ear x66o, and the Maryland Merchant in the year 
1664, 

POOLE, Jonas, — was appointed to the Leopard in 
^he year 1660, and the Ann in 1661, both by commiifion 
from the duke of York. In 1662 he was made captain 
t>f the Newcaftle of fifty guns, by the earl of Sandwich, 
he being then under his command at Lifbon. In 1664 
he was appointed, by the duke of York, firft, to command 
the Dover, and, fecondly, the London. The warrant 
author! fine hiin to imprefs three hundred men, for the 
purpofe of manning this fliip, is publiihed in the duke of 
York's Memoirs. In the following year he commanded 
the Vanguard, and, in all probability, died, or retired, 
foon afterwards^ as, in the year |666, we find that fhip 
commanded by another gentleman. 

POOLE, Sir William, — ^was defcended from an an* 
cient and honourable family eftablilhed at Poole, in the 
hundred of Wirral, in Chcfliirc. Soon after the rcftora- 
lion he was appointed, by the duke of York, to command 
the Martin, in i66> he was promoted to the Charity 
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of forty-fix guns. In 1663 he commanded Ac Advice, 
find was re-appointed to the fame (hip in the year 1665, 
6oon afterwards, the adion taking place between the 
duke of York and the Dutch, he was put into the St, 
George, in all likelihood to fupply the place, //19 tempore , 
of her former commander, who had either been killed or 
removed ipto another fhip, as he does not appear to have 
been regularly commiflioned by the duke of York, as lord 
high admiral. In 1666 he commanded the Mary of 
fifty-eight guns, by commiffion from the joint admirals, 
prince Rupert and the duke of Albemarle. In 1669 he 
Was appointed, 'by the duke of York, to command the 
Crown ; and, ip the year 1672, fuccelBvely commanded 
the Jerfey, Plymouth, and St. David. Towards the end 
of this year he was commodore of the expedition fent 
againft Tobago, fir Tobias Bridges commanding the 
land forces, and to his perfonal exertion the fuccefs is 
principally owing. The troops being landed, in their firft 
attempt, either through the ignorance, or treachery of the 
guide, in a place extremely unfavourable to future ope* 
ration, and where they were momentarily in danger of 
beiqg cut oii> captain Poole went, himfelf, on ihore to 
fuperintend their re -embarkation, which was eflfeAed 
without lofs. On the following day, the 19th of De- 
cember, 1672, the troops were re-landed, under cover 
of the 3t* David, after ihe had endured a mod tremen* 
dous fire, from all the forts and batteries, for five hours. 
The fiiccefs attending this a£tion was as complete as the 
undertaking was brilliant ; a capitulation being immedi* 
ately propofed, and the ifland furrendered without further 
bloodihed. For this fervice it is, moft probable, he was 
knighted. On the 27th of February, 1676, he received 
a commiffion from the king * to command the Leopard. 
In this (hip he was Tent conmiodore to Newfoundland^ 
and from thence failed, at the clofe of the year, as is cuf«- 
tomary, with the convoy for the ftreights. He returned 
to England, having the Streights fleet under his protedion, 
in the month of May following. On the nth of Sep- 

^ * Who, fince the pafline of the Teft Ad, and the confeouent ro- 
tireTnent of the duke of York, had underuk^n te manage the aibin 
pf the navy bimreif. 
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lember, 1678, he was, under the fame authority^ ap^mt* 
ed to commaiid the Happy Return, and a^n fent 
to the StreightSy where he continued for fonoe time, dili- 
gently fulfilling every thing that could be expeded from 
a prudent and adive commander, affording, on every oc« 
cafion, all the prote£lion in his power to our own com- 
merce, and leaving no means unattempted to check the 
depredations of the corfairs. On the 21ft of June, 1685, 
he was appointed to the Samuel and Mary, which is the 
laft (hip ne ever«commanded. It is fomewhat fingular 
that any man, more efpecially of fir William's rank and 
family confe^uence, mould have continued five-and- 
twenty years m fervice and be fo little noticed by hiftori- 
ans. We muft naturally conclude his charader, and jre* 
nutation as an officer was unblemifhed, or he would not 
nave been fo repeatedly entnifted with a command. We 
can, therefore, only lanient, that Fortune fo unkindly de- 
.prived him, as it has many others, of that opportunity of 
diftinguiihing himfelf, which, if feized, (as we have no 
jreafon in the world to fuppofe but that it would have been) 
would have placed him on an ecjuality, in point of public 
fame, with the mod gallant of his cotemporaries. 

ROOTH, Sir Richard, — ^was appomted, by the duke of 
Yorki'captain of the Dartmouth, in the year 1660: in 
1663 ht qopimanded the Harp : in 1664 he was re- 
commiflipned for the Dartmouth : in 1667 he commanded 
the St. David ; and, in the following year, the Garland. 
Durixig the time he commanded this (nip, which was one 
of fir Thomas Allen's fquadron, in the Mediterranean, he 
was left, by that admiral, to block up the port of Sallee. 
While he was employed on this fervice he had the good 
fortune to meet with four of their corfairs * which wero 
efcortinc home three prizes which tbey had taken. On 
captain Rooth's attacking them, in conjun£tion with cap- 

* One on the 25th of September, (a pi ok of eight guns and eigbtjF 
men) togettier with her prize. On the 27 th of the fame month Xhty 
drove on (bore the priie belong ng to another corfair ; and, on the 
t8th| the corfair herfelf, mounting twenty-two suns, and carrying 
one hundred and fifty men : on the 5th of Ottober, tbey drove 
two more corfairi on more, of eight guns and eighty men aach, and 
%vith them a prize they had taken ; by which fervice the naval for«a 
•f Sallce was reduced to one fingle veflel, which waa fitting for fea. 
9 tain 
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tl0n Buftow of the FranciSi they all ran afhore and pe- 
tifhedf together with their crews, to avoid falUi^ into the 
hands of the Englifh. The circumftance we obferved to' 
have taken place on a former occafion, of an officer's 
ierving as a lieutenant, after having, for years, afled assi 
comnundefy occurs in the life of this eentleman. In 
1672 he was made firft lieutenant of the Viaory,and in die 
following year refumed his former ftation of a comman*- 
der, firll, of the Lion, having again returned to the Me* 
Aterranean, and, fecondly, of the Swiftfure. On the 9th 
cf Match, 1675, he was appointed, by king Charles the 
Second, to command the Adventure, on which occaiion 
he received the honour of knighthood, and was fent to 
cany over to Tangier the earl of Inchlquin, lately ap- 
pointed governor. Laftly, on the 12th of April, 1678, he 
was removed into the Monmouth : the command dT this 
ftiip concluded his naval life. '^Fhe obfervation made in 
the life of ftr William Poole applies alfo to this gentle- 
man. ^ 

• SACKLER, Tobias, — was made captain of the 
Blackmore pink in 1660. In 1663 he commanded the 
Drake; and, in 1665, the Exoeditioa of thirty- four guns. 
He coihmaiKled this fliip in me engagement between the 
duke of York and Opdam ; and, in the following year, 
was prefent alfp, in the fame fhip, at the two engage- 
ments betv^reen'the Englifli, under prince Rupert and the 
duke of Albemarle, and the Dutdi under De Ruyter* 
It is not improbable this (hip was, foon afterwards, taken 
dr deftroyed by the Dutch, as the name, either of herfelf 
ar her commander, does not again occur. 

SANDERS, Gabriel,— commanded the Tygcr, by 
eommiflion from the duke of York, in the year 1660; 
but does not appear to have ferved afterwards. 

SANDWitfH, Edward Montague, earl of,— was the 
•nly furviving fon of fir Sidney Montague, the youngeft 
of fix fons of Edward) lord Montague, of Boughton : he 
was bom on the 27th of July, 1625 ; and having married 
when little more than feventeen years old, entered very 
early, and warmly into the caufe of the parliament, info- 
much that he commanded a regiment, raifed by himfelf, 
under the earl of Elfex, in 1643 ; and, in the mondi of 
May feUowtng, was prefent at the ftorming of Lincoln^ 
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whkh fervice his party beheld firft that budding gMzhtif 
which afterwards unfolded itfelf with fuch confpicuouf 
fplendor. As a commander at the battle of Marfton 
Moor, in the fame year, he rendered himfelf equally re- 
markable ; and, in confequence of thefe well-defervod 
laurelsy was appointed one of the commiflioners for ad^ 
jufting the terms of capitulation for the city of York, 
although he had, at that time, fcarcely attained his nine- 
teenth year. The charader he had fo juftly acquired, he . 
maintained with undiminiihed luflre at the battle of 
Nafeby, and the (lorming of Bridgewater and Briftol ^ 
and was pitched upon to announce the furrender of the latter 
place, to parliament, as a mark of particular diftin&ion^ 
Although he had hitherto, on all occafions, appeared a 
moft zealous friend to the republican party, and had pro.^ 
motcd its fervice with the moft urenuous integrity 
yet, when the authority of parliament funk before the 
fword of Cromwell, his adherents, and the arniv, Mr. 
Montague appeared in no refpe£l the partifanflf their 
newly and illegally aflumed power. He was at length, 
however, prevailed on, by the artifices of Cromwell, to 
enter into meafures his heart never approved, and fupport 
a motley fyftcm of government which he foon came, to 
deteft, and, in the end, to affift in the deftruAion of. 
Nevcrthelefs, having embarked in the caufe, he quitted 
that fervice, in which he had hitherto appeared as a me- 
teor, to become a ftar of the firft brilliancy, and magnitude 
in a Ration, which nothing (hort of confummate ability 
could enable him to fill, withont expofing himfelf at 
once both to pity and derifion. Mr. Montague, at the 
age of thirty, bred totally to the army, was appointed joint 
commander of the fleet with £lake, a man undoiibtedly 
poifeiTed of the higheft gallantry, but, like himfelf, totally 
unacquainted with every principle of naval ta&ics; yet 
under thefe very men, even at th.ir firft outfet in thei» 
new profeflion, the Britilh flag fprcad every wheie a 
terror, and commanded arefped, which, without in* 
tending to depreciate, in the fmalleft degree, the merits 
of their fucceflbrs, we may truly fay, the greateft profef- 
fional (kill has never yet inhanced. The dimculties admi* 
ral Montague had ,to ftruggle with, even before he enter- 
ed upon the regular duties of his command, would hav^ 
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been fufficient to have totally alfenated from the fervke^ 
the heart and mind of a man lefs bent on enterprize, ax^ 
glory, than his own. He found both the officers, and men 
whom he was to command, and on wbofe exertion his- 
own future fame was to depend, difpirited, difcontented, 
averfe to the fervice, and almoft in a ftate of mutiny. 
Suchy however, was his prudence, his conciliating maiv- 
ners, and, above all, his firmnefs, that, in a very (hort 
time, he had the fatisfadion to find that degree of dilci* 

inline reftored, which is, in all enterprifes, necelTary t^^ 
econd the bravery, and good condud of thofe who are 
higheft in command. In the beginning of the year 1656 
he failed, in company with his colleague Blake, for the 
Mediterranean, where many projeds, worthy of fo eal- 
hnt a duumvirate, were mutually propofed to each other* 
But as prudence ought, on all occafions, to accompany 
gallantry, fo after maturer confideration, thefe were re-« 
jeded as too defperate, and 'romantic to be purfued by 
commanders, who had any other ohjeSt in view than the 
deftruAion of their men. The expedition was not, 
however, altogether fruitlefs; the Spaniards were inti«^ 
midated, the Algerines and other piratical ftates overaw* 
ed, and the Portuguefe compelled to enter into a treaty 
with Cromwell upon his own terms. In the month of 
September vice-admiral Stayner, who was under admiral 
Montague's command, attacked and captured the galleont ' 
in the road of Cadiz ; but the particulars of that a&ion^ 
fo highly charaderiitic of Britifh gallantry, are with 
more propriety, it is hoped, related in the life of (iff 
Richard. In the month of July, 1657, admiral Monta^ 
gue was appointed, by Cromwell, to command ihe fleet 
in the Downs. It was Rationed there for the triple pur* 
pofe of watching the motions of the Dutch, (farrying on 
the war with Spain, and afliftin? the French in the re'* 
duAion of Dunkirk. The fer\'ice in which he was em* 
ployed was by no means congenial to the temper and in- 
clinations of the admiral, fo that it is intimated, he more 
than once had it in contemplation to quit his command 
and retire; yet however difagreeable to him, and con- 
trary to his own opinion, thofe meafures might be, which 
he was appointed to carry into execution, he was a man 
of fuch iiiiet honour as to fulfil them, on all oGcafions» 
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vith the trioft rigid fcniplilouOicfs, thinking with fibbc* 
atod many other gallant men of tiK fame cky, '^ that an 
officer had never any thing to do with the propriety of 
orders ; his only duty was to execute them*" The pcr- 
ibnal intimacy m which he had ever lived with Croo^ 
welly as it might tend confiderably to outweigh his pri- 
vate fentiments> and retain him in the fervice, fo, in all 
probability, it very much recommended him to his fuc- 
cefibr^ Richard. The only wife ilep taken, during hir 
ftort-lived elevation to the prote£ioratey was that of lend-* 
ing a ftrong fleet into the mltic, under the command of 
admiral Montague. The high opinion entertained of him 
by Richard^ is apparent from a letter written him witfaf 
his own hand^ in which he defines him in all cafes, but 
more particularly in what concerned the honour of the 
flag, rather to have recourfe to his own difcretion, than to 
eonfider himfelf as bound by the tenour of his orders^ 
The fame meafures being adhered to, notwithftanding the 
depofition of Richard Cromwell ; the parliament^ 
jealous, perhaps, of the great abilinr as well as popularity 
•f the admiral, diought projper to fend with him,..as ho- 
nourable fpies OB his conciud, fir Robert Honeywood, 
eotonel Algernon Sidney, and Mr. Boon, with the title 
of thoif compmifConers, whom he was obliged, by hia 
orders> on all occafions to a£l in conjun&ion with. As 
• flillgreater mark of difrefped, if poflible, they fuper* 
ceded him in the command of his regiment of horfe, 
which, nomrithfhinding his naval appointment, he had 
beeh fuffered to retain during the whole of CromwcU's 
adminiftration. On his arrival in the Sound he appeared* 
$x once, in a new charader ; and, from the ability dif- 
ptayed in his negociations, proved himfelf as able a poli« 
tician, as he was before cfleemed a commander. All 
matters being fettled between king Charles the Second 
(then in Holland) and himfelf, his next necefTary ftep was 
to draw over the parliamentary commiflioners, from 
whom he had every pofTible oppofition to apprehend, as 
aiders of his intended future plan of operations, without 
their being confcious of the trap that was laid for them. 
It may readily be fuppofed this was a matter of no fmall 
difficulty, when it is confidered he had to deal with a 
maa of Sidney's political penetration. Nothing, how* 

ever* 
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cver^ is impofliblei or even difficult, to great mindsr 
The council of war, of which Sidney was, of courfe, a 
member, either perfuaded by the eloquence of the ad* 
miral, or ignorant, fo plaufible were his arguments, how 
to objed: to meafures they in truth di diked, at length 
unanimoufly agreed to return to England. A (lep, of all 
others, mod ruinous to the republican caufe, and con*^ 
fequently moft favourable to thatof royalty . On his return^ 
notwithftanding the clamour againft him was exceflive, he 
acquitted himfelf with fo much clearnefs and ingenuity, 
that the moft violent among his enemies were almoft con* 
vierted into his admirers. Matters had, however, taken 
a very different turn from what wsts expeded. Sir 
George Booth, who headed and direAed the land infur- 
redion, was defeated and committed prifoner to the 
Tower ; and Lawfon, univerfally efteemed, as well from 
his religion as his politics, a thorough-paced republican, 
was appointed to fupercede Montagiie in the command 
of the fleet. How ihort-fighted is political wifdom 
when the prejudice, or influence of party, which firft 
ereAed its controul, begins to waver ! Montague, after 
having explained his conduA to the then parliament, re- 
tired to his own eftate ; but on Monk's entering England, 
was requefted to refume the command of the fleet. Here 
he found Lawfon ftrangely converted from a fuppofed 
vehement opponent, into a fteady fupporter of his icheme 
and wiihes: the event confequent to this formidable 
coalition of power, influence, and abilities, is well known. 
Admiral Montague having had the hapoinefs, as well 
as the honour of convoying Charles the second to Eng- 
land, was, immediately on his landing*,, in teftimony of 
that monarch's efteem, made a knight of the garter, ^d, 
a few days afterwards, appointed lieutenant*admiral under 
the duke of York, captain-eeneral of the Narrow Seas, and 
mafter of the wardrobe. On the 14th of July following he 
Was created baron Montague, vifcount Hinchinbroke, and 
earl of Sandwich. In the month of Sept. having hoifted his 
fl^ on bdard the Refolution, he convoyed the princefs of 
Onuige to England. In the month of June^ 1661, he 
tvas appointed admiral and commander-in-chief of the 

* Two days after, 00 the zZth of May. 
Vol. I. D fleet 
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* fleet bound to the Strcights ; and having hoiftcd his flag on 
board the Royal James, he fct fail, on the 19th of June.*, 
in company with fir John Lawfon, who ferved as vice* 
admii;al under him. On the 29th of July he arrived <# 
Algiers, which he found fo well protected by forts and 
batteries, that he was able to cff.A, nothing of greater 
confcquence than burning a few ot their (hips, and thrown 
ing the inhabitants into the moil dreadful confternation. 
His own fleet having fuflFe red very materially in their fails 
and rigging, he thought it advifeable to draw off. He 
then ^iled for Tangier, having left Lawfon, his vice- 
admiral, with a fufficient force, to block up the port, and 
reftrain thofe depredations he had fo gallantly, though 
fruitlcfsly, endeavoured to deftroy the fource of. Having 
executed his commifllon at Tangier, the obje^Sk of which 
was, to receive poflcflion of the place on the part of king 
Charles, as being included in the portion given with the 
Infanta of Portugal, his intended queen, he left the carl of 
Peterborough in c(»:iiniand there, with an Englifhgarrifon. 
From thence he repaired to Lifbon, where taking the In- 
fanta on board, he convoye<l her to England, and landed 
her in fafety on the I4ih of May, 166a. From this time, 
to the year 1664, the carl of Mndwich had no opportu- 
nity of imanifcfting that gallantry which, an all poilible 
occafions, blazed forth with fuch uncommon luftrc. On 
the ftrft profpeft of the Dutch war he was fcnt com- 
mander-in-chief of a fleet fitted out to attend, and watch 
the motions of the enemy. He hoifted his flag, flrft OD 
board the Royal Charles, and afterwards (hifted it, in fuc- 
ccflion, before the conclufion of the year, to the, London, , 
thq Revenge, and the Prince : but war not being declared 
till the month of March following, that courageous and 
enterprifing fpirir, which was on all occafions lb confpi- 
cuous in this noble perfon, was. not called into a£U(Hi. 
In 1665 he commanded the blue fquadron under the duke 
of York ; and chiefly owing to his particular exertions, a 
confiderable number of the enemy's merchant fliips were 

♦^ " On the ft3d of April preceding, at the king's coronation, lie 
carried king Edward's (lafT, and was univerfadiy' looked open aa oaf 
of the principal minUk^^ 

Canpbelli Vol, IL page 126; 

captured, 
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opturedy 130 fail, out of their Bourdeaux fleet, being 
taken at one ftrokc, the greatefl part of which were con- 
demned. On the 3d of June, by his own bravery and 
gallantry, he laid the firft foundation of that vidtory which 
was afterwards fo completely atchievcd by the further exer- 
tions of himfelf, and others, his noble alfociates*. On the 
duke of York's quitting the c( mmand of the fleet, it was 
conferred on the earl, and no one furcly had a irreater claim 
to that honour. Having hoifted the ftandard, as fub- 
ftiuite for the lord high admiral, he failed from Torbay, 
for the coaft of Holland, on the 5ih of July, having under 
his command a fleet of fixly fail. Finding, on his arrival 
ofF the Texel, that there vas no likelihood of the Dutch 
fleets being able to put to fca for a conflderable time, he 
ftecred northward, in the double linpe oi" intercepting De 
Ruyter, who was known to be on his return, by that 
courfe, from Newfoundland, and capturing; or dcllroying 
the Turkey, andEaft Inciir. ilccts, which, it v. as reported, 
had taken Iheltcr in Berghen. Fortune, and that v.nly, 
baffled his expedlations in both inftances ; Dc Ruyter 
after having efcaped himt, arriving in fafety in Holland, 
and the expedition againit B^rghv n, on wlMch fcrvice he 
detached fourteen men of war under the Cdmmand of fir 
Thomas Tiddeman, an officer of confummate gallantry 
and high reputation, failing, either through the duplicity 
of the Danifh governor, or, as he pretended, the want of 
fufficient ihftru6lions. We mr.y add to the account, that 
mifunderftanding and mutual want of confidence which al- 
moft ever exiflis in court negociations, when they deviate, 
in the fmalleft inftance, from the ftrift line of national 
honour. The ill-fuccefs of this expedition, as it affords 



* This circumftance is thus related by Lediard ; " There was no 
** vifible advantage till about one o'clock at nooo, wbcn the carl of 
V Sandwich, with bis blue fquadron, falling into the centre of the 
" enen|y*s fleet, feparated it into two parts, and thereby mide a great 
*< flcp towards the viftory, and putting the enemy to that confufion, 
/' which, in the end, brought on a general flight." 

t At is thus related in tbe life of De Ruyter: '* Advice was fenc 
*' to him that he fliouid, with his fleet, haflen home with all cxpedi- 
*' tion; which he obeying, (Kly flipt by the Engtifli fleet, wrapt in 
'* nift, as meo with cloaks about their mouths fliun t)tt company of 
" tbofc whom they are out willing to meet/* 
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the only pojjfble opportunity^ fo it has not been negleded 
by feme hiftorians, as the onl^ chance thev had of venting 
their own fpleen, and attempting to affix tne appearance of 
iligma on the charader of this noble earl. It is evident, 
however, his too great nicety in paying a proper refpeft 
to the negociation he underftood was enterea into, be- 
tween Charles the Second, and the king of Denmark, 
touching the neutrality and non-interference of the latter, 
during the propofed attack; was the firil, and, indeed, 
only caufe of this mifcarriage. For it appears generally 
admitted by all parties, that, if the earl had followed the 
bias of his own private inclination and judgment, and, 
difregarding the agreement, as he then thou^t, and ever 
after continued to confider it as a difhonourable a£l, had 
ordered the Dutch fleet to be attacked at firft, without 
allowing them time to fortify themielves, the whole, or, 
at leafl, a very confiderable part of them would either 
have been taken or deftroyed. The earl had, however, 
the good fortue to fall in with part of this very fleet, 
under the convoy of De Ruyter, on the 4th of September, 
when, notwithlUnding it blew a heavy gale of wind, it 
appears, from the concurrent teftimony of our beft hifto- 
rians, he captured eight men of war, twenty merchant 
(hips, and two of their richeft Indiaraen. But the author 
of the life of De Ruyter gives the following account of 
this tranfadion. 'Mn his going he met not with the Englifli 
** fleet, but in his return was difcovered and attacqued by 
*^ the earlof Sandwich, when finding himfelf too weak, his 
** charge great, and the windcs very high, with a run- 
** ning fight made the beft of his way ; and, with the lofs 
*^ of two great Ead India ihips, fome other merchantmen, 
<* and five men of war, he brought his fleet into the Weft 
" Emmes.*' The fuccefs of the earl did not end here, 
for, on the 9th of the fame month, a part of his fleet fell 
in with, and captured fourteen, out of eighteen, mer- 
chant (hips, toother with four men of war, which were 
the convoy. Notwithflanding the partial mifcarriage of 
the expedition, the earl was, on his arrival, received 
with the (trongeft marks of favour by his fovere^n, and 
the loudeft acclamations by the people. Yet Kapin is 
plea fed to aflert, that Charles was fo much chagrined at 
his conduft, that, on his return home, ** injieod of conii- 
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nuifig him in the €ommand of the fleets hejent him ambajfddor 
to the court of Spain.^* The account given by Campbell is 
much more candid. He attributes his removal to the 
moft probable, and, in all likelihood, the real caufe; 
the neceflity Charles was under of fending a perfon of 
extend ve abilities asambaflador-extraordinary to the court 
of Spain *, And, furely, when we candidly confider the 
charafier of the earl, no perfon can blame the choice 
made by the J^ing on this occafion. Efteemed as great in 
the cabinet, as he had already fhewn himfelf, to the 
world, in the field, the court of Madrid appeared to 
confider him as the arbiter of its future condufi. When 
his arrival was expeSed, the Spaniards were in the 
utmoft agitation and anxiety, as though they regarded him 
a phenomenon of Nature. On' his landing at the 
Groyne, on the 28th of April, 1666, he was not only re- 
ceived with the moft unufual, though not unmerited, 
honours, but thefe were alfo continued in every town and 
province he pafled through, on his way to Madrid. Even 
a flight indiipofition, with which he was attacked, was of 
fuflScient confequence to alarm the whole nation, a na- 
tion (particularly at that day), not remarkable for its 
attention or condefcenfion to ftrangers, however high their 
rank, or dignified the commiiHon, they bore. His recep- 
tion at Madrid, where he arrived on the 28th of May, 
was equally fplendid with his entertainment on his jour- 
ney thither ; and that nothing might be wanting in the 
refpefl univerfally (hewn him, he was entertained, mod-- 
magnificently, for fome days t, at the queen's expence. 
On the 30th day of June he had his firfl public audience, 
which had been thus long deferred, as well on account of 
the (jueen's indifpofition, as that this reception being a 
public a£k might be in no fort inferior to the honours 
already paid him. Having entered on the budnefs he 
was cnarged with, the Spaniards hardly kn&w which to 
admire moft, his perfpicuity in arranging, or courtcfy in 

* And his (the king's) fear, that,1>y continuing the earl in cmplov- 
ment, whofe conduct, in the a6lion of the 3d ot June, had been fo 
much praifcd, he fbould appear to countenance the popular clamour 
againfl the duke of York, whofe behaviour had been as much cenfured* 

t The allowance on this occafion was 87 1, ftcrling, per diem. 
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fettling points in which he differed from them in opinion. 
So much did hi^^ l» Jiaviour win to him the good opinion 
of thofc with whoii: lie wa? employed to ncgociatc, that, 
notwithftanding hf. had fuch a variety of inter^fts to con- 
fult, in manniiiiig fi-ch parts as relatLd to our commerce, 
he had addref"^ enough to carry every point in a treaty, 
confiding of forty articles, not only according to the iit- 
moil of his own vcifhcs, but thofe alfj of the nation he 
reprefent'd. This being figncd on t!ie 13th of May, 
1667. His next itcp was; under the mediation of the 
Briiifh court, to accommodate ihc difference which had 
fo long fubfifted between Sprain and Portugal. This 
muft be confidered as a tafk of uncommon difficulty, 
when it is rcfiedtcd that, perhaps, no meafure in the 
world could be rore grating to the Spanifh nation than 
making p^ace vrith Portugal, :ind of courfe acknowledg- 
ing it to be an independent kif^jdom. Ncverthelcfs, fo 
fuccefsful was the earl in pointing out the ruinous and 
fatal confjquences that would attend the continuance of 
the war; fo p'^rfunfive were his general arguments in 
favour of a reconciliation: thut the Spaniards relaxing 
from that punftilious pride which had fo long prevented 
an accommodation, a treaty of peace, between them and 
the Portuguefe, was figned at Liinon on the 13th of Fe- 
bruary, 1668. This arduous undertaking being accom- 
plifhed*, the carl returned to Madrid^ where, having 
completed every objcdl of his miflion, and convinced the 
Spaniards of the wifdom and policy of courting^nd main- 
taining an alliance with the Britifli nation, he quitted that 
kingdom, leaving it univcrfally imprcfTed with the higheft 
opinion of his ability, and the utmod confidence in his 
political integrity. We arrived at Portfmouth on the 
19th of September, 1668. And as he had, through the 
whole of his embaify, received the greateft perfonal at- 
tention hot!) from the king and the duke of York, fo,'on 
his return, he was received| by them, with the mod cor- 

♦ On which occaGon, to ufc CanipbeH't own vords, «* He waf 
** complimented, both by the king and duke, under their hands, and 
•* his great fervices acknowled^d in fuch termt, as ihcy mod ccr- 
** tainly defervcd; which letters do no Icfs honour to the memory 
** oi the princes who wrote them, thau bis to whom they were 
«• written.'^ 
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^ial refpeft, and every poflTtble teftrmony of the regard 
aud high opinion they entertained of him. According to 
Campbell^ he was, on the 3d of Auguft, 1670*, fworn, 
by the king's conimand, prcfident of the council of plan- ' 
tations. It is intimated aifo, that this appointment 
ivas thought of, not merely on account of his merit, 
but as a douceur, or retainer, to engage him to enter cor- 
dially into fuch meafures as the king and his brother were 
then contriving. This may be a very great compliment. 
to the earl's political abilities and influence ; but either 
Campbell or Bcatfon are miftaktn, in point of faft. 
According to Beatfon, Edward, carl of Sandwich, was 
nominated, by king Charles, a m'^mbcr of the council of 
trade and plantations, on the 7th of November, 1660, 
when that board was firft ercdled, by the king's order. 
On this inftitution being fanSioned by parliament, and a 
regular commiflion ilFued on the 20th of 06tober, 1668, 
the name of the earl of Sandwich was omitted. The 
fecond commiflion was not, according to Beatfon, illiied 
till the i6th of April, 1679, fcven years after the firft 
carl's death, when we find the name of Edward, earl of 
Sandwich, as fecond commilfioner, who, if the dates are 
corredl, muft have been the fon of the firft earl. Hence 
it appears, there is an evident miftake made by one or 
the other ; but by which of them we will not take upon 
us, peremptorily, to decide. Campbell, who appears 
ever willing to do all poflible juftice to the memory of 
this great man, fays, that " in this capacity (that of com- 
** miffioner of plantations) as welt as in that of vice-idmi^ 
** ral and privv counfeltoKj he gave no fmall dijlurbance to the 
*' cabal: for^ m the Jirji place ^ he luas afincere and zealous 
'* Frotcjlani ; next^ he was a true Englijhman^ loyal to his 
'* prince^ iutjleady in the caufe of his country^ an enemy alike 
** to fa£ii^ni and to every t Ing that looked like arbitrary 
" power.'* To this we can rjadily aifent, for the uni- 
form opinion entertained of his merit, by hlftorians of all 
ranks and parties, and the tellimony they have, probably 

* We are, in proof of this fa^, referred, by him, to the Gazette of 
tint date; but no fuch 9rcicle of imeliigeace is 10 be found 10 it. 
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in oppofition to theic own wiflies, been, as it were, comr 
pelled to bear to his manifold virtues, is a much more 
convincing proof, to pofterity, of their exiftence, than 
cither the favour of princes or the applaufc of the popu* 
lace ♦. At the commencement of the fecond Dutch war^ 
in 1672, he returned, fatally for himfelf, to the fcrvice; 
and having hoifted his flag on board the Roval James, put 
to fea as admiral of the blue fquadron. At the battle of 
Solebay he led the van of the Britifh fleet, and is report-* 
cd, in the Gazette of the 3cth of May t, to have began thq 
aftion with his own (hip, by firing on Van Ghent J. 
Many perfons have, in different ways, taken upon them 
to account for the condud of the earl ; and after having 
courteoufly endeavoured to degrade valour into obftinacy, 
have darted a myriad of conjedural reafons, why his mind, 
jn the ftate it then was, (hould prefer perifhing wantonly, 
with his Ihip, to the refolution of quitting it, as, accord- 
ing to them, he might have done^ with honour. The 
firft fuggcftjon is at the expence of the duke of York, 
who is reported to h^ve anfwered him (lightingly, at a 
council held the evening before the a£lion, when the earl 
propofed that they (hould put to fea, as he apprehended 
the fleet, in the pofition it then lay, ran fomc rifk of 
tdng/urfri/ed by the Dutch. Others rather attribute it 

to 



* It appears bv the following extrad, taken from the Gaiette, that 
the earl of Sandwich waa eroploved daring the year 1670, but qo 
notice is taken of it in any other aocunient or hiflory we bave feen. 

*' Dover, Maythesiu, 1670. The 15th infiant, about fix in 
the morning, arrived here her royal highneis the dutcbefsof Orleans, 
attended by a number of perfons of the firft diflinfiion, having the 
day before embarked with her train, upon the men of war and feveiai 
yatchs, under the earl of Sandwich, vice-admiral of England. 1 

Gazette, No. 471." 

t No. 681. 

X The following plain, and, we believe, accurate account is ^ivca 
cf this a£lion, by the author of the Life of De Ruyter: ** The fight 
began betwixt the carl of Sandwich and Van Ghent -, it was terrible 
•nd bloody, efpecially between the bine fauadroo and Van Ghent, 
vbo, in the beginning of the battle, was (hot to death. The brave 
carl of Sandwich, who was refolved to pawn his life for his honour, 
overpowered with a number of men of war and firefhips, and a hardy 
Dutch captain, Adrian Brackcll, having laid him aboaid athwart the 
luwfe, yei dill continued the fight with fuch oolhakcn conrage, that 

he 



Digitized by 



Google 



NAVAL OFPICEKS OP G&IAT BftTTAIN, 41 

40 the coiidu£b of fir J. Jordaioe*, who is {aid to hav» 

S lined him> in his diftrefsy to repair to the afliftance of 
c lord high admiral, then much prefled, It is an eafy 
fnattery in after times, to account, at Uaft plaufibJy^ for a 
man's condud. We argue till we ourlelves become 
thoroughly convinced of the certainty of what we ori^* 
jially advanced in doubt, and fuppoiition pnly. That the 
earl perifhed, is a fa£l ; but that ne did it wantonly, and 
raflily, is by no means fo clear. He probably, and 
juftly, thought he fhould have derogated from that cht* 
rader of a great and valiant captain, which he had ever 
maintained, if he had left his' ihip while there remained 
the flighteft hope of faving her from deftru Aion, or while 
any of her unfortunate crew remained behind, to perifli 
in her, without him. To thefe ideas may be added the 
difficulty, or, perhaps, impoffibility, of his efcape, when 
matters became too defperate even for hope. It is moft 
likely, however, at that laft period, from the appearance 
of his body when taken up, that the earl did endeavour to 
fave himfelf by fwimnoingt and periihed in the attempt):. 

lie funk two or three of the (ire-fliipi that bad grappled with him, and 
forced the Dutch caouin to call tor (quarter ; buc^ at lafi, hit fliis 
being uiihappily fired by a third fire-flu p, was burnt, and he himfeli» 
with nany i>erfonaof <|uality, bravely, but unfortunately oeriflicd, to 
the grief ofthe king, his nafter, and unfpeakable regret of nis country, 
having left to poflerity an immortal proof, that valour, crowned with 
honour, does not (brink, but fwells by its own reward." 

* ** Some fliort time after fir joleph Jordaioe (our baife having 
been with him and given him my lord's commands) paft hy us, very 
unkindly, to windward, and with how many followers of his dtviiioii 
I remember not, and took no notice of us at all, which made me call 
to mind his faying to your royal highnefs, when he received his con* 
miflion, that fie would (land between you. and danger, which I ^ve 
my lord an account of, and did believe, by bis a61ing, yourfelf might 
be in his view in greater danger than we; which made my lord •»• 
fwer me, we muft do our heft to defend ourfelves alone.** 

Sir Rich. Haddock's Letter to the Duke of York. 

t We have thoqght it necc(rary to trefpafs thus far on the patience 
of the reader, in the humble hope of refcuins the memory of the 
noble earl from what we think moft unmerited charge, obflinac/ and 
ra(hne(s. 

X In the certificate of his funeral, preferved among the archives 
of the heralds college, the following account is given*. *' He did, in 
the naval batde fought with die Dtttch, upon Xuefday the a8th of 
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Such was the unfortunate end of Edward, earl of Sand^ 
-wch*, a man, brave, courteous, aflfable, the fteadycon- 
ilant friend to freedom and his country, and the uniform 
opponent of fadion and oppreflion. In war, cool, cir- 
tumfped and deternrined ; in the heat of battle, prudent 
and fpirited ; in peace alone, mild and jgentle. Confideied 
as a politician, ever wary in the mtdft of furrounding 
Jntrigues ; as a cgmmander, ever colleded in the centne 
[often thoufahd perils: In him the (eamen loft a father, 
the officer a friend, and the king a moft faithful honeft 
fubjed. His body being taken up at fea, about a fort- 
night afterwards, by a ketch, belonging to the king, was 
carried into Hana ich, where, by the order of fir Charies 
lyittleton, the governor, it was embalmed, and honour- 
ably djfpofed, till the king's pleafure was known con- 
cerning it. ** For the obtaining which, his majefty was 
attended at Whitehall, the next day, by the mafter of the 
faid veiFel, who, by fir Charles Littleton's order, was fent 
to prefent his majefty with the george found about the 
body of the faid earl, which remained, at the time of its 
taking up, in every part unblemifhed, faving fome im- 
preflions made by the fire upon his face and breaft: upon 
'^rhich his majeffy, out of his princely regard to the great 

* defervings of the faid earl, and his unexampled perform- 

• ances in this laft zSt of his life, hath rcfolved to have his 
body brought up to London, there, at his charge, to re- 
ceive the rites of funeral due to his great quality and 
merits/'^-Gaz. No. 685. The Angular honour paid to 
this noble perfon will probably juftify us in inferting the 
account t, as publiihecf in the Giazette, No, 691. 



|yfay^ 1^78, (o heroically fignaltze hit coorajK and condnCI, that, 
fieiog admiral of the blue fouadron in the royal naTy then engaged, 
be K>re the firft brnnt of tne battle ; and, after long refiOance, and 
pnkiog and difabling diven pf the Dutch £btpi, the wip, the R<^al 
James, which his lordihip commanded, was fired, wierem fle^nig 
mHtil Utf lajl, hi was forced to put Idmfelf to tbe mnj^qftkeftas^ whereto 
ibe perilhed.'* 

* In the forty- feventh year of his age. He married Jemima, daughter 
pL John* lord Crew» by whom he had iflue, Edward, afterwards carl 
of Sandwich* 

f More particularly at &p naval faiflonao hat hitherto thought prqr 
per to iofcrt it* 

" WhitebsOl, 



Digitized by 



Google 



HAVAL OVf IC£M CLF GXE AT 3IUTAIN. 4j 

*< Whitehall, July 3, 1672. — This da;^ was performed 
the interment of the right honourable Edward, earl of 
Sandwich, whofe body was taken up at fea^ after the late 
engagement of his majefty's fleet with the Dutch, ia 
which this noble earl fo extraordinarily fignaiized his 
courage and conduct, that his majefty, out of a high fenfe 
of his honour and merit, was pleafed to order his inter- . 
xnent to be at his majefty's cxpcnce ; whcrenpon *aU 
things being prepared for the proceeding from Deptford, 
where the body was taken out of one of his majefty's 
yachts, it was m order following : 

** Firft a mourning barge, covered with cloth, ia 
which were the ftandard and guidon, borne by two gentle- 
men of quality, two ofFxcrs of arms, trumpets and drums 
all in' mourning. 

** A fecond barge, alfo covered with cloth, in which 
were fix officers of arms, in their coats, bearing the coats 
of arms, helm and creft, and fword, target, g-auntlet and 
fpurs of the defunft, the great banner being placed at the 
hcadof the barge. 

'* A third barge, covered with velvet, in which was 
the body, covered with a large ftieet, and pall of velvet, 
adorned with efcutcheons, and an earl's coronet upon a 
velvet cuftiion at the head, fi)^ bannerols being faftened 
on the outlide of the barge ; at the head was the flag of 
union, and at the ftern fix, trumpets with banners; the . 
top of the barge was adorned with fix plumes of black 
feathers ; and in the midft, upon four ftiields of his arms^ 
joining in point, an earl's coronet, 

'* The fourth mourning barge, for the chief mourner, / 
covered with cloth without :jny ornaments; af:er which 
their majefties and royal highnefs's barges, with uivcrs 
others of the nobility, as well as of ,^e lord m^yor, and 
the feveral companies of the city. As the pr cctding 
paflTed by the Tovyer, the great guns were dilcharged 
there. 

" In this order they paflcd from Deptford, and, about 
five o'clock in the evening, came to Weltminfter-brid^e*, 
ivhere the body was taken out of the barge, and proceeded 
thence to the abbey in manner following : 

" The marihal's men. 

** Four conductors with black ftaflfs. 



* A caufeway fo called at that time* 
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<* Fifty poor men in gowns. 
<* Forty watermen in mourning coats. 
<< Drums and trumpets. 
^« Ofticers of arms. 

<* Th^ ftandard, borne by a perfon of quality related 
to the defunS. 
'< Servants to gentlemen » efquires^ and knights. 
<* Servants to the dcfund. 
" Trumpets. 
«« Officers of arms. 

<« The guidon, borne by a perfon of quality of rcla- 
tion to the defunS. 

** Gentlemen, efquires, and knights. 
** Chirurgeon, phyfician, fecretery, and chaplains to 
the defund, in mourning hoods and gowns. 

" The fteward, trcafurer, and comptroller to the dc- 
ftinS, with white ftavcs, in gowns and hoods. 
" The bifliop of Oxon. 
** Trumpets. 
<< Serjeant trumpeter. 
<* Two officers of arms. 

<< The flag of the union and the great banner, borne 
by two perfons of quality of relation to the defun£t. 

" Six officers of arms, bearing the fpurs, gauntlet, 
helm and creft, (hield, fword, and coat of arms. 
" A coronet upon a velvet cufliion, borne by a king of 

arms. 

'* Then the body, the pall fupported by four perfons 
of honour. 

'* On each fide of which were the fix bannerols, car- 
ried by fix perfons of quality, and of relation to the 
defund. 

" After the body, garter, principal king of arms, between 
two gentlemen ulhcrs, preceding the chief mourner, whofc 
train was borne by a gentleman; then followed eight 
carl's affiftants, all in mourning gowns and hoods; then 
divers of the nobility and privy council, according to their 
refpe£live dignities, preceded by a gentleman uflier in 
Ihort mourning. 

<Mn this order they proceeded to the weft end of the 
abbey (through a double lane of his majefty*s guards, who 
were drawn up on both fides the ftreets) where the dean, 

prc- 
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trebends, and quire received them» and fo went into 
lenry the Seventh's chapel, where the body was interred 
in a vault on the north ude of the quire ; which done^ 
At officers broke their white fiaffs, and garter proclaimed 
the titles of this mod noble earl deceafed." 

SHARLANDy James,— commanded the Fox at the 
time of the reftoration. In the year 1664, he was ap- 

Ginted to the Harp ; and in the following year to the 
ary yacht. This appears to have been his laftcoo^ 
nand. • 

SPARLING, Thomas, — appears to have been em« 
f loyed under the commonwealth : and, among other, fer- 
vices, in the year 1653, he took a prize from the Dutch, 
with twelve hundred thoufand pieces of eight on board* 
He was appointed, by the duke of York, to command 
the Afliftance foon after the reftoration. 

STAYNER, Sir Richard, — ^was commander of a ihip 
of war, during the protedorate, in 1655. In conjunc- 
tion With a captain Smith he took a Dutch Eaft India 
fliip of eight hundred tons burthen, having on board four 
chefts of nlver. In 1656, with three frigates under hia 
comnuind {the Speaker y his cwn/bity the Bridgewaitr^ and 
the Plymouth) he fell in with the dpanifh flota, confifting 
of eight fail. Difproportionate as their numbers were, 
4ie hefitated not a moment to attack them : he did it with 
fuch gallantry and fuccefs, that, in a few hours, one of 
them was funk, a fecond burnt, two were captured, and 
two driven on fhore ; fo that of their whole fleet, two 
fliips, or, as it is aflerted by fome, one only made its 
efcape into Cadiz. The treafure alone captured on this 
occafion, amounted to fix hundred thoufand pounds fter- 
ling ; fo that captain Stayner returned to England not 
only crowned witn glory, but loaded with wealth. In the 
folfowing year he aeain failed with the fleet, under the 
chief command of Blake, for the puipofe of intercepting 
theSpaniih Weft India fleet a fecond time. Whentheyhad 
cruiied off Cadiz for fome days, Blake received intelli- 
gence that the flota had taken ftielter in the bay of Santa 
Cruz. Having arranged their (hips with the utmoft care 
and judgment ; and thofe (hips being alfo fuppoMed by t 
conliderable number of forts and batteries on ihore, the 
Spaniards vainly thought themfelves fo perfedly fecure, 

in 



Digitized by 



Google 



4S. I.IVSS AND CHARACTERS OP 

in cafe of an attack » that their admiral fent Blake an 
cpeo defiance, by a neutral Ihip \\ hich failed out of the 
harbour after the arrangciixuts h. d been completed. 
Onfeco.jivjitcring the foice and pofition of the enemy, 
the En^'lifti adniiral found it would be iir'puillbic to bring 
off the tnemy's ihips, though gallantry and prudence might 
rendcir it poifibie to deflrov tlicrn. Stayinr was immedi- 
attly detached to begin the attack ; /»i a being foon after 
fupi^orted by Bbke w ith the remainder of the fleet, the 
Spaniards wert, in a very few hours, driven out of their 
fliips and breallwork««. The former wercinftantly taken 

Jofleflion of by the^ Englifti ; and it being impoflible (as 
ad been forefecn) to biiiig thtm off, they were all fet on 
fire and burnt to the v\aier's edge. Clarendon's eulo- 
gium on this fpirited and gallant adion is too remarkable 
to be omitted. " The whole adion (fays he) was fo 
^ miraculous, that all men, who knew the place, won- 
*' dered any fob^r men, with what courage foever en- 
« dowcd, would ever have undertaken it ; and they could 
•* hardly perfuade thcmfelves to believe what they had 
^' done! whilfl the Spaniards comforted thcmfelves with 
** the belief, that they were devils, and not men, who 

** bad dettroyed them in fuch manner." Cromwell 

thought fo highly of the conduct of captain Stayner, that 
Jie conferred on him the honour of Knighthood. The 
deftrudion of the Ihips at Santa Cruz concludes the 
naval tranfadions of the protedorate ; the death of Crom- 
well took place foon afterwards, and fir Richard Steyner 
had no further opportunity of exhibiting that gallantry 
for which he was, as has been already (hewn, fo remark- 
ably diftinguiihed. On the eve of the reftoration, tired 
with the anarchy and confufion that had fo long prevailed, 
and become a thorough convert to the principles of regal 
government, he again entered into fervice, being one of 
the commanders under Montague, (afterwards earl of 
Sandwichj who went with the fleet to receive Charles the 
Second. This fervice being eflefted, he received, from 
the hands of that fovereign, a legal knighthood, and was 
.conftituted rear-admiral pf the fleet, ne hoifted his flag, 
by appointment of the duke of Yoj-k, lord high adniiralf 
on board the Swiftfure. The following year he fer^'ed in 
the fame ftation, having removed his flag into the Mary. 
Xhc nation being at peace, no opportunity was oflerea 

to 
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to this brave man of adding to thofe fervices he ha^l al« 
ready rendered his country. Although no notice is takea 
of fuch an event, bv hiftoriansi which is fomewhat fin- 
gular, coniidering tne eminence of this perfont it is moft 
probable he died foon afterwards, as no mention if ever 
made of him after the year 1661 *. 

STOAKES, John, — Was alfo captain of a fliip of war 
during the protedorate. Joining m the refloration of* 
Charles the fecond, he was foon afterwards appointed,* 
by the duke of York, to the command of the Royal* 
James. The following year he was removed into the^ 
Aflurance, and prefently afterwards into the Amity, In 
1664 he was removed into the Triumph. This was th6 
laft fliip he ever commanded. 

STREATE, Richard, — commanded the Hart pink at 
the time of the refloration. No farther notice is taken of 
him« 

SWANLEY, Richard, — commanded the Eagletf 
ketch at the time of the refloration. He did not ferve 
any more till the year 1666, when^ he was appointed, bj^ 
the dute of York, lieutenant of the Anne; and was foon 
afterwards removed into the Triumph, by prince Rupert 
and the duke of Albemarle. 

TATTERS A L, Nicholas^— was appointed comman- 
der of the Sorlings in 1660, and in the following year wai 
removed into the Monk* 

TATNEL, Valentine,— commanded the Adventure, 
by commifllon from the duke of York, foon after the 
refloration. 

TIDDIMAN, Sir Thomas, — ^wasmade commander 
of the Refolution in 1660; in 1661 of the Fairfax ; in 
1663 of the Kent; and in the following year of the fto* 
venge ; and afterwards of the ^wiftfure. On his removal 
into this lafl (hip, he was appointed rear-admiral of the 
fquadron, fent into the Channel, under the command if 
the earl of Sandwich, on the probability and profpeft of 
Ae Dutch war. Thefe feveral appointments having 
taken place in the time of profound peace, nothing me- 
morable occurs in the life ot this very brave and deferving 
officer till the year 1665, when he hoifled his flag» as 

— r- -' -- -- — -- - • I • I IM...1. 

* Id the duke of York's Menoin is a letter of recommendacKifi, 
writtcQ by the duke of York's order, to (ir Richard, in behalf of a 
jmoj gentlcOMP volaoteer, dated May die 7tbj i66i« 

6 rear-^ 
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jcar*admiral of the blue, on board the Royal Catberiue* 
Havine already given him, in concife terms, thatcharadet 
for gaUantry he fo truly merited, it becomes a fpecies of 
tautology, ufelefs, except for the puipofe of connedine 
the Narrative, to fay he eminently diftinguiflied himfelf 
in the engagement with die Dutch fleet under Opdam. 
At the return of the fleet into port, as a proof that the 

fallantry of conounanders ought never to pafs unnoticed 
y the u)vereign, Charles the Second made an excurflon 
fi>r the fpecial purpofe of honouring, and rewardinf fuch, 
as had rendered tnemfelves mod confpicuous. Among 
the firft of thofe fele£led on this occafion, was admiral 
Tiddiman, who, as a mark of his royal ma(ler*s gratitude, 
received the honour of knighthood. On the duke of 
York's quitting the command of the fleet, and the ap* 
pointment of the earl of Sandwich in his room, fir 
Thomas was promoted to be rear-admiral of the red. 
He was foon afterwards detached, by bis commander-in- 
chiefy with fourteen men of war and three fire-fhips, to 
attack the Turkey and India fleet belon^ne to the Dutch, 
which, in confequence of Opdam's difafter, had taken 
refuge in Berghen. A kind of negociation, not very 
honourable, it muft be candidly confefled, to either party, 
had been opened between the Enelifli and Danes ; the 
refult of which was, that in confequence of a proper 
douceur, the Danes, to whom the diflrefled Hollanders 
had .flown for fuccour, fhould remain perfedly pafCve: 
during the intended attack. Owing to fome of thofe 
fatalities, or miftakes, to which a bufmefs of fo complex 
and unfair a nature muft be ever liable, the Danifh go- 
vernor had not received the neceflary orders from his 
court, when the Englifli fquadron made its appearance. 
It was in vain he requefted a delay, for three or tour days, 
of the purpofed mifchiefiS. Thofe who have behaved 
with duplicity, or treachery, on one occafion, can rarely 
^d otherwife than to render themfelves fufpeSed in all. 
The admiral either doubted the fincerity of the Dani(h 
court, or wifhed to punifh it. for its want of punduality^ 
by attacking the Dutch before the promifed orders arrived : 
as by that me^s the treatybecame void ; in confequence of 
which the kin^ of Denmark was to be rewarded for his 
breach of hofpiulity, with half the plunder that fhould be 

acquired* 
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acquired. It wts detrhnined, in a council of war, to 
take, by force, that, which till then, it had only been 
koped to obtain pofleflion of, through connivance* 
Tiddiman b^an the attack with his ufual gallantry; but 
that condud which had fo lately procured hini, and his 
brave aflbciates, fuch fignal fuccefs, when engaged in fair 
conteft with the enemies of his country, was infufficient 
to enfure a continuance of it, now the ferviccy an which 
Jie was engaged, ccafed to be perfedly void of political 
trick and chicane. The Daniih governor not having, as 
yet, received orders to the contrary, held himfelf bound 
in honour, as well as compliance widi what are called the 
laws of nations, to defend thofe who had placed themfelves 
under his protedion. The fpirit with which the Dutch 
defended their ihips, aided oy the fire made from the 
caftle, and a line, on which were mounted one-and-ferty 
pieces of heavv cannon, became an enemy too formidable 
for the Englifn fquadron to copt with ; fo that, after a 
tremendous xsinnonade of feveral hours continuance, by 
which half the fliips in the fquadron were totally difabled: 
fir Thomas, blamelefs in every other refpeA, except that 
of having, unluckily, been the agent appointed to carry 
into execution an enterprife from which, even if fuc- 
cefs&ily nothing could refult but difgrace and diflionouTy 
was glad to retreat, in the beft manner the ihatteredcon*- 
ditioQ of his (hips would permit him. On the following 
4ay the long expeAed orders arrived; but, in confequence 
of the late event> the governor (till refiifed to adrnit the 
Englifli fquadron, till he had received fre(h inftnidiona 
from his court; and (ir Thomas fmartine under his late 
diiafter, returned to England fullen, and in difguft. In 
the month of May, 1666, he was, on prince Rupert's 

Sitting the fleet with the white fquadron, appointed to 
ve as a temporary rear-admiral of the white ; and fo 
much did he difiingui(h himfelf in the unfortunate aAion 
between the duke of Albemarle and the Dutch, that it 
was, for fome time, currently reported^ Van Trump's 
(hip was funk by the fire of the Royal Catherine. On 
the return of the fleet to refit, he was, on the lath of 
June, promoted to be vice-admiral of the white : the 
fouadron which, in the fecond engagement with the 
Dutch, in 1666, fo much contributed to the complete 
vidory obtained over them, by the vety furious manner 
Vol. I* E viaory 
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in which it attacked the van of De Ruyter*a fleet. Th« 
Royal Catherine was fo roughly treated, as to be obliged 
to quit the line to refit. No greater enconuum caa 
be pafTed on the behaviour of our admirals and com- 
manders in this adion, than to lay thqr had die honour 
of totally defeating three fuch men as Ue Ruyter, Evert« 
zcn, and Van Tromp* No mention is made of fir 
Thomas, as having been concerned in any of the naval 
operations of the enfuing year ; nor have we been able to 
obtain any further information concerning him, except 
tiiat he conmianded the Cambridge in 1668. 

TITSELL, Samuel,— iwas, in the year 1660, made 
coinmander of the Pembrdce. In 1661 he viras appoint- 
ed to the Sapphire ; and, in 1 663, to the Weftergate* In 
the laft (hip tie imfortunately periflied, being caft away^ 
in the Weft Indies, foon afterwards, 

TYRWHIT, John,— vraa, on the 20th of September, 
1660, appointed, by the duke of York, captain of the 
Happy Ketum. In 1661 he commanded the Afliirmnoe: 
in 1063 the Providence. In 1665 he was promoted to 
die Referve, a fourth rate of forty-eight guns* In 16669 
on the promotion of fir F. HoUis from the Henrietta to 
the Cambridge, he was appointed to fucceed him in the 
command of the former ihip« In 1668 he commanded, 
firfty the Swallow, and, afterwards, the Speedwell* In 
1669 he commanded the Falcon ; and in the following 
year, i67e, the Adventure. From this period he appeaus 
to have retired from the fervice for a confiderable time, 
as we find him no more employed till the nth of July^ 
x686, when he was appointed, by king James the fecond, 
captain of the Tyger. On the 2ad of April, 1687, he 
was removed into the Nonfuch; and on the 15th of 
September following into the Cambridge. This was his 
laft command ; but whether he died foon afterwards, or 
retired from the fervice in confequence of his attachment 
to his former mafter, we have not been able to difcover. 

WAGER, Charles, — was appointed to command the 
Yarmouth, in 1660, bv the duke of York ; and, in 1664^ 
was promoted to the Crowti. He died, at Deal, on the 
24th of February, i665< 

WHITING, Richard,— of Loweftoffc in Suffolk, was 
made captain of the Diamond in the year 1660, but nc\'er 
conunanded any other ftip. . . 

WILGRESS, 
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WILORESS, John,— commanded the Beat at the 
time of the reftoration. In 1664 he was appointed, by 
the duke of York, to command the Hcdor ; and was re- 
moved, the fame year, into the Eaff India Merchant, a 
fourth rate of fifty-four guns. In 1665, he again com- 
manded the Bear, but quitted her, foon afterwards, for 
the Marmaduke. In 1066 prince Rupert, and the duke 
of Albemarle, promoted him to the Houfe de Switen,' a 
man of war, taken from the Ehitch, of feventy-fix guns. 
In 1670 he was appoinu^ to the Welcome ; and, in the 
following year, to the AiBftance. The time of bis death 
is, like mat of many of his gallant predeceifors, totally 
unknown. 

WILLIAMSON, Roberti — was appointed to com- 
mand th^ Harp foon after the reftoration. 

WCX)D, John,— commanded the Sophia at the time 
of the reftoration. In i66c he was appointed to the 
Providence; in 1666 to the Unicom*; and, in 1667,10 
the John, all three being firefhips. In 167 1 he ferved as 
lieutenant of the St. Andrew. In the following year he 
was appointed captain of the Kent, a fourth rate ; after 
which ne had no command. 

WOOD, Walter,— was appointed captain of the 
Princefs in 1660. In 1664 be was commander of the 
Convertine, and foon afterwards removed into the Hen* 
rietta : in this fhip he glorioufly fell, in the hour of vic- 
tory, being killed in that ever memorable a£tion, between 
the Englifh and Dutch fleets, in June, 1666. 



1661. 

ALLEN, Francis,— was appointed commander of the 
York in the year 1661, No farther mention is made of 
him. 

BEACH, Sir Richard,— was made captain of theCrown 
at the fame time the laft*mentioned gentleman was ap* 
■—-■■■■"■ ■ — . 

* Id this year alfo he wu employed at Briflol as a regulating cap* 
Cain; and fo popular did he fender himCelf, that at a time when fea- 
inen were particularly wanted, he raifed c^pwards of two hundred fea- 
Ben in three dayt, men flocking from ill parti to enter with him. 

E 2 pointed 
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pointed commandeh of the York, In 1663 he was pfff-» 
moted to the Leopard of iifty'^fix gunsi and (cnt as convoy 
K) the Turkey fleet; his coftimiffion for this purpofe, 
bearing date December the r4th, 1667, being inlertcd in 
the Memoirs of Naval Aflfairs, from the year 1660 to the 
year 1672, commonly called " The Duke of York's Mc-^ 
moirs.*' He continued to command this (hip till 16669 
w hen the joint admirals, prince Rupert and the duke of 
Albemarle, removed him into the Fairfax. In the fol- 
lowing year the duke of York appointed him to the 
Greenwich; and, in 1669, to the Hampfliire** In 
16721, having hoifled his flag on board the Moimiouth^ 
he ferved as rear-admiral of the blue with fir Edward 
Spragge,on his expedition againft the Algerines, and had the 
good fortune to meet with one of their beft (hipt, mounts 
ing forty guns, and carrying three hundred and fifty men. 
Aner a Ihort but very fmart adion he captured her. 
The peace with Holland taking place Toon after his re* 
turn from the Streights, he quitted the a£Uve line of fer- 
vice for fome time. On the 24th of March, 1673, he was 
appointed commiflioner of the navy; and Itill retaining 
/ his place at the navy board, was, on the 13th of March, 
i682-;j, appointed, by the commiflioners for executing 
the oftice of lord high admiral, commander of the Roy^ 
James. Nearly about the fame period he had the honour 
of knighthood conferred on him. On the 19th of ApriJ, 
1686, iir Richard was made commiffioner-rcndent at 
Portfmouth, and continued to receive every poffibfc 
mark of attention from king James, who, confidercd 

* In 1670 he was appointed commodorci or a& fome (though erro* 
ncxsuily) fay, rear-admiral of the fleet, in the Streighu, under fir 
Thomas ^len and Iir Edward Spragge* In this ftation, through the 
I^Uant aflittance rendered hy him to the Dutch, under Van Ghendt, 
fix Algerine corfaira, mounting from forty-four to thirty*eight guns 
each, were taken and dcfl roved at one time; to them an heavy blow. 

i Soon afterwai ds he fell in (fingly) with two Algerine frigates, 
whom he broaght to aftron, which ended fo much to their diudvan- 
tage, though he was unable to capture either, in confeouence of the 
jalEfUace they derived in flight trom their oars, that tnc largeft, in 

f>art]cular, with thegreatcft difficulty reached Algiers, having received 
eventeen (hot between wind and water, and hau twenty-five men kil- 
led, beddes fifty wounded. He fnon afterwards returned to England 
wiih a convoy, and arrived in ^he Downs February 4, 1671. 

merely 
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merely in his abflrad capacity ef lord high admiral, was 
remarkably diligent, on all occafions, in fearching for, 
and patronizing merit. Although the fame pcrfonage, 
ivhen he afcended the throne, not only oontinucd him in 
€)ScCf but, after a fiiort time, as a more convincing mark 
of his favour, promoted him to a more confequential em- 
ployment than that which he had held in the preceding 
leign: yet fo far was he from eipoufing meafiires he did 
not approve, and fuch the opinion entertained of his real 
int^ity, at a time when it was confidered as a \'ery fuf- 
ficient ground for diftruft, to have received the fmalleft 
favour, or remained merely paffive, as (ir Richard, from 
his appointment being merely of a civil nature, was, in a 
great meafuTe,^compelled to be) that he was not only conti-^ 
aued in office after the revolution, but, in 1690, was 
promoted to the comptrollerfliip of the vi£lualling ac* 
counla. This he did not long continue to enjoy, for, 
covered with age, and infirmities, the neceflary confe- 
queoce of a long and a£tive fervioe, he died in the year 
1692. 

BARNARD, George,— nothing farther is known of 
this gentleman than that he commanded the Gift man of 
yrzr in the year 1661. 

BlfAKE, William, — was appo^nt^ fo the Hawke 
ketch in 1661, and to the Lizard in 1663. N. B. T^s 
iBoft probable both thefe yeflels were only what are now 
deemed floops of war^ and th^ captain, confequ^ntly, 
only a mafter and commander. 

BROWNE, Arnpld,— cominanded the Dunkirk in 
1 66 1, and was f^op;} thfnce pjromgted to the Ann in 
i664« 

BUCKHII,!,, Thomas.— Nothing farther is faid of 
diis pntleman than that he eonunanded the Roe I^etch 
in i66i. 

COTTPRElfLi Edward, — after having pommiuided 
the Cygnet in 1661, the Paradox in 1662, the Foreibr in 
1664, and th^ Delph in 1666, ferved as lieutenant of the 
Warwick in 1669, and of the Revenge in the fame year. 
In the year 1670 he was appointed, by fir ]£dv/afd 
Spragge, to command the Algier; ^nd, m 1672, was 
made captain of the Auguftine by prince Rupert. Nothing 
flfrthcr is known of him. 

flj <i;OVEU.| 
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COVELL, Allen, — was appointed ctptain of ii$^ 
Soilings, in the year i66i» by his royal bighoeifs 1^ 
duke of York. 

COUNTRY, Richard,-rComaianded the Hind kdch 
in the year 1661. In 1662, he was ciptain of the Eoaf* 
tirorth floop ; in 1664 of the Nonfuch ketch,; id 1667 of 
the Forreftcr; and, in 1668, of the Drake. He next 
ferved as lieutenant of the Portland*; and, in 1673^ was 
iappobted, bv Charles the Seconds Who, after the pafling 
of rile Teft AS, and coniequerit i«tijei3aent of the duke 
of York, had afliuned tbe management of his navy, cap* 
tain of the Roebuck. , This appears to have been his laft 
command. 

CUBITT, Jofeph,— twas made captain of the Mary 
Rofe in the year 1661 ; but no notice is taken of bis 
commanding any other (hip. 

CURLE, Edmund, — ^was appointed commander of the 
Little Mary in x66i| and is alfo unknown in any other 
xefped. ' 

♦ id/a. , 

t He wai an old cemniander under the commoQwcftldi; and, ai a 
coriofity, we have fubjoiAcd a copy, verbatim, of his original com<^ 
finiflion under that authorixy, communicated by lieutenant Fortye of 
jGf«enwicb hofpital, hit immediate defcendant by the female line. • 

'* BLobt. Blake^'and George Monck^ admirU, and Gen", appointed 
** by parliafflt. to -command the fleet for this expedition. - ^ 

** To Capt. Jofeph Cubitt conanderof the PortGnouth frigg. 

*^ By vtrtub of an a8 of parliament, and. a commifGon from the 
*' Gouncill of fiate authorifingus thereunto, We. do hereby conftitute 
•** and appoint you captaine of the Portfmouth frigt. ' Thefe are 
*' therefore to authorife and deGre you forthwth. to make yor. re*' 
*' paf{e 6n board- the faid finpp, in her to take and execute the charge 
*< and comand of captaine^. tor this eafuing expedition accordingly ; - 
*' hierby willing and firi^ly charging theieveral officers in the (aid, 
*'. ihippt and : company untd the fame belon§ine,Tclpcdively to obey 
" yor. comands at their captaine j and you liJkewrfe to obferve and 
*' feUow fuch orders, inlltuQions, and dyredioni,- as you fliall receive 
** from tyme to tyme from the councell of ftate.-commiiBooers of the 
>' adm.ltx. and navy, ourfelves the vice admiral and foperio^ officers of 
** the fleet,, according to the difcipline of warr for the fervice of the 
^' ftate; and ihis Ihall be your warrant. Given under our hands and 
•• fcale, at Whitehall, the 15 day of Oaobcr, 1653. .1 

• " GeorcbMonck, 

Ex^ John Poortmans, Scct^y. «« Rob. Blake." -v. 

^ - DOSSY, 
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» BOSSY, ThomiB,-^w2M» at the fame tibe with the 
two laft-mentioned gentlemen, appointed captain of the 
Harp ; and, as was the cafe in their refpedive infiances, . 
we have been unable to procure any funher information 
€)i hini. 

FASEBY, WilKam. — ^We are now come to one of 
thofe officers to whom Fortune, through a lon^, and te- 
dious fetfvice of near forty years continuance. Has denied 
that Of^rtunity of delivering a name to pofterity, deco- 
lated widi thoife fplendid atchievements, which othersi^ 
their ootemporaries, more fortunate, but, perhaps, not 
snort gallant, have acquired, with fo much happinels to 
themmves, and ^lorv to their country. In the year i66r 
he commanded me Roe ketch ; in 1666, till which time 
his name does not again occur, he comntanded the Ka«- 
therine yacht, and in the fame year the Anne yacht : ia 
1668 be commanded the Monmouth yacht; and, in 167 1^ 
the Cleveland yacht. On the i ith of September, 1675, he 
was appointed, by commiffion from the king, to commarKi 
the Charles yacht ; and, on the 26th of September, 16^ 
he was appcnnted, by the commiffioners for executmg 
the office of lord hig^ admiral, to the command of the 
Kent. On the toth of December following he was re* 
moved into the Henrietta yacht. How long he conti- 
piled to command her is not known ; but we find him 
le-commiffioned for thfc fame veflel, on the 14th of No- 
vember, 1 68c ; and again, by king James the Second, on 
the f ft of May, 1688. On the 4th of May, being only 
three days afterwards, in the fame year, he was removed 
jnto the Mary. We hear nothing more of him, either as 
to any command he held, or the part he bore in the revo-* 
lution, till the 24th of January, 1690, when he was ap- 
Doint^ to the command of the Eagle guardOiip ; from 
triiich he retired' fome time afterwards. After this period 
he never went to fea. Sunk by age and infirmity, he was, 
when he quitted the Eagle, put on the fuperannuated lift. 
And though Fortune, as has been already remarked, de« 
nied him the opportunity of leaving behind him a briU 
liant name, ibe nad it not in her power to deprive him of 
that degree of merit which depended on himfblf : a cha«- 
lader withov? reproach. He died on the ilth of Sep^ 
tember, 1711. 

E4 FINCH, 
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FINCH, WilUwn,— wts the third (on of Thom«n 
lirft carl of Winchelfea. Having becQ bred to the fea, 
he was appointed commander of Uic Forxefier in the year 
1661. In 1666 he was promoted^ by ptinc^ Rupert and 
the duke of Albemarle, to the Amity, a fourth rate. la 
this command he ferved as fecond ta Ar Jeremiah 
Smith, who commanded the blue fquadron, in the twe^ 
a£tions which took place between the Englifli and the 
Dutch in that year; and was afterwards removed into the 
Foreiight, to fucceed captain Seymour, who had been 
killed in an a£Uon, in the latter fight between prince 
Rupert and the Dutch. In 1671 he was conunander oi^ 
the Crown, and, in the following year, was niac^ captaia 
of the York. In this (hip he gallantly fell * ftrenuoufly 
maintaining the reputation of an* ancient family, the 
honour of his profeilion, and the glory of his native 
country. 

FORTESCUE, John, — wasdefcended from a noble fa- 
mily. This gentleman having entered into the navy, 
was appointed captain of the Colcheiter in the year 1661. 
In the following year he was made commander of the 
Hound; in 1665 he removed into the Loyal Subjed; in 
1667 into the Charles the Fifth, (a man of war taken 
from the Dutch) and laftly, in the year 1668, into the 
French Vi&ory. As a proof of the early attention 
paid by government to the whale fiftiery, we find this 
ihip, together with ihe Speedwell, fent to Iceland in this 
year for the prote£lion of the whalers* The time of his 
death is unknown. 

FORTESCUE, Robert,— probably the brother of the 
gentleman laft-mentioned, was alfo appointed to the 
command of the Colchefter in (he fame year with him. 
In 1666 he ferved as lieutenant of the Greenwich, and in 
the following year of the Ann. In 1672 he was com- 
mander of the Francis fireihip ^ in 1673 ^^ ^^ '^^^ ^"^ 
Chriftopher; and, laiUy, on the 12th of April, 1678, was 
appointed, by Charles the fecond, captain of the Afia, an 



* On the 28th of May, 167ft, in tbe zSkion between the Englifli 
deet under prince Rupert, and the Dutch under Vaa Tromp and 
Do Ruytcf . 

hired 
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kired man ot war : after which no notice is taken of 
him. 

JFRARYy Ralph, — ^^ras commiflionedi in |66i^ tp the 

ieremy hoy: in 1668' hp commanded the Batchelor 
etch i in 167 j an hofpital flilp, called the Johq'fi Advice ; 
and in the following year the Henriettas yi^tch. This 
appears to haye be^n h\» faft .QDjpamand. 

GOLDII>JG, Jofan|— rl^as apppinted to the compiand 
of the l^thefine yacht in x66i| 9114 to the Mary yacht in 
die £ime year. In 1664 he was removed into the 
Piamond trigate. He had the melancholy honour of 
being the firlt commander who fell, after the declaration 
of vfar againfl Holland, being killed in the month of 
JF'dbni^y i66<f in an engagement with a Dutch frigate, 
sv^ch is, by Kennet, called a Diredion fhip, of thirty. 
t^o guns, commanded bv young Evertzen, fon to the 
admiral. The enemy's (hip was captured : a poor, and 
very inadequate compenlation for theloJTs of fo gallant a 
man! 

. GROVE, Edward, — commanded the Merlin in l66jp 
the Martin in 166}^ and the Succefs in 1664. 

HALL, Robert,— is faid to have commanded the 
Princefs in the year 1661, by conuniflion from Prina 
Rupert. In this article there mud be fome miftake, 
cither in refped to the date, which probably (hould be 
1671, or to prince Rupert having granted the commilEony 
the affairs ot the navy being totallv under the direction of 
the duke of York in the year 1601. He is not faid to 
have had any other command. 

HIDE, Hugh, — commanded the Adventure in 1661, 
the Richmond in 1662, the Guernfey in the following 
.year, and the Jerfey, which was his lafl command, in 
7664. 

HILL, William, — ^was appointed conunander of the 
AuguiUne in 1661, of the Elias in 1663, and, laftly, of 
the Coventry * in 1664. This fhip unfortunately ran on 

Ihorc 



* There it a tetter extant, from tbe duke of York to capuin Hill, 
dated the nth of April, 1665, in confequence of the pilot and Tome 
of the people bclongincj to the Coventry, having gone afliore at Yar-^ 
hioatb, and into a houle where the plague then nged, ordering hiin» 
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fhore in the Weft Indies and wte toft. On this tccotat 
a court*mattial was held on board the Katherine jracht, 
on the 1 8th of December, 1667, for the trial of captain 
Hill. The decifion was fiogularly honourable to the 
accufedy inafmuch as be was acquitted of the fmalleft 
ihare even of rejiroach, and i^eclsired to have highly de* 
ferved, for ** having defended his fhip, and prevented the 
enemy from taking pofleflion of her, for feveral days after 
ihe had been ftrandod en their coafts." He, h6wever^ 
:|iever had a command afterwards. 

HOLDITCHy Abraham, — rafter having been appoint** 
ed to. the command of the Sophia in 1661, was, in 1665^ 
made lieutenant of the Revenge* In the fame year he 
i^as promoted to be captain of a Ihip, called the Mare's 
Fjrize, and alfo,^ in a few weeks after, of the Bendifli ; the 
firft, probably, taken from the Dutch. Nothing farther 
is known of him. 

KING, John,— was made captain of the Giles ketidh, 
and loon afterwards of the Hawke, both in the year i66i« 
In H663 he was removed into the Hind ketch; in the fbU 
lowing year he was promoted to the Mermaid frigate; 
and to the Diamond, which was the laft ihip ht ever 
commanded, in 1665. 

LAMBERT, David, — was appointed captain of the . 
Norwich in 16619 and, for what reafdn we have not been 
ibie to learn, had no further command till after the refto* 
ration, when, on the 24th of June, 1689, he was ap* 
pointed to the Ncwcaftlc; In a letter, written by uie 
duke of York to the duke of Albemarle, dated April the 
2oth, 1665, mention is made of captain Lambert's having 
been a pallenger, in a ketch tender belonging to the Royal 
Charles, at th? time one of her men was killed by a fhot 
fired from Landguard fort. This tranfadion the duke of 
Albemaile is defired to inveftigate, and caufe to be pro- 
perly punilhed. No further mention of him occurs till, 
as has bfcen already obfervcd, the year 1689. On the firft' 
of Odober, 1692, he was appointed captain of the Ruflel 
of eighty guns. In this ftation he continued during the 



io cafe oCtny fymptomt pf rnfe£Uon appearing, to repair to fome of 
the timtihabited Scilly iflandi for the recovery of the crew, and fa, 
prevent didr fj^eading the conu^oa fixrther. 

fol- 
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MLtmttigtvmmtT, -ynhea this fliip was one of the fleet 
tinder the command of the joint-adml^als KillegreWp. 
JJdavall, and Shovell. On the firft of July, 1695, he 
"w^B put on the fnperannuated lift as captain of a fecond 
late. He died in 1703 •• 

LAMB, James, — ^was appointed commander of the 
Ann yacht in 1661 ; in 1664 of the Happy Return ; and^' 
in the following yejkr, of the Ann, a third rate of fifty* 
Hx guns. He was flsdn foon afterwards, according to a 
note in the margin of the navy lift, " in a fight with famt ; 
Dutch Jbips.^* felt as, after the beft inveftigation, no la- 
tisfaAory account can be obtained of the circumftances 
attending it, it is not improbable it happened in the unfor* 
tunate atta(!k on the Dutch (hips, in 'Berghen. 
' tAUOHORNE, or LANGHORN, Arthur,— was 
appointed a lieutenant in the Princefs in 1660: in i66r 
he was promoted to the command of the Duke ; in 1662 
t6 the Ffembrokc ; in 1663 to the Oxford ; and after- 
wards, in the fiimeyeaf, to the Bonad venture. In 1665, 
at die eve of the Dutch 'war, he wa» apppinted to the 
Revenge ; and, in the following year, to the Cokrhefter. 
In this (hip he failed, in the beginning of the year 1667, 
under the commttid of fir Jolm Harman, to the Weft 
Indies, and in this (hip he unfortunately fell, in an adioa 
With a French fquadron, under the command of monfijeur 
De la Barre, fent thither for the purpofe of aififting the 
Dutch, with whpm tj^ey ha4 lately entjsred into at* * 
jianoe.' 

MARLBOROUGH, James Ley, eart of,-»-was the 
grand-fon of Jatnes Ley, earl of , Marlborough, (b cre- 
ated by Charles the firfl, in the yeaur 1626. Having 
entered into the fea-fervice he was, in 166 1, appointed to 
command the Dunkirk, and made commodore (or, zt it 
'was at that day' called; admiral) of a fquadr6n fent to the 
Eaft indies, to take pofleflion of Bombay for Charles the 
Second, as being part 0^ the portion given by Portugal, . 
with the Infanta his intended queen. After his return 

* This gentlemtn miglit probably be a relation of the celebrated 
geneial LambertV, wd, DbfflMy, be treated coldly in dte fervice on 
«bat groond. - This is oniTgiven at a c'onje8uraI relfon for his having 
contiottcd for fucfa t aumbn of yean anemployed. 
•* ' • ' ' ' from 
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from thencc> he was, in 16651 app<nnted comniander of 
the Old James, t fecond rate of feventy jnins. He ferved 
in this (hip as a private captain, in the noet fitted out the 
fame year, under the duke of York, and unfortunately 
fell in the adion, which took place on the 3d of June^ 
with Opdam. The manner in which he had figndized 
himfelf during the fhort time he had ferved, and the uni* 
form teflimony borne by all perfons to his excellent 
behaviour, and general condu^ in life, left thofe who 
furvived him every thing to have hoped for, from his fu- 
ture exertions, had Providence permitted them ; and every 
thing to lament at having fo noble, and worthy a jperfonage 
fo prematurely fnatched from them *• Both Bainage, and 
the author 01 Tromp's life, bear the mod honourable 
teftimony to the gallantry of this nobltsearl^ and give us, 
as an anecdote relative to his (|cath, *^ that he was kil|ed 
in the a£t of retakifig the Montague, a thjrd rate of fifty? 
eight guns, commanded by captain parlftake, qf which 
the enemy had taken po0e(iioii. The earl of Clarendon, 

* The following account of diit excellent perfon is extn^ed Crom 
the archives of the Herald's college. 

** James Ley wai the graiulfon of the firfi carl of Marlborooeh ; 
he di^t from his yoath, applv hioifelf to learaed and gepennu finues. 
Whcrehy he rendered himlelf hig|ily capable to ferve his prince and 
country, of which he gave fjgnal temmony, from (he beginning of the 
late unhappy rebellion unto die minute of his death, not only by 
voluptarily-expofin^ his perfon to all dangers, and valiantly Q^hting 
in his oiajcflies armies againft the rebels, but tn applying himielf to 
navigation, jivherein he became moft expert, fpeomog therein the 
greateft part of the laft twenty years of lu» life, lofletber with his pa- 
trimony ; anJ in that time vinted the American plantations, and the 
Eaft and Weft Indies} to the firfi of which hp was fent, by his 
majefty, anno 1662, with a fleet of ibips and land forces, to take 
poUeflion of Bombay, which, by agreement with the crown of 
Portugal, was then to be rendered ^> his majefty. In this chaigje he 
demeaned himfelf as became a man of honour an(] prudence. Laftly, 
this moft noble earl having the command of one of bis majelhr's princi pa! 
Ihips of war, called the Old James, after he h^ rendered all poflible 
proofs of his conduA and codrage in the late naval battle againft the 
Dutch, fought upon Saturday toe 3d of June, under the aufpicious 
command of his royal highne(s James, duke of York, he fell in the 
bed of honour, being (lain with a gc<ra(t fliot ; the like of which took 
away alfo, about half an hour befm, the life of the right honourable 
and moft noble lord, Charles >Vefion, earl of Portbnd. This earl of 
^hrlborough died, unmarried^ in tnc forty.£xth year of his age.*' 

' * ■' after 
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filter having pathetically lamented his fate, defcribes him 
as a '< man of wotiderful parts in all kinds of learning, 
which he took more delight in than in his title ; and having 
no great eftate defcended to himi he brought down his 
mind to his fortune and lived very retired, but with more 
reputation than any fortune coula have given him." 

MARYCHURCH, Ifaac,— Nothing farther is known 
of this gentleman, than that he commanded the Griffith 
in i66i. 

MENNIS, or MINNS, Sir John,— -was appointed com«^ 
mander of the Henry in i66i,and at the fame time received 
a commiflion to zct as vice-admiral and commander-in« 
chief of his majefty's fleet in the Narrow Seas, with per- 
mifGon to i^'ear his flag at the main-top, in the abfence of 
his royal highnefs the duke of York and the earl of Sand-^ 
wich. It may be thought not a little fingular, that no 
mention is ever made of this gentleman as employed in 
aAive -fervice, when we have poiitive evidence of his 
having held fo diftinguiflied a rank in it. The faS is, 
he quitted that line of employment foon after the refto- 
ration, for the comptrollerfliip of the navy, in which 
office he died early in the year 1671. 

MINORS, Richard, — ^was appointed captain of th^ 
Leopard in 1661 ; in 1665 he ferved as lieutenant on 
boaro the Old James, the (hip commanded by the earl of 
Marlborough in the adion between the dute of York 
and the Dutch under Opdam : but, in confequence of 
fome complaint relative to his conduS at that time, he was 
fufpended, and tried, on board the Royal Charles, at the 
Nore, on the 3d of May, 1666. ^e was fully acquitted 
of all mifcondu6i, want of fpirit, or non*performance of 
duty, which were the fpecific charges made againft him: 
but notwithftandii^ fo honourable a teftimony of his 
worth, he was not again employed till 1672, when he was 
appointed captain of the London Merchant. He either 
died foon afterwards or retired from the fervice. 

PAGE, Thomas, — after havins commanded the 
Nightingale in 166 1, the Pearl and Newcaftle in 1664, 
the^redah in 1666, the Weft Frie^eland, taken from the 
Dutch^ in 1667, and the Falcon in 1668, ferved as lieu- 
tenant of theForefight in the fame year. In 1669 he 
was^ a fecond time, appointed captain of the Pearl. In 

1672 
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1672 he <fCMliixianded the Wivenhoe pink, 9Uid the rmaH 
IPefleis afoftt at Sheernefs. In 1673 be was made com«* 
mander of the Francis. His name does not asain occar, 

PARKER, John^^wfls appointed to the Nonfuch in 
j66i ; the Amity in 1664; and the Yaimouth, a fourth 
late of fifty-two guns, in 1666. He did not long enjoy 
Ixis laft command. He fell, however, in the hour of 
.viftoiy, being killed in that ever-memQiahle fight, or the 
a5thof July, 1666, between the Englifh fleet, under the 
command of prince Rupert and the duke of Albemarle^ 
iuid th« Dutch, under De Ruyter. 

PARKER, Nichola$,--commaadcr of the Greyhound 
in 1661, was appointed to the Coventry in 1663 ; foon 
afterwards, in the fame year, to the Nonfuch ; and, hlSj^ 
to the Tyger in 1668. 

PESTiLL, William, — ^was appointed to command 
the Pearl in 1661. 

PETT, Phineas,— was the fon of fir Fhineas Pett, ori- 
ginally maiter builder, and afterwards commillioner* 
xefident at Chatham. He commanded the Truelove and 
Bramble in 1661. In 1^63, and aeain in the following 

gr, the Henrietta yacht. In 1665 he was captain of the 
therine* but was almoft immediately removed into the 
Tygier frigate. In May 1666, being tnen a cruifing ihip, 
lie fell in with a 2^ealand privateer mounting forty guns^ 
and fully manned. An adion of courfe taking place, cap* 
tain Pett was unfortunately killed in the very commence- 
ment of it. To the credit of the lieutenant, whofe name 
we are ignorant of, on whom the command devolved, the 
adion was continued, norwithftanding this £ital accident, 
till the Tyger was fo far difabled in her mafts and rigging, 
as to enable her enemy to make his efcape, after a fniit>- 
kfs chace and difiant aSion of fix hours continuance. 

ROBINSON, Sir Robert, — ^was appointed commander 
of the Ruby in 1661 ; and in 1665 of the Elizabeth of forty 
guns*. In the following year, 1666, having very much 
diftinguiflied himfelf in the adion betvixen the duke of 

* He had the eood fortune, in the beginning of February in this 
veact to meet with a fleet of Dutch merchantmen, richly laden, from 
fiourdeaux; of thefe he captured two, which he carried fafe into 
Plymouth. 

5 York 
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YoiIl and OoAaaOy he was promoled to the Wavfpight^ a 
third rate of fixty^four s^ns, in which he alfo had aa 
Qpponunity, which he did not negled, of fignalizing 
himfelf during the two a&ions, fought in that year, be-^ 
tweeii the En^(h and Dutch fleets. In December 1666; 
captain Robimon was (ent commodore of a fquadron of 
fix fail*, to convoY the fleet home from Gottenbtnrgh* 
On the a5th they tell in with a fquadron of fhie Dutch 
SDcn of waff of which three t, including the admind, 
were, after a fhort a£Uon^ taken. In iroS he was re- 
moved into the Ruby; and» on the 21ft of Auguft, 1670^ 
was appointed to tne Greenwich, as commodore of a 
convoy bound to the Streights. Through his very extra* 
ordinary care a numerous fleet was conduced* in (afety^ 
through the mofl tempeiluous weather and repeated ftorms* 
On his return from the Streights he was, in 1672, again 
appointed to the Warfpight ; early in the enfuing year U> 
the Monmouth ; and, on the 9th of February, 1073*4, to 
the Diamond. A little before this time X he received the 
honour of knighthood, in confideration, as it is exprefsly 
laid in the notification of i# ^ the many good fervices 
done by htm. It is mofl probable, that from the time 
o{ his quitting the Warfpight, he was emploved in the 
Mediterranean fervice, where the peaceable diipofition of 
the piratical dates, at that tinu^ has prevented any occUn- 
rence, worthy of notice, from being tranfmitted to us. 
This conje&ure is founded on the circumftance, of no 
notice being takcn^ in fuch documents as we have been 
able to procure, either of himfelf, or the £everal (hips it Ig 
known he commanded during the fecond Dutch war, and 
for fome years afterwards. In 1674 he was appointed 
to the Royal Oak ; but flill we continue in the dark as to 
the particular fervice in which he was engaged. On the 
t7th of April, 1676, he was appointed bv Charles the 
Second, who, fmce the retirement of the auke of York, 
in 1673, had afTumed to himfelf the management of the 



* The Warfpiffht, die Jerfey, the Diamond, die St. Patrick, the 
Nightingile, and t&e Oxford. 

T Thefe were the Clean Hardeer of thirty-eight guns, the Leyden, 
«ad the yacht Ecles of thirry-fix guni each. 

} On the itth of DKcemhcr. 

navy, 
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navy, to command the Ailbrance frigate^ and tent on the 
Mediterranean fervice. Hodilities being commenced 
againft the Algerines, he had the good fortune to fall in 
with, and capture one of their principal corfairs, moimt^ 
log nventy-two gims, in the month of Augu(l» 1677. 
Returning from the Medkerianean at the end of the yeary 
be waSy on the 7th of January, 1677-8, removed Into the 
Harwich ; and, on the profped of a rupture with France^ 
was, in the fummer following, fent commodore of a 
fouadron, conilftinR of ten fail, to cruize at the entrance 
01 the Channel, and watch the motions of the French fleet 
at Breft, as well as to reftrain the probable depredation^ 
of the Algerincs, who, at this time, rofe into fuch iofo* 
Icnce, as to fend their corfairs even into the English 
Channel. On the 3d of January, 1 679, he was appointed 
to the Foreficht ; and on the 15th of May, 1680, to thtf 
Affiftance. Fie failed on the 24th of June as commodore 
of a fquadron bound to Newfoundland. This is the lad 
fervice we find him engaged in. 

SMITH, James, — commanded the Newcaftle in 1661, 
the Ann in 1662, and the Eflex in 1663, all in the time 
of profound peace, (b that we can only regret we have 
nothing memorable to relate of him. 

SMITH, Thomas, — commanded the Welcome in 
1661, and the Madras in 1665. 

SPARROW, Francis, — commanded the Swallow 
ketch in 1661 : his name not occurring again we are in 
the fame predicament with him that we are with the two 
former gentlemen. 

SPRAGGE, Sir Ed wartl.— There is fcarcely any thing 
more grievous to the enquiring mind than not being able 
to trace, with certainty, the early tranfadions of a man^ , 
who, rifing into years and public fame, hax h ere&ed him* 
felf into a meteor to be gazed at for a time, leaving u» 
incapable of afcertaining the quarter, or firft caufc ^om 
which it fprung. The firft knowledge, either public or 
private, wc have been able to acquire, relative to captain 
Spragge, is, that in the year 1661 he commanded the 
Portland ; in 1664 he was made captain of the Dover^ 
and afterwards, in the fame year, of the Lyon. At the 
commencement of the Dutch war, in 1665, he was ap- 
pointed to the Royal James; and was, in a fhort time, 
9 xcmo\6i 
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removed from thence into the Triumph. His behaviour 
in the engagement between the duke of York and Opdam, 
taught the world, on every future occafion of the fame 
kind> to look up to and admire that gallantry it expefted, 
and was ever gratified in beholding, without once expe- 
riencing the Imallell difappointment. His very confpi- 
ciious behaviour procured him the honour of knighthood 
from king Charles, at the fame time * that he conferred it 
on admiral Allen. Earlv in the enfuing fpring, 1666, he 
•was made commander ot the Dreadnought, and appointed 
to ferve as rear-admiral of the white. As he was in 
prince Rupert's divifion, which failed to the weftward in 
cxpe6lation of meeting the French fleet coming up 
Channel for the purpofe of joining the Dutch, he had no 
ihare in the three firfJ day's ad ion of the long engage- 
ment between De Ruyter and the duke of Albemarle; 
but on the fourth, the junction having taken place between 
prince Rupert and the duke, he amply compenfated for 
his former ab fence, infomuch that, removing into the 
ViSory, he was promoted, by the joint admirals, to ferve 
as vice-admiral of the blue, a wortliy fucceflbr to the brave 
and ever to be lamented fir William Berkeley. In the 
enfuing engagement the blue fquadron, in which he ferv- 
id, was the weakefl in the Englifh fleet, while Van 
Tromp's, to which it was oppofed, v/as the ftrongeft in 
that of the enemy. To have maintained its ground, 
or have aSed merely on the defenfive, would, confidering 
the inequality of force, have been a condudl highly de- 
ferving praife ; yet, combating with the odds it did, it com- 
pelled its enemy to owe that fafety to its flight t which its 
own fuperior llrength, aided by the acknowledged ability 
of its commander, could riot procure for it. In 1667 
fir Edward removed his flag into the Revenge, and com- 
manded at Sheernefs when it was attacked by the Dutch 
on the loth of June. The place itfelf was almofl irica- 

• Thc84ih of June, 1665. 

t ** ]^h '1^^ ft6th. — At two this day, the wind veering round 
weftward to the N. E. the gcncraU difcovcred Tromp, with the rc- 
Tuaiodcr of the Dutch, in the Otfco, chaced by the blue fquadron, 
who had the wind.*' 

Nar. ofthi kXt great AQicn at Sia* 

Voi. I. F pabW 
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pable of refinance, its whole defence confifting of a plat- 
form, on which were mounted fifteen iron guns, yet he 
continued, for a confiderable time, to oppofe near thirty 
men of war. And when, at lafty the fuperiority of their 
force was fuch as to render all farther conteft fruitlefs, 
he made good his retreat with the few brave men under 
his command, to oppofe the enemy a fecond time, and 
with greater fuccefs than before. He retreated up the 
river ; and taking port: at the battery, at Gillingham, op- 
pofite Upnor caflle, received the Dutch fo warmly when 
they attempted to force their way up the river, on the 
13th, that they were glad to retreat, with the lofs of a 
confiderable number of their men, the deftruftion of 
many of their long boats, and an infinite mifchief done 
to their (hipping, two of which, after running on fliore, 
were burnt to prevent their falling into our hands. Not 
yet fufficiently chaftifed for their rafhnefs, on the 23d of 
J uly they returned to the mouth of the Thames, and from 
thence laikd up to the Hope, where a fmall fquadron 
lay that had juft before been put under the orders of fir 
Edward. When they firft made their appearance he 
unfortunately had not arrived to take the command. 
As an incontrovertible proof how much the abfence of a 
iingle perfon may injure the nation whofe battles he has 
undertaken to conduft, the only fuccefs the Dutch could, 
with any proper juftice, claim during this expedition, fo 
that it was not counterbalanced by their lofs in acquiring it, 
was owing to this unlucky caule. On the following day 
the enemy began to retire; and fir Edward, who had now 
taken upon him the command, prepared to purfue with, 
the utmoft expedition. On the 25th, at day -light, it was 
difcovered the enemy had dropt down nearly as low as the 
buoy of the Nore. Sir Edward having rcfolved to take 
every advantage of the tide, and drive down with the ebb, 
though it was then almoft low water, was compelled^ in 
confcquence of the tide making up, to come to an anchor 
about five o'clock a little below lee. At one o'clock the 
flood being fpent, the Dutch fleet again got under way : 
our fquadron doing the fame, and plying up to them with 
all the expedition in their power, a diftant, and confe-* 
quently indecifive a£lion coqimenced, which continiied^ 
with little imermiffion, till funfet. In the account pub- 
6 - ' liOied 
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liflied by authority^ it is faici, " in all this afternoon's 
iervice fir Edward gave them fcarcely one gun in anfvver 
to the great firing they made, not being able to come up 
fo near them as he delired, the enemy having the wind." 
Do the 26th the Dutch wifely perfevered in retiring 
whenever thfe tide permitted them; and fir J. Jordan, 
who arrived from Harwich with -a reinforcement of 
twenty fmall frigates and firefhips, having contrived, 
though with fome diflSculty, to pafs the Dutch fleet, which 
lay between him, and fir Edward Spragge, the purfuit was 
continued with redoubled alacrity; but the wind fuddenly 
rifing both parties were obliged to come to anchor. On 
the 27tb the Dutch got clear of the banks, fir Edward 
not having it in his power to clofe with them. Thus 
ended an expedition treacheroufly * planned, and inglo- 
rioufly executed; an expedition from which fo much 
advantage was expcfted by the enemy, and which, in the 
tod> cfrefted very little more injury to the Englifh than 
what recoiled back on themfelvcs. This was the con- 
cludihg a£lion of the warj for the fame day that the ac- 
count of fir Edward's fuccefs arrived in London, intelli- 
^nce was received of the articles of peace having been 
ugned at Breda. Sir Edward ftill continued in commif- 
Hon, being appointed commander-in-chief in the Downs, 
with permiiuon to wear his flag at the main-top. He 
Was foon afterwards appointed to fervc, as vice-admiral. 
Under fir Thomas AIlen> to \va:ch the motions of the 
French fleet. But the Revenge, on board which fhip he 
had hoifted his flag^ having fprung a dangerous leak, {[\% 
was obliged to be tiSken into dock to be repaired, fo that 
be did not rejoin the fleet till the latter end of June. 



♦ The Dutch were enabled to «rry it iTifO execution by aflfuring 
the Britiflicoort of the finccrity of their wifhcs for peace. Charles 
the Sccood, whofe finances were, from his extravagance in other re- 
Ipcds, in rather a defperare fitiiation, was glad to deceive himlVlf into 
tnc idca-of no further hoftilities being menaced by the Dutch, merely 
becaufe he wiihed to fave the cxpencc of fitting out a fleet fufficient 
10 render their menaces fruitlefs. The Dutch were vain enongh to 
wave every folid advantage they might have reaped, from the fuperi- 
• ority of their naval forcc.ln aaual equipment, for the paltry gratifi- 
cation of iofultihg us by burning a few unarmed (hips in the river 
Medway. 

Fa. TI»c 



Digitized by 



Google 



68 trVES AND CHARACTIRS 0# 

The bufinefs with France being fettled very foon after-^ 
wards, fir Edward quitted that employment, in which he 
had rendered himfelf fo confpicuous, to enter upon an 
occupation in which he muft exchange gallantry for af- 
fability, and the requifites of an hero for the talents of a 
courtier. No man appears to have been better qualified 
than himfelf for the multiform charafter of a foidier, a 
ftatefman, or an ambaflador. Campbell very elegantly 
and clafllcally compares him to Alcibiades, who, in 
every office and ftation he appeared, fo far excelled, as to 
feem born and defigned for that alone ; and farther ad- 
duces, which is perhaps the greater compliment of the 
two, from the teliimony of all hlftorians who have de- 
fcribed him, that in his manners he greatly refembled the 
^arl of Sandwich, and, like him, concealed an high and 
daring fpirit, under the moft captivating addrcfs and 
polilhcd behaviour. The choice made of him as a com- 
plimentary envoy to the conftableof Caftilc, lately appoint- 
ed governor of the Spaniih Netherlands, may therefore fairly 
be coniidercd as wife a meafure, as was the appointment 
of the earl of Sandwich *, to whom he has been with fo 
inuch juftice compared, to be ambaifador to the king of 
Spain. Sir Edward arrived at BrufTcls about Chriftmas 
1668-9; ^"^ having executed his commillion with the 
utmoft addrefs, ability, and difpatch, returned to England 
the latter end of January, Not long afterwards he was 
appointed to ferve as vice-admiral of the fleet dcftined for 
the Mediterranean fervice, under fir Thomas Allen ; he 
hoifted his flag on board his old fhip^ the Revenge. On 
-fthc 19th of July, 1670, he had the good fortune to 

• Tfec fucccfs of whofd negociation has been already fern. 

+ While in this command be had the good fortune to rePcue an 
homeward-bound fleet of merchant (hips from the Turkifli CorfaiM, 
as appears by the following letter. 

** Plymouth, Jan. 2d, 1669-70. — Ycflcrday and this day about 40 
fail of merchant fhips put into this port from New England, the 
Streights, and feveral pans of Spain and Portugal, being part of a 
fleet of 100 failf whicn, for thefe three weeks, nave been beating up 
and down the mouth of the Channel, the red are fuppofeil to have 
put in at Falmouth. They tell us that, off the Cape, nine Turkifh 
men of war gave them chace for fome time;, but fir Edward Spngge 
having the guard of that Ration, came in to their refcue with three 
frigates, and a Dutch man of war of between forty and fifty guns, aD4 
iKarJDg up to ibc Turks, forced then from the chace," 

refcuf 
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refcuc a Swedifh merchant fhip ; and again, on the 5th of 
Awguft, an Englifh fliip, from the Turks. The gallantry 
exhibited by the mailers of ihofe vefl'els was fuch, as to 
compel us to lament the narrow limits of our prefent 
undertaking, whigh do not permit us (for the honour of 
thofe hitherto unnoticed perfons} to go into a detail of the 
circumflances attending their bravery and efcapc. Sir 
Thomas Allen returning from the Streights in November, 
1670, fir Edward was left in the Mediterranean com- 
mander-in-chief. On the 14th of December following, 
having the J^ittlc Vi(Sory, a firefhip, in company, he 
difcovercd, when about fourteen leagues difbnt from 
Cape Firminteer, that bearing from him E.N. E. three 
fail, two of which were Turkifti men of war *, Having 
ufed every artifice to difguife his fhip, and pafs her upon 
the enemy for a merchant veflel, they were fpr a confi- 
derable time deceived, and bor^ down upon him with the 
greated refolution : but at length, when their nearer ap-? 
proach difcovcred to them their rtiiftake, they were then 
more eager in flight, than they had been jull before in 
purfuit. Jn vain did fir Edward follow them through 
the reft of th^it day t, and the two which fucceeded it ; 
but on the third, having driven the (hip he was in chafe 
of on (Jiore, Ihe was boarded, taken poifcflion of, and, by 
ufing timely precautions, got off unhurt, This exploit 
would not, perhaps, have merited fo pariicular an ac-r 
count, but that it affbiitds fo ftrong an inftance of pcrfc-r 
verance, a quality in 9 commander, when not degenerate 
jng into ol)llinacy, fcarcely lefs commendable than the 
moft ^djve intrepidity. Towafrds the latter end of April, 
having received intelligence of a mnnber of Algcrinc 
corfairs laying in Bugia bay, it \yas determined, in a 
council of war, called by fir Edward on the occ^^fion, to 
lofe not a monjent in attacking ihetn. The hoyr of the 
enemies dellrudlion was however deferred for ^ (hort time, 
firlt, in confequenceofits falling dead caln^ at the very mOT 
ment the attack \vas to have taKer\ pla<pe, and afterwards 
becaufc the wind was contrary, or at bed too variable 
^" ' ■■■,.. ... . ■ ■ - y , .,., 

* The third, a prize they had takeo. 

+ Towards ihc clofe of which, v^^c enemy, to reader pprfui^ ftiU 
ffiore difadvanta^eoui, parted company. 

F3 to 
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to warrant an attack. At length, on the night •f An 
ad of May, fir Edward refolved to make the attempt, will| 
the boats of his fquadron and the fmalleft of his firefhips, 
but the darkiiefs of the night, and too miich precipitation, 
or fome other accident on board the firefliip, rendered the 
cnterprize abortive, though moft ably conduced by Mr. 
Nugent, fir Edward's firit lieutenant, to almoft the very 

{>oint of execution . Tempeftuous weather, aind the Cjirc^ 
efs deftruftion of the only fmall firefliip i^malning to fir 
Edward, occafioned a fecond attack to be deferred for 
fome days. The lofs of the firefhip was almoft irrepar- 
able, for that which he had ftill left, the Little ViSory, . 
drew fo much water, that it was feared {he would render 
but little fervice. The enemy having received a very 
conridcrable reinforcement of troops and ammunition on 
the 8ih of May following, fir Edward thought it not ex- 
pedient to defrT the intended attack any longer, left fome 
furthefr addition to their force, which he knew not how 
foon might arrive, might render fuch an attempt unad- 
vifablc, if not totally impracticable. The utmoft pre- 
caution, as well as gallantry, was become neceflary to 
render the attempt fuccefsful, for the Algerines, ever 
fince the firft attack, had laboured inceflantly to fecure 
their vefTels, which they purpofely unrigged, by a ftrong 
boom made of their yards, topmafts, and cables, and 
"buoyed up by caflcs. The long continuance of contrary 
winds and tempeftuous weather had, by delaying fir Ed- 
ivard*s operations, afforded them all the time they could 
dcfire to put ihemfclves into the moft perfect ftate of de- 
fence. About noon fir Edward made the fignal to attack, 
encouraged to it by a fine eailerly breeze : but on its 
dying away foon afterwards, even before the ftiips could 

fet under weigh, they were once more obliged to defift : 
owever, at tivo in the afternoon, on its again fpringing 
up, the attack commenced in earneft. Sir Edward 
brought to clofe under the walls of the caftle, which fired 
incelihntly upon him for the fpaceof two hours. During 
this time the boats of the fleet • were employed in cutting 

■ — . — J. 

♦ The very confpicuous gallantry exhibited on this occafion by the 
captains Harman, Pcarce, and Finn, at this time lieutenants com* 
xnanding the boats, is recorded in the Memoin of tbofe gendcmen. 
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the boom, and clearing a paflagc for the firefliip. When 
this fervice was effefted me was fent in ; and being con- 
daded in a mafterly manner, realized every hope the moft 
fanguine expe£lation could have formed: the whole 
Algerine fleet, confifting of feven men of war, and three 
prizes, which they had taken, were burnt. Campbell 
very juftly obferves, '* this lofs was almolt an irreparable 
one to theAlgerines, inafmuch as the fhips which were de- 
ftroyed were picked out from their whole force, for the 
exprefs purpofe of fighting fir Edward. They were 
eq^uipped as well in refpeft to men, as ordnance *, and 
other military ftores, with the greateft care and moft con- 
fiderable expence : above all, they were commanded by 
old Terkey, an officer whom they had ever confidercd the 
moft able and gallant in their fervice t. This important 
exploit was atchicved with the lofs of only feventeen men 
killed and forty-one wounded, a convincing proof that 
gallantry, and the fuccefs attached to it, carry with them 
lefs real danger than timidity may be able to perfyade 
itfelf. The fervice on which fir Edward was fent being 
thus moft fuccefsfuUy executed, and the peace being, in 
confequcnce, concluded in the month of December fol- 
lowing, he returned to England };, having fliifted his 
flag to the Rupert, in March 1671-2, to encounter a new 
war, on the moment hoftilities were commenced with the 
Dutch^ It could not be fuppofed § an oflScer of his dif- 
tinguilhed abilities and chara£ler, would have wiftied to 
I - ■ .1 

♦ Which were all of them brafs. 

+ The fliips dcftrpyed were, the White Horfe, the Orange Tree, 
#nd Three Cyprefs Tree*, of thirty-four guns each ; the Three Half 
Moons of twenty-eight, the Pearl of twenty-fix, and the Golden 

Crown and Half Moon of twenty-four. ^Jhe dcftruQion of thcfe 

vcflcls To terrified the Tqrks, and put them into fuch confufion and 
diforder, that they (Iruck off the head of their Dey, and fet up ano- 
ther^ whoni they obliged to come to an agreement with our admiral^ 
and a peace was concluded accordingly, — Lcdiard, and fir £^. Spragge*s 
Letters, dated September fhe 30th. rGaz. No. 687. 

J «« Whitehall, March 18. Here is arrived fir Edward Spragge, 
late admiral of his majefty's fleet in the Mediterranean, having been 
received by his majefly with particular marks of his grace and favour, 
for the happy fervices done his majefiy in the late expedition to the 
Mediterranean, and the effeding fo honourable aa4 a^vsgatageous 4 
peace with tbofe of Algiers." 

^ Vide the Life of Sir R. Holmes, p. \q^ 

r 4 jrCtirc 
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retire in the hour of public warfare. He was appointed 
to ferve in bis old ftation of vice-admiral of the blue fqua- 
dron. To him the duke of York confided the trull of 
equipping the fleet * and arranging every thing that was 
neceffary for its future fervice. But his extenfive abili- 
ties, and the favour of princes, which are generally the 
confequence of them, are the ufual, though moft unna- 
tural parents of envy, and malicious afperfion. There 
are not wanting thofe who have feized on this opportu- 
nity, among others equally trivial, to charge the gallant 
admiral with being a Papifl, as though, becaufe of the 
duke of York's attachment to him, religious principles 
■were as eafily transferred and imbibed as an infedious 
diftemper. The fallacy of the charge we (hall preicntly 
have the opportunity of proving. Without farther di- 
greflion, fir Edward was lo adlive in thefc the civil duties 
of his oflice, that the fleet was ready for fcrvicc by the 
latter end of April. In the beginning of May the duke 
of York took upon him the command, and, on the 3d of 
that month, failed in order to form a junction with the 
count D'Eftrees, and the French fquadron ; that nation 
being then in alliance with us againft the Dutch. On 
the 21 ft of the fame month the united fleets got fight of 
the Putch about eight leagues fouth eaft of theGunfleet, but 
no engagement took place till the 28th, a day eyer to be 
remetiibered as a remarkable epoch in the naval hJftory 
of England 4 the battle of Solebay. To fay that fir Ed- 
ward Spragge, who had hoifted his flag as vice-admiral 
of the red, on board the Loyal London, diftinguilhed 
himfelf in this ^flion, would, after what mere juftice has 
already compelled, us to relate of him, appear like a faint 
and compuHive praife ; while, to fpeak of him according 
to his real merit, would be only to reiterate phrafes-fhat 
have already been moft worthily applied to him. The 
duke of Yoj k, after his own (hip, the Prince^ was difabled, 
and he had ineflFeSually endeavoured to re-enter the 
aft ion, by hoifting his ftandard on board the St. Michael, 
fhifted it, for the third time, into the Loyal London. 
In this fliip he continued during the remainder of the 

* He afled as commander-in-chief during the equipment of cht 
flect^ aAd the abfence of his royal bigbncfc. 

cngagt- 
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eftgagement ; and, through the fpirited exertions of fir 
Edward, aided by a few commanders who were near him, 
Dc Ruyter was, after a conteft of near two hours conti- 
nuance, obliged to bear away ; when fir J(;feph Jordan's 
divifion, which was to windward of him, joining 
the duke, rendered the victory complete. Of the few 
fhips taken and deftroyed in this action • the large ft was 
funk by fir Edward. After the death of the tarl of 
Sandwich fir Edward was appointed to fuccecd him 
as admiral of the blue fquadrpn, but nothing memorable 
took place. Towards autumn he (hifted his flag into the 
Refolution, and was fent, with a fmall fquadron, to drive 
away the Dutch fifiiing bufles. He difplayed on that 
fervice a moderation truly indicative of his own greatnefs 
of mind. The capture of a lingle veffel was fullv fuffi- 
dent to put to flight an enemy totally defencelels ; and 
contented with fliewlng fo ignoble a toe what his power 
was, he forebore any further exertion of it, than what he 
had already effeded, by acceptii)g one t, a tribute for the 
the whole, and driving the reft back into their own ports. 
In the following fpriiig he was again employed as admiral 
of the blue fquadron. The reafon given by Campbell 
for his appointment is fingularly curious. " When the 
duke of York, (feys he) by the paffing of the Tcft Aa, 
w^s obliged to part with his command, and the court, to ' 
gratify the defires of the nation, lay under an abfoluto ' 
lieceflity of making ufe of prince Rupert, they took care 
to fecure the fleet notwithftanding, by employing on 
board fuch officers only as they could be(l, and he couki 
leaft truft." The varied powers of language could not, 
j)robably, have produced an higher compliment, than in 
attributing fir Edward's appointment to this motive, in- 
afmuch as if the fuggeftion is true, and there appears no 
reafon to difcredit it, the government muft have efteemed 
him : we will not coldly fay brave and honeft, but pof-, 

♦ Thcfc were, the Slcvcrcen, forty-eisht guns, taken; the Jofhna, 
fifty- two gunSf funk afterwards) one of fifty-four guns, funk by tho 
carl of Sandwich; one of (ixry-fix guns, funic by (ir Edward Spragge. 

+ Ext. of a letter from fir E. Spragge, dated Refolution off Yar- 
mouth, Sept. 30, 1672. *' Since my laft I have taken ten dogjiers, 
mie huje {tie vefftlju^ mentioned) and a privateer of eight guns. 1 am 
ufmg my beft endeavours for the river, having cleared tbefc feas «f 
fll filfacrmen, except our own**' 

fcfledj. 
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feiled^ as his natural and inherent qualities, of every virtue 
that could render a commander great, or human nature 
rcfpeSable. This appointment may alfo ftand as a far- 
ther arid moft complete refutation of the charge made 
iXgsanR him, of having been a Papift. Before he entered 
on this, alas! his lad command, in which he hoifted his 
flag on board the Prince, he was fent ambaifador to the 
court of France, to arrange the future plan of naval ope- 
rations, and fettle fome punctilios relative to the iervice. 
As no particulars concerning this embaffy were ever com-- 
municated to prince Rupert, it tended highly to widen 
a breach that fubfifted between them, which origi- 
Xiated in fir Edward^s being appointed to ferve with him 
inftead of fir Robert Holmes, whom the prince had fpe-» 
cially recommended.. They both of them, however, 
TOfleffed minds too great to fuifer private animofities to 
infiueoce their public condud. Sir Edward regarding 
only hi$ duty to his country, aCted as though he had a 
iiamiB. to .ereft : and the prince, feeming to forget the 
very caufe of his diflike, withheld not that well deferved 
culogium * which, in all probability, he would have more 
gjadly bellowed on an officer who had been the objeft of 
his choice. The Dutch having, from the proximity of 
their own harbours, been enabled to refit their fleet, 
while that of the Englifli was, from their want of that 
advantage, in the fame fliattered ftate to which the late 
engagement had reduced it, they refolved, with thefe odds 
ia their favpur, to hazard a fecond action. Accordingly, 
on the fourth of June, they bore down to our fleet, which 
"was laying at anchor feven leagues from Oofl: Capelh 
Some authors, critics in naval difcipline, have thought 
proper to blame fir Edward for going in his boat fix 
miles, on board prince Rupert's ihip, to receive his orders^ 
jufl before the engagement comihenced. But the fa£l: 

"^^"^ ■ 11 !■ !■ ■ I ■ ■ . ■■ I. I I I tm^mmt^^h ■■ n il* I III I I I ,^ 

* Vide bis letter to lord Arlinstoo, publilhed in the Gazette, 
fie. 7S6, relative to the adiop of the sSth of May. " Sir Edwar j 
Spragge, on his fide, mainuincd the fight with fo much courage and 
refolutton, that their whole body gave way." 



*' At length the furious attack made by fir Edward Spragge, ie- 
f onded by the other fquadrons, obliged tne Dutch to retreat fo far 

iFealljf. 



within their fands^ that the Englifli and Ereneh could not purfu« 
them.'.' Uiliard. 
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reftlly is, that fir Edward had no idea the Dutch had any 
intention of fighting ♦. Others again have darkly infi- 
nuated fuggeftions to his difadvantage, becaufe no notice 
is taken of him by prince Rupert in his account of the 
ji£^ion* Bat it is very evident from other teftimonies f , 
that in this conteft, which fcarcely deferved the name of 
a* battle, (ir Edward bore a molt diftinguiihed fliare, dero«- 
jnting not in the fmalleft degree from that noble fpirit 
he had fhewn on everj former occafion. We are no^- 
come to the concluding fcene of this great man's life, 
*rhc Englifli fleet being re-equipped, it ftood over to the 
coaft of Holland to feek the enemy, who appeared, orv 
many opportunities fought by prince Rupert to engage 
them, as wiihing to avoid the conteft. At length, on the 
nth of Auguft, the long-expfefted decifion took place, 
•Sr Edward was, as tho' fate had determined their perfonai< 
quarrel fliould be at length brought to an ifTue, again op** 
pofed to Van Tromp. Thefe two competitors for fame^ 
^ thev are juftly called, were fo intent on terminating, 
each by the ddtru&ion of his- antagonift, their private 
animolity, that, intent only on adion, they had falten- 
jeTeral leagues to leeward of their own fleets. In vain was- 
one (hip difabled while another remained in a condhioA' 
to fupply her place. The Royal Prince and the St. 

* " Sir Edward Spngge, admiral of the EngHIh blue fquadrqn, who 
had the vao, not believiDg that the Dutch intended to lighti butf' 
only, as before, to change their road, made no great hafleto bear up.'^ 
IJ/e cf De Huyter- 

t '* The two fleets for fome time fought Houtly, efpeciaUy wher«r 
the earl of Oflbry and fir Edward Spragge engaged, till the prince, 
finding the difadvantage of the wind, with the red and white fquadrons' 
ftood away N. W. De Ruy'ter did the like, leaving Van Tromp, 
with the reft of the fleet, in a fliarp 6onfli£l between Spragge audi 
Oflbry." Life ofDt Ruyicr, 

" The Dutch writers confefs his bravery, and own he puflied* them< 
hard: and Tromp, in his letter to the flates fays, that he was 'forced' 
to retreat a little before it was dark." Campbell. 

** Spragge iikewife encountered Van Tromp, (hip to fliip, but at- 
fome diAance, for want of a wind : notwitbftanding which he flxx 
down his admiral's flag, and made a terrible flaughter amona hit men. 
This brave commander behaved himfelf upon other occafionc like- 
wife, during the engagement, with fo much gallantry, and plied )^' 
broadfides with fo much fury, as well as good manageoftent, on thitt 
•nemies ibips, that whole fquadrons fled before him.*'— /.r^'^u'i. 

Goorge, 
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George *y on the fide of the Englifh, remained melan- 
choly examples of the horrors of war, and inconteftible 
proofs of the fpirit of her Teamen, when headed by a 
commander they adored. On the fide of the Dutch the 
Golden Lion and the Comet t exhibited the fame fccne. 
The St. George being rendered almod a wreck, fir Ed- 
vrard found it expedient to remove on board a third (hip, 
t)ie Royal Charles, a neceflary perhaps, % but a fatal re- 
solution. His boat had not rowed ten times its own 
length from the St. George before it was pierced by a 
cannon fhot : ^nd, notwithiianding every poflible e^ertioq 
made by the crew, fir Edward was drowqed ere they could 
again reach their own (hip. ^t is related as an anecdote, 
Ijiat he took fo (Irong an hold on the fide of the boat, that 
i^rben it came to float his head and (houlders were above 
ivater. As, according to common fame, there was a 
vonderful fimilarity between the charaders of the great- 
earl of Sandwich and fir Edward, fo did it, abating a few 
cirQumftances, attend their fate. Gallant even to the laft 
period of their exiflence, they perijhed pitied and la- 
mented, alilvc by foes, as well as friends. To attempt . 
any delineation of his charaSer would be a ufelefs repcti-. 
tion of what has been already feebly reported of him : wc 
ftall content ourfelves with the following (hort account of 
Jiis conduft and fate, taken from the Life of De Ruyter. 
" Sir Edward Spragge and Van Tromp, the two declared 
competitors andf rivals for honour, with their fquadjcons, 
in the mean time perfifkd in adion with fuch determi- 
nate refolution, that the Dutch avow the like never tQ 
have been fcen ; their own two (hips having, without 
touching a fail, (Irangely endured the fury of full three 
hours inceffant battery. But fir E.Spragge's (hip, the Prince^ 
having ioft her mafts, and being fo fearfully torn as to be 
•unfit for more fervice, with his flag difplayed in his boat, 
l^e (hjfted aboard of the St. George: and finding her like- 
wife difabled, as he was leaving her to get into the Royal 
^■■. ^ ■■ .^11^ iiiii^.— .1.. II ...I..I, , I ...i-i. ■ I 

* Tbe ibips oa board which fir Edward fucceffively hoified his flaff|i ' 

•f The ibips in which Tromp fopgbc. 

'X It is faid fir Edward, when he received his appointment from the 
king, promifed be w«uld either bring him Van Tromp dead or alive, 
^ lofe his own life in the attempt 3 ^ promifc he too faithfuHy kept« 

CharleS| 
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Charles, a cruel (hot funk his boat, and left him helplefs 
in the ocean, whofe power being greater than that of Van 
Tromp, by his death chilled that heat of courage whiclj 
Tromp could never have cooled above water." His death 
was bewailed by all, even by the Dutch themfelves, who 
acknowledged him to have been a brave man, and a mofl: 
valiant foldier. 

STEPHENS, John,— commanded the Chcfnut pin^. 
i66r. 

TEATE, Richard, — ^was appointed to the Elias in 
1661, the Auguftine in 1663, and the Friezland fly-boat 
in 1665. 

TEkNE, Henry, — ^was appointed commander of the 
Hampfhire in 1661, and the Milford and Portfmouth 
fuccefHvcly in 1663. He commanded the Dreadnought 
of fifty-eight guns 'in the great aftion with the Dutch ia 
1665 ; and, on account of the gallantry he there difplayed, 
was promoted in the following year, 1666, to the Tri- 
umph, a fecond rate of feventy-two guns. In this (hip 
.he was unfortunately killed in the firft adlion which took 
place with the Dutch in the month of June following. 

TINKER, John, — commanded the Convcrtine in 
1661. From this time to the year 1670 his name does 
not again occur. He was then appointed to the London, 
and very foon afterwards to the ISt. Andrew j after 'which 
he had no command. 

Ul'BER, Richard, — defccnded from a very refpedable 
family long fettled at Loweftofl^e, in Suffolk, commanded 
the Montague in 1661, the Phenix in 1663, and the 
JEffex in 1664. At the commencement of the Dutch war 
in 1665, he was appointed to the Rupert. He be- 
haved with the moft confpicuous gallantry in the aftion 
with the Dutch, in the fame year when Opdam was blown 
up, ai>d the enemy totally defeated; as alfo in the firft 
adUon in the following year, when the duke of Alber 
marie, with two divifions only of the fleet, withftood, fof 
three days, the whole naval force of the Uhited Provinces; 
and when joined by the white fcjuadron, under prince 
Rupert, drove them backward, with ignominy, to theic 
^w^i coafts. In teftimony of the high fenfe entertained of 
Jiis brayeiy oa thefe occafions he was, on the 12th of 
June; 1660, appointed to aft as rpar-admiral of the white 

fcjuadrou 
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fquadron under fir Thomas Allen. The eminent fervicc 
rendered by that divifion of the fleet in particular*, 
during the fecond a6lion with the Dutch fleets has beeA 
already noticed in the life of fir Thomas Allen. Suffice 
it therefore to fay^ admiral Utbet's condu£): and gallantrjr 
on that occafion, proved him to be, in every refpe£l^ 
worthy of the charge of fupporting fo able and brave a 
commander. In the month of December following h^ 
was difpatched, with a fmall fquadron, to cruize in 
foundings, where he had the good fortune to fall in with 
and capture three large French merchant {hips, laden 
with wine, and a Dutch (hip, from Cadiz, mounting 
thirty-two guns. Lediard, whofe autiioritVi generally 
fpeaking, is (lri6lly to be depended upon, fays that the 
captain, (for it does not appear he ever had a regular ap-^ 
pointment as an edablifhed admiral or flag officer, on hi^ 
return from the Streights,) brought in with him feven 
Dutch (hips richly laden: this information is con*' 
firmed in the Gazettes, No. 140 and 141, with the ad- 
ditional circumilance of an eighth which had been cap- 
tured, being unfortunately run down at fea. No men- 
tion is made of captain IJtber during the year 1667 ; but 
in the enfuing year we find him appoint^ to the Refo* 
lution, a new Ihip jufl: launched, lie did long enjoy this 
honour, as will , appear from the following epitaph on a 
monument ereded to his memory in the chutrch of 
Xroweftoffi? : 

Here lyeth the Body of Reere-admiraU 

Richard Utber, Father of Capt. John Utber^. 

Slaine at Bergen. 

Both born in this Town of Laistoe^ 

Who departed this Life the i8th of November, 1669* 

WATHAM, Jonathan, — after having been appointed 
commander of the Nonfuch ketch in 1661, and the 
Prancis and Sorlings progreffively in 1664, appears to 
have retired from the fervice till 167^, in which year htf 
ferved as lieutenant, firft of the Viaory, and afterwards 
of the Refolution. On the 6th of Odober in the foUow- 



* The Rupert, on board which (hip the rear-admiral's fiagw^s 
bDified, was fo much damaged at to be obliged to quit the line in order 

ing 
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xAg year, he was appointed to the command of the 
Guemfey; on the 3d of November, 1674, to the 
Deptford ketch ; and, on the 12th of April, 1678, to the 
Turkey Merchant, a man of war hired from the mer- 
chants. Nothing further is known of him. 

WYARD, Robert, — is to be noticed only as having 
commanded the Paule, believed to be a firelhip, in the 
year 1661. 

WYE, Edward, — is in the fame predicament, he be- 
ing known only as having commanded the Affurancc iii 
the fame year. 



1662. 



ALDERSEY, Jofeph, — ferved as lieutenant of the 
Bredah in 1661, and in 1662 was appointed commander 
of the Mary yacht. 

BERKELEY, Sir William,— was the noble, and very 
gallant defcendant, of a moft ancient and honourable fa- 
mily, lineally deduced from Robert Fitzharding, a per- 
fonage of confiderable eminence at the time 6f the con- 
queft. Having betaken himfelf to the fea, he was ap- 
pointed lieutenant of the Swiftfure in 1661 : in 1662 ne 
was. removed into the Affiftance ; and a very ihort time 
afterwards, during the fame year, was promoted to com- 
mand the Bonadventure. In 1663 he was appointed to 
the Briftol, and in the enfuing year to the Refolution, 
All this happening in the time of peace, there was, as yet, 
no opportunity for his natural gallantry to expand itielf, 
as it afterwards did fo much to the credit of ^he Britifh 
tiame, and fo heroically to the reputation, though, alas ! 
£0 fatally to the life of this great and truly brave man. 
In 1665 he was appointed to command the Swiftfure; 
and, notwithftanding his youth, he being at that time riot 
more than twenty- fix years old, was promoted to be rear- 
admiral of the red fquadron, under the duke of York. 
Oh the retym of the fleet into port, after the defeat of 
the Dutch, fie was advanced to be vice-admiral of the 
J * white 
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white under fir William Pcnn ; but no fecond aQion todi 
place during the remainder of the year. In 1666, when 
the fleet was put under the command of prince Rupert 
and the duke of Albemarle, fir William went to fea as 
vice-admiral of the blue, and led the van of the fleet witk 
his fquadron. The feparation of the white, under prince 
Rupert, from the blue and red fquadrons, which remained 
with the duke of Albemarle, and the bloody and defpe- 
ratc conflid which took place in confcquence of that 
Fatal, though perhaps necelFary and unavoidable plan of 
operations, is well known. Towards the co'icluiion of 
the firft day's aftion fir William's ihip, the Swiftfure, a 
fecond rate, being, with two others, cut ofl^from our line, 
was, after being completely difablcd, unfortunately taken • 
To aggravate the misfortune, as if the national diftrefs 
would othcrwifc have teen incomplete, and which was, 
indeed, a greater lofs than that of the fhip which he com- 
majaded : here fell the brave fir William Berkeley ♦. 
Adorned with every quality necefTary to conftitute an hero, 
he lived only to make knovn his rifing virtues to the 
world, leaving it to mourn ftheir abfence, without even 
knowing their full extent. Every pofliblc refpeS was 
paid to his memory by the Dutch, his body being em- 
balmed and dcpofited in the chapel of the great church at 
the Hague, by order of the ftates. A fpecial meffenger 
was font to England, to king Charles, recuefting he would 
give the ncceflkry orders for the difpofal of it; a civility 
thev profefTed to owe to his corpfc, in refped of the quality 
of liis perfon, the gfeatnefs of his command, and the hign 

* Nothing can be more honourable than the tedimony of his valour 
given by the Dutch thcmfclvcs. Lediard has the following noie ex-~ 
tra£)cd from the Life of Van Tromp, which, as it contains! moft par- 
ticular account of the manner of fir William's death, its reinfertioa 
here will, probably, not be thought an improper or impertincot a£l 
of plagiarifm. 

'* Highly to be admired was the refolution of vice-admiral Berkeley, 
ivho, though cut olf from the line, furrounded by his enemies, great 
numbers oi his men killed, his (hip difabled, and Warded on all fides, 
yet continued fighting, almoft alone, killed feveral with bis own 
hand, and would accept of no quarter, till, at leogtb being fbot in the 
throat with a mufket oall, hejetired into the captaio's cabbin, where 
he was found dead, extended ^t his full length on a table, and almoft 
aovcredftwith his own blood." 

courage 
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Mirage and valour he difplayed in that aftion, in which 
he, as has been already related, unfortunatelv fell •. 

BROOKES, PackihgtOni— after having (erVed aslieu-* 
teu^t of the Royal James and Royal Charles in i66i^ 
Mas appointed captaih of the Forefight in 1662; in 
1664, «1 the Eagle ; and, in a very fliort time afterwards^ 
he was removed into 4i is old (hip, the Forefight* We 
have not been able td acquire atiy further information 
concerning him. 

CONNINGSBY> Humphrey,— was lieutenant of the 
Afliftance in 1660, and the St. &eorg? in the following 
vear. In 1662 he was promoted to the command of the 
Sorlings; and, in 1663, Was femoved into the Guernfey* 
He was foon afterwards difmilfed the fervice by com- 
mand of the duke of York, at that tirine lord high admiral, 
but pn what account does not appear. 

EDWARDS, Peter, — commanded the Well dogger in 
1662 ; in 1665 he ferved as lieutenant of the Conftant 
Warwick. On the 3d of September, 1668, he was ap- 
pointed lieutenant of the Defiance ; and, in 1670, of the 
St. Andrew^ * In 1672 he was promoted to be commander 
of the Blelfing fmack. We are ignorant of any other 
particulars relative to him. 

HUBBARD, John, — commanded the Greyhound in 
1662 ; in i66iL he was removed into the Matthias, and 
from thence, in 1666, into the Centurion. In the month 
of May, this ihip being employed as a cruifer, he had 
the good fortune to rc-capturc a very valuable Englifh 
merchant-lliip that had been taken by the Dutch. He 
joined the iieet immediately after: and behaving very 
-•- - ■■■--- --■ -.. ■-..,-. 

* It has hccn a matrcr of doubt with fomp, whether this gentle* 
man's name fhoiild be fprlt Berkeley, Bartictt, or Bancley. This 
appears to have arifcn from a mifiiomer on a pi8ure of him painted 
bv fir Pcicr Lrly, and ftiU prcferved in Windior caftlc. But after « 
long and tedious fcarch in the Herald's college, we have at lafl beea 
ctiablod to ad'i the following authentic information, which totally re« 
move* every fhrtdow of doubr. 

Sir William Berkeley was the third fon of fir Charles Berkeley of 
Bruton, created lord Fitzharding, and treafurer of the houOiold to king 
Charles the Second. His mother was Penelope, daughter of fir 
^Villiam Godolphin, knight. Sir William was the brother of the 
brave Charle-s, e.nl of Falmouth, who was killed the year before in the 
adion between the duke of York and Opdam. Sir William died 
unmarried. 

Vol. !• G gallantly 
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gallantly in both the adions \i'hich took place this funl-' 
mer, he was appointed to fucceed captain Beach, who was 
himfelf promoted oh the fame ground, in the conlmand 
of the Leopard. In 1668, the war being then over, he 
was made captain fuccefGvelY of the Old James and 
Vidlory; and, in 1670, of tne Falcon* He had no 
other command till the i8th of June 1690, when he waf 
appointed captain of the Bonadventure of forty-eight 
guns. In 1693 he was fent with the Mary galley to 
convoy the fleet to Portugal ; and, foon after his return, 
was appointed fuperintendant at Plymouth, an office fincc 
laid afide, probably at the conclufion of the war. As a 
reward for his pad fervices, a penfion of 250 1. a year was 
fettled on him for life. The time of his death is uncertain^ 
^ MOHUN, Robert, — ^was appointed lieutenant of the 
Refolution in 1660, and of the Fairfax in 1661. In. the 
following year he was promoted to the command of the 
Satisfadion ; in 1 663 to that of the Oxford ; and, in 1 665, 
to the Portfmouth. Having eminently diftinguiflied 
himfelf in the bloody and unfortunate a£lion, which'took 
place between the duke of Albemarle,, and the Dutch, in 
the beginnine of June, 1666, he was appointed, by the 
joint admirals, to the command of the Dreadnought. In 
fhis (hip he had a very diftinguiflied fliare in the fecond 
engaigement in the fame year, wherein the Dutch were 
total^ defeated. Nothing further is known of him. 

MYNGS, Sir Chriftopher. — ^The firft information we 
tkzvt been able to acquire of this truly gallant gentleman 
is, that he was made commander of the Centurion in the 
year 1662. In 1664 he was, in i-apid fucceflion, captain 
of the Gloucefter, the Portland, and the Royal Oak, and 
appointed vice-admiral of a fleet dedined for the channel 
fervice, under the chief command of prince Rupert. In 
the following year, 1665, he hoifted his flag on board the 
Triiimph, as vice-admiral of the white fquadron. He 
(erved m this capacitv during the engagement between the 
duke of York and the Dutch admiral Opdam ; and, on 
the fubfeqtient retirement of the duke of York, he was 
appointed to ferte as vice-admiral of the blue *. When 
ti>e fleet returned into port he fliifted hi^ flag into the 

* The rank of r^iadrons not bciag fettted (tmanentfy , in re^£l 
to^rccedeooe of conuaand, at it if at prefsnt* 

Fair* 
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Fairfax; and a, ftrong fquadi-oiii of twenty-five fail^ 
formed of the ihips in beft condition for fervicci was put 
under his comniandi during the winter^ for the prote£lion 
©f our. commerce, td which end his aSiyity^did not & 
Jittle contribute. . The latter end of January he failed for 
the Downs, and bVthat means entirely broke the meafures 
concerted hj the Dutch for the protedion of their oWa 
trade, and tne injury of ours. In the middle of February 
lie i¥ent to the £Ibc t for the purpofe of convoyin^home 
the Hamburgh fleet, a fervice ne Completely effeded. 
When the fleet was aflembled under the command of the 
joint admirals, prince Rupert and the dtike of Albemarle^ 
he removed into the Viaory^ being appointed^ as it Is 
iaid by fome^ to ferve as yice-admirai of the red< But 
we have a good deal of reafon to doubt this information^ 
and to fuppofe that, a&ing as vice-admiral of the' 
white, he led the van of prince Rupert's :|:divirion, which 
Was detached^ in confequence of falfe information, td 
meet the French fleet. He confequently was not prefent 
during the three firft days of the long battle ; but oti th6 
fourth, as though he^ thought it incumbent upon him ta 
tnake amends for the tinoe he had loft» he fell, e^itelting. 
himfelf almoft beyond what ftrid duty aiid ^llantry de* 
tnanded* We cannot do a greater juiUce to nis memory 
than by giving an account of the manner of his deaths 
extracted from La Vie de Michael de Ruyter, and inferted 
by Lediardw <' Admiral Myngs having r<K:eived a mufket 
ball in his throat, would not be perfuaded to be bound) oi^ 
to leave the quartet deck,- but held his finge^ iol the 

* ^ F6rtrm6uth, Jan. ^, 1665*6. Sir Cbriftopber MynM» by feii«U 
hig oat fhiDsconfiantly icf crdife about, bath kept tbb cant very fre» 
from ftll <he encmv'i m^n of war." Gaz. No. ^8.— —And *gVO, 
** the vigilancy df nr Chrifiopfalfer Myngt ia fucb, that hardly any thing 
can efcape oUr frijptte (hat come tbrouffh the Channel." No. 39. 

t Wmle 00 tbif ferVice he had the hoaoirr of a viCt from the tt* 
kbrated Swediftf general, Wnmgil, whom he fnmjptaoufly enteti* 
tained* 

t '* Sir Chrift6pherMyn|i, Vice-admiral, ^^itbhndlvifion, fed tb< 
van, neat the prince, with his diviiion, fotl6wed; and then fr Edward 

Spiagge.^ And agarn> *' The dute caitfe on bbptr'd the Royal 

Jameiy to the prince, and «ve htm xa ace6ant of whiaf fabd happened 
in the three days afiion before } and it waa then refolved by thenit 
there being piefient fir Thomaa Allen, fir Cfari(lo|>her Myng^ and fif 
£dward Spragge, to let upon the enemy next monii^." Gaz. No. 6o« 

O J wofind^ 
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wound, to flop the flowing blood, for about half an hour, 
till another muflcet ball taking him in the neck, he died, 
after having given the mod fignal proofs of his courage, 
to the very laft gafp-'* 

PETERSO>If Matthew, — is known only as having 
commanded the James yacht in 1662, 

PYEND, Valentine, — was appointed captain of the 
Guardland, or Garland, in i66a; of the Expedition in 
1663, and the Dragon in 1664* In 1665 h.e was pro- 
moted to the Saint Andrew, a fccond rate ; which fliip he 
is known to have commanded during the three firft great 
a£lions with the Dutch. It is moil probable he foon 
afterwards died, or retired from fcrvice, no further men* 
tion being made of him. 



1663. 



CHICHELY, Sir John — We cannot be at a lofs for 
the rank and quality of this gentleman's family, his name 
fufficiently declares him a defcendant of the bifliop 
Chichely, founder of All Souls College, Oxford. Having 
entered into the navy, he was appointed lieutenant of the 
Swiftfure ; and, in the following year, vras promoted to 
be commander of the Milford. In 1664 he was captain 
of the Briflol ; and of the Antelope, a fourth rate, in 1665. 
His behaviour in the action between the duke of York 
and Opdam procured him to be promoted, in 1666, to the 
command ot the Fairfax, a third rate, as fuccefTor to fir 
Chriftopher Myngs. We have not been able to learn 
how long he continued captain of this fliip, but we find 
him appointed to the Rupert of fixty-four guns in 1668, 
«hd foon afterwards fent to the Mediterranean, his, being 
one of the (hips put under the command of fir Thomas 
Allen for that fervice. On the* return of fir Thomas to 
England, in 1670, aad fir Edward Spraege becoming 
commander-in*chief on that ftation, fir John was ap- 
pointed vice-admiral of his raajcfty^s fleet in the Streights^ 
nothing being a more common pradice, at this time, in 
the navy, than that of giving officers local rank. In 1671 he 
removed into the Dreadnought, and being taken very ill 
at Majorca, was prevented from returning to England in 
comjpany with fir Edward Spragge, who arrived in March ; 
but following him as foou as he was a little recovered, he 

wasi 
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^aSy on his arrival, appointed to command the Royal 
Catherine, of feventy-lix guns. The fate of this (hip^ 
in the Solebay iight, is too lingular to pafs unnoticed. 
She had joined the fleet on the very eve of the aftion with 
a raw, undifciplined crew ; and, from the confufion that 
mud unavoidably reisn on board, under fuch circumllances, 
in a condition totafiy unfit for immediate fervice ; thus 
iituated, (he was, about ten o'clock, boarded, and taken 
pofleifion of by the enemy. Her contmander, fir John, 
<and the principal officers, were (hifted, and the crew put 
down, as is cuftomary, below. But the Dutch having 
incautiouily, or, perhaps, through ncceffity, left but a 
fmali number of men to take charge of her*, the Englifli 
difcovering this to be the cafe, rofe upon their enen^.y, 
and not only redeemed both themfelvcs and the (hip ii<^.m 
captivity, but, in return, made prifoners of the Dutch, 
whofe captives they had, themfelves, the moment before, 
been. This being accomplifhed, they brought their (hip 
fefe into harbour. This accident was fo far from being 
thought difgraceful to fir John • that^ foon after his return^ 
he was promoted tube rear-admiral of the red, and hoifled 
his flag on board the Royal Charles of eighty-two guns. In 
the aflion with the Dutch in 1673, they ware enabled, by 
the inadivity of the French, to doiible on the red fquadron 
and feparate it, fo that fir John was, foraconnderable length 
of time, in the grcateft danger of being overpowered. But 
defending himfelf with the create(t gallantry, feconded by 
captain Wetwang in the Warfpight, he was, at lengthy 
extricated from his diftrefs by the very fpiiited exertions 
of prince Rupert. The peace with Holland taking place 
in a few months after this a£lion, he rem ned into the 
Phenix, of fixty guns, in 1674, and totally quitted the 
fervice in the following year, as we find him, on the 22A 
of November, 1675, appointed commiflioner of the 
navy, an oflice which he continued to hold till the month 
of February 1680. He was, moreover, op the a3d c? 

• The following account of this tranfaf^ion h ghren in a letter fr . u 
AMborough, publifhcd in the Gazette, No. tei. 

" They, " tAe DuUA^" were going to put a fire-fhip to her. u.z a 
French floop came in and cut off the fire-lhip's boat and t(x)k the n- . - 
Ihip ; and toeo the prifoners, who were undjcr hatches, found a vv -. .- 
10 break oat upon tnc Datcb, and redeem both tfaemfelv^) ai^fl -« - 
Jbip." 

G 3 Janu- 
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J^anuarVf 1679, made a joint commiffioner with fir WiK 
iam Hickinaii and -fir €teu-les Mufgrave; for exercifinl 
the office of mafter-geheral of the ordiimnce. This poft 
he quitted on the 28th of January i68r, two years after 
his appointment to if. On the a5th of Januiry 1682, he 
was aroointed one df the commil&oners for ekercifin^ 
the oace of Ior4 high ' admiral ; which ' poft he held 
through three coenmifltons, till lung Charl^k took thci 
^maragement'of the nitvy'into his own hands, on the 2^4 
lof May, 1684. • After the ferolution he was again jip- 

fointed to the fame biRce, on the '26th of Janiiary,'i69o; 
le held it only till the -5th of June following/ The 
tiioae of his death is unknown to ps, ' But the favour in 
which he (lood with diSbfeht governments, and the high 
Opihibn entertained of his condiid, as a good officer and 
m honeft man, is to be naturally inferred from th6 very 
consequential • trufts reoofcdd in him^ tfttt ' infirmities 
or inclination induced nim'to quit the fervice in -which 
he had' been hrtd, and to which he had rendered hiinfclf 
^ornament.' » > ^j v ^ ' ..,::» 

ENSOME, or IN$AM, Robert,— was appointed to 
Mmmiknd the Swallow ketch in 1663, nhd fent to thd 
Weft Indies, .in company with two frigate^ which were 
t>oth wrecked in the Gulf of Florida. The Swallow 
rfcapcd-that misfortune by thrOwingaU her gims and pro^ 
vifioQS overboard ; and after tex{>eriencing, for the fpace 
ef fixteen w^ks, harafhips almoft incredible> during which 
time the crew had nothing to fubfiftupotibut rain water^ 
and the fiib' they providentially caught, arrived fafe at 
Campeachy, and from thence, altera three wcfek's paiTage^ 
at Jamaica. * Thofe feas being at that time^ much in*' 
fcfted with pirates,' the Swallow was ordered, by the go- 
vernor, to be ifiiniediately refitted, and to fail in qiieft ot, 
oneof them, which he had received intelligence of as lying 
off the ifland of Hifpaniola. A long account is given <S 
this aSion by Campbell, in his Life of fir John ferry, in 
which, as it was compiled from the papers of his br6ther; 
we may, without meaning the moftdiftant reflcftion on 
the charafler of fir John, allow fomething for exaggera- 
tion. According to this relation captain Enfome, con- 
fidcring the fuperior force of the pirate, who carried 
tw^my ^un:^, while the Swallow had only eight, was ratheif 
{iverfe to attacking him ; upon which Mr*."Bcrry, who 
^ ^ . • wa$ 
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Was the lieutenant^ is faid to' have taken upoh himfelf 
the command, and behaved with fo much bravery, that 
the pirate was quickly carried, and with very trivial lofs 
on the part of the Swallow. Captain Enfome is reported 
to have been fo much offended at Mr. Berry's behaviour, 
that he brought him, on his return to Jamaica, to a 
court-martial, whofe decifion confirmed, as might natu- 
rally be expeded, the propriety of Mr. Berry's conduQ. 
According to the navy lift, captain Enfome was appointed 
fecond lieutenant of the Conftant Watwick in 1065 ; and 
we find him commanding the fame Ihip in the month of 
March, 1666-7. In her paffage to Cadiz, off the rock 
of Liflion, (he fell in with a large Dutch privateer, which, 
after a (hort but very warm difpute, made all the fail fhe 
could to efcape; and the Conftant Warwick- had received 
fo much damage in her mafts an4 rigging as to be inca« 
pable of purfuing her. Captf in Emome was fo delpe* 
rateiy wounded in this adion that he died foon after- 
wards ; fo that even admitting his former condu A to have 
been more cautious than became the chara6ler of a va- 
liant man, it muft be allowed that the mode of his death 
fully difcharged the debt to honour, and fhould wipe of 
from his memory even the fhadow of afperfion. 

KNEVET, Thomas, — ^was appointed commander of 
the Giles ketch. in 1663, and of the Lilly in the following 

J ear. He did not long continue captain of this laft ihip, 
eing, in a very (hort time, removed into the j^ichmond. 
At the commencement of the Dutch war he was particji- 
larly fortunate, as well as adive,in diftrefling the enemy's 
trade, by the capture pf a number of thejr merchant veffels; 
but never having been appointed to the con^maiiid pf a (hip 
of the line, had no opportunity of diftinguifhing himfefip 
ip any other way. In the year 1666 he ouitted the com- 
mand ^f the Richmond, and did not enter again into the 
fervice till the year 1672, when he was appointed to the 
Argierf. The tim^ of his death is unknown. 

SYMPND5, 

" • • ~ — — 

* He if to be remembered as the firft officer we h«re met vitif, 
vho uCed the ftrattf^m, (ince his time frequedtfy pra^lilcd, and with 
much fucceft, of difguifiog his flitp for the purp^fe of drawibg the 
enemy viibin his reach. This he did, while commanding the 
Argier» by houfiog his pins, (hewing no colours, ftriking even his 

Hag-fiaflTi and workiDg hu flup with much apparent aukwardncfs He 

G4 fuccee4cd 
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8YMONDS, Jofeph, — is to be noticed only as having 
commanded the Roe dogger and Invention floop fticccW 
fiveljr ip the year 1663, ^ 



166^. 



ABLESON, James, — ^was appointed, in 1664, firfl, to 
ComraandtheBear,and,2ndly,theExpeditiQn. In i665hQ 
was promoted to the Guinea, a fmail fourth rate of thirty*, 
eight gun3. Small as this (hip was, he diitinguiflied him-r 
felf very eminently in the firft aftion with the Dutch, 
and deferves ever to be remembered as one of thofe 
heroes who contributed to purchafe that viSory at the 
expencc of their lives; He was killed on the 3d of June, 
1665. 

ANDREWS, John,— commanded the Lizard in 1664, 
and the Sophia in 1666. 

ANNESTY, Abraham, — was appointed, in 1664, 
commander of the Maryland merchant, and of the Delph 
Prize in 1665. In 1666 he was removed into the Kil- 
verfome. From the time he quitted thi^ fiiip he held no 
command till after the accelfion of James the Second, by 
whom he was, on the 17th of June, 1685, appointed 
commander of the True Dealing, a fhip hired from the 
merchants. Nothing is Jcnown further of him, 

ARCHER, Anthony, — is to be remembered only as 
commanding the Good Hope, in 1664, of thirty- four 
guns, and having been unfortunately taken in the follown 
ing year, by the Dutch fleet under Opdam ; who, feizing 
the opportunity of the duke of York's being driven off the 
Ciaft, flipped out of the Texel, and captured this ihip to- 
gether vyith a valuable homeward>bound fleet from Hami 
burgh, at that time under her convoy, 

fuccecdcd in deceiving a Dutch privateer, off Alborongb, who had 
4une much injury to our coafling trade, and eluded our fwiftcft Tailing 
cruifers, fo that (he ran boldiv down to hitn as to a certain prize, 9^ii4 
^iffroycrcd npc her miAa^e till it was too lat^ for hcf to erca]pe. 

APLETTi 
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AY LETT, John,— was, early in 1664, appointed to 
the John and Katherine ; and, a flioxt time after, during 
the fame year, promoted to the Portland. He continued 
to eominand this ihip a condderable time, ivhich is a 
very unufiial ctrcumftance at this period, the fucceilion 
of different comnianders to the fame ihip being almoft 
incredibly rapid. In the month of June, 1666, we find 
him obliged to quit the fleet under the .duke of Albe* 
marie, his fliip, the Portland, being difabled vexy fooa 
after the firft adion in that year commenced with the 
Dutch, in confequence of another Englifh ihip having 
unfortunately run aboard of him. A grievous mortifica^ 
tion this to a gallant man, gnd equally unfortunate to his 
country, to be deprived of his fervices juft gt the moment 
^'hen they were fo much wanted. He quitted the com^ 
mand of the Portland in the year 1^67; and, in t668» 
was appointed to the Forreller. He did not long conti<^ 
nue captain of this ihip, for, in the following year, we 
find another oflicer commanding her. As we do not 
find he ever had an appointment afterwards, we may na* 
turally conclude he either died in a ihort time^ or retired 
from fervice. 

AYSCOUGH, Sir George, — ^was defcended from an 
ancient and honourable family in Lincolnihire ; his fa«i 
ther, William Ayfcough, being gentleman of the privy 
chamber to king Charles the rirft, fir George was 
knighted by th^t monarch, On the civil war's breaking 
out he adhered to the parliament ; and having been bred 
to the fea, was continued in the fame command he had 
held under the king. When the fleet revolted, in the year 
1648, and went over, to the number ofjeventeenjhips^ to the 
prince of Wales ; iir George, true to his truil, brou^t 
oiFhi^ ihip, the Lion, into the 7*hames; and the parlia^ 
ment, in token of their confidence, fent him to watch the 
motions of his late aflbciates* The following year he 
was appointed ^dniiral on the Iriih flation, relieved 
Publin, and continued ip thpfe feas as Jong as his fervices 
were required* In the beginning of the ycaf 165 1, he 
was fent to reduce the Scilly jflan^s, which were garri- 
foned for Charles the Second by a very confiderable 
force, under fir JohnGrenville. This enterprize being 
Quickly and fuccefsfully termiUiitedj he failed fof 
'9 . BarbadoeS| 
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Barbadoes, which, after foinc conteft, he reduced al(b« 
BOtwithftanding lord Wijloughby had aflemblcd a force 
Ihtle (hort of hVe thoufand men to oppofe him. On his 
return to Europe he found the Dutch war commenced ; 
amd fuch was the pofture of naval aiFairs, fuch were the 
exigences of the (late, that, foul and out of condition as 
bis (hips were, he put to fea a (hort time afterwards ; and 
felling in with the Dutch Saint Ube's jflcet, con(tfling of 
forty fail, he took, burnt, or dcftroyed thirty of them. 
Having returned from this very fuccefsful expedition *, 
Van Tromp, the Dutch .admiral, receiving intelligence 
of his being in the Downs with a fmall fquadront, medi- 
tated his de(lru6lion : to this end he detached a confider- 
able force, both to the fouthward and northward, to pre- 
vent his efcape, and then prepared to attack him with no 
Icfs than forty (hips. But fuch was the difpofition made, 
and the precautions taken bv fir George, that after having 
viewed his pofition, Van Tronip prudently thought pro- 

Eti to decline the attempt, and (ail northward in ksLTch of 
lake. Sir George being reinforced failed to the fouth- 
t^rard ; and being off Plymouth, fell in with the Dutch 
fleet, under the command of De Ruyter, convoying a fleet 
of merchant (hips outward-bound. An a£iion immedi- 
ately took place, and ended pnly vnth the night J. The 
event of the adion, as well as the force of the two con- 
tending fleets, is varioufly related by diflerent hiftorians. 
It is faid, in the Life of De Ruyter, which certainly was 

* Hiflortans are not very clear in their accounts, whether tlii« 
event took place at this time or after bis return from the Downa. 

i Confining, as fome authors fay, of feven; but, according to 
others, of ten men of war. 

{ The following is an extract of a letter relative to this adiqo. 
Written by captain Lucas to Mr. Hill, and publi&ed in bis letters. 

*' Plymoutb, Sept. lo, 165ft. The middle of laft month fir George 
^fkew, with bis fiect, came in from fea ; and, from the time the^ 
yiUTcin fight, had fo great a confli£l with the Flemiogs» that the like 
bas not, of late, been performed at fea : many of our (bips have loll 
their mails and yards, aod have had their riggtne entirely torn away, 
all which they are repairing as fpeedily as poilible. By the beft a^ 
count we have, about two hundred were killed and wounded. Tht 
glory of the day is chieily attsibuted to fir George, who ought to b« 
cflcemed by all, both for his valour and care in whatever is commit* 
ted to his truft.'* 

4 intended 
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intended as a panegyric, and puUiAed immediately after 
lii^'^deceafe, ** that De Ruyter s fquairon conftfted of ¥\YTr 
knen oftvdr* And advice of their arrival off the back of the 
'Ifle if Wight ^ being brought to the pretended parliament (f 
ittgltPidf fir George Afeue^ who fhen commanded a fleet of 
PORTY men of war in the weflj was ordered toflretch crner 
the Channel to hinder, or, at leafly difpute their pqffage. 
Accordingly f on the 6th ofAuguJi, 1652, the two fleets cam^ 
in fight J and, about four in the afternoon, to blows ; and here 
continued a Jbarp fight, bravely maintained on both fides, till 
feparaied by night, both lay by ;" Clarendon dates the Eng* 
liih fquadron at thirty ; and the Dutch fixty ihips of war 
and thirty merchant veflels. Raping on what authority 
we know not, aflerts that Rtiyter's fquadron confided only 
of thirty-four Ihips. Dutch authors carry the matter ftill 
further, and fay Afcough's coiififted of forty (hips, twenty 
whereof were firft and fecond rates ; and Ruyter's of only 
thirty-three, from twenty-four to forty guns ; and that h^ 
was fo weak as to be obliged to *draw twenty, the (louteft 
of his convoy, into the line, Whitlocke, who lived at 
Ihe very time, fays, the Dutch fleet (prbbably including 
fuch of the convoy as were in the lipe) confided of eighty 
fail ; that the adion laded three days ; that (ir George 
Afcough's fquadron confided of thirty-eight fliips of war 
and four fire-fhips; and that the Dutch admiral was funk. 
Lediard, who probably collated all the different ac- 
counts, and procured the bed private information in his 
power, fays, fir George having charged the enemy with 
the utmod gallantry, broke through their line and wea<i> 
thered them; that after this advantage, not being properly 
fupported by fome of his diips, he thought proper, after 
night had put an end to the conteft, to retire to Plymouth ; 
that the Dutch had two ihips funk. Amidft fo many 
various accounts, fome of them almoft contradiflory to 
each other, and others fraught with ii£lion, and palpable 
abfurdity,' it is hiehly difficult, if not impoffible, to deve* 
lope the truth, ' It may, however, probablv be fairly in* 
lifted on, that as the fuperiority, in point ot force, vras on 
the fide x>f the Dutch, fo was the lofs alfo in the fame 
proportion, notwithdanding the ^Ilantry and conduA 
ef the celebrated Rtiyter enabled him toeiFeft his grand 

rinty and cag^ry^off tne convoy in fafety. The fpirit and 
gbilitv 
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•kility cxliibiterf by Hr George in this aftion, were not 
fufficient to prcfcrve to him the confidence of his new 
loailers : they were offended at his lenity * to fir John 
Grenviric at Scilly^ and lord Willoughby at Barbadoes. 
Thefc furious republicans would be content with nothing 
Aort of unconditional fMbmifTion from a royalift. Gene- 
lofity to a vanquiflied opponent was, with them, a crime 
rf the blackeft dye* They thought proper to difmifs 
kicft from his command, nnder the ihallow, though com- 
«K>i> demcK:ratical pretence, ** that hi had not been fo vie* 
ir^riws as he 9Ught to have been.'' Ycfy notwithftanding the 
^leen they certainly bore his generous condufl, they pof- 
^ITed ftot courage enough to gratify their malice to the 
luU extent of their wifhes, but were pleafed to grant him, 
as^ » douceur,, or paHiatt\'c ta fais'difmiflion, a penfion of 
three hundred pounds a year on Ireland, and the fum of 
thsee hundred pounds in money. From this time fir 
George contMimd to live privately, not taking any com- 
laand at home, during the prote£lorate. One of Crom- 
welL'& laft projeds was, that of prevailing on fir George 
to go over to Sweden to command the fleet of Charles 
Gnftavus, who bad ever been in the ftridcft alliance with 
tkmyand was now threatened by the Danes and Dutch ♦* 
Sut, owing to the delays at home, the fleet fent under the 
Conomand of vice-admirdi Goodfon, was picventedby the 
ke flora entering the Baltic^ Sir George proceeded to 
Sweden by land ; and, as he was received, fo he continued 
ffi^live i|»t^ higheit e(timation,and favour with the king, 
•ixtbe tiine of his death, which happened early in the yoas 
966CK |{.(^turnmg to England foon after the reftoratibn^ 
ie was appointed commiflioner of the navy, and, on the 
commencement cf tbe Dutcl) war in 1664, rear-admiral 
of the blue. In that ftatron he ferved at the memorable 
kittk of the 3d of June, having hoifted his flag on board 
lie Henry ; and on the duke of York's quitting the 
|[eet» was promoted to be vice-admiral of the red under 
the earl of Sandwich, who carried the flandard as admiral 
of the fleet. He was afterwards promoted to be admiral 

r" ■ ' ' ' ■ ■ ■ ■ I . 

* £tcf« according to the known laws of war, fliown to gallantry. 

^ At this period Oliver died i thp pr{ye£i was, howcTcri purfucd 
^ IfA fuccciTdr |Uchard. 
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of the Wuc*, and fervcd in that capacity in the battle i 
the D«tch, which began on the ift of June, i666. 
During the two firil days of the adion (Ir George, as he 
liad been ever accuttomed, behaved with the utmoft gal- 
lantry ; but, unfortunately, on the third, while endeavour* 
ing to form a jundion with prince Rupert and his f<)iia- 
dron, who was hadening to the a/Ii(Unce of the Engltfbi 
fleet, then hard prefled by the Dutch, he (faruck t oa a 
fand, called the Galloper, when after having, for a coa- 
fiderable tiine, defended his ihip with the utmoft bravery, 
again/t an holl of enetnies, he was at length compelled, bis 
men abfolutely refufing to defend the ihip any lopger, to 
furrender ; and the Dutch being unable to get their coa- 
queft oiT, after having removed the nien, fet her on fire. 
The Dutch, according to their wonted cuilom, infulting 
thofe whom they had conquered, paraded their captit^ 
through their whole country, and a/terwards ihut hiia up 
in the caftle of Louveftein. When he returned to Eng- 
land he was received in th^ mod gracious manner by the 
king:^, and moft aiFe^tionataly by the people. But after 
the misfortune he had met with, declining going to (c^ 
any more, lie continued to live privately, and in fo great a 
degree, that it is not, with any certainty, known at what 
time he died ^. 

BACON, rhiJemon, — after having ferved as lie\itenant 
of feveral ihips of war, (the AfTiftance in 1661, the Bon- 

* £chard,Rapiiiy and many other hiftorians have very erroneouilr 
Hated fir G. Afcough to have been admiral of the white, and fir T» 
Alien of ihe blue; the very reverfc is the f*Q. 

f His flag was then flying in the Royal Prince of 200 guos, tKe 
faeavieft and large ft Oiip in the whole fleet. 

I Sir George was not re leafed from his confinement till the end of 
Odober« 1667. {Ic arrived in London, and wasjntrodikcd to the 
king, on the isth of November following. 

^ Such is <he account given hy the befl naval hiflorians, Campbelf, 
Lediard, and others. But in a manufcript lift of the navy, to w)iicb, 
confidcring the quarter from whence it Wiis procured, the moft un« 
qiieftionable credit is to be paid ; it appears that fir George was em* 
Moyed in the year 1668, at which tim^ he hoiOcd his flagon board the 
Triumph, and »gain, in the y^ar 167 1>2, being then on board the 
St. Andrew. This, in all likelihood, may be ftriftly true ; but thcfe 
appointments taking place in time of profound peace, were not of 
confequencc mough toaitraft the notice of the hiflorian, who is, in 
^neral, too bufy to attend to trivial maciers. 

adventure 
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adventure in 1662, the St Andrew in 1663, and the 
Plymouth in 1664) was, in 16641 appointed to command 
the Nonfuch. • In the following year he wai fucceffively 
and rapidly captain of the Oxford, the Afltirance, ana 
the Briflol : the laft of thefe {hips he commanded in ther 
firft adion between the duke of Albemarle and the Dutch 
in the year 1666. Being ene of the look-out (hfps from 
the fleet, as he was the firft who difcovered the enemy, fo 
was he alfo amon^ the firft who fell in the enfuing adion/ * 
lamented by his friends and applauded by his enemies, a^ 
a man who would undoubtedly have left behind him more 
numerous proofs of his gaflantry^ had not fate deprive 
tim of the opportunity. 

. BASSfc, William, — cofnihianded the William in 1664^ 
ihe Ldndon Merchant and Oxford in 1666, and tho 
Portfmouth in i66I, 

BEARE, Amos, — ^was appointed ca|>tarn of the Non- 
fuch, and foon afterwards of the Letty/ in 1664; of the 
London Merchant in 1666; Of the Richmond in 1667 ^ 
a:.d, laftly, of the Golden Hand in 1669. 

BERRY, William,— was, originally,- lietttenartt of the 
Swallow ketch $ and, in 1664^ was made commander of 
the Eaglett ketch. In 1665 of the Wiven^oe^ andy 
laftly, of the Young Lion, in 1666. 

BLACKLEACH, Abraham,— was fieiitcnant of the 
Old James in 1664; and/ towards the end of the fame 
year, was promoted to be captain of the Little Mary. 

BOND, Edward, — commanded a teflfel of war, ealledf 
the Dutch Galliot, in the year 1664^ 

BROWNE, Zacharvi — ^was appoititcd to tht comftiand 
of the AflTiftance in 1664 i and, again^ to the £une Ihip in 
1667. 

BURROUGHS, Anthony, was lieutenant of the Hen- 
rietta at the time of the Reftoration. In 1664 he way 
appointed to command the Newcaftlc ;• and, in the follow- 
ing year, we find him ferving agarn as a lieutenant otk 
board the Centurion. 

CADMAN, James, — may be fuppofed to be the famo^ 
perfon mentioned in Gillingwater's riiftory of Loweftoffey 
under the name of Canham, which is, moft probably, the; 
true mode of fpelling it, as a commander in the roya^ 
navy, during the Dutch wars^ ia thp reign of Charles the 
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Second, and whole family had been, for feveral^enera* 
dons, fettled in that town* No fuch name as Canhani 
appears in the MS. lift of liaval commanders : that which 
approaches neareft to it is, Cadman } he commanded thd 
Flam borough Merchant in 1664. 

CHAPPELL, Greorge^— -comtiulnded the John andfv 
Margaret in 1664. 

COTTIN, Richard,— rfter haying commanded the 
Bryar firefhip in 1664, fetved as fecond lieutenant of thof 
koyal Tame? in 1672. 

CROSMAN, Robert^ -*« commanded the NonfucK 
ketch in the year 1664. 

GUTTLE, John^— is known only as haVlftg feeert 
appointed to command the Hefipr in 1664, and that hd 
unfortunately I6ft his life in the following year, his Ibip 
being funk m a^ion with the Dutch. 

DARC Y, ThoraaSj^Klefcended of a very ancient and 
honourable family, lineally deduced from the Norman 
d'Arcic, who entered this kingdom with William the 
Firft, firnamed the Conqueror, and by whofe immediate 
grant he became pofleffed of thirty-three lordfhips or 
manors, in the county of Lincoln, was the fourth (oft of 
John, lord Darcy, and Dorothy his wife, daughter of fit 
Henry Belaflyze. Having entered very young into the 
navy, he was ipecially recommended, by the duke of York^ 
to the notice and prote£lion of fir Richard Stayner. A 
letter for this purpofe, dated May the 7th, 1661, and 
written by the duke's order, being inferted in his Me«> 
moirs. Mr. Darcy appears to have Well-merited this ex- 
traordinary reconunenoation, for fo early as the year 1662 
we find him appointed lieutenant of the Monk^ He 
ferved in the fame office, on board the Kent, in 1663, and 
in the following year on board the Revenge. He was^ 
during the courfe of the year 1664, promoted to be com- 
mander of the Pembroke ; and continuing to merit that 
noble and illuftrious patronage he had acquired in his earlier 
days, he was, in the year 1666, appointed to^ the Mary 
Rofe : in this (hip he war prefent in both the aftioQS 
which took place during this year.' In 1669, having re- 
moved into the Dartmouth, he failed for the Streights ii^ 
company with, and under the command of fir John Har« 
man. He continued on this ibrvice (oocafionaliy re- 
turning 
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turning to England, and back again to the Streights, wnfi 
convoys) till the year 1672, when he quitted that ftatron 
entirely, and was appointed commander of the Montague^ 
and, in the following year, of the St. George, a fecond 
rate. But it is fomewhat fingiilar, that although the 
nation wis at war, during both thefe years, with the 
Dutch, no mention occurs in any public or private 
account we have hitherto fecn, of either of thefe fhips, or 
their honourable commander. The time of his death 
alfo is unknown. 

ELLIOT, Thomas, — was, in 1664, appointed com- 
mander of the Catherine, a ihip of war hired from the 
merchants; and, in 1665, being removed into the Sa- 
phire frigate, he fell in, during the month of November, 
with the Dutch fleet of bufles, off the Dogger, under the 
protedlion of four men of war ; neverthelefs, fuch was his 
afiivity and addrefs, that he captured three and difperfed 
the reft. He was foon after (in all likelihood on account 
of this very piece of fervice) promoted to the Revenge, 
a third rate ; and fent in the enfuing fpring, commo- 
dore of a fquadron of fix fail fent to the northward, to 
check, the depredations that might be attempted on our 
commerce, by any flying fquadrons, or fingle cniifers, of 
the enemy. He returned in time to contribute his 
fliarc towards the viftory gained by the duke of York ; 
and rtill continuing in the Revenge, was prefent at both 
the aftions, which took place the following vear, when 
the fleet was under the command of prince kupert and 
the duke of Albemarle. After the reuirn of the fleet into 
port, he was removed into the Anne, a fliip of the fame 
rate as the Revenge. He continued to command tbc 
Anne till the end of the year 1 667^ when he was appointed 
to the Referve. Peace being concluded foon after this, 
we meet with nothing further relative to captain Elliot, 
till the year 1672, at which time we find him captain of 
the Yorke, one of the fquadron under fir Robert Holmes, 
at the time he attacked the Smyrna flc^t. In this action, 
as he had the credit of deferving, in common, it mud be 
confelfed, with the reft of the commanders, fo had he the 
l^onour of obtaining the higheft reputation, for gallantry 
and good condu6l. He continued to command the fame 
ihif, and had a further opportunity of diftinguiflung 

him- 
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liimfelf in the adxon with the Dutch, which took place 
ixi'the month of June following. Being feverely wounded 
in that engagementi he was, on his recovery, promoted 
to the London, a very fine fecond rate. Here we have 
to lament how very inadequate, even at this ihort interval 
of time, private information, or public records are, to 
complete the hiftory of fuch an hoi\ of gallant perfons, 
among whom we certainly (holild be guilty ot an aA 
of injuflice were we not to enroll captain Elliot. Nothing 
further relative to him having come to our knowledge. 

ERLISMAN, Richard^; — was made captain of the 
Hawke (loop in 1664, of the Hawke ketch in 1666, and 
the Tulip do^er in 1673. 

ER WIN, George, — commanded the William in 1664* 

EWENS, Thomas, -^ commanded the Kent in the 
fame year. 

FAIRER, Robert,-— wasi at the fslme time aUb, made 
captaiii of the Revenge. 

FOOTE^ Peter, — was appointed commander of the 
Bryer in 1664, and, in the courfe of, the fame year, was 
removed into the St. Paul. 

jGETHING, John^ — was made commander of the 
Faine firefliip in 1664; and, in the following year, was 
appointed, lucceffively, to the Horfeman (prize) and the 
Black Bull. / 

GREGORY, William, -^commanded the Dolphin 
firefliip in 1664. 

HARMAN, Sir John— This brave* and juftW re- 
nowned commander was appointed captain of the Glou« 
cefter, of fifty-eight guns, in 1664 \ and, in the following 
fpring, fenred 41s lieutenant • of the Royal Charles* The 
crfBce he bore is not ^ however^ to be taken according to 
the prefent meaning aiSxed to the term. He was, in fa£l» 
captain of the fliip, as fir William Penn, who was on 
board the Royal Charles with him^ was captain of the 
fleet t. The enemies of the duke of York have taken 

I 

* For tfads he it filled in the navy lift. 
. i Campbell renders this very clear. " The duke, in quality of 
lord high admiral, had two captains on board his (hip, fir William 
^eno, who had the rank of vice-admiral, and captain, afterwards fir 
John Hannan* 

Vol. I H fome 
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fome pains to afperfe the charafler of fir John Harman, 
as having been concerned in the buflnefs with Brounker, 
The rage of party can reconcile the greateft abfurdities 
and perfuade the moft fenfible men of the propriety of its 
didates: but certainly no man can ftand clearer of all 
blame than he does. The (lory, as related by unbiafled 
perfons, is fimply this. After the aflion, in which it is 
admitted, on all hands, the Royal Charles bore fo didin- 
guiihed a part, the duke having retired to his cabin for 
repofe, Brounker, who was one of the gentlemen ofliis 
bed-chamber, came to fir John, who was then {landing 
near the helm, and preffed him much to ihorten fail» 
urging as a reafon, the rifle the duke ran if his fhip, the 
headmoft of the fleet, fhould fall in fingly with the enemy 
upon their own coafl:s. Sir John ever attentive to, and 
intelligent in his duty as an officer, anfwered, " he could 
do nothing without orders.'* Brounker accordingly went 
back into the cabin, and brought him orders, as from the 
duke, to ihorten fail. Sir John obeyed. It muft be 
apparent to any perfon who will be at the pains of confi- 
dering the foregoing ilatement, that, let the blame (if any) 
Jay where it will, not a fhadow of it is imputable to fir 
John, whofe fubfequent condu£l through lite proved him 
one of the laft men in the world, who could with juftice 
be charged either with treachery or want of fpirit. As a 
convincing proof no fuch opinion was entertained of him 
by government, he received the honour of knighthood^ 
and is faid in the navy li(l to have been appointed, imme- 
diately after the a£tion, rear-admiral of the white, and that 
he hoilled his flag on board the Refolution. This we ap- 
prehend to be a midake, as we find him both in the navy 
lift, and every other document, ferving, when the fleet 
put next to fea under the command of the earl of Sand-- 
wich, as rear admiral of the blue on board the Revenge, an. 
highly merited, though very rapid promotion, when we con- 
iiderfcarcely twelvemonths hadelapfcd fincehe firfl became 
a commander. In the month of November following he 
was detached, by the earl of Sandwich, with eighteen 
ihips, to bring home the fleet from Gottenburgh. On his 
return he fcitted his flag into the Henry, and cRftinguifhed 
himfelf too remarkably, in the long adion between the 
duke of Albemarle and the Dutch, to be pafl'ed over iu 

general 
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general or common terms of approbation^ Leading the 
van of the Englifli fleet, he foon got into the center of 
the 2^aland fquadron ; and being in a fhort time com- 
pletely difabled, one of the enemy's fire(hips grappled him 
on the (larboard . quarter : he was, however^ loon freed 
by the almoft incredible exertions of his boatfwain *, (as 
it is aiTerted by all hiftorians, but according to the navy- 
lift it appears he was his lieutenant) who haying in tne 
midd of the flames loofed the grappling-irons, fwung back 
on board his own ihip unhurt. The Dutch bent on the 
deftrudion of this unfortunate fhip, and feeing the ill- 
fuccefs of the firft, fent a fecond, who grappled her on 
the larboard flde^ and with much greater fuccefs than the 
former, for the fails Inftantly takmg fire, the crew were 
io terrified that near fifty of them, among whom the 
chaplain is faid to have been one, jumped overboard. 
Sir John feeing this confufion ran in(lantly« with his fword 
drawn, among thofe who remained, and threatened, with 
inftant death, the fird man who fhould attempt to quit the 
ihip, or (houldnot exert himfclf in quenching the flames. 
Xhisfpiritedcondud hadthedefired efl^eft ; the crew return- 
ing to their duty foon got the fire under : but the rigging 
being a good deal of it burnt, one of the top-fail yards fell 
and broKe fir John's leg. In the midft of this accumu- 
lated diftrefs a third fireftiip prepared to grapple him ^ 
but ere (he could efFedl her purpofe, four mot from the 
Henry's lower-deck guns funk her. Evertze*:, the Dutch 
vice-admiral now bore up to himt, and calling on him to 
iurrender, offered him quarter. Sir John anfwered him 
bluntly, " // was not come to that yet," and giving him 3 
broadfide killed the Dutch commander, which fo intimi- 
dated the reft of his adverfaries, that they declined all far- 
ther conteft. The Henry, (battered as (he was, her 
commander difabled, and great part of her crew killed or 
wounded was, nevertheless, carried fafely into Harwich, 



* T^e naxne of thii heh)e iVas Thonlas Laniihihg. Vide his Life, 
An. 1666. 

+ In the afccount faid to be publifiied by fir John Haroian himrelf, 
Evertzen is reported to have attacked him before he was boarded by 
the fireftiips, and that he made good his retreat^ as foon as he had 
cleju^ himfclf, by finking the third. 

H a whence^ 
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whence, fir Joho having; the next day refitted her, as 
well as the time and clrciimftances would permit him, 
and hoping to (hare in the honour of the lad day's engage- 
ment, put to fea [mtwithft finding his broken leg) but unfor- 
tunately, as fir John thought, the aftion was over ere he 
reached the fleet. Notwithftanding tiis excefs of fpiwt 
had carried him fo far, as to hurry back, maimed as he 
was, into the face of danger, the joint adipirals, prince. 
Rupert and the duke of Albemarle, thought it neither 
prudent, nor humane to fuffcr him to go to fea again, tilt 
ne had recovered from his misfortune ; fo that on the 
fleet's going out a fecond time, after being refitted, his 
place was fupplied by rear-admiral fir John Kempthorn. 
In the month of March 1667, he was fent in the Lyon, 
a third rate of fifty-eight gims, commander-in-chief of a 
fquadron deftined for the Weft Indies, with permiflion to 
wear the union flag at his main-top, as foon as he fhould 
?# ' clear of the Channel ♦. He arrived at Barbadoes the 
beginning of June, having under hJs command feven men 
of war and two firefliips, and two days afterwards fet fail 
for Nevis, taking with him four men of war he found in 
Carlifle bay on his arrival. Having reached Nevts on the 
J 3th, he received intelligence, by the Portfmouth ketch, 
4hat the French fleet, confifting of three, or four-and- 
twenty men of war, was then lying at anchor under 
Martinico, Having called a council of war, it was 

* Lcdiard, Campbell, and all other naval hiftorians have reported an 
a&ion, in which fir John Harman was commander-in-chief, to have 
taken ukace, off St. Chriftophcr's, on the 10th of May, between the 
Englim, and iKe united fquadrons of France and Holtaod,. Md that the 
anecdote relative to his temporary recovery from a fit of the gout, 
during the continuance of the action, as will be prefently related, 
took prace at that time* We have great rcafon to believe fir John 
did not arrive in the Weft Indies tu) the beginmng of June, Confe- 
oueniiy this engagement (which certainly happenc^^ was fought by 
the men of war who were in the, Weft Indies previous to fir John** 
arrival. We do not ftart this with the moft diltant wifii of diminifln 
ing fir John's reputation, for whom we entertain the hieheft venera^ 
tion, but mcrclv for the fake of htftorical truth. The laurels truly 
pined by Gr John Harman rcauire nofach extraneous aid, as the addi- 
tion of chofe, which do not of right belong to him. Sir John Berry, 
who at that time was in the Weft Indies, was, we have not the fmall* 
cQ doubt, the officer whocommajadcd in the a^Uga alluded to. Vide 
Jlii Life^ 
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unanimoufly determined to attack them intmediately» 
ere they ihould have had information of his arrival* 
Putting to fea that v/ery night, he got fight of the French 
fleet laying cloie in under Marti nico, prote6ted by three 
confiderabte forts, which began to fire on our fhips as 
they approached, but without receiving any return. 
Notvnthilandtng the fuperiority of the enemy, and al- 
though they had three firelhips with them, neither ftra^ 
tagem nor infult were of fufficient avail to draw them 
iirom their ftation. The next morning fir John began 
the attack 4 and having filenced the forts, proceeded to at-^ 
tempt the (hips, but without fuccefs, or much damage 
done on either fide, owing to the wind being at firft con- 
trary, and afterwards flattening to a dead cahn. On 
Tuefday the 25th, the wind being then favourable, the 
admiral renewed the attack*, and in a (hort time fo far 
fucceeded as to fet fire to eight of the enemies beft fhips, of 
which their flag was one. Of thofe which remained many 
were funk; fome in confequence of the damage they 
received in the encounter, others to prevent their falling 
into our h^lnds ; fo that of the whole fleet, two or three 
only efcaped. This fuccefs, brilliant as it was, was 
atchieved with but trivial injury to our fhipi, which were 
Toon rendered again fit for fervice, and the lofs of four«> 
icore men only killed and wounded. The power of 
further hoflilities, on the part of the enemy, being thus 
taken away, and a general peace being concluded fooh 
aftenvards, fir Johnbaving fhifted his flag into the De- 
fiance, returned to Europe in the month of January fol- 
lowing, and arrived in the Downs with a confiderable 
number of merchant fhips under his convoy on the 7th of 
April. Difdaining that retirement his infirmities might 
appear to demand, he was the following year appointed 
rear-admiral of the fleet bound to the Streights, under fir 
Thomas Allen, and hoifled his flag on board the St. David, 
JHc returned from thence in 1670, probably on account of 

* There is a remarkable anecdote concerning fir John Harman ia 
this a^lion, relaredby Le4iiard,«nd copied from him by other hiftorians. 
He is faid to have been very (amc at this rime, and in great pain front 
the gout ; yet, on bearing in for the enemy's fleet, he got op, walked 
about, zfkd gave orders, as if in perfed health, till the fight was over, 
and tbeo l>ccame as lame ai ever be had been. 

II 3 Ms 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



tot tlVES AND CHA&ACTBKS OF . 

his ill ftate of health, which had been much impaired by 
fatigue ar.d long fervicc. On the commencement of the 
Dutch war in 1672, he appears to have fcrvcd, having 
his Hag flying oh Board the Royal Charles, as rear-admi- 
ral of the blue, rear-admiral of the red, and vice of the 
blue. In t> e firll of thefe capacities he i^ded at thd 
aflion off Solebay ; and, after the death of the earl of 
Sandwich, and the removal of fir R. Holmes, was fuc- 
cefTively promoted to the two latter. Campbell hai 
thought proper, in terms perhaps too harih, to cenfure 
the appwniment of fir J. Harman to be vice-admiral of 
the red, in the following year, in the place of fir R: 
Holmes, and has reprefented him, in confequence of hid 
bodily inhrmities, as totally incapable of filling fo emi- 
nent a ftatjon.' Neverthelefs, his exertion, in the fecond 
aSion, when he himfelf a:id thirteen fhips only werd 
left with prince Rupert ro item the attack of the whole 
Dutch fiett under De Ruyter, was Aich, as may convince 
unprejudiced perfons, that however difeafe might have 
tPliervaled his body, it had no efFeft whatever on the fa- 
culties of his mind. He hoifled his flag on board the 
London, a fecond rate of eighty guns ; and, after the un- 
fortunate death of fir E. Spragge, was appointed to fucceed 
him as admiral of the blue* However high, and dc- 
fcrvedly f j, the former may ftand in the opinion of the 
world, no pcrfoncan, with juflicc, afTert, the nomination 
of fir John Harman derogated, in the fmallefl degree, from 
the honour of his gallant predecciTor. Peace, and the 
retirement of fir John, took place almoft immediately; 
and, as is the fate of m^nv other L,rcat and noble perfons, 
whofe very names are forgot almoft as foon as they ceafed 
to be ferviceablc to their country, we have not been able 
to learn any further particulars concerning him, or even 
difcover the place, or time of his death, • 

HART, John, — was appointed captain of the Briflol 
in 1664; in 1665 he was promoted to the Revenge, and 
in the following year was removed into the Rainbow. 
During the time he held the command of the two laft 
lliips he was prefent at all the general engagements which 
took place between the Engliih and Dutch fleetd in the 
the coiirfe of the firtt war. In 1669 he was appointed 
to a (hip called the Loyal Subjcfl:, and in the following 

year 
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year to the Ruby .of fifty-four guns (the flap taken by fir T. 
Allen from the French). He did not long continue in this 
command, being very foon afterwards removed Into the 
Portland. He commanded the Rupert inx67i ; and, on the 
commencement of the fecond Dutch war, returned to his 
old fhip the Revenge. The time and manner of his 
death is unknown. 

HATLUB, Robert, — is to be mentioned only as hav- 
ing commanded the George (hired (hip of war) in 1664. 

HEATH, John, — having ferved as lieutenant of the 
Ann in 1661, and of the Newcaftle in 1662, was appoint* 
ed commander of the £arbadoes merchant (a firefhip) in 
1664. From the time he quitted the command of this 
veflcl, he continued unemployed till 1673, when he was 
appointed firft lieutenant of the Vidory. In 1678 he 
fcrved as lieutenant of the French Ruby. No further 
mention is made of him. 

HELLING, Daniel, — after having commanded the 
Colchefter in 1664, was fucceiTively appointed to the 
Centurion, the Lyon, and the Dragon, in 1665. He 
acquitted himfelf with the greateft honour in the adion 
between the Duke of York and the Dutch, and was 
promoted, by prince Rupert and the duke of Albemarle, 
to command the Montague, as a token of their approba- 
tion of the fervice rendered by him at burning and de- 
ftroying the Dutch (hips within the Ulic, he being one of 
the captains who was detached, under fir Robert Holmes, 
on that expedition. In 1668 he was appointed to the 
Brifto], and failing foon afterwards to the Streights was 
removed, by fir Edward Spragge commander-in-chief of 
the fleet on that fervice, into the Mary, in 1669. No 
other mention is made of him, except that very trivial 
information, of his being frequently employed in (:on- 
voying the merchant ihips fo far to the northward, as to 
be out of all danger from the cprfairs ; and further that he 
was, as an able negociator, fent afliore by fir Edward 
Spragge, in September 1671, to adjuft the preliminaries 
01 a treaty with the Dey, of Algiers. It is not known 
whether he ever lived to return to England. 

HERBERT, Charles,— after ferving as commander of 
the Revenge in 1664, was appointed lieutenant of the 
^oyal James in 167 1. 

H 4 HIDE, 
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HIDE, HeniT, — ^was appointed lieutenant of tfie 
Yarmouth in 1602, and of the Rainbow in 1663. l^ 
1664 he was promoted to the Lizard, and during the 
fame year was removed into the Sapphire. He did not 
long continue in the command of this veflei, as, in 1665, 
we find another officer {Elliot) captain of hei-. ' 

HOLMES, Sir John, — ^was the gallant brother of the 
as gallant fir Robert Holmes. He was appointed com* 
inander of the Jerfev in 1664; and in the following 
year, after having firft ferved as lieutenant of the Centu- 
rion, was appointed commander of^e St. Paul ; and what 
is fomewhat extraordinary, ferved, in the beginning of 
the next year, as lieutenant of that fame ftiip. He was 
in a fhort time removed into the Briftol, which (hip we 
find him captain of, in the month of Ausjuft. He was 
ported in the line of battle as one of the feconds to his 
brother fir Robert, and afterwards commanded one of the 
companies at the attack of Randaris *. His very confpi- 
cuous condu6k on this occaffon procured him the com- 
mand of the Triumph, a fecond rate. He probably 
continued captain of this fhip during the remainoer of th^ 
war, although we find nothing further recorded of him 
fill the year 1668, when he was made commander of the 
Falcon and Kent fucceflively. In 1669 he went out with 
fir T'omas Allen to the Mediterranean, as ^onimander 
of the Ncnfuch. In 1670 he removed into the Briftol, 
and ill the following year into the Diamond. Duting 
the time he commanded this fhip he was finguUfly for- 
tunate, as wel) as adive againft the Algerines. In the 
interval between the 24th 6f September and the '2d of 
Oftober, he drove two of the principal Algerine corfairs 
from their flatlon off Cape Spartel. ' But the night com- 
ing on ere he could get near enough to bring them to 
adtion, he was not able to effe£l any thing further againft^ 
thtm ; except that he connpelled one 6i theit), in confe- 
quence of his prefling clolcly upon her, td burn One of 
two prizes which fhe had taken the day before. On the 
2d of Oftober he ftll in with two other corfairs belong- 
ing to Sallee ; but as they feparated, and ftood different 
courfes, captain Holmes was only able to drive one of 



♦ Seepage 17. 
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them afhore, about two leagues to the fouthward of 
Arzila. Her companion efieded her efcape. Captain 
Holmes returning to England foon afterwards, was ap- 
pointed to the Glouceder. Being one of thp fquadron 
under the command of his brother, fir Robert ; when, in 
the month of March following, he fell in with the Dutch 
Smyrna fleet, he behaved himfelf, as he had ever been 
accuftomed, with the moft (ingular gallantry. Having 
boarded the HoUandia of fifty-four guns, coiximanded by 
their rear-admiral Van Nes, he carried her, after a very obfti- . 
nate difpute : but {he was unfortunately fo much (battered 
in the aSion, that ihe funk in a few hours after he had 
taken poiTeffion of her. For this fervice he received the 
honour of knighthood, and was promoted to the Rupert 
of fixty-four guns* His gallantry was fo confpicuous in 
the aAion between prince Rupert and the Dutch, on the 
28th of May 1673, that he is one of thofe fmgled out byw 
the prince for particular commendation; an applaufe 
doubly honourable, when the weU-knowh valour of his 
lefs-noticed cotemporaries is brought into the account. 
In the adion of the i ith of Auguft he again proved him- 
felf, in every refped, deferving of the prince s particular 
commendation, as he was one of the thirteen captains 
who contributed to defend their commander- in-chiet from 
the very formidable attack made on him, towards the clofe 
of the a6tion, by De Ruyter, and the whole of his diviiion. 
As foon as (he was refitted, he was made commander of the 
Royal Charles, the (hip on board which, prince Rupert, as« 
commander-in-chief, hoi(ted his flag during t he firft engage* 
ment. Peace being concluded very foon afterwards 
we meet with nothing further relative to fir John till the 
lath of ^pril 1677, when he was appointed captain of 
the Montague ; and two days afterwards promoted to be 
rear-admiral of the blue, and commander-in-chief in the 
Downs, with the privilege of wearing, while on that fta- 
tion, the union flag at his main-top-maft head. In the time 
of profound peace it is vain to exped a record of memo* 
rable exploits in the lives of men, few of whom are other- 
wife known than as the brave defenders of their country. 
All that can be looked for is, a fimple narrative of the fe- 
veral commands and promotions they were from time, to 
time honoured with, as a fpecies of national tribute for the 
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fatigues they had undergone, and the difficulties thev had 
cncoumered in the hour of danger. On the 26th of March, 
1678, on the profped of a rupture with France, he 
hoiiled his flag on board the Royal Charles as rear-adini- 
ral of the fleet in the Narrow Seas. We find him, on 
the 17th of April 1679, commander-in-chief in the 
E>owns ; and on the 23d of July in the fame year, he 
hoided ttie union flag, at the main-top, on board the 
Captain. This probably had been his flag (hip ever fincc 
he had held the command ; for in the navy-li A^, which wc 
have not the fmalleft reafon to doubt the accuracy of, he 
is faid to have gone on board that fhip on the 9th of 
September i678. This appears to have been the laft pe- 
riod of his public fervice ; and he experiences the melan* 
choly fate that attends fuch a number of brave men, 
whofe name is no longer remembered, than while the 
. neceflity of their exertions exifts. 

JEFrRIES, John, — ferved as lieutenant of the Lon- 
don in 1664, and was in the fame year promoted to be 
captain of the Aflurance. In 1665 he commanded the 
Plymouth, and acquired much credit in the engagement 
with the Dutch under Opdam, infomuch that he was 
promoted, the following year, to the Cambridge of fixty- 
four gims. Hi&condudl during the two adions with tne 
Dutch, in which he commanded this (hip, proved him to 
have derogated in no degree from his former eallantry, 
and to have merited every reward that was beftoWed on 
it. The time of his death is unknown. 

JENNINGS, Sir William,— fprung from a very re- 
fpcd.able family in the county of llcrtford ; . was apr 
pointed lieutenant of the Adventure in i66t, and of the 
Gloucefter and Portland in 1664. On the nth of Oc- 
tober in the fame year he was promoted to the command 
of the Ruby, and foon afterwards knighted. Early in the 
year 1666 he was appointed to the Sapphire frigate ; but 
immediately after the firft adion with the Dutch, .in 
which we loft fuch a multitude of gallant oflicers, was 
. appointed, by the ioint admirals, to command the Lyon» 
a third rate. So high was his reputation for gallantry 
%hat, although at that time he was rather young in the 
fervice, he was fent fecond^n command, under fir Robert 
Holmes, at the attack on the iflands of Ulie and Schelling» 
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«nd was, as we are informed in the account pilbliihed at 
the time, to have commanded one of the divifions, pro- 
vided it had proved expedient to have attacked both iflands 
kt once. That not being neceflary, the deftruftion of the 
fleet of one hundred and feventy fail, which lay within ' 
thofe iflands, was principally intruded to him, and exe- 
cuted under his direftion. This expedition, and the 
glorious fuccefs with which it was crowned, have been 
related in the Life of fir Robert Holmes ; fo that it is 
needlefs to fey more than, that without derogating from 
the merit of the commander-in-chief, he experienced, 
ihrough the whole of this glorious, but perilous enterprize, 
a very able, and gallant aflidant in (ir William Jennings. 
Peace being concluded in the following year, he had no 
further command till the year 1670, at which time he 
was appointed to the Princefs, and fent, in company with 
captain Werden in the Falcon, commodore of a convoy 
bound to the Streights. After fome ftay in the Mediter- 
ranean, he was,^ on his return, appointed captain of the 
ViSory*, which (hip he comthanded in the memorable 
^dion brtween the Englifh under prince Rupert, and the 
Dutch under De Ruyter. The war being concluded, he 
removed into the Gloucefter ; and on the i6th of March, 
1678, was appointed, by king Charles, to command the 
Ruby, taken from the French. On the 30th of No- 
vember following he was made captain of the Royal yamer, 
one of the guard-fhips at Portsmouth. On the 8th of 
July, t686, king James, who had ever been his patron, 
gave him the command of the JerRy ; and on the 15th 
of September 1688, at the moment that monarch's feel- 
ings were awakened, and alarmed to the utmoft, at the 
profipeft of an invaflon, which threatened, and happily 
eiFe^ed the deftrnflion of a power he had unwarrantably 
and illegally endeavoured to extend beyond its proper 
limits ; fir William was pitched upon as one of the 
chofen few, fit to be entrufted with a command. It is 
tiecedary we fhould here make a paufe : our narrative. 
In refpefl: to him, almoft totally ceafes. But in juftice 
' to a gallant man, it is neceflary we fliould endeavour to 
explain the motives of that condu£h we can neither defend 

III I. I ■! ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ I ' »■ 

^ ♦ In 1673. 
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nor palliate. He probably ronfidered himfelf, as an officer* 
authorifed to obey, implicitly, the commands of his fo* 
vereign, of what condition or tendency foever they might 
be : in gratitude too to the patron who had raifed him» he 
might feel himfelf bound, as it were, to fecond and flip- 
port his intereft, even fuppofing that fcrvicc to militate 
againil his own ideas of propriety. Thus far we have 
argued in fupport, or excufe, of a man ading in opp(^« 
tion to his own principles. But when we reileft on the 
fallibiiity of human nature, and how errmwmflf that nature 
has beeri repeatedly led to ad, the cafe becomes materially 
altered : and if we confider this man as aAing according 
to the pure dilates of his confcience, we can only lament 
that fo much gallantry ihould have been obfcured by 
bigotry^ and that a perfon, whofe courage and ability 
would have entitled him to the firfl: rank among the de- 
fenders of his country, ihould be fo far forgetful both of 
that country, and himfelf, as to join the band of mifcre* 
ants who endeavoured to enflave it. Let us, however, 
pay every reafonable tribute to the integrity and political 
nonefty of fir William Jennings, difdaining to eflpoufe, 
even in appearance, the party he difapproved. On the 
revolution's taking. place, he feizcd the earlieft opportu- 
nity of retiring to his unpitied, and fcarcely to be called 
unfortunate mailer, in France. There [proh pudor/yhef 
whofe condud, had heretofore raifed him to fuch a pitch 
of excellence and high rank in the Britiih fervicc, con- 
defcendcd to become third captain to a French admiral. 
The time of his death is unknown. 
^ JOHNSON, John, — was commander of the Little 
Gift in 1664. 

JORDAN, Sir Jofeph. — It is fomewhat fmgular, the 
firft intelligence we have of this gentleman is, that he was, 
in the year 1664, appointed commander of the St. George, 
a fecond rate, at the time the rupture with Holland was 
firil expedled. So high was the eilimation in which he 
was held in the navy, that when fir John Lawfon, who 
had his flag flying on board the Royal Oak, was difablcd 
from further fervice, by the unfortimatc wound which 
afterwards occafioned his death, captain Jordan was fent, 
by the duke of York, to take the command of that 
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fliip*. His gallantry very defervcdly procured him not 
only the honour of knighthood, but alio the promotion 
to be rear-admiral of the white. Nothing memorable 
took place during the remainder of the year, except the 
unfortunate attack on Berghen, in which he was not con* 
cerncd. In the long aftion between the duke of Albe- 
marle and the Dutch, fir Jofcph Jordan ferved as rear-> 
admiral of the red : and on the return of the fleet into 
port, was promoted to be vice-admiral of the fame fqua* 
dron. In the fignal defeat given the Dutch the 25th of 
July 1666, he held, as it is fcarcely neceflary to oremife, 
a mod confpicuous (hare. The following year is marked 
by the infulting attack, made by the Dutch, on the port 
of Chatham and our (hipping in the Thames. Sir Jo- 
feph had at that time the command of the (hips of war at 
Harwich ; and fo a£tive was he in the fervice of his 
country, that he went out, at the greateft perfonal ri(k, 
in a fmall galliot, attended only bv two fire(hips, for the 
purpofe of reconnoitering the Dutch fleet. On their 
return to the Thames, a fecond time, fir Jofeph haftened 
to fir Edward Spragge's alTiftance, with the force under his 
command, confifting of twenty fmajl frigates and fire** 
(hips : and having, by his (kilful maneuvres, fucceeded in 
paifing the Dutch fleet, he forihed a jundion with fir 
Edward, and accellerated that retreat of the enemy, which 
his colleague had fo gallantly begun to eflfeft. This wa« 
the laft oiFenfive operation in the German Ocean during 
this war. In 1 668, when we expcAed a war with France, 
we find fir Jofeph Jordan to have had the command of 
the Viftbry, and afterwards of the Henry ; but we are 
totally at a lofs for any other particulars concerning him 
at that time, except that he does not appear to have been 
employed as a flag officer. The profpeft of hoftilities 
vani(hing very foon afterwards, he was not again called 
into fervice till the commencement of the fecond Dutch 
war in 167 2, at which time he hoifted his flag, fir(t, as rear- 
admiral of the red, on board the Sovereign ; but before 
the fleet put to (ea he was promoted to be vice-admiral of 

* His royal highnefs therefore ordered captain Jordan to ^o on 
board the Royal Oak ; afijcr which (he did excellent good fervice.— 
*kc Narrative Pub. ky AutA. 
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the blue under the earl of Sandwich. His condu£t at thh 
battle of Solcbay has laid him open to cenfure of a very 
particular kind : but as his gallantry, at the very inftant 
when he appears to have incurred this reproach, has never 
been difputed, even by the perfon who appears to have had 
the beft ground for condemning him, it is a piece of 
juflice due to theonemory of fo brave a man^ to examine, 
with fomc care, the propriety of the charge. This charge 
is, in few words, that he fuffcred the ever-to-be-lamented 
carl of Sandwich to fall a facrifice to the Dutch, in con- 
fequcnce of his over-folicitude for the fafety, and protec- 
tion of the diike of York. Sir R. Haddock, who was the 
earUs captain, thus exprefles himfelf in his letter to the 
duke after the aftion. " Some Ihort time after fir Jofeph 
*' Jordan pall by us very unkindly to windward^ and with 
** how many followers of his divifion I remember not^ 
** and took no notice of us at ally which made me call to 
** mind his faying to your royal highnefs, when he re- 
" ceived his commiffion, that he would Jiand between you 
** and danger y which I gave my lord account of." It is, 
however, the decided opinion of all hiflorians, that (ir 
Jofeph, by keeping his wind ♦, was the principal caufe 
of the vidtory that followed ; and however we may feel 
ourfelves naturally impelled to lament a conduft which, 
in any, the mo(t dillant, degree contributed to deprive the 
world of fo great, and good a man, yet pofterity would have 
been much more apt to have condemned the man who had 
purchafed the fafety of his admiral at the expence of 
viftory. There is, moreover, this farther excufe to be 
pleaded in defence of fir Jofeph's fuppofed unkindnefs. He 
appears in great meafure to have a£led as he did, in confe-^ 
-- • - ■ - , .,- ■ , - ^ ^ 

* '* The fight continued with inexprefiible obftinacy till towards the 
evening, when viftory declared for the Englifli. Sir Jofeph Jordan, 
of the blue fquadron, having the advantage of the wind, pierced the 
Dutch fleet and fpread through it the utmoft confufion." — Campbeit. 

** Sir Jofeph Jordant ^ith the blue fquadron^ g^^^ing the tvind of the 
Dutch, De Ruyter's ihip was in great danger of being burnt ; but be- 
ing got loofe from the hrc-(hip, he took that opportunity to ffather hit 
fcattered fleet together, and quitted the place of battle." — Eediard. 

** Thofe (hips of the blue fquadron that hadjhodog^, having got tke 
wind bore down upon the Dutch, and aifified the duke, who prefled 
De Ruyter fo ftraitly, that, towardi cvcnio^ he javc way." — l^e of 
i)f Ruyter • 
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?|uence of his admiraFs Ipecial command ; that the mif* 
ortune which befel the earl was owing as much to other 
unavoidable circumdanceSi as to any neelc^l on the part 
of fir Jofeph, for in the former part of fir R. Haddock s 
letter he fays', " I had fent our barge, hy my lord's comf 
*^ mandy a-head| to fir Jofeph Jordan, to tack, and with 
** his divifion to weather the Dutch that were upon us, 
'' and beat them down to the leeward of us, and come to 
'' our aflidance : our pinnace I fent likewife a-ftern to 
'^ command our (hips to come to our alTiftance, which 
** never returned, but were on bqard feveral who endea^ • 
" voured it, but could not effefl: it." So that the charge 
may, perhaps with fome propriety, be changed from un- 
kind negleft, into irremediable misfortune, which pre- 
vented fir Jofeph fromfulfiUinfi; his orders till afliftance 
was too late. On the return of the fleet into port he was 
appointed vice-admiral of the red. Whether it was in 
confequence of the national regret for the lofs of fo great 
a man as the earl of Sandwich, and which was, as we 
have fliewn, in fome meafure imputed to him ; or that the 
retirement of the duke of York, who had ever been his 
patron, occafioned that of fir Jofeph alfo, we know not, 
but he was no longer employed. The time, and place of 
his death are unknown to us. 

KEMPTHORN, Sir John,— was the brave defcendant 
of a very refpedable family in Devonihire, being born at 
Widfcombe in that county, in the year 1620, Loyalty, 
and the want of fortune, prevented his father from making 
any better provifion for him, than by binding him ap- 
prentice to the mafter of a trading veflel belonging to 
Topfliam. As he naturally poffefled a ftrong underftand- 
ing, aided by unwearied diligence, he foon acquired a 
confummate knowledge in his profeffion ; this, aided by 
the well-defer ved countenance pf his mafter, and the \xi* 
terefl of his friends, procured him the patronage and em- 
ployment of the molt wealthy merchants in Exeter. In 
their fervice he made many voyages to the Mediterranean 
much to the advantage of their fortunes and his own rc^ 
putation. A fingular anecdote is related of him, and by 
hiftorians of fuch credit and veracity that we cannot doubt 
its authenticity. At the commencement of the war with 
Spain, he was, in his pailage to the Mediterranean, at^ 
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tacked by a Spanifh man of war cortimanded by a knight 
of Malta. Notwithftanding the fuperiority or his anta- 
gonifls forcei captain Kempthorn defended hinifeff, for a 
confiderable time, with the greatefl fpirit ; but at length 
his (hot failing, he was obliged to have recourfe to a moft 
codly, and unufual mode of defence. Having feveral 
bags of dollars on board, he fubftituted them in the place 
of the ordinary charge, rightly judging it was, at all 
tvents, better to annoy, than enrich his enemy. His 
newly invented (hot did fo much mifchief to the Spaniard's 
rigging that he was very near getting clear, when an un- 
lucky (hot rendered him incapable of any farther refift- 
ance. In (ine, he was boarded, takePi and carried into 
Malaga. The noble perfon to whom he had become 
captive, admiring, like a truly brave man, the gallantry of 
a foe, treated him with the utmofl refped ; and after a 
Ihort time, during which he could fcarcely be faid to be a 
prifoner, fent him back to England. A few years after- 
wards this very knight was himfelf captured by commodore 
Ven, and, how unlike his treatment of our countryman, 
fent prifoner to the Tower. Captain Kempthorn, ga]-» 
lant as the Spaniard, was alfo not inferior to him in gene^ 
rofity. He refted not a moment till he bad procured his 
enlargement (though/ fuch were the narrow-minded prin- 
ciples of warfare at that day) at the ^oft confiderable 
ex pence, and, indeed, inconvenience to himfelf. As true, 
merit rarely fails to be the parent of its reward, fo the^ 
credit acquired by fir John in the a3ion, aided by hi? 
generofity, and noble gratitude in the latter inftance, fo 
elevated him in * the opinion of his countrymen, that 
humble, and almoft unknown as he was previous to thoftf 
events, they became the firm, and unfhaken foundation 
of his future fame, and fortune. The charader and fuf- 
ferings of his father, who had been totally ruined in con- 
fequence of his (leadily adhering to the caufe of royalty^ 
in addition to the fame he had himfelf fo juftly acquired, 
ferved as fo many recommendations, and inducements to 
him to enter into the king's fervice, which he did foon 
after the reftoratio^^. Hi* firft appointment to a commanc! 
Was in 1664, when he was made captain of the Kent j 
and^ in the courfe of the fame year was removed, firft- 
into the Dunkirk and afterwards into the Royal James. 
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In the firft ailion between the Englifli and Dutch fleets 
he commanded the Old James, and earlv in the year 1666 
was promoted to the Royal Charles, tne (hip on board 
which the duke of Albemarle had hoided the (bndard. 
The eminent manner in which he had behaved 
tinder the very eye of the commander-in-chief^ pro- 
cured him the honour of being promoted, immediately 
after the aflion, to aft as * rear-admiral of the blue ; he 
confequently removed into the Defiance of llxty-four guns^ 
and is mentioned in the accounts of the fecond aSion^ 
publifhed under the fan£lion of government, as one of the 

Bllant perfons who eminently di(lingUi(hed themfelvcs. 
e was fent, not long afterwards, to the Streights, with a 
convoy. His care, diligence, and attention to his charge 
tended dill farther to encreafe the reputation he had 
already gained in war, and might have occafloned a doubt ' 
in the minds of men, whether he fhone more confpicuous 
in the heat of battle or in the more peaceable and pru- 
dential duties of his office. He returned with a numerous 
fleet of merchant fhips t under his convoy, in the month 
of May 1667. In the following year he was appointed 
to the Warfpight: he was removed foon afterwards 
into the Mary rofe ; and having failed again to the 
Streights, he fell in, on the 29th of December 1669, dur-' 
ing his paffage from Sallee to Tangier, with feven Alge- 
rine men of war, and after a very fmart aSion of four 
hours continuance, not only preferved the merchant fliips 
which were at that time under his convoy, but compelled 
the corfairs to cohfult their their own % fafety by an ex- 
peditious flight, an enterptize fufficient of itfelf to im- 

* This appears to have been only an honorary awpointment, fir» 
Umpcft^ for we find him, though nominally, a flas oncer, ading at a 
private commander of a fiiip of war many years afterwards. 

f *< Lime, May 13. Our four expelled veflels which returned 
-with the Streights fleet came in here on S^urday laft; they highly 
commend the care and condu£l of admiral Kempthorne, by which not 
any vcflcl under his convoy mlfcarried.'*-^ Gaz.' No. 156. 

J Lcdiard fays that two or three were funk; but no fuch circum- 
dance appears in the account of the a£^ion given at the time it took 
place. It is faid, indeed, the admiral's (hip, and two others, received 
10 much damage as to be in immediate danger of finiuiigi and to havo 
been with the utmoft difficulty kept above water. 
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mortalize his fame. He had in the adion twelve 

men killed and eighteen 'wounded, and received Co mucb 
damage in his mails and rigging, as to be obliged to put 
into Cadiz to refit. He failed from thence on the 8th of 
March, having under his convoy a fleet of fixty-four fail ; 
and immediately after his arrival in England received the 
honour of knighthood*. In 1671; he was appointed 
commander of the Viftory. On the commencement of 
the fecond Dutch war, being again called into fervice as 
rear-admiral of the blue, he hoided his flas on board the 
Saint Andrew, a fecond rate. In the Solebay fight^ 
without incurring the obloquy thrown on the charaSer of 
fir Jofeph Jordan, he, as rear-admiral of the fame fqua- 
dron, was one of the commanders «¥ho, by working to 
windward, weathered the Dutch towards the conclufion 
of the engagement, and completed their defeat. His 
merit was 10 confpicuous that he was foon afterwards 
promoted to be rear-admiral of the red, and in the follow* 
ing fpring to be vice-admiral of the blue. He ftill con- 
tinued in his old fhip the Saint Andrew. In the firfl 
adion which took place in the year 1673 the blue fqua- 
dron, commanded by fir Edward Spragee^ was oppofed 
to the Dutch admiral. Van Tromp, and totally defeated 
him. In thefecond engagement, inafmuch as the vidory 
was (Ironger conteded, by fo much had he the greater 
opportunity of rendering himfelP confpicuous^ and hifto- 
rians have not forgotten u> record his eminent fervices t. 
In 1675 he may be faid to have, in fome meafure, retired 
from fervice, being, on the 25th of November, appointed 
commiffioner of the navv at Fqrtfmouth- This, though 
a place of profit and contiderable confequence, was by no 
means coveted by (ir John. If we may credit public re- 
port, he was conliderabl}^ difguded at being removed as it 
were out of the adive line of fervice, in which his gal« 

* On the 30th of April 1670. It is particularly faid in the notifr* 
cation, that this honoitr was conferred on him for his very great valour 
and condud ihcwnagainft the pirates of Algiers. 

f ** The battle was now renewed between thefe two neat rivab, 
Sir Edward Spragge and Van Tromp^ for glory, wiih equal fury ; and 
their feconds were not behind hand with them in bravery, among 
whom the lord Offory and fir John Kempthorac eminently difiia* 
guiihcd themfelve«.*'«— — Lediard* pagp 6q^* 
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fantry as well as prudence undoubtedly entitled him to 

the higheft promotion. He could not, however^ be faid 

to be totally laid afide, for, on the profpefl of a war with 

France, he was, on the I2th of March 1677*8 appointed 

vice-admiraly under fir Thomas Allen, of the fleet in the 

narrow feas, and hcnfted his flag on board the Royal 

Charles on the 26th of March following. Hoftilities 

gave place to more peaceable ^nd prudent councils ; and 

the fleet being very foon afterwards difmantled, fir Joha 

returned again to the duties of his civil employment. He 

did not long continue to enjoy it, or may rather be faid 

not to have enjoyed it at all, chagrined by difappoint- 

ment, as well as by the difcourteous manner in which he 

was treated by the governmeht, or rather cabals of the 

court, he died on the 19th of Odober 1679, leaving 

thofe, whofe intrigues are faid to have haflened his death, 

to lament that worth which they could not but admire, 

though they did not properly reward. A celebrated writer 

has fummed up his charader thus, at once elegantly, and 

concifely, << he was a moft zealous Proteftant, a gallant 

officer, and an honsst man." 

LAWSON, William, — conmianded the Coaft frigate 
ia 1664. 

LEVENTHORPE, £dward,--commanded the Beate 
at the fame time. 

LONG, Richard,-— was alfo in the fame year made 
commander of the Nightingale and fent with a convoy to 
the Strei^hts, but nothing farther is known of him. 

LLOYD, John, — was appointed captain of the Dragon 
in 1664, of the Yarmouth in 1665, and the Plymouth ia 
1666. During the time he commanded tho^ ihips he 
was prefent at the three great engagements which took 

Klace between the Englim and Dutch fleets. In 1668 
e returned to the command of his old Qxip, the Yar- 
mouth; in the following year he removed into the 
Swallow; and on the commencement of the fecond 
Dutch war was made captain of the Triumph, a fecond 
rate, a trud worthily repofed, in the hour of danger, in 
a man who appears, on all occafions, to have well-de- 
ferved the thanks of his countrymen^ and the confiden(;e 
of his commanders. 

1 2 MOULTON, 
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MOULTON, Rx)bert, — commanded firfl the Happy 
Return, and fecondly the Centurion, in 1664: in 1605 
he was' promoted to the Vanguard of fixty gims; and in 
the following year, the laft in which he had any com* 
mand, was removed into the Ann. 

PEARCE, John,— it is a painful taflc to be obliged, 
among fuch an aflcmblage of brave men, to infert the 
name of a iingle perfon who appears to have induced 
even a fhadow of difgrace on a profeflion, which ought 
never to be beheld, but in the moti honourable and advan- 
tageous light. There is, however, this confolation, for 
thofe whofe over-delicate feelings may become irritated 
on fuch an occafion, that it is, perhaps, impoflible, in any 
other body of men equally numerous, to produce more 
who have been an ornament, or fewer who have been a 
difgrace to their country. Captain Pearce was appointed 
to the Convertine in 1664*, and the Hambro' Merchant 
and Portland fucceflively in 1667. In 1669 ^^ ^^» f^* 
tally for himfelf and his poilhumous reputation, made 
commander of the Sapphire, and fent tathe Streights. 
On the 31ft of March 1671, being then on a cruife off 
Sicily, and feeing four fail approaching him, he inftantty 
concluded them to be Turkifh corfairst, and, notwith* 
(landing the remonftance of the matter and the whole 
fhip's company, who unanimoufly expreifed their eager* 
nets and defire to fight, perfifted in running the (hip 
afhore, by which means fhe was totally loft: thus it is, 
that a man, devoid of fpirit, wifhing to avoid one danger, 
rarely fails to meet a greater. At a court-martial, held 
on board the Bezan yacht on the 17th of September fol- 
iQwing, he was, by the general, and unanimous confent of 
all. the members, condemned to be fhot, together with his 
lieutenant Andrew Logon, who was deemed equally 
culpable. 

: PEARCE, JefFery, — an officer totally oppolxte to the 
foregoing in every particular, fave that of being of the 
fame name. In 1664. he ferved as lieutenant of the 

* This (hip was one of tbofe taken by the Dutch, in the action 
w^h the duke of Albemarle, June the ifl, 1666. We believe her 
to have been at that time commanded by captain Pearce. 

f Though in reality, as it aftenwdi proved, they were not fo. 

Dover 
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Dover; and in the fame year, as well as again in 1667, 
was appointed to command her. In 1669 he commanded 
the Eaglette ketch ; and in 1672, at the commencement 
of the Dutch war, was promoted to the St. George. The 
battle of Solebay taking place foon after, he fell (a com- 
plete contraft of the foregoing perfon) fupporting to the 
laft moment of his life the honour of hii profeflion, and 
the intereft of his country. 

PENN, SirWilliam.*— Of the early part of this officer's 
life we have no account, fo that the nru mention we iind 
made of him is whefi rear-admiral * on the Irlih (tation 
in 1648; again alfo lYi the year 1651, when, as a com- 
mander in the Streights, he orcfled fo clofely on prince 
Rupert, afs to oblige him to quit thofe feas, and fail to the 
Weft indies; and afterwards as vice-admiral to Blake 
in the year 1652, at the time he defeated the Dutch fleet 
under De Witte and Ruyter. Whitlocke has borne 
ample teftimony to his merit t in this adion, during 
which he appears to have rendered very eminent fervice, 
notwithftanding he had the misfortune to run a- ground 
almoft before it commenced. This ill omen of future 
fuccefs was averted by his aAivity in getting his fhip 
fpeedily oiFthe Kentifli Knock, on which (he had ftruck» 
He ferved in the fame ftation under the joint admirals^ 

* Tbit appeaii from a MS. No. 1708. Sloanian Coll. Intitled, 
** Inftrudioos ffiven by the committee of lordt and commons for the 
admiralty and anqne ports. To be daely obferved by all captains and 
officers whatibever, and common men refpefkively, in the fleet, pro- 
vided to the glory of 6od^ the honour and fervice of the parliament, 
and the fafety of the kingdom of Bngland. Dated Wefiminfier, May 
s, 1648. 

" Signed, 
•* Di reded to our loving friend •• Edw. Montagoe, 

captain Will. Penn, capt. of the ** John Roile, 

Affuraace frigate, and rere-admi- " Giles Green^ 

ral of the Irift fquadron." " Val. Erie, 

" Alex. Bcnce.w 

* Vice-admiral Penn demanded whether he (hould leave the 
general and bear up among the enemy $ it was anfwcred, '* that we 
fiiould bear in all together, as fooQ as fpme more of our fleet fliould 
come up. About four o'clock, mofl of the fleet being come near, 
they gave fome fingle fliot in a bravado to our general, who bore in 
among them, and the vice-admiral filled to bear after Jiim.'*— - 
Wbitlock'6 Mem. 

1 3 Bhka 
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Blake and Deane, in the month of February 1652-jy 
when the Engliih fleet obtained an advantage over the 
fame enemy ftill more fignal than the foregoing. 
According to Campbell, Lediard, and others the beft 
hiftorians, the Dutch loft nine, or, as fome fay, eleven 
men of -war, befides a confiderable number of merchant 
fhips> vrhich were taken by Penn's divifion. In the 
month of May following, when Cromwell had aflumed 
the prote&orfhip, and the fleet was put under the joint 
command of Nionk and Deane, Penn was, continued as 
vice-admiral of the fleet. In the adion which took 
place in the month of June, with the Dutch fleet under 
the command of Van Tromp, Penn was boarded by that 
commander, who being beaf off, was, in his turn, boarded 
by Penn, and obliged to blow up a part of his deck in 
order to clear it of the Englifli, who had rendered them- 
felves maflers of it<. Penn was not to be difcouraged by 
this repulfe; but entering a fecond time would have, 
in all probability, captured him, had he not been very 
timely relieved by De Wittc and De Ruyter. The 
Dutch were completely defeated, but not yet fuiEciently 
humbled, by this difafter. Although they made fome 
private overtures to Cromwell for an accommodation, 
they ufed fuch almoft incredible exertions ift reinforcing 
and re-equipping their fleet, that by the latter end of July 
Van Tromp, when joined by De Witte, was enabled to 
put to fea with a fleet confllling of one hundred and twenty 
ihips. A mofl bloody and decifive ^Sion took place on 
the 29th of July. To the viSory gained on this occafion, 
the gallantry of Penn, ably.fcconding the determined cou- 
rage of thofc two well-known heroes, Monk and Lawfon, 
not a little contributed. The lofs of the Dutch was ir* 
retrievable, not only in that of their (hips but that of the 
brave Van Tromp, who was fhot through the hcait with a 
mulket ball. Peace, the natural confequence of fo great 
a misfortune, took place in the enfuing fpring. jfreed 
from the apprehenfion of one enemy, Cromwell, whofe 
cxtenfive mind was ever bent on conqueft, delayed not to 
provide himfelf quickly with another. He accordingly 
caufed a formidable fleet to be fitted out early in the year 
1654. The defign was one of the greateft, confidered as 
i ^tipnal obje£l^ that ever was proje£led. Hifpaniola^ 
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Cuba, Porto Rico, in fhortalltheSpanifli fettlements in the 
Weft Indies were its deftined vidims. The chief com- 
mand of this feet, which confifted of no lefs than thirty 
men of war, was teftowed on Penn ; but through fome 
finaccoHntabie, or, perhaps, unavoidable delay in the 
equipment and embarkation of the provifions and land 
forces which accompaiiied him, under the command of 
Venables, the Spaniards had Aifficient time to prepare for 
their defence ; and aflifted, as well ty the dilagreement 
*which has unfortunately ^i^rr/glf^ too frequently prevailed 
between commanders of <]iiFe«ent tempers and fervices, 
as by the total want of difciplvne and fubordination which 
prevailed among the land forces, the expedition wa^, in 
its firft objed, rendered abortive. Foiled at Hifpaniola, 
they next bent their courfe to Jamaica, in this enter- 
prize they were more fortunate ; and after a refiftancey 
<x)mparat4vely trivial, fucceeded in annexing to the domi- 
nion of Britain, «n ifland which has ever iince been de- 
fervedlir rated among its moft valuable poiTeflions. 
Penn, nowcvcr, knowing well the temper of the protec- 
tor, his mafter, and dreading, perhaps, tlie efFe&s of tus 
refentment, felt himfdf confiderably' chagrined at a 
difappointment to which he could not, with propriety, be 
faid to be inftrumental. Under this dejedion of fpirits 
he reiigned his command to vice-admiral Goodfon; and 
returning to Europe* was, on his arrival, arref^ed by 
Cromwell's order and fent prifoner to the tower. His 
confinement was not of long duration. Hiftorians are, 
in general, of opinion, "his fpeedy releafe was owing to 
his having, in very fiAmiffive terms, acknowleged his 
offence to the proteftor : but it might have been wit** 
greater probability, perhaps, attributed to Pcnn's ha'*^8 
luUy acquitted himfelf, to him, of the charge of jj^^^^^* 
dud ; for it can fcarcely be believed, a map ^ Crom- 
well's pesemptory and impetuourdi(bofit»'^ would have 
been fatisfied for the mifcarriage of fo-rear and favourite 
Siti objed, by the mere empty po^^Pt ^^^ pageantry of 
apology and compliment. A«^"ral Penn had no further 
appointment during the pr^tefloratc ; nor does he appear, , 



♦ In September 1655. 
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as might naturally have been expc6ied, one of the mod Cdrt- . 
fpicuous and leading chara£lers in the refloration. But 
having been long, though fecretly, attachjsd to the caufe 
of royalty, he was ever confidered as one of its moft fin- 
cere and fteady friends*. His known ability in the 
management of all maritime affairs procured him to be 
nominated, immediately after the reftoration, a commif- 
fioner of the admiralty and navy, with a falary of five 
hundred pounds a year f. He is faid to have owed this 
appointment to the friendfhip, and fpecial recommenda- 
tion of the duke of York. Nor is this affertion at all 
improbable, when we confider the intimacy which ever 
continued to fubfift between them, and the implicit con- 
fidence placed by the duke in his advice. Clarendon 
informs us, that after the commencement of the firft 
Dutch war, the duke daily confulted, for his own better 
information and inflru£lion, with fir John Lawfon, fir 
George Ayfcough, and fir William Penn, on whom the 
noble hiftorian beflows the following well -deferved en- 
comium, " that they were all men of great experience." 
But at the conclufion of the eharaders given by him of 
thefe three great perfons, draws a comparifon between 
the abilities of the two former and thofe of fir William, 
not very advantageous to the latter. This is not flridly 
generous j:, and may leave an unfavourable impreflion on 

• On the arnva] of kifig Charles, Pcnn was amoog the firft of 
thofe fupporters of his interefts who received the honour of knight* 
Bood. ** Sir Wiliiam Penn. commiffioner of the a<lmiralty aod navy, 
knighted June the pih, 1660."— Arch. Her. Coll. 

+ On the 4th of July 1660, in the duke of York's Memoirs, is a 
«port on the ftatc of the navy, figned by fir William Batten, fir 
^.'•lliam Penn, and Samuel Pepys, dated September the 4th, 1660. 
^^^ "^iJliam Penn appears alfo, by a letter from fir William Coven- 
try 'o hi., dated March the «2d, 1660-1, to have been principally 
entruftcd, by .|,g jukc of York, in the management of the navy. 

t And Teems •Wrongly refuted, as well by ihc high truft rcpofcd io 
him by Cromwell, wv„ ^„ ^^jj knovtn to have employed none but 
xneii of high ability, ana kn^^n experience, as by a very elaborate 
well-digeflcd Treatife. faid to V.c been written by him. on the duties 
of admirals, commanders, and otov^rs of all ranks, ftill prcfcrved in 
MS, in the Britiih Mufeum, (SJoai. Coll. No. 323a.) and which 
inconteftibly proves him to have been ». man of the mott exalted 
undcrftanding, penetrating judgment, and n.vwearied attention. In 
the fame volume are feveial fets of inflmaions, to diflTcrcni comman* 
ders, figned Geo. Monk and William Penn, dated 16^3. 
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"the minds of fome, when proceeding from a man of Cla- 
rendon's acknowledged penetration and judgment: but 
we muft beg to remark, fuch comparative obfervations 
are at bed unfair, and prove nothing decifive to the dif- 
credit of an individual. Pompey would have ever been 
efteemed the greateft general of his time, had he not 
been oppofed to Caefar : and Penn muft alfo be held as a 
man of confummate knowlege, and experience, efpecially 
wheR not put in competition with two fuch men as 
Ayfcough and Lawfon, riien whofe more glittering fer- 
vices, in the line of their profelflon, aided by their ever- 
to-be-lamented misfortunes, have rendered them more the 
obje£ls and idols of popular favour. When the rupture 
with Holland drew near, fir William Penn was appointed, 
by the duke of York, commander-in-chief in the Downs*, 
as appears by his orders, dated at Portfmouth the nth of 
November 1664, inftru£king him to feize and detain all 
fuch Dutch (hips and veifels as he (hould meet with. 
When the duke went himfelf to fea in the following year, 
fir William was appointed captain of the fleet, witn the 
rank of vice-admiral, and conlequently to ferve on board 
the Royal Charles with the duke. Clarendon afligns the 
following reafon for this appointment, which was at that 
time Angular, and new in the fervice. ** There was 
fomcwhat of rivalfliip between fir George Ayfcough and 
fir William Penn, becaufe they had been in equal com- 
mand ; therefore the duke took fir William Penn into his 
own fliip, and made him captain of it, which was a great 
trufl, and a very honourable command, that exempted him 
from receiving any orders but from the duke, and fo ex- 
tinguifhed the otner's emulation." At any rate there 
cannot be a ftronger proof of the duke's attachment and 
high opinion, than his entrufting him with fuch an office, 
by which he, in eiFed, confided to him the guardianfhip 
of his honour, and, as his lieutenant, the direction of the 
fleet. Sir William has been very fortunately almoft exempt 
from any part of the obloquy attempted to be thrown on 
different charaders, in confequence of the fleets fhorten- 
ing fail after the aAion, inftead of vigorously purfuing the 
Dutch to their own ports. On the duke of York's quit- 

r ■ ' — -^ 

* It IS not known on board wbat flup he hoifted his flag. 
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ting the command of the fleet, fir William was promoted 
to be admiral of the white. He hoifted his flag on board 
the Royal James. But no further adion took place dur- 
ing that year, except the attack on Berghen, in which he 
was not concerned. On the return of the fleet he quitted 
the line of aftive fervice ; and dill continuing high in fa- 
vour with the duke, was appointed, on the i6th of Jan. 
1666, comptroller of the victualling accounts. How long 
he continued to enjoy this office is unknown *, as well 
as the time of his death. 

REEVES, Sir William, — was made lieutenant of the 
Henrietta in 1664; and towards the end of the fame 
year was promoted to the command of the Mary rofe. 
Before the fleet went to fea in the enfuing fpring, ne was 
appointed to command the Eflex, one of the (hips after- 
wards unfortunately captured by the Dutch, in the long 
adion between De Ru^er and the duke of Albemarle. 
The gallantry with which captain Reeves defended his 
fhip was too confpicuous to be pafled over in. terms of 
general praife t. He rdeeived^ towards the conclufion of 

the 

* We find he had not quitted it in the month of March 1668. 
4 Even the Dutch thttinfelvet bore honourable teflimony to his 

Sillantry, although their treatment of him appean by no meant to 
ave kept pace with their praife. '* We cannot but admire (fay 
they) the courage of the Ensliih, particularly of captain Reeves, our 
priloner, who, though much wounded, when ht (aw his veiFel muft 
inevitably fall into our hands, threw himfelf twice overboard, to avoid 
being taken, but was recovered by oar mea."^£xt. of a Letter from 
the Hague, dated June 29, 1666. 

The caufe of captain Reeves's attempting his own deAnidion is 
very differently accounted for by himfelf, andin the-following terms. 
** That they led him to the deck, and feeing him wounded immediately 
flipped him to his Ikin ; that he was then conveyed into a Dutch 
boat, and brought on board a man of war, whofe capuin refufed to give 
him the alfiflance of his chirurgeon, and in which ihip he was forced to 
lay feveral hours covered only with a rug : the next day he was fent 
to Flufiiing without aijy care taken of him, or allowance made to him, 
during the paflage. He, ** certainly in conf^quenceof hisill-treatment,'* 
Jlung hin^elf overboard^ but was again recovered b^ the men's boat* 
hooks, and, notwithftanding his ill condition, pot in irons. For the 
fpace of three days he received no fuftenance, till at laO, being nearly 
perilhing, be was removed to a provoft's houfe, where, by the care of 
the chirurgeon, he, contrary to all expe£lation, recovered ; but ftill 
was kept almofl naked and in chains ! 1 1" Let us however remark, 
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the aAion, in which he had eminently diftinguiflied him* 
felfy a muiket fliot a little below his right temple, which 
paffing diagonally, lodged in his throat on the left fide^ 
and occafioned fuch an internal eflfufion of blood as de« 
prived him of his fpeech. He himfelf was, confequently^ 
rendered incapable of command ; moft of his officers were 
wounded, and thofe on whom, in this diftreflcd fltuationy 
the command devolved, were obliged to bring the ihip 
upon th^ heel to ftop fome ihot-b6les which (he had re- 
ceived under water. In this perilous ftate the Bull, 
another.£ngU(b man of war, which was nearly as much 
difabled as the Eflex, fell on board her. The Dutch 
taking advantage of this accumulated diftrefs, boarded 
and took pofleilion of her. It is reported that captain 
Reeves, when he had a little recovered himfelf, endeavou* 
ed, in conjundion with his gunner, to have blown the 
ihip up, but found the powder-room in the enemy's pof-' 
fefuoii, who had wifely taken the proper precautions for 
its fecurity. This deijperate attempt of captain Reeves 
might, probably, be ufcd by the Dutch as an excufe for 
their treatment of him. Having recovered his wounds, 
he returned to England * at the conclufion of the war ; 
and was, on the profpeft of a rupture with France in 
1 668, appointed commander of the Al onck. He was not 
called again into fervice till the year 1673, when he was 
made captain of the Henrietta. He behaved vi^ith 
fo much intrepidity in the adkion which took place 
on the 28th of May, between the Dutch fleet and 
the Englifli, under the command of prince Rupert, that 
he made him, in his letter to the Elarl of Arlington, the 
fubje& of particular commendation, in the following 

as fome fort of palliative for fuch infamous condu£i in a mvilized 
CDemy> that Holland, and the whole united provinces were, at that 
time, tyrannifed over by that moft unprincipled fafiion, of which the 
Be Witte's were leaders, who mainuined their authority only by 
their cruelty, and whom (he vengeance of heaven fulfered not to 
cfcape the juflly roufed indignation of a much injured ^op\t,/u^latd 
causdt toUitur effeQus, By this event Holland recovered that confii* 
tutioo which it had ever found produ£iive of its happinefs, and Eng- 
land that peace which could never have been permanent while thofe 
taonftcrs of cruelty were fuffered to exift. 
t Qn his arrival he received the honour of knighthood* 

terms^ 
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terms. " Among thofe who cfpccially diftinguiflied 
themfelves in my fquadron, was fir William Reeves, who 
brought up a fitefliip and laid himfclf to leeward of Tromp ; 
and if the captain of the firefhip had done his duty, Tromp 
had been certainly burnf." He had been removed juu 
before into the £dgar, in which (hip he did not long 
continue, for we find him, in the a£lion which happened 
on the iithof Auguft following, commanding the sove- 
reign, a firft rate of one hundred guns. Falling in this 
memorable conted, he proved, to the lateft peri<Kl of his 
life, that the faculties of an hero are not to be dcprefled 
by bodily pain, or adverfity, or contra Aed ' by the moil 
eminent or apparent danger. 

REYNOLDS, Jacob,— *was appointed captain of the 
Great Gift in 1664, *nd of the Hope prize in 1666. 

RUPERT, Prince. — This brave and eminent perfon- 
age was the third fon of the cleftor palatine, fometime 
king of Bohemia, by the princefs Elizabeth, eldeft 
daughter of king James the r irft. As the nephew of 
king Charles, at the commencement of that monarch's 
troubles, he came over to England, together with his 
brother Maurice, and offered the only means of fervice 
in his power — hisfword*. From his youth, and that 
impetuous gallantry which fo frequently attends high 
birth, he did not aid the caufe of his royal uncle, fo 
cffefiually as he, in all probability, would have done, had 
his zeal been tempered with more difcretion. ^s a 
foldier, brave, almoft beyond competition, the fiery 
quality of his difpofition frequently led him to rifle, and 
even lofe a fignal advantage, in the hope of rendering it 
more confequential. Ill brooking, what he thought, the 
difgrace of having had viSory wrefted from him, he was, 
at times, incapable of that exertion in difficulties which 
men, more cool and circumlpedl than himfelf, knew well 
how to ufe. The battle of Marfton Moor is, among many 
others, a proof of the firft, and the furrender of Briilol 
of the latter. The lofs of this town fo gricvoufly af- 
fefled the king, that he is faid, by Kapin and other hif- 
torians, to have ordered him, by letter, to depart the 

* On the 24t)i of January he was created baron of Kendal, earl of 
HoldernciTe, and duke of CumberlaDd. 

realmj 



Digitized by 



Google 



NAVAL OFFICERS OP GREAT BRITAIN. 1^5 

tealm, and to have revoked all his commiflions. Whether 
this be literally true or no, it is certain he went abroad, 
under a parliamentary pafs, foon afterwards, and repaired 
to the fleet which had juft before revolted to the prince of 
Wales, where he is reported to have given fucn prudent 
advice, as, if followed, would have proved wonderfully 
beneficial to the royal caufe. On the return of the fleet 
to Holland, prince Rupert was invefled with the chief 
command. Towards tne latter end of the year 1648 he 
failed for Ireland, hoping, by his prefence, to afford fome 
countenance to the caufe of royalty, ihattered and defpe- 
rate as it was, even in that kingdom. Purfued by the 
parliamentary fleet under the command of Blake and 
Popham, fuperior to him both in numbers and equips 
ment, he was obliged to take refuge in the harbour of 
Kinfale ; from whence, after having fufFered a blockade 
for fome time, he formed the defperate, though neceflary 
refolution of forcing his way through the enemy. He 
accompli (hed this on the 24th of Odober, though not 
without the lofs of three of his (hips. After this efcape 
he ftood over to the coaft of France, feizing, by way of 
retaliation, on every Britiih veflel that he fell in with. 
He intended to have made his way to the Mediterranean, 
but with what view, as is obferved both by Clarendon and 
Campbell, does not appear. Misfortune flill attend- 
ing him, his fleet received confiderable damage, on the 
coad of Spain, by, a ftorm, which obliged five of his (hips 
to take (helter in Carthagena. To add to their dif- 
trefs. Clarendon reports they were very ill treated by the 
Spaniards, who not only plundered two of his (hips, but 
alfo compelled feveral of his men to enter, contrary to their 
inclinations, into their fervice. Purfued thither by 
Blake, he was again obli^d to betake himfelf to flight ; 
and feeking refuge in theTagus, he there experienced aa 
hofpitality he had hitherto been a (Granger to. The Por- 
tuguefe, at the rifle of their own peace, were fpirited 
enough to fit out a fleet of thirteen fail to defend him from 
attack while he continued between the Capes •. This 
they did at extreme hazard and lofs to themielves, Blake 
having, in confequence of their condud, attacked, taken 

* Cape Spartcl and Cape Finiilcnre. 

and 
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anddeftroyed their Brazil fleet. After quitting the Tagns he ' 
took (belter in Malaga : thither he was again purfued by 
Blake, and again compelled to make a precipitate retreat. 
But being unfortunately overtaken by him on the 5th of 
November 1650^ he then loft two of the beft (hips in his 
fquadron, the Roebuck and Black Prince. Having 
efcaped total deftru6lion with this partial lofs, he cniifed 
in the Mediterranean and Adriatic fea, rather in the ftile 
of a Buccaneer, making prizes, indifcriminately, of fuch 
£ngU(h, Spanifliy or Genoefe (hips as fell in his way, till 
finding the miferable repiains of his fleet now reduced to 
five men of war and two firefhips, grievoufly prefled by 
Penn; the merchants alfo being rendered cautious by 
their repeated lofle^, and little further fuccefs being 
expe£ted in that part of the world, he failed for the 
Weft Indies, whither his brother, prince Maurice, had, 
with a divifion of the fquadron, proceeded fome time be- 
fore. Here they hoped for, and adually met with many 
rich prizes, the only refource they now had for the pay 
and fub(iftence of their people ; till in the end, prince 
Maurice being loft in the Conftant Reformation, and the 
reft of the fquadron miferably (battered in a ftorm, be- 
ing deficient m every Article nece(rary for their re-equip- 
ment, it became indifpenfably neceflary to return to 
Europe. Having arrived there in fafety, and difpofed of 
his (hips which remained, together with their prizes, at 
Nantz,.and paid the men with the money produced by the 
fale, as far as it would extend in difcharge of their demands, 
he laid afide, for a time, his office of admiral. In this func- 
tion, though he may not have rendered himfelf confpicu- 
oufly great, yet, confidering the urgency of his aflFairs and 
his total want of experience in an occupation he was, as 
it were, compelled to embrace, through necefllity, we may 
rather admire the ability which condufted him through 
fuch diflSculties and perils, with fo little ill fuccefs, than 
condemn that, as inexperience and mifconduS,which may, 
probably with greater propriety, be called misfortune. 
Having quitted this line of fervice he retired into Ger- 
many *, where he continued to refide till the reftoration. 

Retum- 

* Clarendon chaxij^ him, od thift occafion, in rather harlh terms, 
irith having qulucd the kiii|^*t fcrvicc. The enmity that fubfifted 
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Returning to England foon after that event took place^ 
be was, on the 20th of April i66a, fworn a member of 
the privy council , and, in the year 1664, vtras appointed 
admiral of the fleet fitted out for the purpofe of watching 
the motions of the Dutch. He hoifted nis flag on board 
the Henrietta, but very foon afterwards removed it into 
the Royal James* No notice is taken bv Campbell either 
of this appointment or. of his having (erved, during the 
following year, as admiral of the white, at the time the 
Englifli fleet, uner the duke of York, engaged and de- 
feated Opdam*. Of his gallantry in that a£lion, the 
Narrative publiflied of the ijidory bears the following 
very handfome teftimony. " The firft ialutes the Dutch 
received from prince Rupert's fquadron, animated by the 
example, as well as orders of that valiant prince, made 
them doubt whether the vi£tory over the Englifli were 
either fo certain, or fo eafy, as the Heer de Witt, and ' 
their other countrymen who were to (lay at home, had 
perfuaded them." When the duke of York quitted the 
command of the fleet, which he did foon after this a&ion^ 
prince Rupert left it alfo, and was fucceeded in his com* 
mand by fir William Penn. He returned to the fervice 
in the following year, bein^ appointed commander-in« 
chief of the fleet jointly with the duke of Albemarle* 
The fleet had hardly put to fea, when, on intelligence 
being received that a French fquadron was coming up the 
channel to join the Dutch, prince Rupert was' detached 
with the white fquadron, under fir Thomas Allen, to 
oppofe tbem; and on that leport auickly proving un- 
founded, returned to join the duke of Albemarle, whom 
he found much preffed by the fuperior numbers of the 



between thefe two great men is well known; and it 'is remarkably 
eafy, on fuch occaGons, for the human mind, however noble its dit- 
pobtion in other refpe6U, to warp itfelf into the enconragement of a 
Cilamoy. 

* Campbell, however, makes the following very juft remark on his 
charaeler. ** By this time his highnefs's fire was, in fome degree, 
qualified, and his judgment became cooler and fitter for the difcharge 
of great employments: when, therefore, intkeyear 1666^ the king 
emruded him, in conjunflion with the duke of Albemarle, to com- 
mand the fleet, he difcoveitd all the great qualities that could be de* 
iired in an admiral*" 

Dutcby 
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Dutch, againft which he had moft bravely contended for 
two days. The critical arrival of the prince turned the 
fcale in our favour, and the Dutch were at laft compelled 
to make rather a precipitate retreat, after having fuflained 
a confiderable lots. The fleets of both nations being re- 
fitted, a fecond aftion took place on the 25th of July 
following. Prince Rupert and the duke of Albemarle^ 
as joint commanders-in-chief, hoifted the ftandard*on 
board the Royal Charles, fo that it is impofCble to attri- 
bute a greater merit in the enfuing viftory to one than the 
other. Indeed the comparifon would be on one hand an 
ill compliment to the duke, whofe abilities and experience 
could only be exceeded by his valour, while on the other 
the noble charader of the prince, fo well known and 
eftablifhed by his former intrepid adions, would fuffer no 
degradation if it were even believed to be inferior only to 
that of Monk. The duke of Albemarle having quitted 
the fleet foon after this viftory, the fole fupreme com- 
mand vefted in prince Rupert, who having, in the autumn, 
received information that the Dutch fleet was at fea, en- 
deavouring to join the French fleet under the duke of Beau- 
fort, confiTUng of forty fail, he immediately failed in purfuit 
of them ; and having driven them into Bullogne road, would 
in all probability have taken ordeflroyed tbegreateft part of 
them, had he not been compelled, by a ftorm which fuddenly 
rofe, to put back to St. Helens. In the following year we 
had no fleet at fea ; and peace beiog concluded at Breda, to- 
wards the end of the Tummer, prince Rupert was not 
called again into fervice till the year 1672, when the fe- 
cond rupture with Holland took place. During; this in- 
terval, he was employed in pro(ecuting thofe itudies to 
which he had been ever attached, and through which he 
has very juftly attained the charader of a judicious artift, 
an ingenious mechanic, and a profound philofopher; in all 
which branches of knowlege, heterogenous as they are, 
he very eminently excelled. His public condu£t has been 
the fubjeS of much panegyric among hiftorians, and de- 

* Tbis was, at that time, always borne by the lord high admiraU 
When the earl of Sandwich fuccccded the duke of York in the jpre« 
ceding year, he continued to carry the ftandard as reprefcntative or the 
duke ; for the fame reafon it was now borne by prince Rupert and cb^ 
duke of Albemarle as his fucceflbrs. 

fcrvcdly 
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fervcdly fo, if wc confider that, amidft the intrigues of 
government On one fide, the turbulence of a difappointed 
and enraged party on the other, the contending intercfts 
of oppofite principles both of polity and religion, and 
above all the, perhaps, juftly excited clamours of thofe who 
feared the fubverfion, or, at leaft, alteration of both, 
prince Rupert continued, in an eminent degree, to poflefs 
the efteem ;jnd confidence of all. Employed by that go* 
rernment whofe meafures he never fupported, and- ap- 
plauded by thofe who were uniformly in oppofition to the 
court ; he might be confidered either as a phaenomenon of 
political prudence, a moft confummate judge* of the 
tempers andpaflions of men, or as a perfonage of the moft 
tried and unmakeable probity, whom intrigue could never 
purchafe, and whom neither intereft, nor the neareft ties of 
royal confanguinity and favourcould ever perfuade, or bias, 
from the confcientious difcharge of his duty to mankind. 
On the death of the earl of Sandwich, in 1672, he was 
appointed to fucceed him as vice-admiral of England; and 
on the duke of York's quitting the command of the fleet 
almoft immediately afterwards, it was conferred on prince 
Rupert ; a change, at that time, highly grateful to the 
people, who had, with fome reafon, forgotten all their ' 
former attachment to the duke of York, and fuffered the 
memory of his paft fervices to be obliterated, by their juft 
antipathy to his religious bigotry. He repaired to his 
charge early in the month of April 1673 ; and finding his 
fhips in rather a backward ftate of equipment, and the 
Dutch fleet at fea publicly threatening to repeat their at- 
tack on our harbours*, in which they had in the preceding 
war been but too fuccefsful, he colleded together, with the 
greateft aftiyity and afliduity, as many fourth and fifth 
rates as he could ; thefe, ailifted by a few firefhips, he 
Rationed fo judicioufly, that the enemy thought proper to 
lay afide their mifchievous projed. Having taken upon 
him the command, and hoifted the ftandard on board the 
Royal Charles, he put to fea the middle of May ; and 
having fucceeded in forming a jundion with the French 

* And alfo to ruin, or, at leafl, much injure the navigation oFthe 
Thames, by (inking at the mouth of it a luimbef of hulks and old ihip^ 
filled with (lones. 

Vol. I. K fqua^ 
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fquadroiiy in fpite of . every attempt of the Dutch> who 
were much fuperior in number, to prevent it, he flood 
©ver to the coaft of Holland, whither the enemy had re- 
tired. On the 28th of May he got fight of De Ruyter, 
who was laying at anchor, within the fands, at Schonevelt. 
In perfuance not only of his tnflrudtions, but his own 
inclination to acquire frefli glory on every poffible occa- 
lion, he prepared immediately to attack them. The 
principles of naval tadics, eftablifhed during the lafl cen- 
tury, were totally different from thofe of the prcfent day ; 
they rather refembled the operations of an army, than the 
maneuvres of a fleet ; and, in confequence of this fyflem, 
a detachment was made up of thirty-five frigates and thir- 
teen fireihips, as the advanced corp^ by w))ich the intended 
attack was to be commenced. Thefe were to retire, as 
fooji as they found De Ruytcr got under way to meet 
them,* and quitted the flrong pofition he then lay in. The 
proje£t fycceeding, the adion commenced, about twelve 
o'clock, between the van of the enemy commanded by 
Van Tromp, and the detachment which had been made 
from our fleet. Tromp was attacked with fo much fpirit 
that he foon gave way ; and, according to prince Rupert's 
own words, " retired as far as the fands would give him 
leave." The reft of the fquadrons were as ill treated; 
and, in fine, a very decifive viilory fell to the prince, 
though it was unattended with any of thofe valuable cap-» 
tures and trophies which fomerimes grace fuch an ctent. 
This is in great meafure accounted for by the prince, in 
his letter to the earl of Arlington : he there fays, " that 
had it not httxi for fear of thtjhoalsy we had driven them 
into their harbours, and the king would have had a better 
account of them ;" and again, ^' I hope his majefty will 
be fatisfied, that, confidering the place we engaged in, 
and the fandsy there was as much done as could be ex- 
pefted." The interval of hoftility was remarkably ihort, 
for on the fourth of June following, the enemy " having 
had," as prince Rupert obferves, ** an opportunity of re- 
fitting, and furnilhing themfelves with every thing they 
wanted) in confeauence of the advantage they derived from 
laying fo near their, own coaft, and knowing alfo from 
the quarter in which the wifld had always been fince the 
aftion, that the Englifh could not jiave had it in their 

power 
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power to do the fame." They felt themfelves encou- 
raged to put to fea with a ftrong gale at N. E. The 
prince got under way immediately to receive them. The 
adicm commenced between Tromp and the van of theEng- 
lifti about four o'clock intheafternoonybutdid not become 
, general till five. The fleets never clofed with each other ; 
but the cannonade continued, with great brifknefs, till it 
was dark *. At midnight the Dutch fleet tacked and 
ftood over to their own coafts. Little can be faid of this 
engagement, which fcarcely deferves to be called more 
than a flcirmifh, except that, from the prince's own ac- 
count, the Dutch went off in great diforder. The da- 
mage fu(bined by the fleet, added to the ill-condition in 
which it had put to fea at its outfit, neceflarily compelled 
it to return. But fuch was the prince's diligence and 
aftivity, in forwarding the re-equipment of his ihips, 
that he was enabled to put to fea, and ^gain brave his 
enemy, almoft as foon as they had received certain intel- 
ligence of his having quitted their coaflst. On the 
nth of Auguft thefe great competitors for fame, prince 
Rupert X and Dc Ruyter, met for the third time. Their 
fquadrons were oppofed to each other; and from the 
cowardice, or what is, if pofllble, worfe, the treachery of 
the French, under the count d'Eftrees; the deftruSion 
of the prince appeared almoft inevitable. The. Zealand 
fquadron, under Bankart, freed from all apprehenfion of 
conteft ; or attack from the French, united itfelf to De 

* The following accomit of this a£)ion is given in the Life of De 
Ruyter. '* The day bcean to clofe before the (hot on either fide, 
betwixt the Prince and De Ruyter, began to do execution , but at 
length the Englifh mud coofefs, that to their jzreat wonder, they firll 
learned here, that the Dutch powder was flronger, and the guns 
longer, than their own. So prince Rupert having fliifted himfelf 
from the Royal Charles into the Old Sovereign, and fir Edward 
Spragge rejoining the flcet,they fought at diflance roofi part of the night ; 
and by break of day, both fleets being out of fight 01 ea^h other, the 
prince, with the lofs of many men, and di fabled fliips. >°><lc for the 
Thames." * 

t On the 9th of July he was appointed firft commiHioner for the 
purpofe of executing the office of lord high admiral, vacant by the 
refignation of the duKe of York, in confequence of the Teft Aft. 

^ Who having (bifted his flag from the Royal Charles to the Sove- 
reign in the former a6lioD, ilill continued on board the fame veifel. 

K 2 Ruyter/ 
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Ruytcr, and with their force thus combined, fell upoay 
and wholly furrounded the prince, in fuch a fituation, the 
perfonal efforts of a man are particularly cflential to his 
prefcrvation ; and on fuch occafions, not courage alone;^ 
.but extraordinary pre fence and exertion of mind^ as well 
as body, become neceflary to extricate him from diftrefs. 
Surrounded by enemies, and deprived for a time of almoft 
all afliftance from hrs friends, he did not yet defpair^ 
Having beat offthofe (hips by which he was more imme- 
diately prelfed, he contrived to rejoin fir John Chichely, 
the rear-admiral of his own divifion, who had early in the 
aftion been cut off from him by the Dutch, and with this 
reinforcement not only efFeftually cleared himfelf' of his 
antagonifts, but about two o'clock made fail to rejoin the 
blue fquadron under fir Edward Spragge, at that time very 
hotly engaged with Van Tromp. De Ruyter perceiving 
the prince's intention, made fail after him, taaflift Tromp. 
When prince Rupert reached the blue fquadron, he dif- 
covered the miferable condition to which it was reduced, 
the admiral's completely difabled, and feveral of the 
other ftiips in a (late very little fuperior. Seeing that Van 
Tromp had tacked, and was bearing down to fall upon the 
crippled fliips, he ran between them and the enemy, and 
made a fignal for fuch of the blue fquadron as were in 
any condition for fervice, to fall into the line. He re- 
peated the fame fignal to the white fquadron, (the French 
under the coimt D'Eftrees) which, though it had fuftained 
little or no damage, and might have completely extri- 
cated him from his diftrefs, never (hewed the fmalleft in- 
clination of coming to his relief. Of the blue fquadron 
the vice and rear admiral's* (liips alone were by this time/ 
through the great a<ftivity of their commanders, fo far 
refitted as to be capable of obeying the fignal. Abou£ 
five o'clock De Ruyter, with the whole of his divifion,- 
having joined Van Tromp, the conteft was renewed, if 
po(rib]e, with greater fpirit and obltinacy, than in the 
earlier part of it; and although the prince had a force not 
exceeding thirteen (hips to fuftain this truly formidable 
attack, yet fo fijcccfsful tvere the Valorous efforts of this 
naval phalanx, that, after having fought about two hours,* 

• Sir John Kcmpttornc and the carl of OlFory, 

the. 
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rtie Dutch tcgan to give way and fall into confufion; 
this was very critically encreafcd by the prince, who, at 
this inrtant, fcnt two firefliips among the difordered fqua- 
drons of the enemy, and by that ftep compleated his own 
deliverance, and their overthrow. After fo fcvere and 
bloody a conteft, it muft naturally be fuppofed his fleet, 
Jiotwithf landing it was freed from all apprehenfions of 
future attack, muft be in an ill condition to keep the fea. 
The prince, therefore, by returning into port, as wifely 
provided againft the attacks of the elements, as he had juil 
before againft thpfc pf the enemy. He is faid to have bee» 
received, at his return, with fonde degree of coolness by the 
king, a coolnefs certainly .unmerited by any part 01 his 
conduft in the prciceding a£lion, and v^hich, as it wanted 
a foundation^ quioJ<Iy vaniflied, as foon as the malice of 
his eneai;es became apparent, and their intcreft weakened* 
Although he might be faid, from this time, to have, in 
fome mcafure, retired from public fcrvice, he ftill retained 
his oflSce of firft commiflioner of the admiralty, and the 
government of Windfor caftle ; here he generally refided, 
cultivating thofe arts which he had been long diftinguiftied 
as the admirer, and patron of. Among other inventions 
and difcoveries attributed to him, is, that particular mode 
of engraving uniyerfally known by the name of mezzo- 
tint©, and the art, fince loft*, of melting wadt, or black 
lead, fo as t^o ^-ender it as perfedlly ijuid ;^s any metal t. ' 

He 

* Thii prooefs is in fpme meaCure explained by Lewis. *' Probably 
tbe way which prince Rupert is faid to have had (mentioned in the 
third volume of Dr. Birchc*s Hiftory of the Royal Society) of making 
black lead run like a metat ix\ a mou4d, fo as to fecve for black lead 
agaio, confifted in mixing it wiih falp huf, or jiulphurcpus bodies,''-r« 
Cbmmerc. Pbilof. Tecbnii:. p. 328. 

t He is alfo recorded, by Dr. Birch, ^n the Hi ft* of Roy. Soc. as 
the parent of the foHowing inventions. ** A particular kind of fcrew 
applied to a quadrant at fea, by the ai(^of which ic was fecured from 
receiving any akcration, cirHcr from the unfteadincffs of thebbferver's 
hands, or tbe violence of the (hip's motion. A gun, which difchargc^ 
Ceveral bullets wiib tlie utmoQ fafety and rapidity. A Angular im- 
provement in the art of manufafluring gunpowder, fo that its force 
yrz% augmented as 21 to 2. A very curious engine for the purpofc of 
laidn^ water. An inflrumcnt for the more expeditions and accurate 
drawing of perfpcftive, for which the focicty appointed a fpecial com- 
iniuce, of their members^ to return him thanks. And a new and ad- 
JC 3 vantagcous 
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He quitted the office of commiffioner of the admiralty on 
the I4(h of February 1679; and as his years advanced, 
continued gradually to feclude himftlf more and more 
from thofe court intrigues which he had been ever averfc 
to, and to which he had been, in fome fort, a temporary 
vi£lim. He at length died, at his houfe in Spring Gar- 
dens, on the 29th of November 1682, in the 63d year of 
his age, and was buried in Henry the Vllth's chapel, with 
a folemnity befitting his high rank. No perfon, perhaps, 
ever pofTeifed a more varied, and, infonie inftances, more 
exalted character. In his^ religion he was a fteady Pro* 
teftant, and in his political principles a conftant friend to 
the conftitution. The charadlcr of a ftatefman he never 
afpired to ; and in the humble (lation of a private perfon 
we have already allowed thofe merits fo juflly his due, 
which would alone have been fufficient to have refcued 
from oblivion and obfcurity, a perfon of meaner birth, and 
which, while they elevate the man, difgrace not the prince. 
As a foldier he v^as naturally brave, even to an almoft 
unjuftifiable contempt of danger; but that bravery was 
alloyed by a contempt of advice alfo, which frequently 
rendered him the dupe, and eafy conqueft of fuperior Pru- 
dence. He appears to have confidered it beneath the 
charader of a warrior, to endeavour to conciliate the af- 
fe6^ions of thofe whom he commanded, and on moft oc- 
cafions to have relied more on the nerve and vigour of his 
own power, than the hearts of his foldiers: neverthe- 
lefs, fo captivating and conciliating is it to the human 
heart, for a great captain to perfuade his followers of his 
infendbility of fear, that we have no inftance of his ever 
being betrayed, or defcrted, in that extremity to which his 
own imprudence had reduced him, by thofe whom he had 
rigidly, if not 6ppreffively treated. His errors may prin- 
cipally be afcribed to his not difcriminating well, between 
the lofty diflates of a prince, and the temperate, the con- 
ciliating commands of a ^neral. He is reported, in the 
journal of a co- temporary of&cer of high rank, to have 

vamaseous method of blading rocks in tniDci, &c." He is alfo 00- 
ticed, by Dr. Hook, *' as the inventor of a mode of making hail-fiiot, of 
diffcrcni fizes."— Vide Spratt's Hift. Roy. Soc. p. 258. He alfo is 
acknowledged to have been the original contriver of that compofition 
called from him, Princes MetaU 

put 
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^nit in irons the commailder of the fhip which brought over 
the corpfe of the duke of Richmond from Denmark, for 
. no other reafon than becaiife he had imprudentlv, and 
contxTiry to the rule of fervice, hoifted a black fla^, in 
compliment to the deceafed, inftead of that which he 
ought to hjpve 4ifp1ayedj yet, after all, it imift be allowed 
this noble princess errors were greatly overbalianced by his 
virtues ; mi his greateft enemies cannot but highly ap- 
plaud manypointsboth'ofhrs (public, and private character, 
while there are a few others, which his warmcft friends 
would neither chufe to imitate, or attempt to defend. 

SALMON, Robert, — was made commander of the 
Fairfax in the year 1664 ; and it is fomewhat extraordi- 
nary his name does not again occur till the year 1678, ^ 
when he was appointed to the.Quaker ketdh. No fur- 
ther particiAars relative to this gentleman are known. 

SANSOME, or SAMPSON, Robert,— was appointed 
to the Mary Rofe, and Dunkirk, fucceflively, in the 
year 1664. He hoifted hts flag, on board the latter (hip, 
as rear-2ulmiral of the fleet fent out under the command 
of priaoe Rupert, when the rupture with the Dutch was 
fim cxpefted. In the following year he was made rear- 
admiral of'the white ; and having hoifted his flag on board ^ 
the Refolution, was one of the gallant and unfortunate 
commanders, who, in all ages, have held their own per- 
fonal &fety as of no value when put in competition with 
the happinefs, and glory of their native country. He was 
killed in the engagement between the duke of Yorfc and 
Opdam. The ^cafe of admiral Sanfome, as an officei^ 
moft juftly entitled to pofthumous fame, is Angularly un- 
fortunate. He is commcmorat-cd by hiftorians, only in the 
fatal moment which put a period to his exiftence, and 
extolled in fudi general terras as are, as his juft due, be- 
ftowed on every man who fairly offers his life a tribute to 
his country's welfare. We remain totally ignorant of 
thofe more miiiutc, though fcarcely lefs interelting parti- 
culars of his life; which hiftoriajis, nearly his cotempo- 
raries, might have furniftied with Icfs trouble to them- 
ijelves, and more truth to poftcrity, than the moft accurate 
and laborious inveftigation of the prcfent day can attain, 
or hope for. 

K 4 SARTAIN, 
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S ART A IN, Stephen, — was, in the year 1664, ap- 
pointed commander of the Giles ketch ; in 1665 he was 
removed into the Eaglet ketch; in the month of June 
1666 he had the good fortune to capture two very 
rich merchant (hips off the coaft of France ; and very foon 
afterwards falling in with fevcn of their men of war, was 
chaced clofe into Jerfey. Having worked fo near the 
fliore that the. enemy's fhips were afraid to follow him, 
they manned their boats and attempted to burn his fliip, but 
captain Sartain made fo good a defence> and was alfo fo 
well protedted by fir Thomas Morgan, from the ihore, 
that one ot them being funk, the remainder thought pro- 
per to defift. In 1669 he was removed into the {^itt^e 
Francis fircihip. We have not been able to obtain any 
further particulars relative to this gentleman ; even the 
time of his death is unknown, 

SEALE, Thomas, — having ferved as lieutenant of the 
Refolution in 1663, was, in the following year, appointecl 
commander of the Milford. In 1665, having been pro- 
moted to the Breda, a fourth rate, he was prematurely 
flain in the unfortunate attack on Berghem. 

SEYMOUR, Hugh, — was appointed lieutenant of the 
Antelope, and afterwards of theBriftol, in the year 1663. 
In 1664 he was fucceflively appointed commander of the 
,Heftor and Pearle. In* 1666 he was removed into the 
f orefight, a fourth rate, and was one of thofe gallant 
perfons who fell (the price of that victory they had fo 
flrenuoufly laboured to. (hare in, and obtain) on the 25th 
of July 1066. 

SHELLY, Giles, — is known only as having com- 
manded the Royal Exchange, a (hip of war hired from 
the merchants, in the year 1664. 

SHEPHERD, Robert, — was made commander of 
the Ann yacht in 1664, of the palconin 1666, and again 
of the Ann yacht in 1668. 

SMIl'H, Sir Jeremiah, — wjis appointed commander 
of the Mary in 1664. In 1665 he was promoted to the 
Sovereign, and fent commander-in-chief of a fquadron 
bound to the Streights, with permiffion to wear the union 
flag at his main- top-mad head, as foon as he was clear of 
the channel. He returned from thence, with a convoy^ 
in the month pf April 1666, and was appointed admiral 
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of the blue. He hoifted his flag on board the Loy^l 
London, a new fhip, of eighty guns, and bore a very cpn^ 
fpicuous fhare in the great viftory gained over the Dutch 
on the a4th of July following. The blue Iquadron was 
the weakefl: of the three which compofed the JEnglifli fleet, 
while that of Van Tromp, to which it was oppofed, was 
the ftrongqft in that of the Dutch. Notwithftanding 
thefe fearful odds of real ftrength, rendered ftill more 
formidable in appearance by the well-known gallantry 
and ability of the commander, our Englifli admiral bravely 
parried every attempt made by Tromp to throw him into 
confuflon. Having, by feigning an inferiority and retreat, 
i^fenfibly and fubtilely drawn Tromp to fuch a diftance 
from the other divifions of his fleet, then very hard pref- 
fed by the red and white fquadrons under prince Rupert, 
the duke of Albemarle, and admiral Allen, that he was 
incapable of rendering them any fuccour; admiral Smith, 
as foon as he perceived he had accompliflied this end, im- 
mediately proceeded to make head againil his antagonift, 
and compelled him alfo, in his turn, to retire. This fig- 
nal advantage, with its confequences, concluded the mod 
memorable naval tranfadtions of this year. In the foU 
lowing fpring he was appointed commander-in-chief of a 
fquadron fent to the northward. By his diligence and 
activity he acquired this country very fufficient amends 
for the injury it fuftained in the attack, made by the 
Dutch, on their (hips in the Medway, by capturing a very 
confiderable • number * of their merchant veffels, bound 
from Norway and the Baltic, as well as to and fron^ 
France, Spain, Portugal, and the Streights. So uneafy 
did the Dutch feel under thefe reprifals, that when tKey 
quitted the Thames, they fent a ftrong detachment north- 
ward for the purpofe of attacking him. The two fqua- 
drons met not ; and the peace, concluded at Bredah, loon 
afterwards clofed the hoftile fcene. In the month of 
Qftober following he brought home a convoy from 
Kinfale. In 1668 he hoifted his flag as vice-admiral of 
thie Channel fleet under fir Thomas Allen, at the time 
the war was expelled to take with France. During the 
time t the fleet lay in the Downs, the admirals had the 

I* ■ ■ ■■ — — — -— — 

f Vide Columna RoAral^ . t On the 23d of June.- 
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honour of a vifit from king Charles and the duke of 
York. In the month of Auguft following he fliewed 
himfelf remarkably attentive to the honour of the flag, by 
compelling a French ihip, which appeared to hefitate at 
paying the neceflary and expe&ed compliment, to come 
to an anchor, till her commander had made a proper and 
fufficient apology for his negleft. From this period he 
quitted the line of aftive fervice ; but was, on the 17th of 
June 1669, appointed commiflioner of the navy, with a 
falary of 500 1. a year, befides an extra allowance for 
clerks and other incidental charges. We have not been 
able to obtain any further particulars relative to him, ex- 
cept that he fat as prefident of a court-martial, held otf 
bcmrd the Bezan yacht, in the Thames, on the i6th of 
September 1670, for the trial of captain Pearce, of the 
Saphire, and his lieutenant. The time and place of his 
death is not known. 

STAINSBY, John, — was made commander of the 
Eagle in 1664. From this time, to the year 1672, his 
name doeS not again occur. He was then made com- 
mander of the Happy Return, which is all we have been 
able to (earn of this gentleman. 

SWANLEY, John,— is to be remembered as having 
been comrtiander of the York in the year 1664. 

SWANLEY, George, — is Hh known only as hav- 
ingcommanded the Princefs in the fame year, , 

TALBOT, Charles, — ^was defcended from fir Gilbert 
Talbot, fecond fon of John, the fecond earl of Shrewfbury ; 
and notwithftanding his high rank, which, at that time of 
dav might, by fome perfonS, have been expe&ed to have ac- 
cefemted his promotion, ferved feveral years as a lieutenant 
before he attained the rank of a commander. In 166 1 he 
was appointed lieutenant of the Royal Charles ; of the 
Royal James, and Referve in the following year ; of the 
Jerfey in 1663 ; and the Golden Lion in 1664. Soon 
as a rupture with Holland appeared unavoidable^ Mr. 
Talbot was raifed to the rank of commander, a promo- 
tion his experience, and length of fervice, appeared well 
to entitle him to. Having been appointed captain of the 
Guardland in the latter end of the year 1664, he was very 
active at the beginning of the war, and was fortunate 
enough to capture feveral of their merchant veffels. 

In 
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In 1666 he was promoted to the Elizabeth, a fmall fourth 
rate, and fent, with a finall convoy, to Lifton, whence 
he returned in the month of May. His care, and dili- 
gence were paj*ticularly confpicuous in the execution of 
this fervice ; for thougn he was attended for feveral days, 
during his pafls^e, by two privateers, who made frequent 
efforts to attaci his charge, and was alfo unforfUnate 
enough to fall in with a French fquadron of twenty fail 
off the rock, he, neverthelefs, was fo circumfpe^ and 
Ikilful, that he carried ail his ihips in, with fafety, though 
the enemy were, at one time, actually within gua fhot, 
Jlis fhip not returning early enough to England, he was 
not prefent at the long and unfortunate a&ion between 
the duke of Albenurlc and the Dutch, but was fo much 
difabled during the firit day of the fecond engagement, as 
-to be obliged to quit the fleet, and put into Harwich. 
Whether what mi^ht have been imputed to him as a mif- 
fbrtune than a crime*, was conilrued into an impro- 
priety of conduft, we know not, but he appears, after 
this, to have had no command for fome years : at length, 
on the 1 2th of April 1678, he was appointed, by king 
Charles the Second, commander of the Mary Rofe, and 
fent to Newfoundland. On the 28th of March he was 
made captain of the Falcon, which is the latefl' informa- 
tion we have been able to procure concerning him. 

TAYLOR, Robert, — ^was made commander of the 
Bendilh armed fhip in 1664, and had no other command 
till the year 1673, when he was appointed to the Tulip 
dogger. 

TEDMAN, Henry, — ^was appointed captain of the 
Unicorn in 1664. 

TICKLE, William,— fcrved as lieutenant of the 
Henrietta in 1661 ; and was, in 1664, made commander' 
oif the Martin. 

WITHERS, John, — ^was appointed to command the 
Hind ketch in 1664, and was re-commiflioned to the 
fame veifel in 1667. In 1672 he was made captain of 
the Spv ftiallop. 

WCiOD, Lambert, — was appointed captain of the 
Sarah pink in 1664. In 1669 he is faid to have been 

; '' ' ... * . ' ' ' ' ■ ' ' ' "' 

^ His quittini^ d^ &eu 

fent 
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fent as regulating captain to Briftol*, an employment l|^ 
which he was fingularly aSive and ufeful. Nothing fur«» 
ther relative to him is known. 

YOUNG, Benjamin,— was made commander of the 
Adventure in 1664, of the Yarmouth in 1666, and the 
Fountain in 1668. It is fingularly unfortunate to the 
memory of a brave man, that nothing rel;itive to him, 
worth recording, fhould appear, till we arrive at the 
painful talk of relating the circumftances attending his 
death, in an aftion with the Turks, which, in point of 
gallantry, may vie with any, either at fea or land, that 
have occurred from the remoteft antiquity to the prefent 
time. Having been appointed captain 01 the Advice ir^ 
1669, he was fent, in April 1670, fo cfuife in the Chan- 
nel, in queft of fome Tiirkifh corfairs, who were become 
•fo very daring as to infcft our very coafls. He failed 
foon afterwards for the Streights, having a fleet under 
his convoy, in company with the Guernfey frigate, com- 
manded by captain Allington. In the month of July 
follo]ving he fell in with a fquadron of Algerine men of 
war, confjfting of feven fail, off Cape De Gatt. The ad- 
miral and vice-admiral mounted fifty-fix guns each, the 
rear-admiral fixty, and the fmalleft fnip th^y had, not lefs 
than forty. Such were the odds with which our two 
frigates had to contend with, and fuch wasthe gallantry and 
good con'duft of their commanders, that they not only de- 
fended themfelyes \vith fuccefs, but proteded their con- 
voy. As an accumulated diflrefe to thofe who were 
already too weak, captain Young was among the firft who 
fell : and it will be but a proper tribute to the memory of 
this brave man, as well as that of Mr. Barnardjfton, his 
lieutenantt, to infert the following ex trad, from an ac- 
count of the aftion as publiftied by authority.' f* Not- 
withftanding the death of captain Young* who was among 
the firft who fell, the two frigates fo well defended them- 
felves, that their vice-admird was forced to bring herfelf 
upon the careen, and might have been funk had not the 



f In which office he was, the following year, fuccecded by hi$ 
namcfakc. .. ^ ,. 1 

t This gallant gentleman was, mod probably, prevented by death, 
from attaining tbe rank of commaodcf • 

frigate^ 
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fcig^tes tacked about to preferve their convoys. The 
iiext morning they made feveral proiFers to come up again^ 
but did not, till between twelve and one of the clocks 
and then evidently demonftrated their diflike of the former 
day's entertainment, taking care not to come near, fight* 
ing only with their great guns, fo that their fmall ihotdid 
no execution ; which fight they continued till about fix 
of the clock in the evening, and then flood ofF to fea, 
leaving the frigates, with their convoy very fafe, to pur* 
fue^their courie, and were the next morning out of fight. 
In this fight the Advice had feven men, befides the cap^ 
tain, killed, and fifteen or fixteen wounded." A lofs 
trivial in itfelf, compared with the fplendor of the adion> 
had not the comniander been unfortunately among the 
number of the flain. 



166 g. 



AKERMAN, Stephen, — ^was appointed comniandet 
of the Sorlings on the i8th of November 1665, He 
continued in the command of this veffel for two years. 
In the month of July 1667, he fell in with two very hrge 
Dutch privateers*, one of them mounting forty guns, the 
other thirty-fix. Notwithftanding the difparity of force, 
he not only very gallantly cleared himfelf from the enemy, 
but captured a very valuable prize that was in company, 
a merchant (hip of two hundred tons burthen, belonging 
to Rotterdam. Captain Akerman may be truly faid to 
have concluded the firft Dutch war ; for after having cap- 
tured the two lafl ihips that were made prize of, at lead 
in the European feas, he was^ difpatched to the weftward 
to give notice to all the veflels he fhould meet, of peace 
having been concluded. He had the misfortune, foon 
afterwards, to be wrecked : but, at a court-martial, held 
on board the Catherine yacht on the i8th of December 

* In foundings. One of the privateers was whimflcally called the 
&tump'noJ€, 

following, 
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following, he was mod honourably acquitted of all Vhmer 
the accident being folely attributed to the wiifulnefs, and 
ignorance of the pilot. He had, however, no other com- 
mand* till the ift of April i6j8, when he was appointed 
commander of the Barnardifton. On the 15th of May 
1680, he was removed to the Aflurance ; and the montn 
of July following failed for Tangier. On the a4th of 
September 1685, king James the Second, who had taken 
the management of the navy into his own hands, appointed 
him captain of the Rupert. On the i6th of April 1687^ 
he was promoted to the Greenwich ; and the 15th of Sep- 
tember following to the Dreadnought. No further par- 
ticulars are known relative to this gentleman. 

ADEY, or ADY, Henry, — ^was defcendcd from a 
refpeSable family in Gloucefterfliire. After having 
ferved as lieutenant of the Montague in 1661, and the 
Phoenix and Antelope in 1663, was appointed, after the 
adlion between the duke of York and the Dutch in the 
year 1665, to fucceed captain Sanders as commander of 
the John and Abigail, and in the following year was pro- 
moted to the Caftle frigate. In this (hip, which mounted 
only thirty-eight gnns, and from which much fervice 
could not be expeded in a line of battle, he was, never- 
thelcfs, prefent at both the adions which took place 
during the year 1666. To have acquitted himfelf under 
fuch circumftances, without incurring cenfure, is in itfclf 
a fufficient eulogium. No further mention being made 
of him, it is probable he died foon afterwards, or retired 
from fervice. 

ANDERSON, Robert. — ^Nothing further is known of 
this gentleman than that he is faid, in the navy lift, to 
have b«en lieutenant ; and, in a (hort time afterwards, 
captain of the Vanguard ; both in the year 1665. In the 
following year this Ihip was commanded by another gen- 
tleman. 

AYLIFFE, Thomas, — after having commanded the 
Yarmouth in 1665, was hot called again into fervice till 
the year 1671, when he was appointed lieutenant of the 
Edgar. 

• Misfortune being, in thofc days, too frcqaenil); perhaps, a rci- 
fcn for n©ii*employincnt. 

2 BALLy 
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.BALL, Napthali, — was made commander of the 
Bramble fire (hip in the year 1665, and towards the latter 
end' of the fame year was removed into the fuccefs^ a 
iirefhip ilfo. On the 9th of December he fell in with 
two Dutch privateers off the Dogger Bank, and after a 
very fmart afiiony in which nine of the Dutchmen were 
killed, captured one of them, the other made her efcape 
during the conteft. He was afterwards tolerably fucc^flt 
ful in diftreHing the enemy's commerce, particularly in 
capturing a valuable prizey belonging to Am{lerdam> in 
the month of January. The next information we meet 
with concerning him is, that he commanded the Roe ketch 
and Aflbrance in fucceflion, during the yeaf 1667. Ini 
1672 he was made commander of the Richmond ; and 
foon afterwards, in the courfe of tha fame year, of the 
Greenwich. 

BARNES, John, — is to be remembered only a^ having 
commanded the Hopewell viftualler in the year 1665. 

BERRY, Sir John. — We are enabled to be more par* 
ticular in our account of this very gallant and good officer, 
}>y means of fome manufcript particulars and colledlions 
relative to him, made by his brother, Mr. Daniel Berry« 
We cannot but lament the unfrequency of the praftice, 
which has deprived us of the opportunity, in lo many 
inftances, of doing more ample juftice to the charaiE^ers 
and reputations of brave m^n, whofe memory^ fucceeding 
generations imperfe£lly honour, and inadequately lament, 
becaufe they are not fufficiently acquainted with their re* 
fpedive merits. One obje&ion only can be made to the 
propriety of £onftantly committing this guardianfliip of 
podhumous honour, like that of an infant, to its neareft 
relation. As the tnifl is, in the latter inftance, fometimes 
betrayed through avaricious motives, fo is it in the former 
too apt to be imperfefily, or iiy udicioufly cipecuted through 
thofe .of natural partiality. The memoirs at prefent 
finder our confideration afford a multitude of thole inte- 
refling minutiae (pardon the expreflion) fo pleafing to the 
lover of biography, which fcarcely any perion but a near 
relative could have fiirnifhed : they have too the additional 
recommendation of being generally free from that bias of 
confanguinity always expeded on fuch occafions. One 
inilance only we ihall take the liberty to except to, as wiU 

be 
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be prefently remarked. Sir John Berry appears to havd 
been the fon of a Mr. Daniel Berry, a very worthy cler- 
gyman, whofe attachment to the caufc -of royalty, and 
thofe principles both in church and (late in which he had 
been bred, coft him, firft his property^ and foon afterwards, 
through the accumulated mifcries of grief and want, his 
life alfo *. The fanatical plunderers, who overran the 
country, refolving not to fuffer their attachment to the caufe 
to be difgraced by compaflion for a defencclefs vidiniy 
took from him, all his worldly property, even to the bed 
on which he lay. Thefe were lold by public audion, and 
the produce, we may fuppofc, conkrientioufly divided 
among them. His books alone, of which he had a moft 
choice and valuable collcdion, were preferved from this 
ignominy : but that they might', accordmg to the true, and 
•fixt principles of republican adion, pervert, as much as 
polTible, the original intention and ufe of every thing that 
became their prey, they beftowed this treafure of litera- 
ture, how changed in its ufe! on a miferable puritanical 
preacher of their own, whom they had appointed to fuc- 
ceed this good and virtuous man, in his cure. The fa- 
mily of the Berries had been, for fome centuries, of con- 
fiderable note near llfracomi) in the county of Devon, 
but, like many others, had been more didmguifhed for 
their virtues than their poffeffions. Thefe, humble as 
they were, the misfortunes and unfhaken integrity of the 
father completed the deftru£lion of, fo that Mr. John 
Berry, and his elder brother, Robert, had no oth& refource 
for their fubfiftance, than going to fea. Of the elder 
brother nothing further is related, than that he fucceeded 
well in life ; and if he failed to obtain the credit of being a 
wealthy man, he, at leaft, acquired that which was the 
greater honour of the two, of having been an honeft one. 
His brother John bound himfelf apprentice to a N^r. 
Robert Mering, a merchant, of Plymouth, and going foon 
afterwards to fea in his employ, had the misfortune to be 
twice taken prifoner by the Spaniards, who ufed him 
rigoroufly, and kept him a long time in confinement. On 
his return to Europe he found his old matter fallen into 
very indifFerent circumftances, infomuch that, having no 
— ■' '■ ' ■ ' .■■■.. _ ^ 

* About i6j2. 

farther 
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Utihpx occafion for his ferviceSy he releafed ^m from hi| 
indentures. Mr. Berry repaired immediately to London, 
where, through the intercft and exertions of his friends, 
he was appointed boatfwain of the Swallow ketch, com- 
manded by captain Enfome. This happened in the year 
1667: and failing foon afterwards to the Weft Indies, 
the lame degree of ill-fortune which had before attended 
him, appeared (till to purfue him. The Swallow, being 
overtaken bv a moft violent ftorm in the Gulph of Flo- 
rida, was oDliged to cut away her malls, and throw all 
her provifions and (lores overboard : having b^ this dcCr 
perate, but unavoidable operation, efcaped immediate 
oeftrudion, the crew had nothing to fubfifl upon, for tht 
Ipace of fixteen weeks, but the mh thev cafually caught, 
and rain water. Having furmounted all thefe diftrefles^ 
they at laft arrived fafe at Jamaica. Sir Thomas Mud* 
difo^d, at that time governor, having received intelligence 
of a pirate who had juft before committed great depreida* 
tions in thofe feas, the Swallow was ordered to be imme« 
diately refitted, and to fail in fearch of him. Mr. Bcny 
b faid, on this occafion, to have been fpecially appointed 
a lieutenant, by fir Thomas, a vei^ extraordinary and 
honourable inftance of interference in the behalf of his 
brave countryman. We now come to that particular 
anecdote which, though we do not totally difcredit, we 
believe to have been, in fome decree, exaggerated. It is 
dated by Campbell, from the information of Mr, D. 
Berry, tnat on tne Swallow's proceeding to fea, and cap- 
tain jCnfome's difcoverine the pirate to be of force confi- 
derably fuperior to hinifeTf, he rather hefitatd to attack 
him, exprciEng himfelf in the following words : ** Grif- 
ikmen, the blaits tue art to attack are men at armt^ eld hue» 
€aneerst and futerier to us in number and in the force oftlyeir 
pipi and therefore I would have your opinion" Mr. Jferry 
is reported to have immediately anfwered, *^ Sir^ tue are 
men at arms too, and, which is more, honeft men, and fight 
Wider the U^g*s commijffSon ; and, if you have no ftomach for 
j^hting, be fleafed to walk down into vour cabin J* Mr. 
wury is faid to have immediately taken upon himfelf 
the command, the crew having unanimouily declared in 
his favour : and the particular circumftances relative to 
Ae aAiofi which inunediately enfued, are thus felated 
Vgt.Iv L by 
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l)y Campbell, from Mr. D. Berry's mamifcripts. ** The 
pirate lay at anchor to windward ; the Swallow was Con- 
lequetitly obliged to make two tiips ere (he could clofe 
with her : in doing this (he received two broadfides and 
two volleys of fmall fhot, without making the fmallell 
J-eturn. At length, having got clofe along-fide and grap7 
pled her, Mr. Berry b">arded her oh the bow, after having 
poured in hisbroadfide*, which killed the pirate fw^and" 
twenty men! He then, fupported by his comrades, 
fought his way to the main mall, at which point of ih^ 
aSion he called to the doSor [ikefurgeon) ard his mate, 
to get overboard and hang by the rudder f , which they did. 
iThe pirate immediately afterwards furrendered, having 
bvXy leven men left alive, and all thofe wounded!! ani 
tvbat is (lill more extraordinary, no perfon was killed on 
board the Swallovv but the boatfwam's mate!!!'* The 
objeflions to the literal authenticity of this account ai*6 
very numerous J. The circumftances reported as attend* 
ingthe aAion, are in the higheft dtgrcQwonderful, if not im- 
probable ; and we can fcarcely credit that an inferior of. 
peer, efpecially fo young in the fervice, would have had, 
tvhatever might be his opinion, the temerity or impru. 
dehce, to have anfwered his commander in fo difrefpeaful 
d manner. To this we may add, the good opinion which 
Continued to be entertained of captain Enfome by the lord 
t\igh admiral, an opinion which would certainly have beejl 
(haken, and in all probability have prevented his further 
employment, had he been in any degree rcprehenfible, al 
he has been reported. His continuance, and even pro* 
motion in the Service, together with his cpndu£l at th^ 
moment of his unfortunate death, ftrongly militate againft 
all idea of criminality on his part. Thus far has the mer^ 
ivilh of doing every juftice to the memory of deceafe4 

' • Four guns. 

i Piohably in rcfpefl to their not being tacfl at ■raUy but on tbi 
piratf's civil fOablifhrnent. j 

,' t Let it not be fun^Msfed we have the rmalleft intention of Tapping 
tr fohn*« eharaf)cr for intrepidity, by unwarrantably Ittrminng any 
tiling to h>t difadvaniage. We are* notwithftaoding'oitr feefiticiliiis 
very ready co admit he might, and did behave, with the moft conCfr^ 
euoua galltiury oa this occasion, though not prosifdy in the way juft 
^;cd. 

* bfavAry, 
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Inravciy, compelled usm fome mealurc to'detraA from 
ihofe praifes which we confcicntiotifly think have been 
improperly beftowcd on fir John ; but he will ever con» 
tinue to wear thofc neVer-fading honours which remam 
fixed^ far abov'e thfe malicious doubt of the hiftorian* On • 
the 17th of September 1665, he was made commander of 
the Swallow ketch*, and was very foon afterwards removed 
into the Little Mary. While in the Swallow he was very 
fuccefsful in capturing feveral valuable prizes from the 
enemy, and ftill more fo after he removed into the Nfary^ 
in wnich ftip, it is reported, he took no fewer' than 
thirty- two prizes in four months. In 1666 he was pro- 
moted to the Guinea, a fourth rate, by the joint corri* 
manders-in-chief> prince Rupert and the duke of Albe- 
marle. In the following year he experienced a further 
promotion to the Coronation, a third rate of fifty-flx 
guns, hired from the merchants. In this fhip he waS^ 
almoft immediately on his appointment, difpatcned to tbe 
Weft Indies, where, our pofleflions were then mtWh 
threatened by the joint fquadrons of France and Holland. 
Tlie force under fir John Berry confiftcd of ten (hips of 
war and one firefhip ; that of the enemy of twenty fhips 
of war, and ten or twelve flrefliips, tranfports, aud 
Unders t. On the 19th of May the fleets met ; and after 

tke 

* At the time his old captain, Enfome, wa« removed into the Con* 
fiant Warwick, 

f The following account of the operationa previous to the z&xoa 
was publilhed by authority. , 

" Before the arrival ot oar ten En^lifh men of war at Barbadoci^ 
the French bad enteruined a dcGgn ot attacking Kevis with a bod^ of 
4000 men, which they intended to hare drawn out of MartinicOy 
Guadeloupe, and St. Cbriflopher's, and 1500 Indiana; but haviqg.by 
accident intercepted a floop, fent by lieutenant-general Willoughby 
to the governor of Nevis, with intelligence that within ten days the 
ten (hips fliould be fent him, together with all neceflary fupplies, the 
Fiench, by a miftake, apprchenaing the fhips were to arrive the nexl 
day, deiifled from the further profecution of their defign. The ten 
flups arriving at Ntvis, the commander-in-chief having taken order 
for the fecarity of that iflaod, fent away fix of his fhips to Gua4e* 
loopCf wiiere they took and brought awav with them eight French 
«lhips. By this time the French having received aa additional f)r«ngth 
from France, of fix men of war, befidesfour Dutch men of war newly 
flfffifed trom Surinam, they revived their old defign of attempting 

L t Ncviii 
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the aftion had continued for fome hours» with thegteateft 
fuiy on both fides^ the Engliih* by a Ikilful manoeuvre, 
weathered the enemy. The adion was now renewed, 
if poiTible, with greater obftinacy than before^ till in the 
end the eneniy were obliged to take (belter under the 
town of BafTe Terre*, having had an almoft incredible 
pumber of their men killed and wounded, and their (hips 
miferably torn and difabled. In this long conteft the 
Englifh are faid to have had no more than twenty-four 
men killed and twenty-eight wounded, and only one (hip, 
not 'indeed belonging to the fouadron, but a merchant 
vefTet of Briftol, who, endeavourmg to adift in the aAion, 
. took fire from the flaih of her own guns, and was blown 
up. In her, moft of the feamen, and thirty foldiers, who 
were put on board as a reinforcement to her crew, unfor- 
tunately perifhed. But this melancholy accident is by no 
means to be taken as diminifhing the limre of this adion, 
which has been extravajgantly magnified by fome, as well 
in refpeA to the lofs fuftained by tne enemy t, as to other 

circum- 

Nevii, and fitted up a fleet of thirty-two fail, whereof tweoty ncie 
ihips of con(iderabIe force ^ of wnicb the Englifh commander at 
Nevis being advertifed, he ^tttdently refolved, with the addition of 
Ibme men drawn out of the ifland, whkb he put on board hie (hipi, 
to engage them, as he accordingly did, with that fucceft, that after a 
. (harp dupute he chafed them home to St. Chriftopher's; which done 
he returned again to Nevis; and having received a recruit of fix hun* 
dred frefli men, Tent him by lieutenant-general Willoughby, he 
. formed the refolution of finding out the enemy and engtting them 
in their own barboars: but they having intelligence of bis defign, 
confulted their own (afety, and prevented him by getting away-*-* 
N.B. to Martinico."— Gazette, No. 184. 

* St. Chriflopher's, then in the enemy's pofleflion. 

f Campbell relates, '** that as commodore Berry failed round the 
PBUft of the ifland of Nevis, one of his 6eft (hips blew up, which 
nriking his men with aflonifhment, he is reported to have faid, 
** Now you ktKoeften an Eng!i/hjk^ blow itp, lei us try if we cannot 6lom 
Irp Frenchmen -, there they are, and if we do not heat them they will beeU nr .** 
And further, after having driven the enemy under St. Chriftopher'f 
that he feot in a firelhip and burnt the French admiral. On this occa* 
fion he exultingly exclaimed, ^' I told you in the mornings thatwcjheuld 
hum a Frenchman before night ; to-morrow we will try what zae can do 
nnth the refi^ But, while he was refitting his (hips, the enemy wifely 
ftole away, the French to Martinico, the JDutch to Virginia.** There 
if a note infcrtcd in Campbell's Memoirs of him, containing an ex- 

ttift 
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ciitnimftuices relative to it. The account ♦c^havc juft 
eiven of it we confcientioufly believe to be corred. Sir 
John Harman arriving in the Wed Indies on the eighth of 
Tune foUo\lring, took upon him the command ; and virhen 
he failed from Nevis in fearch of the French fquadron> 
kft o^mmodore Berry behind to prote& our iflands from 
any defultory attack that might be attempted by the enemy 
from any unexpeded quarter. Captam Berry returned 
to Europe in the autumn. In the year 1668 he was ap- 
pointed captain of the Pearie, and fent to the Streights in 
the month of June 1669^ under the command of fir Tho- 
mas Allen, who was difpatched thither, with a powerful . 
fleet, fpr the purpofe of overawing, and reducing the 
Algerines to reafon. On the 7th of September, being on 
a cniiie oifFcape Tenes, in company with the Portland, 
and Nonfnch, they fell in with a large Algerine frigate, 
which the Pearl immediately engaged, the Portland and 
Nonfuch keeping their wind for the Durpofe of inter- 
cepting her, if (he ihould attempt to efcape by the fame 
manoeuvre. The conteft was long and obftinate ; during . 
which the Pearl had only two men wounded, notwith* 
(landing fbe had taken the lee gage in order to prevent the 
corfair's cfc^pe. At length &e Nonfuch and Portland 
bore down to her affiftance, perceiving the Algerine had 
received fo much damage as prevented her from bying 
clofe to the wind, if (he (hould attempt it. The conteft 
was now brought to a very fpeedy iiiue, by forcing on 
flioie and burning their antagonift, which was called the 
Giit Lime-tree, and mounted thirty-(ix guns. Captain 
Berry had afterwards confiderable (uccefs in taking and 
retsdcing feveral vefTels of inferior confequence to the 
foregoing. In 1670 he was promoted to the Nonfuch; 
and ftill continuing in the Mediterranean, diligently jper* 
formed every thing that could be expected from an adtive 
I . . »^. I.I , 

trad from the Pkilofophicil Tranradi^nt, relative to a tornado wkich 
took place on tbe i9tb of Aagufl, and which captain Berry, by attend* 
ing to the advice givep him by a captain Laylbrd, happily ercapr<i tbe 
ill effeds of. Campbell infers, thea^Uon above alluded toiooR place 
about that rime ; but the fa^ really is, it happened three monim be* 
fore. Captain B is, in the Philot Tranf (tiled fir John, but he did * 
not receive the honour of knighthood till five years afterwards 

Sec J.owUiorp>i Abricig. Philof. Trtfif. Vel. 11. p. 106. 
L 3 and 
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and atteni^v^ officer, in a fervice, where a tmot being 
concIudecKwith the corfairs, nothing farther was oxpe&ed» 
than preventing them » byacarefulprotedionof our c<W)« 
merce, from committing any depredation on it . In 1 67 1 he 
removed into the Dover, and returned to England* On 
the projpcA of a Dutch war, in 167a, he wal appciotcd 
to the Gloucefter, but was quickly removed into the Re^^ 
folution, as we find him commanding her, with a nc^uta- 
tion every way confonant to her nam«> at tho battle. of 
Solebay, infomuch that he received, on this occafidn, the 
honour of l^ighthood, with the following compltmeot 
from king Charles the Second* '^ As our thoughctf^have 
been now upon honour, wc will hereafter think of .proBt ; 
for I would not have fo brave a man a. poor knifht^'* 
Campbell reports, ** that in this battle, captain Berry 
obferving his royal highnefs the duke of York very hara 
prefTed, left his flation and came in to his relief, where 
the fervice proved fo hot, that in leis than -two! hours, he 
had no fewer than one hundred-and-twenty men killed^ 
as many more wounded, and his (hipfcarcely able to flomt: 
upon this he was towed out of the line, flopped his leakfl^ 
and fell into his ftation again in an hour." Thidfe parti- 
culars we are much inclined to credit, in confequcnce of 
the high efiimation in which he was ever afterwards held 
b^ the duke of York. Abhough thele very honounble 
circumflances of valour do not appear in the account of 
the adton publifbed by authority, which fimply ftates that 
** bis roytu highnefi continued on his tuay, attcndei by ibt 
Phctnix i'head and the Fairfax and ViSary a-Jiemy ttii ^ter^ 
viardSf capthin Berry in the-ReJobiticny andjir Fm Holies in 
the Cambridge i came aljo a^hetid, but were both 9jery.fo,on dif^ 
abled,** On the loth of March 1672-3, he captured^ 
about 80 leagues to the weftward of Scilly, a very large 
Dutch privateer, of thirty guns. In the a<5Vi0n which 
took place on the a8tb of May following, between prince 
Rupert and De Ruyter, he particularly Hgnalized himfelf« 
His (hip, together with the Cambridge, commanded by 
captain Herbert, afterwards earl of 1 or€ington> being io 
much difabled, that they were fent into port by the prince, 
though at that time his force was inferior to that of the 
enemy. On ihe 9th of March 1674-5, he was appointed, 
by king Charts, to command the Swallow ; and, on the 

28th 
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aBtU of April f(|lbving removed into the Briftol. He* 
(idled foon afterwards for the S(reighU« aS we find him. 
djciv^n into Genoa, together with two (hips under his 
convoy^^in a violent gale of wind, on the nth of De- 
^^caber foUowine, Retifrning from thence, he was feot, 
lb thie^iiviotb of January 1676-7, with a few frigates, aodt 
a fmali body of land forces, to Virginia, which colony 
tjic Indian! had, a little time before, given confiderable 
diihirbance to. But thefe commotions had, in a grea^ 
pieafure^ fubfi^ied, before fir John arrived. On the 71!^ 
of Jaamry 1677-8, he was appototed to cotuinand the 
Preackioiight, and fcnt to Tangier as convoy to a rein*^ 
forcement of troops, in the month of April 1679. M<J 
{ailed from Kinfale, with five (hips und'^r his commandi 
QD the 23d of May, and arrived in the Downs, on !iL» 
ntuim from the Streights, with a fleet of merchant-ihips 
under his convoy, on the t4th of Auguft follov^ing. Oi* 
the 27th of January 1679-80, he was app lintcd to the 
I^eopardj and a^ain failed for the Stieighis in the montf 
l^f Mai'ch enfuing. He contioued in the Mediferrar 
Qeao for a confidmble time, for in the month of Odo^ 
i^r we find him convoying fome merchant-lhips froiA 
Smyrna to Malaga. The precife tln>e of his return !s 
fioi known, nor have we any thing further to communi- 
iale relative to him till the 8th of April 1682, when he 
9m appointed commander of the Glouccller, the (hip 
;Wfiich, in the month following, wa<^ appointed to attend 
Agtjftlke.of York, who had refolved to go to Leiih by 
Je^. Siir John Berry was the comnfiodore of this fmaj 
i<)iudron^ confuting of four or five frigates ; an appoinb- 
Bicnt fcarcely worth notice, but o . account of the fatal 
.accident which befel that (bip on her paifage, and which 
ias been very unjuftly made the ground of much obl.quy 
'thrown on ur John, by authors*, and hidorians of that 
defeitption, who appear to delight mod ih aggravating 
misfortune and inhancing diftreis, by the pn^poga'i'^n of 
calumny. In refutation of wbivh, as well as in juftice to 
fir Jphnj we have fubjoined a lull account of tliis unfof- 
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tunateaecident, as publifhed by authority*, together with 
that given of it by the good and learned bifnop, utrum 

harum 

* The (hip beat along the fand, not firting fafi; vhile our rother 
lield wc bore away weft, and upon tvtty lilt of the Tea went off; at 
hA a terrible blow ftrtick off the rother, and, as waa believed, finxfc 
oat a plank nigh the poft, as the fhip made eight feet water io an tn« 
fiant : upon which fir Jdin Berry humblv defired his royal highoefii 
tp have his barge boified out, to preferve his royal perfon, which his 
Bi^bnefs was oawilling to confeiu to, hoping, as fir John did, the ibip 
saight be faved i but the water encreafinr (although we employed ail 
our pumps and materials for bailing) ana do maaoer of hope bcsaj| 
left, fir Joho did again, with all manner of earneflnefs, requeft bu 
royal bigbnefsto gp off in his boats to the yachu; to which bis royal 
highnefs confenting, the barge was hoiflcd out, ttid his royal highneft 
took as many perfons of quality with him in the boat asJhtamUcarry'^ 
the government of the wip being now loft, and every one crying est 
for bclp. Yet, amidft all this diforder and confufion, the great dnty 
and concern which the ppor feamen had for bis royal highnefs's pre^ 
fervation, was mod remarkable \Jor when ike barge toot Soijiti cut and 
kmertddown into the water ^ not one manfo wmck as offered to mn intd ker^ 
kmi in tku tkeif trouMe and dying condition, did thank God kit mat 
^knefs mas pnferved. His rcyal kigknefi keing gone into tke faary 
yaickt^ ordered all tke yacku to anckor^ and to send off TH£ia 
aoATS, in the mean time the Glouccfter dill beat on the fand, the 
water encreafing as high as the gun deck : h<)wever the lifting of the 
fea forced her off the land, and Uie went into fifteen fathom water be- 
Ibre we rould let go our anchor, which proved the lofs of many poor 
mens lives, the water encreafing fo faft, that it was three feet above 
the gun deck ke/hre *we endeaxMmred tofyme our/elves^ She funk fio faft^ 
that h- foie the boats could takeout tne men, although tkerewaigreai 
diligence ufed, the fhip was under water, and feveral menperilbed with 
bcs fir John Berry hardly efcaping, by a rope over the Aern, into 
eapiain Wyborn's boat. ALt the perfons oif quality are faved, ex- 
cept the earl of Roxburgh, the lord 0*Brien, the laird Hoptoo, fir 
Jofeph Doug la fs, and Mr. Hide, who zoitk feveral of tke duk^sfer^ 
vaniSf and one hundred and thirty feamen, are loft." — The account 
given by Burnet is, that *' The duke got into a boat, and took care 
of his dog«, and fome unknown perfons who were taken, from tint 
earncft care of his, to be his prieus. Tke long boat went efwiik ^fery 
iew in Aer^ tkougkjhe ndgkt kave carried eigkty more tkanjke did. One 
T^undred and fifty perfons perilhed, fome of them men of great quality." 
V^hen we confider the Complexion of the i^oud biibop's politics, and 
retain in our mind?, fbat the account firil given was publiQied by tbe 
authority of government, which certainly would have been very cau* 
tious in Hating any ihing, fo near home, in which it was likely to un* 
dcrgo the difgrace of being contradi^ed, we Ihall not long befiiate 
whkh of the two we are to pay the grraiefl credit to. From the fame 
M^OQntt, we alfo fee the flory of fir John relktive to bis having flood 
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kmm moMij ^e^f for the hiftoriaii and the Gaxittttr 
are by no means in the (ame ftory. It not being pofliUe 
Ibr the moft inveterate malice to impute any (hare ofolame^ 
in the lofs of this fliip, to fir John, he was, on the 1 5th of 
June in the fame year, appointed commander of the Hen- 
hetta, and failed from the Downs, on the 3d of Sept«n- 
ber fbllowiog, for Tangier, with a convoy, and arrived 
fjnm thence on the i8th of November. He failed again 
{or Tangier early in the enfuii^ ^'i'^S' ^^^ arrived in 
the Downs, in his return, on the 5th of Jime following. 
On the 23d of Auguft he failed from Plymouth as fecond 
in command of the fleet fent out, under the command of 
lord Dartmouth, to difmantie the city of Tangier,' 
which was at length found,, by king Charles, not worth 
the expence of dletending any longer, a^infl the reiterated 
attacks of the Moors.. The demolition of the works 
being fpecially entnifted to the earl of Dartmouth, the 
temporary command of the fleet, and, confequently, that 
of embarcing the inhabitants and their ttkctSy devolved 
upon fir John« He acquitted himfelf in this troublefome 
KTvice, with fo much attention to the people, and fatif. 
fiidion to the king, that he is faid to have been made a 
commiflioner of the navy immediately on his return, 
which happened in the month of April 1684. Soon 
after the acceflion of king James, fir John was one of the 
perfons chofen, by that monarch, 'as additional commif- 
uoner, on whofe **fijU andxnpimnu^' as Campbell ex- 
prefies it, he could depend for the radical reform of 
thofe numerous abu£sa that had found their way into the 
management of the navy during the preceding reign. He 
was alfo, on the 30th of June, .again appointed to com- 
mand the Henrietta. The high lervice rendeied by the 
new commiflioner is apparent from the excellent ftate'to 
^ich the royal navy was raifed at the time of the revo* 
lution. On 4he firft rumour of the invafion, fir John 
Berry was appointed, on the 24th of September 1680, to 
ferve as rear-admiral of the fleet; and on. the 13th of 
* - ' ■ ■ ■ 

in the ftcrn of che boat, with his fword drawn, to prevent the men from 
crowdios in, and which is admitted by Campbell, is equally unfounded* 
Campbell appears alfo to be mtfinformed m faying three buodred per* 
fbas periflied with ths fliip. 

Oftober 
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O^dbr {oliiMngf win pfMMdi to 1^ idcft^toUtl <( 
Itl^ rame fleets und^r th^ loti OMtmQiulh# He h^UWdt 
hk dug 00 board the Eii»ihethf % third Me# He hiA 
ieen p«iri<Hifl): nuich CMfiittd by the.kui|> diirihg thct 
fiifi^ fir Roger Stfiiskland held d^ cctmoasid $ and the ad* 
vke given by him# Ihewedac onee tie ioUdity of iua 
|udgin<iiit^ and his h^neft attact^nt to his^ryvmiy Sbve« 
feign* After the tandiog of king Wittlaoiy awt the tq«. 
<^remem of the lord X>airtniQulht» the: chief coauAand «f 
tjhe fleet devolved uo(^ bim« * TJuBhccmlixwsitobcidf 
ii\ Ae fieverity of the ieafon reftdenedibe di%>erfion of thd 
4ee.t| to the feVvral dock«>yardii, neceiffiuy^ in order (er 
^quip for the approachinp ivafi vith Fxancef whtdi 
tta* ooW| 1)y conibioo opinibn» deemed ineTiiaUe* We 
l^ehold. in the condu^ of lie. JohnJSecry, wthis QccafieOf 
thegenuiee chara£bep of A patrioti .and a. man 6f hoiuaif^ 
On Qfte hajidr he defected hot the canfe of the fpvereifQ 
Ifvlio h^d rjaifed him Co the elovaited cahk he dien faoze ; ral 
on theoth^fi he fuSdrelnotthegfiUitude.diieito a paitron 
to glofs over the political erimea c£ lit daliti(|iieiit aM>« 
tmnciif ot indtice hifii*te^fo^thiaiiiifLdtityto.thecountrjr 
which' gave himbirtht .Faithful fe )iisi^roft> while be 
IvholieAoived ii remained: feithful tohimfelf^ he was evev 
ready to.affift hiJH, with his beft advice, iandpfomotehia 
inteteft by his perifonaL (ervioe. When atlaft, that per# 
fonege^ obftinate in errofi who^ as a tilan» he certaiid| 
loy^di would not be xedaimed by a4yite> warned 1^ ex* 
' emplei or deterred by impending danger; he then 1^ hin| 
(q ihofe future miierjea his condwQ b^ brcaiAhtapon liinii 
aid quitted the jGerviqe of tbe fovereign whole aseafiiies he 
difkpiproved^ but whomi he. hadi^too nkuch^rtueto h^cayi 
His known integrity^ hi^ fpodels ckarader^ and, pep« 
bapAi above ally nif recent fair, apji prudent briiaviour in 
th« i:rbit:al hour of .-political ferment, procured him the 
knu^diate^ favour of king WiUiam/who wa&himfetf rod 
ttHi^h a jTua of bouour, not to adtnire the fteady virtui 
even of a deQlared:£o$. He is laid to have twtinued Unl 
in the agpointipcnt oj €onimi£ioner o f the turuyf which he had 
held fri tn.e preceding reign : of this piece, of private hif- 
tOfy we entertain (bme doubts; but W-e find him, imme- 
diately after the revolmion, comptroller of the vlBuallmg 
accounts* His known experience, prpdeA0Q,.and integrity^ 

procured 
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\teA hmt^M honour of being' very frequently coo- 



ilted by his (.new fovereigo. Once in {>afticulsir» at 
Campbell i^eports^ the king was engaged with him in fob 
dofe and eaivieft a converfationy that it took up the whoto 
tught ; and fir John, was not difoiiiied the royal clofet till 
il was pretty far advanged in the iDOrning. Tiiefe matkt 
of royal atteotion might ^e. vf ry Mattering to him as 4^ 
anan* bqt they were not jprpdu<Hive of any thing further 
dian mere honour ; thoie appointments* he had enjoyed 
in the beginning of the reign^ be continued to retain^ 
without experieiiciiig any further promotion, or being 
again called into the line of adkive feivice. His deaths 
which happened on the 14th of February 1691, is fajd to 
have been attended by many myllerious circnmiUnces 
which have never yet been developed. He hud been or» 
dered to Portfmouth early in the month of February^ to 
pay off fome (hips there ^ and while on tK>ard otne of 
them, was fuddenly taken ill. Being carried on (hore, it 
was reported he had died of a fever ; but the phyficiaos 
and furgeonsy who wene prefent at opening the body* dC'* 
glared he did jtKt die a natural death, b»it bad b^tn taken 
off by poifon ; by whom, or for what reafon> is not known. 
This is the account given by Campbell of his deaths 
£ut when we confider the high eftimation in which he 
was univerfally heM by all ranks of people, as well as the 
inoffenftvenefs and complacency of his manners both iJi 
his public. oorupations and his private life, we are led. to ' 
hope, for the honour of mankind, the opinion given bjr 
the phyficiaos was ill founded, and that the appearances, 00 
opening the body, were produced by the violent eSkSts of 
an highly inflammatory natural diforder, inilead of ihe fatal 
coniequences of an artificial one, moft wickedly raifed* 
His corpfb was, according to his own diredioo, removed to 
London, and decently interred in the chancel of Stepn^, 
church, where a monument has fmce been ere£^ed to his 
memory. Thus perifhed all that was mortal of the 
great, me gallant, the good^ fir John Berry » a man, than 
whom few had experienoed greater Tdverfity, or had done 
more to court and merit the fmiles of fortune. Thou^. 

* Comptroller of the vidualling accounct, captain of aa indepea* ** 
4uu conipoyi and governor of Deal caAle« 

pofleifed 



Digitized by 



Google 



156 tlVES AHO CRAtACTEM OF 

podeiled not of wealth, the general creator of friends and 
tntereft, his condud procuml them both to him, unfoli* 
cited, but not undelerved. Deftitute of that education 
generally deemed neceflary to the formation of what is 
called a finiflied gentleman, he wonderfully blended the 
natural roudinefs of his profeflion with the addrefs of a 
perfonage of the higheft rank ; till mankind was at a lofs 
which mod *o admire, the truly polite feaman, or the 
honeft and fincere courtier. We cannot conclude our 
obfervations on this worthy chancer without remarking, 
as a ftrengthening, and, indeed, convincing proof of the 
propriety of our commendations, that, great muft have 
Deen the merit of the man, who could, without fortune, 
family, or perfonal connexions, not only force his way 
through a profeifion requiring the greateft mental exer- 
tions, but was alfo honoured with tne familiar intimacy 
of three fovereigns, each differing from the other as 
widely as human nature can diverge, in temper, princi* 
pies, and political purfuits. — ^The lady of fir John Berry 
IS faid to have furvived him many years. He left no 
iifue bv her; nor is it believed he ever had any. — Over 
his bull in alabafter, an appendage to bis monument, in 
Stepney chufch, are the arms of his family. << In a field, 
sules, three bars. Or." Underneath is the following in* 
Icription. — ** Ne id nefcias, ledor, D. Johannes Berry, 
Devonienfis, dignitate equeftri clarus, inari tanttmi non 
imperator, de rege et patria (quod et barbari norunt) bene 
meritus, magnam ob res fortiter geflas adeptus gloriam 
famae fatur, poft multas reportatas vidorias cum ab aliis 
vinci non potuit, fatifceffit 14010. Feb. 1691. Baptizams 
7mo. Jan. 1635." 

BEST, John, — commanded the Marmaduke in 1665. 

BLACKMAN, Thomas, — was, at the fame time, ap* 
pointed captain of the Little Vi£lory. 

BLAK£, James, — in the fame year dfo, was made 
commander of the Conftant John firefliip. 

BOND, Giles,— commanded the William and Tho- 
mas in 1665, the Spy floop in 1669, and the Gieen 
Helmet in 1073. 

CAPEL, Bartholomew^— was appointed to command 
the Maers prize, in 1665. 

CARLSTAKE, 
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CARLSTAKE, Martin^— was, in 1665, appointed a 

captain, firft to the Charles the Fifth, and durine the 
fame vear to the Montague, and Vanguard, fucceiuvelv. 
In 1069 he was nude commander of the Golden Hand; 
after which no farther mention is made of him. 

CARTERET, James, — ferved as lieutenant of the 
Royal Prince in the year 1665 ; and, probably as a re- 
ward for his having eminently di(lingui(hed himfelf in 
the aQion between the Engliih and Dutch fleets, under 
the command of the duke 01 York, and Opdam, was, in 
the fame year, appointed commander of the Oxford. In 
1666 he was, for a Oiort time, captain of the Jerfey of 
fifty suns. In 1668 he commanded the Forefight. 

CEELEY, SEALE, or SEELEY, William,— is an- 
other of the very few perfons, whofe choice of a naval life 
is to be regretted by thofe who confider the conduA of 
an ofEcer as the ftandard of honour. He was, in the year 
1665, appointed commander of the Spread Eagle firefnip; 
in the following year he was removed into the Samuel, ^ 
firefliip alfo ; and very foon afterwards into the Malaga 
Merchant. Fain would we draw a curtain over the re- 
mainder of his life, but that hiftorical juftice forbids us. 
On the 5th of February 1666-7, being in company with 
the Saint Patrick frigate, they fell in with two Dutch meo 
of war oflF the North Foreland. The Saint Patrick, de- 
ferted by the Malaga Merchant, was captured, notwith- 
ftanding tvery polTible exertion was made to preferve her^ 
by captain Sanders, who was killed in defending her. 
An offence of fuch a complexion could not be expeaed to 
be pafled over unnoticed, or unpuniHied. By a court- 
martial, held on board the Warfpight on the 27th of the 
fame month, he was condemned to be (hot : this fentence 
was carried into execution on the 5th of March, and, at 
his own particular requeft, on board the ihip he had com- 
manded. His firm behaviour at the lad moment of his 
life, ill-agreed with what it had been at the fatal hour 
which brought him to fo ignominious an end. It proved, 
that courage is aimed undeiineable ; that the man whofe 
fpirit was unequal to the talk of fupporting him againft 
tne honourable rifle only, in the fervice of his country, 
could, at another time, bear himfelf with decency and 
propriety, when the juftice of that country configned him 
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'to a certain ilhd diferaceful d^th^ for having'eitherbaiTcIjr 
betrayed or defefted her. Such men would do ividl, evtx 
to bear in mind the lines fo charaderiftrcally put intd 
the mouth of Csefar, by the immortal Shakefpear : 

" Cowards die many times before their deaths; 

" ITie valiant never tafte of death but once." 

CHAPPEL, John, — was ^n officer of a very different 
*^haraAer from the preceding. Having fef-ved as lieute- 
nant of the Henrietta in 1664, and of the Royal James ih 
1665, he was, after the adion between the duke of York 
and the Dutch, made commander of the Young Prince; 
tad early in the following year, of the Clove Tree. He 
was one of thofe brave and unfortunate men who fell, 
tmiverfally lamented, irt the long engagement which took 
place between the duke of Albemarle, and the Dutch, in 
the month of June following. 

COLEMAN, James, — is noticed only 21s having com- 
tnanded the Hound firefhip in the year 1665. 

COWDRY, John, — commanded the Hardareen fly- 
boat in 1665, and the Wood Merchant in 1667. 

Cox, Sir John,— was appointed commander of the 
Mary, of fifty-tight guns, in 1665, after having ferved 
iviih very dillinguilhed reputation as mafter of the Royal 
Charles, in the aAion between the duke of York and 
Opdam. In the following year he was made captain of 
the Sovereign, a ^rft rate of one hundred guns. Hii 
Conduft having highly contributed to the viftory obtained 
over the Dutch, by prince Rupert and the duke of Albe- 
marle, he received trie honour of knighthood. In 16689 
on the profpeft of a rupture with France, he was made 
commander of the Charles ; and, at the commencement 
of the fecond Dutch war, was chofen, by the duke of 
York, to command th*e Prince, as his firft captain ; he 
bimfelf having hoifted the ftandard on board this (hip; an 
high compliment to fir John's gallantry, and, as will appear 
by the fequel, mod worthily paid. At the battle of Solebay 
the main body of the fleet, where the duke of York com- 
manded, was oppofed to De Ruyter, who attacked the 
prince, not fingly and (hip to fliip, but fupported by Van 
fede, another admiral, whofe name is not known, and all 
their feconds ; an odds, not only formidable but irrefifti- 
ble. This (hip was moft gallantly defended for three 
hours, by the joint efforts of himfelt and captain Gurner; 

al. 
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in Ac did oF Atttime fee was tottlfy difaklfedlftoifn fw» 
derinE any fbrtfcer fervke, as well by the damage flie re- 
ceived in th^ fight, as ty ^e death of her brave com^ 
tnander, which reifainly wa^ the heavier ml$fortUD^ 6i 
the two. 

CRABB, Jdhn, — was appoinied captain of the Eagle, 
tifft In 1665, and dgain in 1667. m \% faid, ih rhe 
fiavy lift, to have commanded the boats ac Portfmoutb ; 
but no n^ention is made as to the year« 

CRAFT, Thonaas,— commanded the Kingfiiber in 
1665, 

I/ANERJXL> Samuel, — after having been appointed 
llfeulenant of the Royal Charles in 1665, was, iii the fame 
yeaf, promoted to the Houfe of Sweden, of feventv^fix 
gun^, a prize taken from the Dutch. Ih the enfuing 
fpring he was removed into the Caftk frigate, but com- 
inanded her for a very (hort time Only. It i& not knoWb 
Wiat became of him afterwards. 

DA VIES, William,— was appointed lieutenant of the 
T)rainond in 1664; and on the i8th of April 1665, waf 
promoted to the command of the Little Unicorn, and fooa 
afterwards of the Maryland Merchant. In 1666 he wa# 
made taptaiji of the Zealand, a fourth rate. This (hif 
Wa^ the fecoad, in the van divifion of th^ white fquadron# 
la the firft, or long aftion, between the duke of Albemarte 
iind ^ Dutch, tie was, immediately after that evenly 
made comimander of the Coronation of fifty guns ; bdt 
was again quicklv removed into the Guinney. In l66S 
hfe cotnmanded tne Guernfey ; the Forefter in j66p; the 
fittj Rofe in i67i*: and, in 1672, after the fecond 
Tupture with Holland had tak^n place, was apjiointed Uf 
the Saint George, a fecond rate, as fucceflbr to captain 
J'earce, who fell in the battle 6? Solebay, In the foflow- 
itjg year he commanded the Triumph, .alfo a fecond rate^ 
btit of fuperjor force and equipment to the fornoer. On 
the 26th of^Odober 1674, he was appointed, by kin^ 
Charles, to the Forefight, On the nth of July 167^ 
he wafi made comtnander of the Cleveland yacht, an ap^ 
pointment always efteemed highly honourable to me 

^-^ ■■ ■ ■ . 4 * ■ ' '■- i ■ - . . ■ . ^ 

* While he ctimmanded this (hip he was princi paHy employed ill 
Mwoy to tjbr mtrthmt ftif« p^IBoj} ^ ami frpia d»eMfdiferr9oeaii« 
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officer on ^hom it is beftawed, as it U confidered u 
a profefllohal reward for meritorious fervice. On the 
aSih of March 1678, when a rupture with France was 
deemed more than probable, capt^ Davies, with the 
mod proper and laudable fpirit, again entered into the 
more a&ive line of employ, by taking the command of 
the Cambridge. The profped of war vanifhing, he re* 
turned, in the following year, to his old ftation of com- 
mander of the Cleveland yacht. On the 7th of Januarr 
1680, he was removed into the Catherine yacht, whicn 
he continued to command* till the i^th or May 1688, 
when he again entered into a£live fervice, by taking the 
command of the Antelope. On the 13th of the Tame 
month he was removed into the Mary, on the ift of June 
into the Deptford, and on the 13th of September into the 
Refolution. He was at lad created a rear-adiniralj 
and hoifted his flag on board the laft-mentioned fhip, as 
third in command of the fleet intended to be fent out under 
the command of lord Dartmouth, to oppofe the meditated 
invafion of the prince of Orange. As a fingular inftance 
of the di(tra£lion of kitig James's councils, and the irre* 
folution which pervaded his condud, admiral Davies held 
his new ftation one day only, being, on the 14th of Sep- 
tember, but for what reafon we know nott, fuperceded m 
his command by John lord Berkeley, of Stratton. The 
part born by him in the revolution is not particularly 
noticed ; but we may naturally infer his opinions wexcy 
to fay the leaft of him, favourable to that event, as we 
find him appointed by king William, in the month of 
July i68q, vice-admiral of the red under lord Torringtoo* 
But the French continued in port, not having yet coUeded 
their fleet in fuflScient force to render it prudent for ^em 
to oppofe fo formidable ^K^^^^ ^ that of the Englilh and 
Dutch fquadrons united, iney were, moreover, ramer inti- 
midated from naaking hafty experiments of their prowefs, 
by the ill-treatment they had experienced, when, with a 
force fo much fuperior, they bad attacked admiral Her- 
bert at Bantry Bay. The inadivity of the enemy took 
^ ■ .. . ^ - ■ ■ ■ ... .1 , , ■ ,» 

* Having been three times re-commiflioned for the fame veflcli 
on the fi3d of OQober 1681, the lil of April 168^1 tnd the lath of 
June 1687. 

t Other thu that juft given* . 

from 
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Irom admiral Davis that opportunity of diftinguiihing 
faimfelf which rarely prefems itfelf to fome, and to none 
hfs frequently than this gentleman. It is Angularly un- 
fortunate a brave man (hould pafs fo many years through 
the very drudgery of inadive tedious fervice, without once 
having it in his power to tranfmit to pofterity a charader, 
which we muft mfer, from the trufts lb frequently repofed 
in him, and the confidence entertained of his abilitieSy by 
fovereigns of oppofite principles, he certainly would have 
acquired. We feel the greateft reluf^ance, ^on occafions 
like the prefent, at being compelled to fubftitute the cold 
inanimate praife of unwearied diligence and prudence, 
for the fplendidy though, perhaps, not more valuable 
eulogium of fpirit and intrepidity. The name of admiral 
Davis does not again occur, either in the fervice, or in any 
document we have hitherto been able to procure, fo that 
we are unable to fay whether, he retired from fervice, or 
death put a period to it. 

DAVIS, William, — was made commander of the 
George, a Aiip hired from the merchants in 1665; and in 
the following year of the Guinea, a fmall fourth rate o£ 
thirty-eight guns. 

D A wES, Henry, — ^was, in i66f;, appointed captain of 
the John and Thomas of forty-eight guns, and in the fol- 
lowing year was promoted to command the Princefs* 
After havine been very fuccefsful in taking feveral very rich 
prizes: in the month of April 1667, he failed for Gotten- 
burgh, and on the 20th fell in with a Dutch fquadron of 
fcips of war off the Dogger*. Surrounded by fuch an 
hoft of foes, as his deftruclion appeared inevitable, fo his 

efcape, 
— — ■ ■ ' I 

* The Following account was given of this very fpiritcd encoanter 
in a letter written oyr captain Dawei himfelf: 

** On the fecond day after our departure from Berwick, which w^ 
on the 20th paft, we difcovercd twenty-five fail of {hips, which, upoli 
our nearer approach, about the middle of the Do^r bank, proved to 
be fcventeen fail of Rotterdam men of war, wiih two firelhips and 
fix fmicks, fleering N.N. W. the wind at S.E. About fix in the 
morning their rear admiral of fixty- four guns, attended by five frigates 
of forty-eight and fifty guns a-piece, came up with us, the rear-admiral 
feveral times attempting to lay os a»board, with ^reat cries for tho 
States of HoUand^ but received to warm a welcome that forced him to 
edge off, and keep on the weather quarter. About two in the afier* 
Doon, the admiral of feventy guns, being a good failer, gotololle under 
Vol. L M • our 
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iefcape, after having fairly fou^t his way through thcta 
all, may fervc as an encouragement to his fucceflbrs never 
to defpair. He reached Gottenburgh in fafety; and hav- 
ing refitted his (hip vt^ls on his return home, i^hen he wal 
attacked, On the coaft of Norway, by two Daniih men of 
war. He fell in the action. Thus was it the untimely 
fate of a gallant offi<?tr, who had fo recently fignaiifed 
himfelf in fuch an eminent degree againft the avowed and 
declared enemies of his country, to peri(h in a cooteft with 
the (hips of a nation with whom we were not at war. 
The atlions of this brave man, fhort as was his life, form 
a better eulogium on his chara£ler than any, which the 
moft ftudied and eleeant terms of language can contrive; 
and as a necc(rary piece of ju(tice to the memory of the 
Other valiant perfcns who fervcd under him, as well as to 
make more public a gallant adion hitherto not generally 
known, we have thought it neceffary to infert, verbatim, 
the account given of it by the officers who furvivcd •• 

DEW, Anthony, — was appointed commander of the 
Briftol in 1665. 

DICKINGSOH 

our lee-bow, and two of his fecondi onxiur weather- bow, attcispting 
to crofs our haufe, our main-iop-ina(l and inizen yard being (hot ia 
pieces, we bore up round and fought our wzy through them, flill 
Keeping them from coming a*board us. The vice-admiral, mounting 
(ixtyfix guns, being flernmoft of thp fquadron, intending then to Cra» 
our haufe, having his decks full of men ready to enter; but oar Ihip 
wearing round, we brought our broadfide to his bow, and being all 
' laden below with double and bar fliot, and above with cafe and baggs, 
our (hot did furh good execution on ttrem, that we brought his fore* 
yard to the deck and laid him by the lee: by five in the afternoon we 
got cirar of all the fleet, and fiood to the caltward, they chacing us till 
night, and then fieered on <Heir coarfe* The damage done to oar 
bull was but fmall, having not received above thirty*eight (boC) but 
our rigging and fails much torn; only four men killed and nine hurt." 
♦ " Princcfs, Mav 23, 1667. On the 17th inftant, about one 
o'clock in the aftcrnnon, we en^ agcd*two Dani(h men of war of fortf 
guns each, within fight of the coaft of Norway, where, after an hour's 
fight, captain Dawc-s, commander of the frigate, loft his left ihigh by a 
great (hot, of which he died before he could be handed down to the 
plat-form; at his expiring faying, <*_/pr God*sJake do not ykid tke Jhip 
to iAo/eJii/otPsJ" The lieutenant fuccecding in the .command, w«Si 
about half an hour alter, wounded m both Irggs, and carried down to 
the plat-form. The niafler next taking up the fword, received a mor* 
tal wound by a great flioi, whicb entering hi& back and coming out at hi) 
right ikoulder, took away with it his arm. After him, by goneral con- 
Cent, the gunner commanded ihc fhxp ; who, perceiving the Danes to 

edge 
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DICKINGSON, or DICKENSON, Samuel,— was 
appointed commander of the Golden Phoenix in 1665. 

DITTY, John.:— After having, in 1665, been ap- 
pointed lieutenant of the Charles the Fifth, a fhip taken 
from the Dutch in the aftioa with Opdam, was, towards 
thccondufion of the fame year, made coounander of the 
Hare firelhip. 

DU TIBIl, Sir John,— is faid to have been of Frendi 
extraction, and a knight of Malta. He was appointed 
commander of the Fountain, and Jerfey, fucceffivelv in 
1665 ; and, in the year 1671, of a galley in the Straights: 
this corroborates, in a great meafure, the idea 01 his 
Maltefe honour. 

EARLE, John, — was appointed lieutenant of the 
Rainbow in 1664; in the following year he was pro*- 
nioted to the command of the Royal George ; and, in 
1666, was removed into the Nightingale. In the Sum* 
mer of this year he much diflinguiihed himfelf in an 
engagemeat with a large Dutch privateer of thirty-eight 
or fortv guns, but having loft his topmaft he was unable 
to purlue an enemy in em8t vanquilned. In the month 
of December following he was one of the captains under 
the orders of commodore Robinfon, at the time he fell in 
•with the five Dutch men of war off the Texel, three of 
which were captured. From this time no further parti- 
culars relative to this gentleman are know-n, till the year - 
1668, when, on the expedation of a war with France, he 
was appointed to command the Tyger. The time of his 
death is uncertain; but he never had any command after 
that of the Tyecr. 

EVATT, Philip,— after having commanded dieCaftle 
frigate in 1665, in the following year ferved as lieutenant 
of the Lyon, and afterwards of the Royal James. 

'■■i.». I ■ II I I I ■ m i . I I II II ■ 111 ll^ai.— — » 

edge from us, ordered the helm to be put hard a-weather, until he 
came up to them within piftol-fliot, where, for three hours fpace, w^ 
lay battering each other till the Danes growing weary of the fight, 
fiood away to their own fliore. The next morning we were in rcadi« 
nefs to receive the Danes, who were to ^ndward ofus, and had as well 
the advantage of the wind, as the current to alTault us, but would not 
ftuempi ]t» though we fired a gun bv way of defiance ; fo that feeing 
the Danes had weighed, and made u(e of the wind to get into the found 
—not haviog above four day's provifion left we bore up for England, 
tod this day came to an anchor at the buoy of the Nore." 
* Vide the Life of fir Robert Robinfon, 

M 2 EVELYN, 
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EVELYN, Chriftophcr,— commanded the Wivehhtfe 
ketch in 1665. 

FARRINES, Henry, — ^was, at the fame time, made a 
captain of the Harwich hoy. 

FLA WES, William, — was made captain of the Grey- 
hound firefliip in 1665. In the month of June 1666, ne 
fucceeded fir Robert Holmes in the command of the 
Defiance. This was only a temporary appointment, for, 
in a few da;^8 afterwards, he was fuperceded by captain, 
afterwards fir John Kempthorn, who hoifttd his flag on 
board that (hip as rear*admiral of the blue, fo that captain 
Flawes was rc;moved from thence into the Mary firefliip. 
On the night of the 24th of July following, being the eve 
of the very fignal defeat given to the DuKh by prince 
Kupert and the duke of Albemarle : the Mary received 
fo much- damage in a thunder dorm, as to be obliged to 
put into Harwich to refit ; confequently, to misfortune 
alone, is to be attributed his not partaking of the honour 
generally acquired by that gk>rious event. In 1667 be 
was removed into the Jacob firefhip. After he had left 
this (hip, which he did at the conclu(ion of the war, he 
was hot called again into fervice till the year 1670, when 
he was made lieutenant of the London. He was very 
ibon afterwards made commander of the Francis firelhip ; 
and in the following year. 2671, was removed into the 
Quaker ketch. On the ad of May, 1676, he was ap- 
pointed, by king Charles, commander of the Profperous 
pink, an armed veffel, hired from the merchants, by the 
duke of York and feven other noblemen and gentlemen, 
for the voyage, the objeft of which was to atte^hpt a dif* 
covery of a N. E. paffage to China, and Japan. Captain 
Flawes failed from the Thames on the 28th of May, in 
company with the Speedwell, commanded by captain 
Woodt who firil proiede'd the undertaking. On the 
a9th of June, being then in latitude 74® 40'^ the Prof- 
perous, about eleven at night, difcovered the land, which 
was at firft taken for an ifland of ice, on her weather bow, 
and having made the negeflary lignal to her con fort, wore 
round and efcaped the danger. The Profperous conti- 
nued her courfe, not doubting but that the Speedwell had 
been equally fortunate. Finding, however, Ihe did not 
join her for two or three days, and apprehending fome 
accident;^ captain Flawes refolved to beat back again in 

fearch 



Digitized by 



Google 



KAVA1. OFFICSAS OV GRtAT BKITAIN, 165 

ftardi of hiy. His refdutipn was prudent, as it was 
fortunate; for on the 8th of July he perceived a fignal 
made from the fhore, oppofite. to where he had feen the 
breakers ; and on fending his boat in, found there the 
crew of the Speedwell, that Ihip having gone a-fhore 
almoft on the inllant flie w^s firft acquainted with her 
perilous fituation. This difader naturally put a (lop to 
the voyage, and after having taken the crew of 
the Speedwell on board, captain Flawes arrived fafc in the 
Thames on the a3d of Auguft. On the 4th of April 
1677, he was made cpptain of the Mermaid; and on the 
i8th of September following was removed into the 
Falcon. Nothing; further relative to him is knoi^n. 

GODFREY, ^Villiam,— was fucceflivcly appointed 
to the Eagle, the Satisfadion, and the Marmaduke, all in 
the year 1665 ; in the following year he was made captain 
of the Crown. He did not re-enter the fervice, after 
quitting this (hip, till the year 1673, when he was made 
fecond lieutenant of the Unicorn. 

GOODLAD, Richard, — was captain, firft of the 
Pembroke, and fecondly of the Forefight, both in the 
year 1665. 

GRANT, Jafper, — ^was made commander of the Mer- 
maid in the year 1665, and was foon afterwards removed 
into the Saphire. In the month of February he remark- 
ablv fignalized himfelf, in a mod fpirited a6^ion, with two 
Dutch men- of war •. In the month of April, in company 
with the Dartmouth and Little Gift, he captured three 
Dutch merchant, men off the coaft of Ireland, one of them 
mounting thirty, another twenty, and the third eighteen 
guns ; and, in a few days afterwards, took a Flufliing 
privateer which had long infeftcd the coail. It is highly 
irkfome to be obliged to conclude the life of an officer, 
efpecially of one who had behaved fo adively and fpirit- 
edly in the former part of his life, with any circummince 
refleding on him the fmalleft degree of diLredit. But we 

— I ■ t. !■ ,.11 I I » - ' 

* The following account .is given of it in a letter from Plymouth, 
dated Feb. the 95th. ** The Saphiie met with two Holland men of war 
with whom he fought near half the day. one of them being of forty*two 
guns, the other o? thirty-fix, both well -manned ; and had not feul 
weather come on, which made his lower tier ufekls, be bad doubdclk 
given a good account of one or both.** 

M3 find 



Digitized by 



Google 



%£6 trvES AmelTciiAitiiCTEits o? 

find thtt, after having been appointed to the Rcfervie in 
1672, he was difmifled the fervice in 1673-4 by the fcn- 
tence of a court-nfiartial, but on account of what particu- 
lar delinquency does not appear. 

GUY, Thomas, — ^was appointed comoiander of the 
Oxford in 1665 : he was removed the following yew into 
the AiTurance, a fmall fourth rate of thirty-eight guns, 
this (hip being one of thofe put under the command of fir 
Robext Holmes, for the attack of the Dutch fleet lying 
within the iflands of Ulie and Schelling. Captain Guy 
commanded one of the companies landoi for the purpo^ 
of dedroying the town of Bandaris, and having acquitted 
himfelf in this fervice with a confiderable degree of credit^ 
he was. immediately afterwards promoted to command 
the Portfmcuth of forty. four guns. Jn 1670 he was 
made commander of the Henrietta yacht ; and, at the 
commencement of the Dutch war, was removed into 
the Portland : in a very fhort time he returned to his 
old ihip the Henrietta. In 1673 he was promoted to 
command the St. Michael; but foon went back, for the 
third time, to the Henrietta. This was the wfy veflel 
loft by the Englifli in the aStion between prince Rupert 
and the Dutch, in the month of Auguft following, though 
by the Dutch accounts ihe is converted into a large man 
of war of feventy guns. On the 15th of April 1074 he 
was made commander of the Portimouth yacht by king 
Charles. After this he did not ferve. • 

HARWOOD, Thomas, — was appointed lieutenant of 
the Henry in 1664, and in 1665 was made commander of 
the Return. In the following fpring hp fervat under the 
brave fir George Ayfcough as lieutenant of the Prince. 
The fate of this (hip has already been related in the life 
of her commander. In 1667 he was made captain of 
the Drake. Peace with Holland being concluded^ he 
was not called again into fervice till the year 1672, when 
he was made fecond captain of the St. Andrew of fixty- 
fix guns, on board which fhip rear-admiral Kempthorne 
hoifted his flag. He fcrved in this ftation at the battle of 
Solebay ; but we have not been able to learn any thing 
farther relative to him after this period. 

HA WARD, Charles, — was a man whole fingular gal- 
lantry deferves, provided the account given of it is not 
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in>ndeiJ«iUy ex^^erated, to be raoked aiBongft ttiof^ 
heroes, whofe very confpicuGus actions have entitled them 
to their countries higheft veneration *. The bed proof 
we can give of impartiality, as well as our- attention t# 
truths is, to infert the account of this aAion as publifbed 
by the authority of government !• His gallaniry pro- 
cured him the a^dmirsCtion of his enemies, and his almoft 
immediate difcharge from captivity; and returnilig t9 
England in the luring following, was foon after appointed 
conunander of the Ouaidland. In the middle of the 
month of March 1666-7^ he captured, after a very obfth- 
nat^ defence on the .part of the enemy, a JDutdi (hip bou/id 
from RxKhelle to Amilerdam. He had hardly taken pofr 
■ ■ '■ <■» » % ■■ ■■■ ■» , ■ I.... .. ■■ I ■ , ,1 / 

* He wat a))f>oione3d commander of the Merii'n yacht th 1665*-; 
sad, having a convoy noder hit protf don. was attacked by a .fqua- 
dron of five Dutch men of war, be defended himrcif-To^allamly ihaf 
he gave the merchant Oiips, under his protcOton, fufBcieni time tp 
cfcape; and did not himfelf furrender till his oKfi were nearly ail 
killed, or wounded. 

+ Gazette, No t. Nov igtb, f66.5i — ** Upon the 13th pafl it 
happened that certaia vidaaJlerc, ioiciviei) for Tangier, ooder (fcr 
convoy of the Merlin frigate, captain haward compiander, (the fame 
that fomc months fince, in a fmall weft country veflcl, with eight 
men and a boy, fo bravely maOcrcd the Turkey man of war) to whorri 
feveral mecchaDt-Oiips, to the number of fixteen' or feventee», ha^ 
joined themfelvca. Patting with the Fox friaaie, end a merchantman, 
bound for Sallee on a particular defign* atid at the-expence of a prir 
vate merchant, off Cape Sparicl : the mrrchanf, now, as their cuHom it, 
faloting thofe two at their going off for Sallee, gave notice ro five 
Dutch men of war already under fail before the bay of Cadiz, the 
admiral of fifty-fix gunft> one of forty-four, and one of forty, and two 
of three guna each, who having the wind at N> W. were prefenriy np 
with ours- The Merlin was the hcadmoil,and perceived not iheDotch, 
who came in the flcrn (ic fcems) till they had pofTeffcd themfelves of 
two viQuallers and one merchant-m;in, bound to Leghorn, captain 
Allen commander; he immediately tacked about, and fo mauled ihem 
for four hours, that our whole fleet had time toefcape into the bay of 
Tangier. Having received feveral (hota, under hit roafls, and tackling 
much maimed, and perceiving ihc hcadmoft of the Dutch (hips, th^ 
Charles, a (hip of forty fou» guns, who had done him the moft miC 
chief, to be making after our ilecr, and that (he wdnK) inevitably take 
them all, he frankly ran himfelf aboard her^ where he fought a foil 
hour board and board ; till at length the captain, being (hot through 
tbe (houlder with a mu(ket bullet, aud grazed aijroft the forehead with 
another, having now fcen all his men, fave eiji^At, fall dead or defpe« 
ratcly wounded by his fide, at laft was brought to yield, and was car* 
rled into Cadis, where be is faid to be in a fair way of recovery.** 
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leffion of his prize, when a French man of war of fifty gum . 
came in fight. Captain Haward, with that intrepidity 
which appears to have ever marked his charader, did 
iK)t dechne the conteft ; but having haftily fitted up his 
prize as a firelhip, lay refolutely to, cxpefting his enemy, 
who was nearly double his force. /I'he French captain 
wifely refleSing on the confequences that would attend 
attaching a man of fuch refolution, even though the con* 
teft might prove ultimately fuccefsful, having fccn his 
difpofition, bore away and left his antajgoiiift to carry off 
his prize at leifure. We have been able to learn no fur- 
ther particulars relative to this gentleman; except that he 
did hot ferve after he quitted the command of the Guardland, 
which he did at the conclufion of the war, till- the year 
^^iy when he was made Ueutinant of the Affiftaace! ' 

HAWARD, Thomas, — having betn appointed lieu* 
tenant of the Mary in 1 664, was mide Commander of the 
Prudent Mary in 1665. He was one of the ill-fated vic- 
tims to the unfortunate attack on Berghen. 

HENDRA* Thomas,«-*comman<fed the Eagle, ^ (hip 
of war hired from the merchants In the year 1665. 

HILL, Nicholas,— was made commander of the Mon- 
mouth yacht in 1665, of the Spy ihallop in x663, and of 
the Sandadoes and £aglett ketch fucceflively in ^669. 

HOOPER, Robert, — after having commanded the 
Harpe in 1665, ferved as lieutenant of the Spy ihallop in 
1667, the Rupert in 1671, and the Revenge in the fol« 
lowing year. 

HUBBARD, John, — commanded the Return, the 
Heiverfome, and Lyon, in fucceflion, during th% year 
1665 ; in 1 666 he was made captain of the Royal Charles, 
the (hip on board which the joint commanders-in-chief, 
prince Rupert and the duke of Albemarle, hoifted the 
uandard. The very confpicuous fhare bom by this (hip 
in the viAory obtained over the Dutch, may naturally be 
inferred from the known aSive mtrepidity of thofe two 
great men. And while their extcnfive minds were en* 
gaged in arranging and manoeuvring the fleet under their 
command, furely no fmall degree of merit ought to be 
attributed to the captain of the fliip in which they fought, 
who by his condu A and gallantry enabled them to transfer 
th^ir attention from an individual objed to the weightier 
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^Tt of their charge. It is fkid in the account publiAed 
tv authority, that ** few ihips need repairing except the 
Royal Charles, who, indeed, bears honourable marks of 
that day's dangers.'.' The foHowtne year he removed into 
the Rupert ; and in 1668 commanded, in fucceflion, the 
Plymouth, the Milford, and the Affiftance. Sailing for . 
the Strei^hts foon after his appointment to the latter ftip, 
he was killed in afiion with fome Algerine corfairs to* 
tvards the end of that year. 

JOHNSON, Francis,— -was appointed captain of the 
King Ferdinand© in 1665, 

' JONES, Roger,— -is known only as having commanded 
the Cyenet in 1665. • • 

JUXON, Charles, — was, in all probability, fon of the 
wdKknown biftop of London who attended king Charles 
the Firft on the fcaftold, and was, after the refloration, 
made archbifhop of Canterbury. He was made lieute- 
nant of the Mary rofe in 1662, and of the Swallow in 
1664. In 1665 he was appointed captain of the Land of 
Promife. In 1666 he commanded the Paul firefliip, 
which was fuccefsfully expended againft the Ehitch in 
the following year, wnen they attempted to force their 
way up the Thames. He was, after the lofs of this fhip, 
appointed commander of the Golden Heai^. In the year 
1671 he was made captain of the Little FVands firefnip^ 
He never had aAy command afterwardS| nor are any fur- 
ther particulars known relative to him. 

KELSEY, John, — ^was made commander of the Little 
Unicorn firefhip in 1665 ; early in the following year he 
was removed into the Gift nreihip, and foon afters- 
wards was appointed captain of the Loyal London, under 
fir Jeremiah Smith admiral of the blue ; he was afterwards 
removed into the Conftant John firefhip. In 1669 he 
commanded the Fanfan yacht i in 1671 the Hardareen 
firefhip ; in 1672 the Rachell firefhip ; and the Friend- ' 
fliip, alio a firefhip, in 1673. We have been able to 
colleA nothing farther. 

KEMFFHORNE, William,— probably a fon of fir 
John Kempthome*$, was made lieutenant of the Dunkirk 
in (664; captain of the Refolution, and afterwards of the 
Martin, in 1665; and, laflly, of the Richmond, in 1666. 
>Ve have fopne reafon to imagine he died foon afterwards. 
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, LANGLEY, .Thpnaasy'^wMy i* 1665,; pkfffn%tt4 

ca{)t»iiL of the Colcbeftcr ketch i axid^ at the commenced 
i:Qeat of the Dutch war, met with tolerable fuccefs if| 
dUdrefling the eneipy's cocnmcroe. .In 1666 be cqixk* 
xnanded, firfl the Lilly*, and fecondljr the Roe ketch ^ and 
ia.thc following year the True Loive. 

LASS£JLS> Ealph, — in the year 1^65^ cammanded the 
Society an hired ihip of war; and, in 1666, the George^ 
a ibip of the fame defcription. He was, in the courfe of 
tbe tame year, promoted to the Referve. During the in- 
terval between the iirfl and fecond Dutch wars he appeaH 
to have lived in retirement; but io th& year 167a was a^ 
pointed, by p^riiice Rupert, to command the AiFurance: ii> 
the following year he was removed into the Yarmouth; 
and on the Qth of March 1674., was appointed, by king 
Charles the oecond, to command the Guardland* 

LAWSON , Thomas,— is to be remembered only zs 
Itavinp commanded a fiiip called the Coafi in 1665. 

L££.> William,— is to be remarked as never havings 
through a naval fervice of fome years continuance, com* 
manded a veifel of any other deicription than a firelhip* 
In 1665 lie commanded the Fortune, the Paul in the fol- 
lowing year, and at the commencement of the fecond 
Dutch wac» in 1672, the Olive Branch. 

LEGAT> Thomas, — was appointed captain of the 
Fountain in i665» In the beginning of the firft Dutch 
war he was particularly a<SI:ive and fuccefsful in dillrefling 
the enemy^s commerce, having captured feveral of their 
vcflTels, and deflroyed a much greater number. He was 
appointed to the Norwich in 1670, and to thcNonfuch i» 
1672. 

IrlDDELL, George, — was the fifth fon of fir Thomas 
LidUell, of Ravenfworth, in the county of Durham* In 
i66i he ferved as lieutenant, firft of the AlVurance, and 
afterwards of the Monk* In 1664. he was made lieute- 
nant of the Hampfhire ; and, on the rupture with Holland 
in the fame year, commander of the Hare firelhip. I n the 
year 1666 he was promoted to the Roebuck. He continued 
to command this mip feveral years, for we find him captain 

* Employed at a cruifcr to watch the motions of the Dutch fleet, 
U which iccvicc he was very alert. Vide Gaa. No. 66. 
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of her on the MediterrJmean ftation in the year 1671. 
This is the lateft account we have been able to obtain ^ 

htm. 

LIGHT FOOTy John, — ^wa« appointed captain of the 
Speedwell in 1665, and met with confideraUe fuccefs at 
• the beginning of tlie Dutch war, in attacking the enemj'a 
commerce. In the following year he was promoted, by 
prince Rupert and the duke of Albemarle, to the com* 
mand of the Elizabeth of forty guns. He was lent to 
America ; and having loft his (hip in the Chefapeak, was: 
tried on board the Catherine yacht in the month of De- 
cember following* His negligence being too apparent, 
he was fentenced to be imprifoned, in the marihaliea, for 
twelve months, and was declared incapable of ever after- 
wards holdine a command in Ae navy. 

LINDSEY, Michael, — ^aftcr having ferved as lieute* 
nant of the Conilant Warwick in 1601, was, in 1665, 
appointed captain of the Welcome. 

jLOCKE, James, — ^was appointed captain of the Roe 
ketch in 1665. We find notning more memorable of this 
gentleman, than his having captured, in the month of 
>farch following, a fmall Dutch privateer, that had in* 
fefted our coaft for fome time. 

LOCKE, Thomas, — commanded the Giles ketch in 
the fame year, and is otherwife unknown to us. 

MARTIN, William, — ^was made commander of the 
Colchef^er ketch in 1665, and in the following year wat 
promoted to an hired ihip of war of fifty euns, called the 
Ea/i India London. He was one of thoie brave but un- 
fortunate vidims, who contributed to purchafe with their 
lives, the great vidory gained over the Dutch on the a5th 
jof July following. 

MAY, Richard, — ^was firft made commander of the 
Satisfaction, an hired (hip of war, and afterwards of the 
Helverfome [a Dutch prize) and the Clove Tree, fuccef- 
fively, in the year 1665. The Clove Tree being one of 
the (hips put under the command of fir Chriftopher 
Myngs, for the purpofe of convoying home the homeward* 
bound fleet from Hamburgh, captain Mav was detached 
by the admiral up the Elbe, to announce nis arrival and. 
^ colIc6l the ihips. His diligence on this fervice procured 
him, on his return, the command of the Gloucefler of 
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fifty-eight guns. He commanded her during the two 
adsons between the Englilh and Dutch fleets^ which took 
place in the courfe of that year. On the profpeS of a 
rupxmc with France he was appointed to the Dragon, 
jbH foon afterwards fent to the btreights tinder the com* 
mand'of fir Thomas Ailen. He appears to have retired 
£rona the fervice for a confiderable time, but for what 
feafon we are unacquainted. He had no other command till 
the i8th of Novenvber 1682, when he was appointed, by 
the commiflioners for executing the office of lord high 
a^iira^, captain of the Ruby. Nothing farther it 
known of him. 

MOORE, }ohn, — was appointed commander of the 
Goem&y in 1665. He was not called again into fervice 
till the year 1679, when ift rapidly moved, in the fame 
year, through the command ot the Hope, the Sandwich, 
ti)& Dutchefs, the Breda, and the Harwich. Nothing 
farther is known of him. 

MORGAN, Waltcf, --commanded the Pearl of Biif- 
tol, moil probably an hired fhip of war, in 1665. 

NEALE, Richard, — was appointed lieutenant of the 
Blackniore hij-ed (hip of war io 1665, and was in the 
fame year made commander of her. 

NORBROOKE, John, — was made commander of 
the Madeira hired ihip of war at the fame time, 

OBRYAN, Charles, — was made lieutenant of the Jcr- 
fey, and afterwards fecond lieutenant of the Royal Charles 
ia 1665. After the adion between the fleet under the 
command of the duke c f York, and that under the Dutch 
admiral Opdam, he was made commander of the Weft 
Friezland, a (hip taken from the Dutch. In 1666 he 
was appointed, by prince Rupert and the duke of Albe- 
' marie, captain of the Advice of forty-eight guns, and 
fcrvtd in. the adion of the 25th of July, which was fo 
deciGve on the part of the EngKih, as one of the feconds 
to fir Edward Spragge. In 1668 he was appointed 
commander of the Leopard of fifty- lix guns, and fent to 
Sii^yrna for the purpole of conveying thither fir Daniel 
Harvey, ambaflkdor from Charles the Second to the Porte. 
He does not appear to have had any command afterwards. 

OSGOOD, Henry, — was appointed commander of 
tlic Fox in 1665, and tent tu the $tieights. In the mpnth 
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of February 1665-6, he rcfolutely attempted to, cut out a 
large (hip laying under the guns of the moorifh caftle at 
Arzilla, and after an adion of eight hours continuance 
cffefted his purpofe, having killed a very confiderable 
number 6f the Moors, with the lofs of only one man, 
flain, on board his own (hip. He failed afterwards 
for Lisbon, from whence he returned to England 
in the month of March with a convoy. Nothing further 
relative to this gentleman has come to our knowledge. 

PAINE, Jofeph, — ^vi^as made c\>mnTander of the Bryer 
fire(hip in ,1665, of the Bnll in 1666, and laftly of the 
Blacknofe in 1667. He commanded this lad fhip at the 
time the attack was made upon the Dutch in the river 
Thames, by fir Edward Spragge, and behaved fo very un- 
like an officer at that junSure, that he was fentenced bj 
a court-martial, held on board one of the yachts on the 
iith of November following, " to be fent on board the 
Viftory prize at Deptford on the i8tft of the fame month, 
where he was to have a halter put about his neck, and a 
wooden fword broken over his head ; he was then to be 
towed through the water at a boat's ftern, from the (hip 
to Deptford dock, a drum beating all the time in the boat, 
and to be rendered incapable in future of any fOrther 
command." A puni(hment, fevere as it may appear, 
barely adequate to delinquency at fo important a crifis. 

PEACH, William, — ^was appointed commander of the 
True Love in 1665, ^^^ ^^^ Itationed in the North Sea 
as convoy to our coafters and coal (hips, as well as to pre* 
vent any other depredations from being committed by the 
enemies fmall privateers. In this fervice he was very 
alert and fortunate. In the year 1667 he was removed 
into the Succefs; and the peace with Holland taking place 
atmoft immediately afterwards, he quitted the command 
of this (hip and did not again enter into the fervice. 

PEARCE, Mark, — was made commander of the 
Deptford ketch in 1665 ; in the month of -July 1666 he 
had the good fortune to capture a very large and valuable 

Erize from Brouage in France, and on the 4th of Fe- 
ruary following, a fecond. This conqueft was fo gal- 
lantly atchieved as to merit a particular relation, trivial 
as i: may appear when compared to the great fcale of 
nav^ contefts. The Deptford ketch mounted ten 
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foiall guns^ and captain Pearce having paflcd through the 
Needles on the 3d of February, ftood over to the coaft of 
France. At one o'clock on the neat day he difcovered 
four iail> the headmoft of which, about two hours after* 
wards, appeared to be in chace of him. Captain Pearce, 
teins to windward) immediately Itood towards them, upon 
which two of them, a pink and a galliot, bore away, and 
the two which remained hoifted French colours and laid 
to. One of them was a merchant (hip, frigate^built, of 
four hundred tons, mounting fix guns, and freighted on 
the king's account : the other a veflel of war, of eight 
£uns and fifty^fix men, fent by the duke de Beaufort, the 
French admiral, as convoy to the fleet of merchant vefleis 
from Havre de Grace. Captain Pearce refolutely bore 
up to them till he came within mufket fliot ; they, confid- 
ing in their fuperiority, refolutely laid to in a line to receive 
him. After the a&ion had continued for an hour and an 
half, the floop of war, weary of the conteft, bore away, 
leaving the merchant fhip^ which immediately ftruck, a 
prey to captain Pearce. After having taken poiTeifion of 
nis prize, he immediately jpurfued the (loop of war, which 
ftanding in between the ifle of Alderney and the Caikets, 
and the night being very dark, experienced that fafety 
from her flight, which flie had vainly expeded from her 
prowefs. Captain Pearce having rejoined his prize* 
which had received confiderable damage in the adion, 
arrived fafe at Dartmouth on the 8th, having had only 
one man killed, and himfelf, with a few of his people 
wounded, in the adion. Whether he died foon after- 
wards, or retired, we know not ; but he appears never to 
have commanded any other veflel. 

PEARCE, Vincent, — after fervine as lieutenant of the 
Adventure in 1664, was, in the following year, made 
commander of the Bryer firefhip; and in the month of 
Auguft was unfortunately killed in the attack nude on the 
Dutch (hips at Berghen. 

PERRYMAN, John, — was made commander of the 
Swallow hired (hip of war in 1665, and in 1667 of the 
Oflridge firefhip. In 1669 he was appointed captain of 
the Grafton, the Eflcx, the Burford, and the ICent, in 
fucceifion. From this time he had no command till the 
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jear i6Bb, whon he vris made captain, firft tof i^ Eidei^ 
mui afterwards of the SofFoIk. 

PHENN Y, John, — was made conmiander of -rfw 
Swallow ketch in 1665, and of the Speedwell in the fol*- 
lowing year. 

POOLEl, Richard, — was appointed captain of die 
Drake in 1665; amd was remaricably (bocefsful in cap*- 
turing a number of French velfels in the Channd imm^ 
diately after the declaration of war againft France, as wdl 
as Holland^ in the Tame year. 

RAINSTONE, John, — is known only its having 
commanded the Saint Peter in 1 665. 

RILEY, Charies, — after being appointed lientenam 
of the Mary in 1665, was in the iame year made 
commander of the Hope prise. 

ROBERTS, George,— commanded the Wood Mer- 
chant in 1665, and the Unity prize in 1672. 

ROOME COYLE, Thomas, — was appointed lieiitB* 
lUiQt of the Bendi(h in 1664, and in the following year 
was promoted to the command of the fame ihip : he re*^ 
moved in a fhort time into the Gninea, a fourth rate of 
thirty-eight guns ; in the year 1666 he was promoted to 
the Dragon, a fourth rate alfo, but in a ftate of iuperior 
eouipment. He was one of the fecon^s to fir Thomas 
Allen, admiral of the white at the time that fquadioQ 
joined the duke of Albemarle, and turned the Icale of 
vi&ory, after he had been fo feverely prefled by the Dutch 
for the two firft days of the long engagement, in the 
month of June* His gallant behaviour on that occafiom 
procured him the command of the Montague, a third late. 
He was not again employed till the commencement of 
the (econd Dutch war m 167a, when he was appointed 
to the Ruby of fifty-four guns, which had been fome yeai^i 
before taken from the French by fir T. Allen. On the 
17th of Odober 1677, he was made captain of the 
Phoenix and fent to the Mediterranoaii. He continued 
on that ftation till the year 1679, when having been, oia 
the 12th of April, appointed, by admiral Herbert, com^ 
mander of the Royal Oak, he was ftnt home with a con- 
voy. On the 29th of July 1682, he was made captain of 
the Spanilh Merchant; and, on the ttth of June 1685, 
was apjJuirited, by king James^ to command the Crown. 

He 
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He continued captsdn of her till the 14th of Auffuft i6S6^ 
inrhcn he was fuperceded by captain Nevill. As he was 
not in adual fervice at the time of the revolution, the part 
born by him in that great event could not have been greater 
than what fell to his lot as a private individual. That 
he was heartily attached to the cauie of freedom and hit 
countrvy that he was ever repatcd 'firm and fteadfaft in 
their caufe, may be naturally concluded from his lunring 
been, on the 25th of March 1689, appointed commander 
of the Nonfuchy a frigate of thirty-iix guns* He did not 
long enjoy his newappbintnvent, being killed oflFGuern* 
fey, on the 1 2th of Ma v following, in an adion with two 
French frigates, one o! thirty guns the other of fixteen 
and fix patteraroes, ending gallantly a life, that had been 
lone afliduoufly employed^ in the fervice of his country. 

SADD, Simon, — ferved as lieutenant of the Royal 
James in the year 1660, of the Crown in 1661, the oa- 
phire in 1662, the John and Catherine in. 1664, and the 
Zealand in 1665. He was rn the fame year made com«> 
mander of the John and Catherine. 

SANDERS, Francis, — ^wasappoi nted commande r of t ha 
Conftant Catherine in 1665, and of the Swecpftakes in the 
fame year. 

SANDERS, Jofeph, — ^was, in the year 1665^ nnada 
commander of the John and Abigail, an hired (hip of 
war. At the very commencement of the adUon between 
the duke of York and Opdam, not being able to weather 
the Dutch fleet which was then engaged. with the £ng)i(h 
an the contrary tack, he formed the gallant though defperate 
refblution of pafling on to leeward *, and running the 
gantlope through the fire of as many of their ihips as 
could bring their guns to bear on him. His daring at- 
tempt met witli its merited fuccefs. After having re- 
ceived broadlides. from anumber of the enemy's ihips, and 
in particular firom Opdam hisnfeif, and his vice-admiral, 
he rejoined his awn fleet, though not without confiderable 

'* He vraj fhe in6re induced to take this fiep from the misfortune 
Hvbich had joft before befallen the Cbarity, a Qap of fifry-fix gnnt 
taken from the Dutch dunng the protectorate.' She fell into the 
Dutch fleet, not being able to keep her wind, at the hmc time cap* 
tain Sanders did. In the hope of faving herfcif, (he tacked, and before 
Ihe coahi get about, yns furroanded and taken, 
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lofs of ineri and much damage to bis (kip. This v^ 
confpicuous aft of gallantry procured him^ immediately 
afterwards, the command of the Guinea, a fmaU fourtn 
rate ; and, early in the enfuing fpring^ that of the Breda 
of forty-eight guns. He commanded this (hip during the 
long engagement between the duke of Albemarle (to 
whole fucconr prince Rupert came up after the fight had 
continued two days) and de Ruyter: and, in the fignal 
vidory cfctained by the fame commanders over the fame 
antagonift, on the 25^1 of July followinc;, he was 
wounded in the leg by a muflcet fliot; of which wound, 
though it was thougnt only of trivial confequence, he 
unhappily died a very few days afterwards. 

SANDERS, Robert, — probably the brother of the 
feiegoing, was appointed commander of the Loyal Nfer- 
duint, an hired Inipof war, in 1665: and, moft probably 
as a reward for his bravery in the long a£lion between the 
duke of Albemarle and the Dutch in June 1666, was 
^moted to the Cormiation, a fourth rate of fifty guns. 
Towards the end of the year he was removed into the St. 
Patrick, and was kilted on the 5th of February following 
in an adion with two Dutch men of war. The following 
ia an authentic account given of the action, in a letter 
from Deal, dated February die 6th. ^* Yefterday in the 
scftemoon the St. Patrick, with a firefliip in her company, 
difcovered two Dutch men of war off the North Foreland, 
whom he refolving to encounter, took what men could be 
fpared out of the firefhip, and though yet but half manned 
made boldly up to the enemy, with whom he exchanged 
feveral broadfides, and coming up with the biggeft of the 
Dutch fhips valiantly boarded her*, expelling the arri* 
val of the firefliip to have laid the other a-board : but the 
fireihipt» difheartened through her want of men> left the 
St. Patrick to the hazard of an imequal combat ; upon 
which, the other Dutch (hip boarding him on the other 
fide, and both together much overpowering him in num* 
her, after fome hours hot difpute took him. The firefhip 
efcaped into the Downs." 

* The Maliga Merchant, commMided by captain Ceelcy, was alio 
ia company and deferted the St. Patrick. Capuin Ceeley wat tried 
for (hit olTcnce, and coademned ^ be ibor. See hit Life* page 157. 

f The commander of her wat tried, but hit fentence it not known. 

Vol. I. N SEALE, 
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SEALE, or SAYLE, William,— is faid, in the iwivy 
lift, to have commanded the Spread Eagle, and Samoel, 
fireftiips, in 1665, and the Malaga Merchant in 1666. 
He is certainly the fame perfon whofelife has been already 
given under the name of Ceelcjr. In the year 1667 the 
Bahama iflands, and particularly that of Providence, were 
difcovered by a captam William Sayle*; bvt he does not 
appear to have been an officer in the navy. 

SEAMAN, Edward, — commanded the Cei^rion in 
1665, and was foon afterwards removed into the Old 
James. 

• SILVER, John,— after having ferved as lieutenant' 
of the Mary in 1665, was, toward the end of the fame 
year, appointed captain of the Black Eagle by the duke of 
AlbemaiJe, who a£ted as pro lord high*admiral during 
the time the duke of York was on board the fleet. In the 
following yjcar he was promoted to the Kent, and com- 
manded her during the two great adtons which tock ^ace 
in that yeart* Ht had no command afterwards. 

SKELTON, John, -^ was appointed commander of 
the Sorlings in 1665 j: ; but does not appear to have had 
any other naval command* 

STEWARD, Francis, — ^was made commander of the 
Happy Entrance, and afterwards of the Sanda Maria^ 
both 4n the year 1665. He had the charge of a very 
valuable fleet from Hull in the month of February, and 
with the greateft diligence and fuccefs convoyed it fafely, 



* Lcdiard, page S9^. 

f He is faid, in fome accounts, to have commanded one of the 
Company's, ander fir Robert Holmes, at the auack of the HIands 
of Ulie and Schelling. 

} We find a gentleman of the fame name, deputy-governor of 
Plymouth in the year 167)1;. and we are, iu fome degree, induced to 
believe him the fame perfon ; as we find, in the duke of York's Me^ 
muirs, an order from the lord high admiral, tojir John SktUon^ autho- 
riling him'to take on himfelf the charge of fuperi'niending all his ma* 
jefty*s fhipi on the wefiern fladon, fo that there ihould be nonnoecef- 
fary delay ufed whenever they (hould come into port to rcftt. He 
had further powers given him, to order (ucb fhips as he judged proper 
to fail as convoys; and, in Ihort, was authorifcd to aB, on all occa- 
(ions, as comniander-in^hief on that ftation. It is therefore moft 
probable he was the naval officer above-named, who had obtained 
liiat appointment through the duke of York's imereft. 

2 not- 
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hotwkiiflanding the fea was at that time almoft covered 
With Dutch cruifcrs. In the following year* he was re- 
moved into the Golden Phoenix. 

STEWARD, John, — was made lieutenant oif the 
London in 1664, and the Prince in the following year. 
In a very fliort timt afterwards he was appointed to 
command the Bear. 

STRICKLAND, Sir Ilogef,— after having lervcd as 
lieutenant of the Saphire in 1661, the Crown in 1662, 
and the Providence in 1663, was in 1665 raifed to the 
command of the Hamborough Merchant, ^nd fodn after- 
wards removed into the Rainbow f early iA the enfu- 
ing faring he was again retnoved into the Sanda Maria 
of forty-eight guns. He commanded this (hip during 
the remainder of the Dutch war, and Was prefeiit at both 
the great actions which took place in the year i666. 
The early part of this gentleman *i naval fervice is not 
graced with any exploit or anecdote fufliCiently memor* 
able to merit recording, or relating. We have nothing to 
Infert but a dull repetition of promotions and removals*, 
till the battle of Solebay ; at which period we find him 
commanding the Plymouth, a (hip to which he had been 
jufl before appointed. The Henry, commanded by cap- 
tain Digby> having fallen into the hands of the enemy 
after her commander was killed, Was re-taken and brought 
fafe into port by captain Strickland. For this very meri- 
torious piece of fervice \ve.flnd him rewarded with the 
command of hert. This promotion he highly ririerited, 
not fo much on account of the applaufe due to him for 
having refcued fo noble a (hip from the enemy, but for the 
very fignal and gallant manner in which he behaved In the 
battle abovementioned between the Englifh and Dutch 
fleets on the 28th of May 1 67 3* Prince Rupert withheld not 
from him that praife he had fd honeflly defcrved, a pane- 
■ « — ,.... ... -,, ■ ■ . II. ■■■■■... I ^ 

* On the sd of September 1668 he was appointed captain of the 
Succefs, in the year 1669 of the Kdot, and in J 671 of the Antelope* 

f A fingular error occurs in the navy HA. .Captain Strickland and 
captain Weiwang are both faid to have commanded the Henrv in 
S673. We believe the fad to have been, that captain. Strickland, 
returned vain into hit old (Lip, the Plymouth, towards the clofe of 
the year ibys; an alteration ot command, by feme accident or other, 
•raitted in the lift. 

N % gyric 
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gyric which ref!e£ls the highefl honour on his highnefs's 
, candour and attention to dcfert, when we confidet it was 
beftowed on a man, for whofe party and principles he is 
known to haye entertained the ftrongeft diflike. This 
and his fubfei^nt condu£l in the two following anions 
which took place before the clofe of the fecond Dutch war, 
procured him the honour of knighthood* In 1674 he 
was appointed^ by king Charles the Second, to command 
the Dragon, and fent on a three year's ftation into the 
Mediterranean. He arrived from thence, having a fleet 
of merchant (hips under his convoy, on the i8th of Oc- 
tober 1677, and was, on the 5th of November following, 
removed into the Centurion ; and again, on the loth of 
December, into the Mary, He failed about the middle 
of March for the Streights ; and on the ift of April, be- 
ing in company with captain Herbert in the Rupert, fell 
in with a very large Algerine corfair, mounting forty but 
capable of fighting fifty-four guns. The Rupert engaged 
her fingly for a confiderable time before the Mary could 
alfo clofe : but a breeze of wind at laft fjpringmg up, 
fhe was enabled to come to the afliftance of her confort, 
and having laid the Algerine on board, quickly carried 
her. On the lOth of February 1677-8, having flill con- 
tinued in the Mediterranean, he was appointed reax-ad- 
miral of the fleet on that ftation, under the chief command 
of fir John Narborough. On the 14th of January 
1678-9, by diredion of fir John, he removed his flag on 
board the Briftol ; and returning to Europe foon after- 
wards, was fent to cruife at the entrance of the Channel, 
to watch the motions of the French, with whom a rup- 
ture was then expe(9ed. But it does not appear that on 
his return to Europe he continued to be employed as a 
flag officer. On the 23d of March 1684-5, he was ap- 
pointed, by king James the Second, to command the 
feriftol ; and on the 26th of Auguft 1686 was difpatched, 
in company with captain Neville in the Crown, and cap- 
tain Ridley in the Garland, to Algiers. On the 4th of 
July 1687 he was appointed vice-admiral, under the duke 
of Grafton, of the fleet fent to convoy the queen of Per* 
tugal to Lifbon ; ajid^oii the 30tli of Odooer following 
3 was 
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^as raifed to the dignity, of rear*adiniral of England % 
On the 30th of January he was empowered, as a diftin- 
guifhing mark of his office, to wear the union flag at the 
mizen-top-maft head, with a pendant under it ; and en- 
creafing daily in the favour of his unhiappy and mifpjuided 
fovcreign, was confidered as ohfe of the principal fup* 
porters of his poiyer in the department with which he 
was conheftedt. If he failed in his duty to his coun-** 
try, he was firm in his loyalty to his fovcreign. A 
fingularly unhappy fituation, is that man in, whofe 
fidelity to one becomes treafon to the other. Sir Roger, 
connefled ftrongly with his prince, as well by his religious 
principles as by the ties of gratitude and neceflary obedi- 
ence, hefitated not a moment in ftaking both his reputa- 
tion and his life againft the common voice of his coun- 
trymen, and the honeft murmurs of thofe lefs loyal 
fpirits he was appointed to command. The cla- 
mour of the multitude prevailed againft the hand of 
power ; for on' his rafhly attempting, in compliment to 
the king, to introduce the exercife of the Catholic reli- 
gion on board the fleet; the failors little reli thing the 
innovation, were, with fome diflkulty, reftrained by their 
officers from preventing a repetition of a fimilar attack on 
their confctenceSy by throwing the reverend fathers into the 
fea. Sir Roger had hoifted his flag on board the Mary 
on the 14th of June, and had held the chief command 
till the 24th of September following, when, in confc* 
quence of the very unpopular aft juft now related, he was 



• Thii was not publicly announced till the 3d of January follow- 
ing. Gazette, No. 2309. 

t The following curious paragraph is extraded from the Gazette, 
No. ft356. 

" Deal, June the 14th. — Sir Roser Strickland, rear-admiral of 
England, rides at prefent admiral in the Downs of a (quadronof (hips, 
coiuilliog of more than twenty nimble frigates and fireihips well 
appointed, and daily cxpeding to be joined by others of yet greater 
force from the river Tnames. By which fquadron the happy birth 
of the youog prince (whereof her roajefiy was fafely delivered oa 
Sunday laft) was the next day celebrated by all the ways wherein th^. 
joys of its loyal commanders and mariners could be expreffed, and par- 
ticularly by the long and loud difcharges of the'r great guns, to the. 
furprize of ilhthe neighbouring coafts whereto the notice of the happy 
occafioQ of it was not then arnved. 

N 3 fuper- 
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fiiperfedcd by lord Dartmouth, and appointed to fcrve as 
vice-admiral under him. The ferment raifed in the 
minds of the feam^n had attained an height not to b^) 
checked by half palliative meafures, fo that it was necef- 
fary to the intereft of James, that the obje£t of their dif* 
like (hould be completely removed. 1 his was accord- 
ingly done on the 13th of 06lober following, and his 
place fupplied bv fir John fierrv, a man of all others the 
mod likely in tne fervice, at tnat time, to have weaned 
them from their difloyalty, and reconciliated their affec- 
tions to a prince whoie condu£l had proved him unworthy 
of them. The charaAer of fir Roger Strickland i& diffi- 
dently marked by his life to render any further detail of 
it neceflary. We feel too a. natural relu£tance in 
reprehending, as we mud of neceflity be compelled to do, 
any part of that man's conduct whofe prudence, gallantry, 
and general behaviour in every other inftance, we have 10 
much reafon to applaud. Sunk into total obfcurity after 
having quitted his profeflion, we have not been able to 
learn anv farther circumfiances relative to him. 

THURSTON, Seth, — was appointed commander of 
the Mary ketch in 1665, and of the Effex ketch in 167.2. 
He does not appear to have been again employed till after 
the revolution, when he was, on the 17th of April 1(389, 
mad^ captain of the Oxford. He did not furvive his new 
appointment, as he died on the 29th of Odober in the 
fame vear. 

TINDAL, Thomas, — is to be .mentioned only as 
having commanded the John of London, an hired (hip of 
war, in 166c. 

TOTT I , John^ — after having been appointed com- 
mander of the Prince William in 1665, ferved as lieute- 
nant of the Defiance in j666, and of the Warfpight in 
1668. 

UTBER, John, — was the fon of captain Richard 
Utber of Loweftofle, who behaved fo gallantly as rear- 
admiral of the white* under prince Rupert and the duke 
of Albemarle in 1666. He was appointed lieutenant of 
the Phoenix in 1663, of the Plymouth in 1664, and was 
promoted to command the Gurnfey in 1 665. This being 

0t III ■ ' ■■■■■■II . 

♦ Sec his Life, p. yy. 

one 
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one of the fhips detached under the command .of fir 
Thonias Tiddeman to attack Bergen, he there fell, when 
he had fcarcely attained manhood, a vidim highly defervirg 
a more fortunate end, or at leaft to have fallen in a lefs 
dife^raceful caufe*. 

WATER WORTH, John,— was appointed lieutenant 
of the Fairfax in i66i, and of the Briftol, Refohition, 
and Swiftfure, fucceflively in 1664: in 1665 he was 
promoted, firft to the Bear, and afterwards to the Bonad- 
wcnturc. Im666 he met with a ftill farther promotion, 
in being appointed to command the Dunkirk ot fifty-eight 
guns, in thii (hip he rendered fignal fervice in both the 
general engagements which took place during that year. 
In 166S9 when the rupture with France was expefted, he 
was appointed captain of the St. David, and foon after of 
the Princef&i In 1-669 he removed into the Conftant 
Warwick* How long he continued to command ihis fhip 
is not known ; but in 1672 we find him appointed to the 
Anne. He commanded this (hip at the battle of Solebay, 
a viStory which he contributed to purchafe by his valour, 
though unhappily at the expence of his life. 

WATHInG, James, — ^was made commander of the 
Jofeph fircfhip in 1665^ and of the Auguftine in 1672. 

WATLY, John,— commanded the Fairfax in 1665. 

WATSON, George, — ^was, in the year of the revolu- 
tion, appointed lieutenant of the Princefs. He was not 
promoted to the rank of captain till 1665, when he was 
made commander of the Mermaid, a (hip in which he had 
confiderable fuccefs, both againft the fmall privateers and 
commerce of the enemy« He was not appointed to any 

• He was buried at LowefiofFe in Suffolk, where rtic fqllpwing 
epitaph it inlcribed on a finenument ercBed to bis memory. 
Neere unto ithis place 
Lyeth y« body of captaine 
John JLJtber, commander «f 
liis majefties fi:egat the . 
Cucrhfcy. In whicfh, valiantly 
Fighting in the defence of 'his 
King and countrey, agaraft 
The Dutch and Dane, a^BESjCtw 
In Norway, be was unfortunately 
Siayne, y« sd Augufti 1665, 
^latis iax 22. 

N 4 Other 
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Other (hip till the year 1670, when he was made com^ 
inander of the Succefs, and in the following year fent to 
the Streights. He arrived from thence on the 9th of 
February 1671 , having been unfortunately feparated from 
the convoy put under his care, ip a heavy gale of wind. 
His arrival was critical, as well for the lervice of his 
country, as his own honour; for we findhim, on the i^tb 
of Marchy highly commended for his bravery in the adion 
^ith the Smyrna fleet. In 1673 he conusanded the 
Swallow, and was very foon afterwards removed into the 
Phcenix. 

WENTWORTH, Samuel,— was made commander 
of the Exchange, hired ihip of war in 1665. . His neat 
lippointment which took place in the vear 1672, was to 
be fecond lieutenant of the Mopmouth. He was in the 
following year promoted to the 6rft lieuten^cy of thQ 
fame ihip ; after which time we have no farther account 
of him. 

WETWANG, Sir John, — wa$, in 1665, made coin- 
mander of the Norwich, a ihip Hationed to the north- 
ward for the protedion of our commerce againft the de- 
predations too frequently committed by fmall privateers, 
Early in 1666 he was removed into the Tygen We find 
in an original manufcript liil of the fleet under the com- 
mand of prince Rupert and the duke of Albemarle, that 
he commanded the Newcaftle ; but no notice is taken of 
this appointment in the navy lift, fo that it is moil pro- 
bable it was nothing more than a mere temporary com- 
mand. In 1668, on the profped of a rupture with 
France, he was made captain of the Dunkirk, and foon 
afterwards remoyed into the Edgar. He was appointed 
to the fame ihip at the commencement of the fecond 
Dutch war in 1672, and in the courfe of the fame year 
was promoted to the Warfpight, a third rate of fixty-fonr 
guns. In 1673 ^^ commanded theHetiry a fecond rate^ 
and acquitted nimfelf in the aQion of the 28th of May fo 
much to the fatisfafilion of prince Rupert, that he not 
only bpftowed particular commendations on him, but 
when he Ihifted his flag into the fovereign pitched upon 
captain Wetwang to be his captain in that ihip. On the 
]^oth of November following he was appointed, by Charles 
the Second, to command the l<j[ewcaiUe. In the month 

of 
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«r Mardi he had the mod fortune to capture a Itrge 
Dutch £aft*I ndia (hip of very mat value. Hecontimied 
po command the Newcaftie along time; and wnsy aft^r 
the condufion of the fecond Dutch war, febt to tile 
Streights; from vvhence he returned, liaving a ieet df 
merchant-fliipsunder his convoy,iR the month of Febmaijr 
1675. On the 7th of January 1677*89 he was made 
captain of the Monmouth . A rupture with France 'beip2 
expei9:ed during the enfuing fpring, he was, on the sSth 
of March, appointed to command the Royal James, on 
board which fliip fir Thomas Allen, the admiral of thp 
fleet, hoifted his flag. The profpcS of war vanifhing, 
the further equipment of the fleet was foon put a flop to. 
Captain Wetwang was not called again into fervice tiH 
the 21 ft of June 1679, when he was appointed to the 
command of the Northumberland, a new third rate juft 
before launched at Briftol. He brought her round to 
Spithead in the month of September following ; and die 
general ftate of peace not rendering her continuing in 
commiflion neceflary, flie was difmantled and laid up. 
On the 2tft of Odober following captain Wetwang waa 
made captain of the Woolwich : how long he contirmed 
in this command k not known, but we find he received 
the honour of knighthood on the 2oth <rf'November r68o. 
We have fome reafon to believe he quitted the king's 
fervice at or before this time, and entered foon after* 
wards into that of the £aft«Intiia company, as we find 
the following article inferted in the Gazette, No. 2oi6. 
«« Deal, March the nth, 1684/-5. Yefterday in the 
afternoon arrived in the Downs the Loyal James*, from 
Fort St. George in the faft-Indies, having loft their cap. 
tain, fir John Wetwang, whodied afterhe had been about 
fix weeks in the country." 

WHATELY, John, and WHATELY, Thomas,-- 
two oflScers of the fame furname, are faid to have com« 
manded the Zealand firefliip in 1665. They are pro- 
bably one and the fame perfon. 

WHITE, Gerard,— after having ferved as lieutenant 
of the Nonfuch in 1661, and the Portfmouth in 1663, 

* There does not appear to have htm aay ibip of tbat muneia Am 

^ng'< fervice* ... 

was 



Digitized by 



Google 



lf# . UVAfi AKO CHA«ACT£lt€ Of 

.firas appointed comixander of the Charles the fifth in 
.1665, a ihip of fifty»four guns taken from the Dutch in 
that year, at the time they were defeated by the duke of 
York. In 1 666 he refumed his ilation of lieutenant, and 
was appointed fo ferve on board the Saphire. 

WHITEy Richard, — was made lieutenant of the 
Royal James in 1664, and in the (oUowing year conN 
jnander of the Martin and MiIfor4> an hired (hip of war. 
After the conclufion of the firft Dutch war he was, in 
1668, made lieutenant of the Sovereign, and foon after- 
wards of the Falcon. In 1669 he r^^moved ioto the 
Speedwell. In 1671 he was madp commander of the 
Algieri a (hip of war taken fpme time befpr^ in the 
Mediterranean* He was fent in the month of Auguft> 
under the orderis of captain J. Holqies, in the Diap)ond, 
to prote& the outward-bound fleet to the Streights^ 3er 
ing promoted early in the following year to the Antelope, 
he was appointed comnaodore of the convoy fent with a 
large fleet of merchant fhips * to Hamburgh. On his 
pauage thither he fell in with eleven fail of Dutch mer- 
chant (hips, under the protection of two (hips of war, one 
of thirtv-t wo, the other of eight guns. Two of the mer- 
chant mips, and the fmaller of the men of war, w^ere 
taken, the reft efcaped in confequence of the Antelope's 
having unfortunately fprung her fore-t<^maft in the 
chace. Before the fleet put to fea in the enfuing fpring, 
under the command of pnnce Rupert, he was promoted 
to the Warfpi|;ht, a third rate of (ixty-four guns, but did 
not long coutmue to enjoy his new appointment, being 
unfortunately killed in the petty action t which took 
place between prince Rupert and De Ruyter on the 4th 
of June 1673. The life of a commander (hould always 
be confidered as the property of his country, fo that we 
ought only lament in general terms the fate of the brave 
perfon whio falls in the hour of victory and in the a£l of 
immortalizing his name ; but we (hould doubly mourn the 
fall of that, perhaps equally brave man, who falls a vi£tim 
to a conflid, fcarcely remembered by any other circum- 
ftance than that event. 

* Hit orders for thit purpofc are inferted in the duke of York'i 
Memoirs, and bear date the gd of September iG/B. 
t The fecond in that year. 

WHn% 
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WHITY, John, — commanded the Vanguard in 
1665 ; but nothing farther is known of hitn : and we 
have fome reafon to doubt whether fuch a perfon ever 
•xifted, for in the fame year we find 

WHITTY, Thomas, — who is faid to have com* 
manded the Vanguard in the fame year» and to have fallen 
in the long and unhappy adion between the duke of Albe* 
marie and the Dutch in the month of June 1666, The 
iingularitv of two perfons with names fo nearly fimilar*, 
commanding the (ame Oiip in the fame year, induce us to 
believe the nrft of them to have been erroneoufly inferted* 

WILKINSON, Robert, — ^was appointed commander 
of the Charity in 1665, foon after the commencement of 
the firft Dutch war. He had the misfortune to be the 
only commander captured by the Dutch, under Opdam, 
at tne time they received th ir very fi^nal defeat from the 
duke of York. As the account of this accident has been 
given in' the Life of captain Jofeph Sanders, who com* 
manded the John and Abigail, which ihip, though at one 
time almoft in the fame danger with the Charity, fortiK 
nately efcaped ; it is needlefs to fay more of it, than that 
although captain Wilkinfon does not appear to have 
been in any degree culpable, it was, in all probability, the 
caufe why he was not called again into fervice till the 
. commencement of the fecond Dutch war in 1672, when 
he was made lieutenant of the Dragon, and foon after- 
wards was removed into the Newcaftle. He does not 
appear to have been fuccefsful in his endeavours to rein- 
ftate himfelf in the favour of thofe who were in high 
command, for we find nothing farther relative to him^ 
except that he was appointed by king Charles, on the 
30th of April 1687, firft lieutenant of the RoysJ Cathe- 
line. 

WILLOyGHBY, Thomas, — ^was made commander 
of the Portfmouth ketch in 1665. Early in the year 
1667 he failed for the Weft-Indies under the command 
of fir John Harman, and was unfortunately killed in the 
attack on Surinam, towards the clofe of the fame year. 

* And of one of which perfont no other particuUrt arc known, 
fffiLQ merely that be did command a ihip of that name. 
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WY'LD> Charles, -^ was made commatidcr i>f the 
Saltzmorr, hired ihip of war, in 1665; of the Centurion 
ID 1666 ; and of the Aflurance in 1670. In the month 
of Auguft he was fent to the Streights under the orders of 
ca^in^ afterwards (ir Robert Robinfon, of ^e Green- 
(wicb. In the year 1672 he commanded the Briftol. 
Soon alter he was appointed to thk (hip he was fent, in 
company with captain Herbert of the Cambridge, to rc- 
tfoamoitre and watcb the motions of the Dutch. On the 
oad of July they fell in with the enemy's Eaft-India fleet 
about Iwehre leagues to the wcftward of Heyligelandt; 
-but the wind blowing fo freih that the Briftol could not 
am out her lower tier, they were obliged to girc up the 
cooteftand hawl their wind, after having very bravely en- 
gaged^fer feme hours, the whole Dutch fleet, which confift-- 
«dof ten large fliips, four fly-boats, and three galliots. On 
Ms return he was promoted to die Triumph, a fecond 
atite» In the foDowrzig year he was made commander of 
the Centurion. From this time till the 7th of January 
-1677-8^ he had no farther appointment. He was then 
Unade^'by Jting Charles the Second, captain of the Mary 
itiife. On the f 5th of April 1678, he was> probably 00 
the arofped o( a rupture with France, promoted to the 
St. Michael : and laftly, on the 2d of June 1683, was 
Appomtedy by the commiffioners for executing the oflScc 
of lord hi^h admiral, commander of the Oxford. 
. I^OUNG, Michael, — was appointed, in the year 
41665, commander of the Young Lyon ; in the following 
^r lif the Martin*; and, in ^667, of the Unicom fire-* 
ftip. 

YOUNGER, William,— was made captain of the 
Young Lamb prize, in 1665 ; and of the Bramble fire- 
ihip in the fame year. In 1666 he was removed into the 
Horfeman prize, which is the hiteft intelligence we have 
been able to procure concerning him. 'w 

* He was employed, while captaia of thii Ibip, u commodore of 
a cooToy on the Uifli. Nation. 
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1666. 

ALBEMARLE, Gcotgc Monk, Duke of,— « was the 
fecond fon of fir I'homas Monk of Potheridge, in the 
county of Devon, knight, where his family had, for manf 
ages, flourilhed in a knightly dec^ree, and had, by mar- 
riages into great and worthy families, continued the fame, 
more particularly his grace s great-grandmother, was one 
of the daughters and coheirefles of Arthur Plantagenet, 
vifcount Lifle, natural fon to king Edward the Fourth, bj 
Elizabeth his wife, daughter and heirefs of Edward Gray, 
vifcount Lifle, whofe mother Elizabeth was grandchild and 
hdrefsof John Talbot, vifcount Lifle,by Margaret his wife, 
eUeft daughter and coheirefs of Richard Beauchamp, earl 
of Warwick, by which marriage a great acceffion of 
noble blood, and arms, accrued to this moft ancient 
family/' Such is the heraldic account given of this m<A 
illuflrious perfbnage, in the certificate ^hufunerid. He 
was born on the 6th of December i6o8. Being from his 
very birth intended, by his father, for the afmy, he re- 
ceived the education fuitable to fuch deftination ; and, as 
has been elfewhere remarked, ^^ gave f roof of his catacity for 
the prof ^on of arms ^ when he wasfcarce able to wield them.^* 
There arc no more certain indications of the future pro- 
penfities of the mind, nor more indifputable tokens of 
budding greatnefs, than thofe early tranfadions of life, 
when youth, difdaining the rcftraint afterwards impofed 
by prudence, experience, and encreafing years, a£ls with- 
out that bias, and attention to propriety, which ma/ks and 
conceals the natural inclination of age and gravity. An 
anecdote related of him by Campbell, as it is too fingular 
and charaAeriilic to be omitted, is a very forcible illuftia- 
tion of the truth of this remark. His father, fir Thomas 
Monk, defcended from an anceftry long celebrated for 
their antiquity and greatnefs, though not for their parfi- 
mony, inherited an extenfive domain mortgaged and de- 
fpoiled, till di veiled of the profit and income attached to' 
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it ; the hotiour alone remained, rather as a difagreeable mt-* 
mento to the pofleflbr than as the fupport of that grandein' 
and magnificence he waa tht natural mheritor o^ but for 
the too wild extravagance of his forefathers. Thus waa he 
fituated, when the progrefs of kinlg Charles the Firft tc^ 
Plymouth, to infpecl the preparations making there for a 
war with Spain, roufed all that lovalty for which his 
ancefiry had been ever di{lingui{hedy and induced him, 
though at the hazard of hisliberty, to appear among the fore- 
mod of thofe who (hould pay their dutv to their lovereign. 
To guard, however, as much as pofEl>ley againft difgrace, 
be previoufly difpatched his fon George, to the flieriffof 
the county, with a very confiderable prefent, entreating his 
protedion from afiront^ and that he would forbear to arreft 
his perfon during the time he fhould attend the king ; for, 
except on that occafion^ he had ever been in the habit of 
confining himfelf, preferring a voltintary imprifonment 
within the walls of his own cadle, to a compulfive re- 
llraint laid on his liberUr at the pleafure of a mercilefs 
creditor purfuing him for a demand which he had been, 
in no degree, acceifary to the caufe of. The (herifF re- 
ceived the prefent, and, with the greateft readlnefs, pro^ 
mifed to grant his requeil. Biit having, unluckily for hitf 
own honour, received a prefent of much greater value 
from one who had a confiderable demand upon fir Thomas, 
forgetful of his folemn promife, he arretted him in the 
face of the whole county. George Monk, who had been 
the bearer of the douceur, which his father mufl have 
raifed at no fmall inconvenience to himfelf, feeling hini- 
felf highly irritated as well at the breach of honour in one 
party, as at the infult fo publicly offered his father and his 
family on the other hand, began, at firft, with fimple cx- 
poftulation only to the mifcrable author of it ; but pro^ 
ceeding foon to greater violence, he inflidled fo rigid a 
chaftifement as left the iherifF unable to purfue the fpiritecf 
puniiher of his infamous delinquency. An ad fo publicy 
and at the fame time, from its being a violation of the 
law, fo unjuftifiable in its nature, neceiTarily compelling 
the young hero to withdraw, he entered on board' 
one of the (hips in the fleet which foon afterwards failedt 
Under the command of lord Wirableton. He was at this 
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time fcventeen years old ; and after having been a volunteer 
in the feveral naval expeditions * v^hlch took place in the 
interim, v^ent over to Holland in the year 1028, where 
he ferved, firft in the regiment commanded by the earl of 
Oxford, and afterwards in that of the lord Goring, who 
was fo pleafed with his general condufl, that, a (hort 
time afterwards, he made him captain lieutenant of his 
own company. In this ftation he was prefent at feveral 
fieges and engagements, omitting no opportunity of ac- 
quiring a thorough knowledge ot his profefHon, and fig- 
nalizing himfelf by his valour. But having, unluckily, 
fallen into fome difputes with the magiftratesof Dort, where 
he was ftationed in winter Quarters, on account of their 
having puniflied one of his loldiers for an offence, which 
captain Monk thought properly cognizable only before a 
court-martial t, he withdrew from that fervice rather 
in difguft. When he arrived in England he fmmd it in 
the greateft confuiion, torn to pieces by the violence of 
contending parties, and recently involved in a fpecies of 
civil war with Scotland. Monk poflTeffing a fpirit too 
aAive to remain dormant at fuch a crifis, accepted a 
coromiilion as lieutenant-colonel in the army, fent under 
the command of the carl of New^port, for the purpofe of 
cruihing that commotion. The rejefiion of his advice ± 
is faid, by Skinner, to have been among the principal 
caufes why that war ended fo much to the difadvantage of 
Charles as it did. In 1641, when the Irifh rebellion firft 
burft forth, he was appointed, through the intereft of the 
earl of Leicefter, his coufin, at that time lord lieutenant^ 
to command his regiment ; and had it not been for the 
jealous interference of the earl of Ormond, would have 



* la the 6rfi he flerved ai a cadet, under hit near relation fit Ri« 
chard Grcnville; and, in the next year, ai an enfign, under the brave 
fir John Barroughs, in the ever memorable and unfortunate expeditioa 
CO the ifle of Rhe. 

f Which interference the prince of Orange appears rather unwar- 
lanubly to have defended. 

} He feconded the carl -of Strafford in his dcfire of fighting the 
Scots,inftcad of treating with them; which lenity, by betraying the kiiig*f 
natural tenderncfs, ana {hewing how much he could bear from rebels 
in one kingdom, encouraged a fimilar conduA in the people of an- 
cither. 
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been appointed governor of Dublin. He returned l9 
England in 1643^ and i«pairin£ to the king at OKford, 
made known to him much ill uiage which he had exoe^ 
f ienced'during his continuance in Jrehnd. His majelty, 
as a recompeme for this treatment, appoiated him major* 
gjcneral of the Irifli brigade ; but being foon afterwards 
imfortunatelY furpriled by fir Thomas Fairfax, he was 
lent, with feveral other officers taken at the fame time 
with him, prifoner to Hull, from whence he was, in a 
fbort time, removed to the Tower, where he remained in 
confinement many years. During this time he is faid to 
have experienced much diftrefs, occafioned by the nar-* 
rownefs of his circumftances ; as fome alleviation to 
which, king Charles fent him an hundred pounds ; an aA 
of epnerofity, confidering the poverty of his own finances, 
bi^ly honourable to the king, and at the. fame time 
firongly ex])reffive of the high opinion he entertained both 
of the fervices and attachment of general Monk. At 
kngth, in the year 1646.7, after the defeat at Nafeby, 
and the feveral misfortunes which followed it, had occa^ 
fioned ahnoft the annihilation of the royal party and ruin 
of its cauie, Monk recovered his liberty through the in- 
tereft of his relation, lord L'Ifle, whom the parliament 
had juft before appointed to the government of Ireland, 
He embarked with his patron for that kingdom, but 
quickly l-etumed from thence with him, in confequence 
of a diflerence. between his lordfhip and the marquis of 
Onnond. He returned, however, only to revifit it, in a 
higher command than he had ever yet attained, for tha 
leading men in parliament had too much perfpicuity and 
good lenfe to fufFer abilities fo extenfive, as Monk's, to 
remain inaflive and unferviceable to them. They ac- 
cordingly foon fent him back to Ireland, commander- 
ili>*chief of the Englifh forces in the north, where he foon 
fignalized himfclf by taking, in conjundion with colonel 
Jones and fir Charles Coote, mod of the principal holds 
poflefled by the Iri(h in that part of the kingdom. But 
the a&ion which mod contributed to raife his fame, and 
lay the foundation of that reputation he afterwards fo 
juftly acquired, was the furprize of Carrickfergus, the 
principal, and, indeed, only poll of confequence in pof- 
leflion of the Scot's troops ^ an advantage of the utmoft 
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POAle^ue^ce to the caufe of the parliament^ as, at the very 
time it took place, major-general Monroe was meditating 
to pafs over to Scotland in order to Join a confiderable 
body coUeded there by his brother, fir George ; a junc- 
tion whichy had it taken place, might have rendered the 
redu^ion of that country ataflc of infinite difficulty. This 
iignal fervice raifed him at once very hi^h in the opinion 
of parliament^ which immediately voted him a letter of 
thanks; and, as a more convincing mark of favour, a 
prefent of five hundred pounds. He was alfo, as an ad- 
ditional reward, appointed governor of Carrickfergus. 
The difficulties he had to encounter in his command 
were fuch as would have been infurmountable by a 
moderate capacity. But the abilities of Monk were 
of a nature not to be fettered by the oppofition .of 
his foes, or want of proper fupport from his friends. 
Compelled to carry on a war without money, or any of 
thoie rcfources which are deemed its very finews, he con* 
trivc^-, ncverthelefs, to reduce O'Neil almoft to the laft 
extremity, by depriving him of every means of fubfifting 
his army^ dedroying what he had it not in his power to 
remove. Had it not been, therefore, for the very exten- 
five and almoil unparalleled defertion which prevailed in 
his army, as foon as it received the news 01 the king's 
murder, there cannot be a doubt but that the war would have 
been terminated in a manner confonant to the wufhes of 
the moft fanguine of the parliamentarians. This 
unexpeAed event, detefted, as it generally was, by 
his foldiers, deprived him of the power of continuing the 
war any longer, even on the defenfive. In this dilemma 
Monk had recourfe to the ftep moft likely to prevent the 
total annihilation of the parliament's interefts in that 
country j and by entering into a treaty with an enemy he 
could no longer oppofe, preferved the poor remains of 
his army for fonie fervice which (hould either be lefs 
fraught with obftacles, or fliould meet with better fupport. 
It is always difficuk, if not impolTible, for a general to 
attach applaufe, or even favour, to ill fuccefs. The misfor- 
tune alone is never thought a fufficient punifliment for 
the crime of being unfortunate, unlefs cenfure accompany 
it alfo. On Monk's return to England his conduS was 
immediately made the [uhitQ. of difcuffion in the houfe 
Vol. I; O of 
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of commons^ which, though it could not juftify 6oodeinii« 
ing, or even cenfuringy a menfure which neceflity had 
induced, thought proper to obliquely ftigmatifc it with 
fuch a reprimand * as, it is aflerted by fome, the geJieral 
never forgave This event took place in the year 1649. 
And it is remarked by Campbcl, that Monk, being now 
out of all employment, would have been mifcrably ftrait* 
ened in his circumdances, had not the death of bis alder 
brother, about the fame time, opened to him the pofleH 
lion of the family eftate. His inadivity was not of long 
duration. In the year 1650, Cromwell having taken 
upon him the command of the army in Scotland, ap« 
pointed Monk colonel of a regiment t, formed of lix 
companies drawn out of fir Arthur Haflerig's, and fix put 
of colonel Fenwick's; and to fecure him ftill more 
ftridlly in his intered, made him lieutenant-general of the 
ordnance. The choice made by Cromwell on this occafion 
is among thofe ads which do io much credit to his pene« 
tration, and judgment, and mark him as fo able a' diC- 
cerner of thole abilities in others which he judged mod 
likely to further his own purfuits. Cromwell hnnfelf, 
though a commander of the moft acknowledged ability, 
had, never thclefs, fuffered himfelf to be in a great meaAiie 
furrounded by the Scots near Dunbar. To continue in 
the pofitlon he then was, became impoifible; to retreat 
was dangerous ; and to attack the enemy appeared, from 
the advantages of their fituation, hazardous in the extreme* 
In this dilenmia he confulted Monk, who not only ad* 
Vifed an immediate attack, but at the fame time offered 
to lead the van himfelf. The advice was purfued, and 
his offer accepted. The fuccefs is known to all. Thu« 
We fee neither perfonal danger, nor the difficulty attending 

* " This hottfe doth utterly dlfapprove of the proceedings of 
colonel Monk, in the treaty made between him and Owen Roe 
O'Neile; and this houfe doth deteft the thoughts of clofing with 
any party of popiQi rebels there, who have had their bands in fhcik 
ding Englifli blood. Neverthelefs, the houfe being fatisfied dnt 
mfhat the faid colonel Monk did therein was, in his apnrebenfioa, 
neceffary for the prefervation of the parliament of England^s interefl ; 
that the houfe is content the farther confideration thereof, as to biniy 
be laid afidc> and {hall not at any time hereafter be called in qaeQion." 

f Now, th« (econdi or Coldftream regiment of guardi • 
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the execution of an cnterprifc, are fufficient to deter the 
man of real intrepidity from undertaking any exploit he 
thinks will conduce to the benefit of the fervice in which 
he is engaged. Cromwell having in the enfuing fummer 
been obliged to follow the Scot's army, and the king to 
England, lieutenant-general Monk was left chief in 
command in Scotland, the principal part of which he 
reduced before the end of the campaign ; and, in particu- 
lar, the town of Dundee. On the conqueft of this place 
he is reported to have fullied, by a wanton cruelty*, the 
glory he had earned, infomuch that he rendered himfelf 
terrible to the royalifts, and odious even to his new 
alTociates. There are fome who endeavour, not with 
much propriety we muft confefs, to palliate this unufual 
ad, by aflerting, that every cruelty exercifed by Monk, 
againfl the Scots, was occanoned by his wi(h of avenging 
the treafon they had, as a nation, committed againft the 
late king. Pernaps the excufe may leave the chara6ler of 
the general in a worfe fituation than it found it: and if no 
more juftifiable motive could be adduced in his defence, 
his memory would have fuiFercd lefs by permitting this to 
be treated as a fudden and violent acl of indefeniible 
paflion, than by endeavouring to take off any part of thp 
fligma by introducing into the chara&er of fo great ar 
man fuch qualities as an unjuftifiable t premeditated re- 
venge, and a remgrfelefs cruelty that would difgrace even 
the manners of a Tartar. * Fatigue, and, it is not impro* 
bable, remorfe, brought on an indifpodtion fo violent, 
that he was obliged to folicit his recal; which having 
obtained, he went to Bath, where he quickly recovered 
his health. He repaired to London foon afterwards, 
having been nominated one of the commifEoners for 
effe£ting the intended union between England and Scot- 
land. The fupture with Holland took place in the 
year 1652, and we muft now prepare to* fee general 
Monk, at the age of forty-five, enter upon a new fpecies 
of command. This we are the, lefs furprized at, when 
■' ■' -■■ ■■ ■ I.. ■ ..■■^■-.--1 1. I ■■ 

* By patting fix hundred of the garrifon to the fword, and com- 
teittiog varioiM other adiof feverity unwarranted hy the laws of i%ar. 

t Wreaked on perfons probably toully uiiaccefl*ary to the crime 
it was inteoded to punifli. 

O 2 we 
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we recoiled that Montague and Blake were, if poflible, 
lefs habituated to maritime affairs than himfelf, and with- 
out any difparagement to the charafter of this great man, 
became equally as eminent. The annals of the univerfe 
cannot, perhaps, produce three men, cotcmporaries with 
each other, who, labouring under the fame difadvantages, 
have left behind them fo high a reputation. Monk, in- 
deed, may be thought by far the beft qualified of the three 
for a naval command, when it is rccollefted his firft outfet 
in life was in the ftation of a volunteer in the fame line 
of fervice. He was aflbciated, in this his new occupa- 
tion, with Deanc, who was unfortunately killed by a 
chain-ftiot at the very commencement of the adlion with 
the Dutch on the '2d of June 1653. ^'^onk is reported to 
have inftantly covered the body with his cloak ; and hav- 
ing urged and encouraged his men to do their duty, order- 
ed the body to be removed into the cabin with as much 
roolnefs and prcfence of mind as though the event, which 
liad juit before taken place, had been one of the moft 
common and ordinary occurrences of life. The engage- 
ment, after havipg continued two days, ended at lalt in a 
Complete viftory on the part of the Englifh. The fteady 
intrepidity exhibited by Monk on this occafion, raifed 
him ftill higher in the opinion of CromweH, to rhe main- 
"tenance of whofe authority the brilliant aftions of thofe 
commanders, who fought under his aufpices, did not a 
little contribute. The ftates-general having ufed incre- 
dible pains to repair their lofs by recruiting and rein- 
forcing their fleet, the two great competitors for fame. 
Monk and Van Tromp, again met on the 29th of July. 
'Approaching night on that day, and ftormy weather on 
the next, prevented the final cieclfion of this con4:eft till 
the 31ft*. Unfortunately for the Duteh, their great 
I ^_ 

* Notwithflanding the Dutch had received a rcinforccmeDt of 
twenty-five large fhips. <* This did not hinder Monk, \vho now 
commanded in chief, from attacking them, though he knew they had 
-another great advantage, a number of fireflitps, whereas he had none: 
nay, as if he had been fecure of vi6)ory, he gave orders that no flitp 
Ihould he taken, or quarter given; for he faw that fending off fhips 
to convoy ihcm leflened the effefts of their vitlorici.** — CoTMpbc^s 

Mem. of Gen. Monk, The confcqucnce of this battle proved gcnes«l 

Monk's judgment to be right. 

-' ' corn- 
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commander, Van Tromp, was killed about noon by a 
mufket (hot: but ihey continued to defend themfelvcs 
with much bravery till about two o'clock, when they be- 
gan to fall into diforder, and foon after to fly in the 
utmoft confufiqp. In this engagement*, which laftcd 
eight hours, the Dutch loft not fewer than five or fix- 
and-twenty (hips. The condudl of Monk on this occa- 
iion was fo highly efteemed by Cromwell, that the par- 
liament, by his direiftion, voted him a gold chain, which 
Cromwell himfclf put round his neck, on the 25th of 
Auguft t following, at a great feaft given by the city ; and 
though the natural modefty of Monk would have induced 
him to have foregone fuch a iriark of diftinftion, Crom- 
well obliged him to wear it all dinner time. The parlia- 
ment, as it was ftill called, was now completely modelled 
according to the wilh of the protefior ; but it, notwith- 
ftanding, recei ved Monk with fo much attention and refpeft, 
that .Cromwell is faid to have been jealous of his growing 
power, till he difcovered by his converfation, that how- 
high h€ might (tand in their Sy they were, in his opinion, as 
was really the cafe;]:, nothing better than a miferable 
herd of fanatics. The knovvkdgc of this opinion per* 
fe6Uy conciliated the affections of Cromwell, who re- 
ceived Monk into his moft fecret councils, notwithftand- 
jng his open and avowed dlflipprobation of the peace, 
which was then on the point of being made with the 
Dutch. Cromwell anUmeJ theprotedlorfhip foon after- 
wards ; and finding the govern n^jent of three kingdoms 
IQO troublcibme and kborious f(V any fingle perfon, be- 
gan to think of cafing hiir.fclf from part of that w^eight 
and predure of power, by appointing deputies to two of 
them. Scotland was allotted to Monk, who readily un- 
dertaking fo great a charge fet off for Edinburgh in the 

* An anecdote highly charaflcriftlc of Monk's penetration and 
judgment is related oF him in this adion. He had in his fleet a 
conhderable number ol fhlps hired from the merchants. Juft before 
the engagement began he jhificd the cominanders into each other's 
fljips; ih«t by taking olf tbeir concern for their owner's property, 
ihcy might each behave the better. The event fully anfwered his 
pxpc£lation, no (hips in the fleet behaving with more gallantry. 

f The day appointed for a folemn thankfgiving for the vi6lory. 

i: The barcbonei parliament. 

*0 3 month 
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month of April 1654. On his arrival he found that 
kingdom in the moft defperate ftatc of confufion poflible. 
The army reduced fo much in its numbers as to be in 
an unferviceablc ftate; and the few foldiers who remain- 
ed inclining to mutiny, through the total ncgled of 
all fubordinaiion and proper government. The com- 
mand of it had been left with a colonel Deane, a man of 
irrefolution, and totally incapable of conducing it, with 
any efFefi, much lefs was he able to reftorc order in fo 
critical a fituation. The people were divided into hum* 
berlefs faftions ; and a very coniiderable part of thofe, 
Vrho from their influence or wealth poffefled t*e greateft 
power, ftill continued In arms for the King. The approach 
of Monk, like the fun newly rifen, quickly chaced away 
the clouds that threatened to obfcure his power. By carefully 
mingling temperance and lenity with feverity ; by politi* 
cally encouraging a mutual diftruft* among the leaders of 
the royalifts; and, above all, by judicioufly ftationing 
fufficient garrifons in thofe parts of the country which 
were moft difafFefted, he fucceeded in quickly accom- 
plifliing the complete redudion and fubordination of the 
whole kingdom. The war being concluded, he fixed his 
refidence at the houfe of the countefs of Buccleugh, near 
Edinburgh ; and exhibited the fingular inftance, of a man 
poflefled of all the power the moft defpotic monarch in 
the univcrfe could have wifhed for, living with all th« 
moderation attached to the ftation of a private gentleman. 
The government of tMe kingdom, in civil matters, was 
cntrufted to a committee of fix perfons, nominated bj 
Cromwell, under the title of a council of ftate. Monlc 
having, as well by his influence as his prudence, fecured 
to himfelf the acquiefcence of a majority in every thing 
he did or propofed, may be faid, with propriety, to have 
been as abfolute, within the limits of his deputed go* 
vernment, as Cromwell, the fountain from whence the 
authority flowed, was ii> his. This diflPerence alone cx- 
ifted in the minds of \ht\r fubjeSfs — one was ever obeyed 
on the. genuine principles of love and gratitude, for the 

* See his proclamation for brindng in or killing the earl of Se*- 
forth and others, publiflbcd ia Tburloe> State Papers. Vol. ad. 

modera- 
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moderation with which he ufed his power— ^the other 
from motives of terror and fear alone. It has been re- 
ported by many, that Monk, while he enjoyed this com- 
mand was fecretly negociating with Charles. His friends 
have unwarily adduced this as a matter of much praife 
and honour to him. But breach of truft, however wicked 
or infamous may be the caufe in which a man has en- 
gaged, never forms the moft brilliant and glittering part 
of his chara£ler. It is remembered with cold and nar- 
row gratitude, even by thofe whom he has ferved, and 
fails not to create the general diftruft of thofe who reludl- 
antly feel themfelves compelled to accept its fervices. 
Monk never experienced a mortification of this kind. 
Treachery never was a trait in his character*; and fo far 
was he from being ^ilty on this occafion, that he ap- 
pears to have given Cromwell notice of every confpiracy 
that was attempted to be formed for the fubverlion of his 
power, as well as every overture made to him to engage 
his afliftance in fuch an f exploit. He did not, however^ 
cfcape the fufpicion even of Cromwell himfelf ; who, 
fearing his power, or what was more dangerous, his 
abilities, was contriving the means of his quiet removal, 
when death put a period to his crimes and his fears alfo. 
A very curious poflfcript of a letter is inferted by Camp- 
bell, from Skinner, which is faid to have been written to 
him by Cromwell $. Nothing appears to have been more 
unjuft than this fufpicion, inafmuch as his extreme and 
zealous attachment to the proteftor had nearly coft him 
his life, a confpiracy having been adually formed, by a 
colonel Overton and others, to aifaflinate him as one of 
the moft formidable enemies :to the caufe of thofe who 
detefted Cromwell. The plot being difc&vered juft be- 

* It has never been imputed to him by any body, but ibat moft 
daring and wicked of all republicans, Ludlow. 

t And, in particular, a letter written him by king Charles the Se« 
cond, on the igthof Augufi 1655; which letter is faid, by Campbell, 
to have been adduced, by bis fdn, as a proof of his early layaUy, 

X The Angularity of it ia a fuf&cient exculje for its re-infertion 
fcere. 

P. S. '* There be that tell me there is a certain cunning fellow 
in Scotland, called George Monk., who is faid to lie in wait 
there to introduce Chakles Stuart ; I pray you ufe your dili- 
fenpe to apprehend bioi, and fend him up to me." 

O4 fore 
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fore h WW to have been carried into execution, Monk 
exhibited that moderation fo ftrongly charafteriftic of a 
great mind, contenting himfelf with only removing 
thofe who fought to deftroy him. Inftead of feeking to 
infli£l punUhment, he was mild and humane enough to 
prefer lending them to England, and by thcfe means taking 
from his aflailins, in intention, the opportunity of incur- 
ring, in future, the penalties that would have attended the 
profecution of their fanguinary fcheme. The death of 
Cromwell produced no immediate alteration in the con- 
du£l of Monk. We may infer, from a muhitude of 
concurring circumftances in his life, that he was naturally 
attached to royalty, and the form of kingly government; 
fo that the afliftance and fiipport given by him to Oliver, 
is to be confidered as an afl of neceflity, to which he was 
reluftantly compelled, rather than as a meafure he enter- 
ed into through choire and inclination. Confidering the 
complexion of the times, the fury of party, the general 
jPnd mutual diftruft of each other, that pervaded all ranks 
of people, and, rbove all, the terror induced by the weight 
of Cromwell's influence and authority; he wifely forc- 
faw, that refiftance would inevitably produce the annihila- 
tion of ihat fmall and reduced party which ftill continued 
to fmotherj in their bofoms, the fire of loyalty and affec- 
tion for the Houfe of Stuart, warming themfclves with 
the hope that the embers would, in time, acquire ftrength 
and heat fufficient to rekindle that fpirit, which feverity 
and oppreflion had lowered, indeed, but could not totally 
extinguifli. Monk prudentially, therefore, yielded to the 
tide of power ; and, by a temporary oppofilion to the 
caufe of royalty, throueh which conduS he acquired the 
unlimited confidence otits enemies*, he rendered hiijifelf 
capable of effecfling its bloodlcfs re-eftablifliment. The 
hour of aflion was not yet arrived ; and to have attempted 
any thin^: till he neceffary intrigue and management had 
acquired fo critical an hcii^.!. as almoft to enfure fuccefs, 
would only have delayed the proper execution of the plan, 
but m-g^i \ a vj totally defeated every future hope. Thefe 
confideiLtions may ferve to account for the condu<% of 
' ... - ^ ^ 

* In confcquencc of which he rendered himfelf their ruler. 

Monk 
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Monk during ^fiver's proteSorate, and the fliort-tlved' 
exaltation of the timid Richard. The firft, and^ indeed, * 
moft political ftep of the lattcr^s whole reign, was that of 
endeavouring to engage to himfelf the aiFe£uons of Monk; 
-who, though he quickly difcovercd how inadequate to the . 
office the abilities of the new proteSor were, a oircum- 
fiance that muft inevitably caufe his fpeedy degradation^ 
continued, neverthelefs, to render him every affiftance, as 
well by his advice, as by keeping Scotland, where he ftill 
€5ntinued to command, quiet, and in fubjeftion. Pbliticians ' 
might have expeded the depofition of Richard would be the 
fignal of that revolution which was to effeft the reftoration 
of kirigly government in the perfon of Charles the Second : 
much, however, ftill remained to be done, before it would 
become proper for Monk to throw off the mafk and unveil 
his whole defign. The obftacles he had to contend with 
were numerous ; the props, the fupporters of his enter- 

5»xife, few and inconfidcrable, derived more from the re- 
burces of his own great mind than the more feeble aid of 
followers and coadjutors. When we recur, for a moment, 
to the number of difficulties he had to encounter, and ftill 
more, ftiould we refleft On the nature of them, we might, 
were the period of this tranfaAion further removed, con- 
fider its hiftory rather as the fertile and ingenious produc- 
tion of romantic fancy than »s a iaft ferioufly tranfmitted 
to pofterity by the pen of the hiftorian. He had to con- 
tend with a veteran army, of thirty thoufand men, long 
ufed to victory, and commanded by Lambert, an officer 
of confiderable experience and ability, who poffefred their 
entire, unlimited confidence. He had to win over to his 
party, and opinion, thofe who had formerly deftroyed 
monarchy, and erefted republicanifm on its ruins ; and 
he was, through their means, to elFecl the reftoration 
of that very form of government they had themfelves 
fubverted. " He was," to ufe Campbeirs words, " to 
reftore a caufe, loft in the opinion even of its trueft 
friends; a caufe, which he himfelf dare not fo much as 
own any attachment to ; a caijfe, which he himfelf had 
done mucli againft, and the troops he commanded more.'* 
The means by which he was to overcome thefe numerous 
and formidable obftacles, were the fliattered remains of 
difpiritcd loyalt)', and a fmall body of forces, confifting 
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of fi^ oe.fix thoufand men, attached to hia perfon and 
inclinations, froqi the confidence and love he had ac- 
quired among then9» in confi»juence of having fought fuc« 
cefsfuUy at their head, and ot having governed them with 
'moderation. He effe&ually fccured their attachment^ 
by ftatingto them that the army in England had deftroyed 
the parliament becaufe it would not be fubfervient and 
ad in complete conformity to its wiihts, that it wa$ hii 
firm determination to render the military power, on all 
4K:cafions, fubordinate to the civil ; and fmce the autho* 
rity under which they a£led was derived of that parlia- 
ment, he entertained not the lead doubt of their afliftance 
in reftoring It a^in to its f toper fundion. That if any 
individual wasdiiTatisfied with this, his intention, he would 
inftantly give him his difcharge, and a paflport, to enable 
iiim to return home in fafety. The officers immediately 
and unanimoufly declared they would live and die witn 
him. After he had thus enfured their fupport, iie im- 
mediately marched for England. The army that appeared 
ready to oppofe and crufh him in the hr(t onfet, he 
quickly contrived to difperfe, or gain over to his own 
party, by rppofing the mild and gentle Fairfax, who had 
formerly been the idol of their affcdions, to the furious 
Lambert, who had fucceeded him in his conmiand. 
Corred in the judgment he had formed of thofe paflions 
which a£tuate the human mind, the event perfealy an- 
fwered his expedations. Lambert, who had advanced as 
for northward as Newcaftle by the time Monk had reach- 
ed Berwick, was unwilling to riik the (lake for which he 
fought on the event of a battle, in which the alienated 
hearts of his foldiers might yield an eafy vidory, even to 
the inferior force of their opponents. He retreated, and 
Monk having, by eafy marches, reached London, nude 
himfelf dictator both of the parliament and the kingdom, 
peaceably and without even the appearance of contell. 
He had now reached the pinnacle of human power; he 
had acquired an authority equal to that which had been 
pofleflTcd by his predecelfcy, Cromwell,* when in the 
zenith of his glory, without either imitating his crimes, 
or inheriting his aeteftation. He voluntarily rr^i?/^/ a par- 
liament which might have, at once, depofed him, but 
whichj in grateful fenfe of the (late of confufion and dif- 

tradlion 
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tra£lion from which he had liberated the nation, whom 
they in fome fort reprefented, oiFered themfelves to him 
as his fubjeds. He had fortitude and honefty enough to 
refufe the glittering bait with which they would have 
purchafed his honour. Without the fmalleft capitulation 
or refervation on his own part, he beftowed that freely 
which the blood» iht treafure, the influence of thoufands^ 
had been unable to procure by force*. Such was the 
difinterefted condud of Monk in this great undertaking; 
a deiign originating with himfelf, and fuccefsfully exe- 
cuted under his aufpices, fupported by Montague and a 
few others, men whofe countenance, if the caufe in 
which they were concerned had needed any fuch extra- 
neous recommendation, would have refleded on it the 
higheft credit and honour. It is well knqwn, that all 
things being properly prepared, through his prudence, 
for the peaceable reftoration of monarchy, king Charles 
landed at Dover on Friday the 25th of May 1660. He 
¥ras there received by general Monk, not with the aflum- 
ing pride of a man who had beftowed a kingdom, but 
with the decent and humble demeanour of a fubjed who 
came to pay his duty to his fovereign. Two days after- 
. wards he was eleded knight of the garter ; and having 
been appointed, on the 12th of June following, one of 
the commiffioners for executing the office of lord high 
treafurer, he was alfo created baron Monk of Pother- 
idgc, baron of Beauchamp, both in Devonihire ; baroa 
Tyes, earl of Torrington, and duke of Albemarle. Thia 
elevation of the general to the peerage was fo highly ac- 
ceptable to the reft of that auguft body, that, as foonas it 
was announced to the houfe by the lord chancellor, thej^ 
ordered the lord great chamberlain, and lord Berkley, t6 
wait upon king Charles, to return him their thanks for 
the well-merited hotiourshe had conferred on this illuftrious 

* *' He refufcd the kingdom when it wat offered him bv the dif- 
traded republicans, to keep it from its ri^ht owner. He defpifed a 
ditdem to which he had no right; and, with equal greatnefa of mind, 
refufed to make any terms with him to whom it belonged. ' He faw 
the folly of cobling conftitutions. and pretending to take power from 
<Hie fet of men 10 give it to another. He chofe therefore, like a 
wife and honeft man, to fil thio« upon their old bouom**'— Camp- 
Ml, Vol. sd., 

perfon* 
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perfbnage*, a mark of refpefl: as honourable as it wa^ 
£ngular> and well defer\'ed. It had been propofed juft 
before the reftoration adtually took place, to fettle aa 
iLundred thoufand pounds a year on general Monk, but 
as he was a man ever averfe to mercenary (lipulation^ 
for his own benefit, this propofal was not caxried into 
execution ; and Charles being, perhaps, not the moft 
liberal monarch in the world, in rewarding ihofe to whom 
be owed every thing, thought it a fufficient recompenfo 
to fettle on the duke the fum of feven thoufand pounds 
a year, in lieu of that fum which had been formerly fug- 
gefted as his proper reward. Whether the oeconomical 
retrenchment was juft, we fhall not take upon us to de- 
cide I but the duke received the recompencc with all the 
gratitude that could be expc£led to attend the moft liberal 
gift. He was filent notwithftanding the defalcation ; and, 
to add, if pofTible, to thofe honours which his condiift had 
already- acquired him, was content. The duke of 
York, who was, immediately after the reftoration, ap^ 
pointed lord high admiral, was truly fenfibie of the exten* 
five abilities of this great man. He was his conftant 
friend and councellor. He advifed, and in great mea- 
fure direftcd, though not openly, all matters relative to. 
the navy, at the fame time that he was continued in the 
command of the army, as long, as it is remarked by Camp- 
bell, as there was any army for him to ccmmaiidi, H^ was alfo 
appointed mafter of the horfe, and one of the lords of the 
kings bed-chamber. At the commencement of the firft 
■D'.jtch war in 1664, the duke of York took upon himfetf 
4he command of the fleet ; and, during his ebfcnce, de*. 
puted the. duke of Albemarle to executCy at home, the 
1>ffice of lord high admiral % in his room : a trult of the 

higheft 



* And is fnld alfo to have been attended by almoft the whole houfe 
of commons. 10 the door oF the houfe of peers. 

t When war was declared againfl the French on the loth of Fe- 
bniarv 166,5-6, he was ftiled in the \ixoc\zmzi\Qr\ general of his maje^ 
^y^s/orces h land. The army, though its numbers were confiderably 
reduced, was flill in cxiflence. The duke of Albemarle was alfo one 
of the perfonagcs who figncd both the proclamauuns of war againft 
Holland and France. 

X " Having had the moft undoubted evidences of the experience, 
•bility, aiid zeal, to his majcfly's fcrvice, of George, duke of Albe* 

xnarlct 
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Mglieft nature, which he moft worthily difcharged* 
When the plagiie broke out, which it did in the year 
1665, and it became necelTary for king Charles to retire 
to Oxford, the duke was left in the capital as a kind of 
♦pro-fovereign *. While he paid the gieateft attention to 
the miferies and wants of the people ; while he diftri- 
buted among them, with the moft numane diligence and 
impartiality, thofe fums which, raifed fpr their relief, he 
confiderably augmented by his own additional charity; 
while he continued, at the greateft perfonal rifk, in the 
midft cA infcftion and difeafe, ufiAg every method to 
check and reftrain its progrefs, he neglefted not, even in 
the fraalleft particular, that lefs interefting duty than the 
fervice of humanity, the care of the war ; fo that we know 
not which moft to admire, the humane and paternal ten- 
dernefs of the noble, or the extenfive, and, indeed, un- 
mcafurable abilities of the warrior and ftatefman. The 
duke of York having quitted the command of the fleet 
immediately after the firft engagement with the Dutch, 
it became neceflary, in the fallowing fpring, to find out 
fome perfonage worthy to be entrufted with fo great a 
command. The whole nation, as it were with one ac- 
cord, turned their eyes, on this occafion, on the duke. 
Little reafon had they, however, to hope that he, who 
had already undergone fo much fatigue both of mind and 
body, would readily ftand forth, on fuch an occafion, to 
brave thofe difficulties which the honours he had already 
earned might have appeared to warrant an excufe for his 
not encountering, rew perfons are able to foretel the 
refolvcs of a great mind. It is one of the qualities of 
human nature to eftimate all aclions, and to prcfcrlbe the 
line of every perfons conduft ; each man according to the 
limits or extent of his own ideas. Hence are mankind 
frequently deceived in the judgments they form on the 

tnarle, I have, with his majefly's con Pent and approbation, appointed 
the faid dake of Albemarle, in my abfcnce, to order and govern alt 
affairs relative to the navy." Dated 9 2d of March 1664. ^ Duke of 
York's Memoirs, p. 125. 

* *' At the time of the plague, when the king went to Salifbury, 
the dake of Albemarle was left, with the foot guards and a troop of 
horfe, to take care of London, left the republicans and fanatics, en- 
couraged by the Dutch, ibould rife."— ^^^^Macpherfon. 

future 
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future condud of each other, when there is the fmalleft 

difparity between them either of abilities or public fpirit. 
The duke not only very readily undertook the charge \ 
but nobly offered, that if the king thought it would, in 
any degree, conduce to the benefit of the public fervice, 
he would be content to ferve, in a fubordinate (latioDy 
iindvr the command of prince Rupert. This, which 
would have been a mod extraordinary inftance of felf- 
denial to an am6itious man, was not permitted ; but the 
prince was joined with him in the command. On the 
a^d of April 1666 1, they took their leave of the king 
and repairing to the fleet, which failed foon afterward?, 
hoi (led the (landard on board the Royal Charles. 
Intelligence having been foon after received that the 
French fleet was coming up the Channel, in order to efFeft 
a junction with the Dutch, prince Rupert was detached 
with the white fquadron, by orders from the lord high 
admiral, to intercept them in their paflage. The duKe 
of Albemajrle was, of courfe, left with the red and blue 
fquadrons only, which were not more than fifty-fix fhips : 
whereas the Dutch fleet, even by their own accounts, 
confided of eighty- four. With thefe wonderful odds in 
his disfavour ^, the duke maintained the fight for three 

days. 



* ** The friends of the duke were onanimoufly agatnft bi« accepting 
tbe command : they faid he bad already eftabliOicd bta rcpuution at a 
foldier^ fcaman, and fiatcfman ; that it was uoreafonable to cxpe& him, 
at his time of life, to fiake all the honours he had won on tbe fortune 
of a day; and that the Dutch were already driven to that degree of 
defperation which rendered them mod dangerous at fea. The duke 
thanked them for the refpe6l they had (hewn for his perfon and cha- 
rader, but at the fame time added, ** thefe were mtcftke cafe ; tkat ht 
valued mdt her farther than as they were ujefitl to kU cmmtry \ mad tkat he 
was determined to obey the hing's commands tjince he wasfure he Jkould 
either accompU/h them^ or die in the a//<n^r."—— Campbell's Mem. of 
Monk. 

f " Whitehall, April 23. " This day his higbnefs, prince Ro« 
pert, and his grace the duke of Albemarle, bis majefly's generals at 
fea, having uEen lea^ of their majefties and royal highncu'f , and re- 
ceived the compliments of the whole court, went hence to the fleet, 
being followed with tbe tows and praters of tbe whole aation, for 
a happy fuccefs to their glorious expedition." Gazette, No. 47. 

t In fir John Harman's account of tbeadion the following misfo««- 
tunc is taken notice of. '< The duke, when he came on the coafl of 

Dunkirk^ 
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ixys\ with a M%, comparatively fmalL On the evening 
of the 3d we behold him as a commander in a ftill more 
brilliant point of view than yrt have hitherto feen hinu 
Deprived of viftory by fuperior numbers, but not van- 
quiflied by them, we fee him, with jhe cool intrepidity of 
an hero, retiring (lowly before an enemy elated with their 
temporary advantage, but unable to make the fmallefl im- 
prelfion on the reduced and fhattered fquadrons of their 
anugonifts t. Such was the eflFe£k of courage^ aided by 
the moft confummate prudence {. On the evening of the 
third day, the fquadron under prince Rupert, confifting 
of twenty or tAventy-two fail, returning from their fruit- 
lefs expedition, re-joined the duke. The battle was re« 
newed on the fourth day with ilill greater fury) and the 
£ngli(h having fought through the Dutch fleet nve times I, 
with confiderahle advantage, had, though late, the fatif^ 
faction of obtaining a dear and hard-earned vi6lory. In 
this SL&ion the duke expofed himfelf to the moft eminent 
perfonal riik, having, at the time fuccefs was more thaa< 
doubtful, ruihed almoft too bravely into the thickeft of 
the fight $, that the men might receive additional fpirit 



Dunkirk, to avoid running on a fand made a fudden tack, wbick 
brought his top-maft to the board, whereupon he wu forted to lie-by 
four or fivtf hours, till another was fet up: but the blue fifuadron 
knowing nothing of this failed 00, fighting thiough the Dutch fleet, 
which were five to one* 

• Our Gazette fayt only two. 

f ** The next day the duke engaged the Dutch again, though above 
double his number of (hips, and the Dutch hourly receiving frcfli 
fupplies: fo be did the day after, the 3d of June, when the duke 
mauled feveral of his moft difabled (hips, after be had taken out their 
men, to be burnt; and had but iixteen fhips left able ta fight, with 
which he retreated, putting them between the Dutch and his unburnt 
difabled Qiips."<*— -Sir John Harman's Account. 

X ** In this retreat, which was managed with all imaginable care 
and prudence, the lord generaf commanded the men, out of the St. 
Paulf and two other Aug ihtps, that feemed unferviceable, and might 
probably have otherwife fallen into the enemies power, and, for pre- 
vendon, fet them on fire." Gazette, No. 59. 

(Kennet, Vol. iii. p ^60. 
'' The. duke had all his tackle taken off by chain (hot, and his 
breeches, to his ikin were fhot off; but he riggea again jury mafts and 
fell into the whole body of the Dutch fleet, where he attacked 
Dc Ruyter.*'^—* Gaz. No. 59. 

^ from 
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from the example of their noble commander, and xtoi he 
intimidated by the partial advantage, and fuperior num«- 
bers of the foe. The event in Tome meafure rewarded 
Ins intrepidity, the Dutch being driven home with 
ignominy*, and the English enabled to return with fafety 

into 



♦ •* Dc Ruyter ordered the fleet to drive all night, and finding no 
enemy in the morniiig, arrived that day, with fixty fail, si the wet- 
iings; teq, who were difablcd, pat into Goree; ten other» fbrthf 
fime reafoD, made for the Texel ; and the four, which were burn|[ 
laade in all eighty-four."-— —Tranf. of Dutch Ace. of the Adion, 
Sloanian MS. No. 3328. 

•* Whitehall, June 6. About one o'clock thisafremoon, fir Danr^l 
. Harvfy arrived here from the fleet with the tidings of a happy vi^ory, 
obtained over the Dutch, by his majefiy's fleet under prince Rupei t 
and the lord general, after an cngag;emeot of tJkree days, in tM> of 
which, his grace the lord general, with fifiv fliips, had maintained, 
with advantage, againft eightv, or more, of the enemy, which at laft 
he faw encreafcd to more tnan doable his number. His higbnefs 
joined him fo happily with the fquadron under his command, that the 
ihird day after a very clofe and bloody fight, the Dutch fleet wttt 
forced to run, our's purfuing them . fo long as our powder lafled* 
Pive-and-thirty only of the enemy were fcen together; what became 
of the reft it not ytt known. Many of tb«ir fl^ipt -were eertttnly 
funk and burnt by our*s, and fome by accidents txom their own.'* 
Such is the Englifh account, given by authority, in the Gazette, 

^o- 59- 

As to the lofs fuftained on thii occafion it it fomewhar difficuh to 
attain the truth. Some of the Dalrh anthort raife our lofs to thirty, 
five fliips. Rapin appears willing to magnify it beyond all bounds of 

1)robability, and ftates it at twenty-three great fliips, befides others of 
efTcr note j fix thoufand men flain, and two thonfand fix hundred 
taken prifoners ! ! ! 1 he moft moderate of the Dutch hiflortans make 
our lofs fixtcen men of war, of which fix were taken and ten funk. 
In the Narrative of the fight, drawn up immediately after by the order 
'of the fiatcs-gcneral, and prcfcrved in the BritiOi Mofeum, wc find 
the following particulars. ** The Dutch fleet is admitted to have 
confided of cij^hty-ihrcc men of war; the Englifli ftid to have been 
n6out eighty. (N. B. Wc know it confifted of fifty-fix fliips.) That 
in a fliort lime an Englifli frigate, of fifiv guns, wns fcen to fink by a 
"broadfide from De Ruyier. The Swififure, of fcvenly juns, com- 
manded by fir W. Berkeley, was taken by Hcndrick Adrianfon; the 
Sfvcn Oaks, of fixty guns, by captain Wander Yacj and the Loyal 
George, of forty-four, by captain Swart. About fcvcn or eight in 
the cvrning, an Englifh (hip of fixty or fcventy guns, was funk. OA 
the ffcond day five thips, whofe names are not given, are faid to have 
bLcn (link. On the evening of this day the Royal Prince grounded 
oa the Galloper and was bmrnt the ntxt morning. On d^e laft d^y 
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Aitoport, and refit their (hips at leifure, without expofing 
the nation to thpfe depredations, and mifchiefs, defeat 
would cettainly have occafioned. Depfived, but for a 
ihort period, of that reward which fhould ever accom- 

Snyiuch heroifm, he did not long continue inadive. 
aving with the utmoft expedition refitted his (hattered 
ihipsy and being alfo reinforced by fooie which had not 
been in the late adion, he put to fea a fecond time on 
the 19th of ^uly, and on the 25th gained a mod fignal 
vii^ory over the Dutch, under the command of his former 
^ntagontft De Ruyter, having taken or deftroyed up- 
wards of twenty men of war. The confequence of this 
glorious advantage was confiderably greater than the 
vidory hfelf ; the deftruftion of the Dutch convoy, con- 
fifting of two men of war and upwards of 150 merchant 
ihips, laying within the iflands Ulie and Schelltng. The 

.the Eoglifli,. now joined by prince Rapert» are faid to have retiied, 
leaving behind them four men of war, the Bull, the EOex, the Clove 
Tree, and Convertine ; making the lofs of the Englifli, in the whole, 
^moant to fifteen Qiipti and, aa a conclafion, they roodeflJy add, in 
tbefe figfau the Enghfli have loft, at leafi, twenty-three ifaipt, burnt 
and taken." We muftbeg leave to remark, howdver, that one of the 
ftipa faid to have been uken, the Seven Oakes, never exified. By 
the Englifii accounu, the lofs fuflained is confined to the Royal 
xrince, the St. Paul, and two other bad failing (hips bumt^ the three 
laft by the command of the duke of Aibeitarle biififelf, and the Swift- 
fure, the £flex> the Clove Tree, the Convertine, the Ball, the Spread 
£^le, the Loyal George, and Little Catherine taken, the two laft being 
liired merchant fliipt, an inconfiderablc loft wbA compared with the 
difadvantaee ar which the Englifli fought. 

We find further, in the Gazette No. 72, " tt will not be won- 
dered at tliat the. enemy have hitherto, by ali arts poftible, endea- 
voured to diflemble their loflea in the late engagement. We at this 
diftkffce have not been able to get anexad account of them; while 
their own people at home are kept in the dark. But this week we 
find they have, indeed, mifling, fiffteeh of their ihips,. and twenty one 
captains, as they are ingenuoufly given by their own commanders, who* 
liirely, are beft able Co give us Itbe Certainty of it." This account baa 
been uniformly credited, and inferted by the moft impartial EngUfli 
liiftorians. ^ we ftiall conclode bur remarks on this a^ion, by adding 
tbe.ehconiiaiQ pafled by the penfionary De Witt himfelf, as related 
by fir Williaift Temple. *^ The EngU/k, faid be, go^ wmre glory, lo 
tkm natutif and tke vmnrtciUe courage of tkeirjeamem^ fy tkoft engage 
wcntt, tkam. by tki two viSories of this *war, tie l}utch ctMneo^ have 
^heen hnmgkt «m, tkefoUowMg days, after tke difaduantages of the frfii 
Mod, he keiievedt no Ukar lutioa itfiQ$ capaite of it kut tki MngtiflL 

VOL.L P ^^ ^^ 
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fleet returning into port about the middle of Auguft, tA« 
duke quitted, with the higheft reputation and eclat^ this 
his lad naval command ; and being recalled to London, by 
the king, rendered, in his civil capacity, fuch fervice, 
during the lamentable fire in the begmning of September 
following, as almoft, if it had been poflible, would have 
eclipfed the glory of his military atchievements. In- 
deea he appears, on all occafions, to have been efteemed, 
by the nation, as well as the king, their conftant refuee 
and fupporter in the hour of diftrefs and danger*. 
Campbell reports, that the ^ople faid openly in the 
(Ireets, as he paiTed, that, if his grace had been there, thi 
city would not have been burnt ; and remarks, that this ex«> 
travagant mark of veneration and aife^lion for his perfon, 
could arife only from their perfe£l fatisfadion in regard 
to what he had performed. When the Dutch, through 
the parfimony of Charles, were enabled to make the moft 
difgraceful and infulting attack the nation ever under-* 
went, and burnt feveral of our (hips of war in the Medwav^ 
during the month of June 1607, the duke was agam 
called forth as the guardian genius of the ifle, whofe pre- 
fence could calm the terror and defpair of his countrymen, 
could infufe into them a courage which the very unexpede4 
mode of their enemy's attack had funk, and repel, as 
it were by his frown, the further progrefs of the invaders* 
Such, however, was the general conftemation, that his 
orders were but imperfedly obeyed, or the mifchief oc- 
cafioned by this enterprize would not have extended fo fax 
as it did. But deprelfed as the fpirits of the people wexe, 
his noble example kept the men, in fome degree, to their 
duty, when any other means had been totally unequal to 
the taik. It is reported of him, that when he expofedhia 
perfon more than prudence appeared to require, at the 
time it was apprehended the Dutch were preparing to 
land near Chatham, an officer of rank rcmondrated with 

^ * '* His maycfty hath fet hourly in council, and ever fince hath con* 
tinued making conftant rounds about the ciiy, in all parts of it, where 
the danger and mifchief was greateft, till this mornintr that be hath 
fent his grace the duke of Albemarle, whom he hath called for to 
aflift him on this ^reat occafion, to put his happy and fuccedfal hautd 
10 the finifluDg this memorable delivcrancc."--Gaz. No. 85. 

him. 
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hiniy in mild terms, on the danger he ran and appeared 
to have too little fenfe of. His anfwer was perfectly ex- 
preflive of that fpirited conduft which he had ever (hewn. 
" Siry if I had been afraid of bullets ^ I Jbould have quitted 
this trade of a foldier long ag^^ He had been, on the 24th 
of May preceding this event, appointed firft conimiffioner 
for executing the office of lord high treafurer of England *; 
fo that at one time he was general and commander-in- 
chief of the land forces, joint-admiral of the fleet t, and 
prime minifter, offices fo heterogeneous to each other, that 
the people would have been led to cenfure the power 
which confided fo multifarious a truft to one pcrfon, had 
they not been convinced his great abilities were perfeftly 
equal to the difcharge of them all, and that nothing but 
theimpoffibility of his being prcfent, at one and the fame in- 
ilant, at the treafury, on board the fleet, and at the head 
of his army, prevented his afling alfo, at the fame in- 
ftant as a moft faithful Reward and able financier, as a 
ikilful and brave naval commander, and an intrepid and 
fuccefsful general, to the difcharge of all which employ- 
ments he appeared fo peculiarly adapted, that it were per- 
haps difficult to fay, in which, fingly, he would have 
moft excelled. The vaft and long-continued exertions 
both of mind and body, foon after this time, induced a 
moft rapid and premature decay, which obliged him, in 
great meafure, to retire from public fervice, and baffling 
every affiftance of medicine^, put a period to his exiftcnce 

on 

* On the death of the great ear] of Southampton, who had held 
the office of lord treafurer ever fince the 8th of September 1660. It ia 
faid, that king Charles, by making this appointment, honed to mode* 
rate the grief, and calm the apprehenfions of the people, who were 
much agitated at the death ot the earl, the long and deferved obje& 
of their favour, and whofe lofs, as a prime minifler, they thought 
would be very imperfe6ily fupplied by any other perfon. A moft 
elegant eulogium ; and we arc at a lofs to decide on which of thefe 
two noble perfons it relieved the greateft honour. 

t His commiffion not having been revoked, though he might be 
faid to have quitted bis command, on being fent for by king Cnarlet^ 
at the time of the great fire. 

X Confiderable hopes of his recovery were for fome time entertained 
iQ confequeoce of his having employed a Dr. Sermon, a celebrated 
eropirick of hit day, who gave him tne moft flattering hopes of reco* 
vei7 \ but thefe foon proved deluGve. The nation was difappointed 
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on the 3d of January 1669*. The chara£Eer of thitf 
great man having been already fufficiently difplayed by 
the nirrative of his adtioiis, it becomes unneceflary to add 
any tning to that general eulogium which mult, 2s it 
were, involuntarily iiow from the tongue, the pen, the 
heart of cvje.y perfon w^ho contemplates them. The pre- 
judice and malevolence of party has, however, on fome 
particular occafions, bafely endeavoured to diminifli that 
repu*3U0ii which envy will ever ufe its utmofl endeavour 
to prevent from falling to the lot of any individual. 
Burnet, in particular, has charged him with having been 
the author of the very unwarrantable execution of thb 
marquis of Argyle, with being the principal advifer of the 
match with the Infanta of Portugal, and the firft propofer 
and chief promoter of the falc of Dunkirk. Thcfe feve- 
ral ch;jrges having already been very fufficiently difproved 

of its wifhes, and the do^lor of bis fame. Some opinioa, however^ 
may be formed oi die high cftimation in which the duke was publicly 
held, by the following cxtraft from Kenncr. " The duke of Albe- 
niarle had this fummcr fallen into a long and dangerous diftcmper^ 
bat in the beginning of July he thought himfclf perfeflly recovered 
and rcflorcd to his former health, by the aififtance of a William Ser« 
mon ofBriOol, whofe pills had thai fuccefs, as to bring him pcrfedly 
to his ilccp and appetite, and wholly to abate all fympioms of his dit- 
cafe ; fo that, oh July the 12th, as being perfcfily cared, he difmilled his 
phyficijns from their further attendance} and next day Mr. Sermon wat 
prefentird ;o his majeOv, in St. Jamea*s Park, where ne had the bonoar 
to be admitted to kifs his maje Ay*s hand, and 10 receive his thanks^ for 
t!)( ,.ood fcTvicc of that excellent cure performed upon his grace," as 
v^cil us b;.' rhc tenor of adveitifement put forth by the do£lor, on this 
oc: Wion, in ihc: Gazette, No. 398. •* Thefe art to give notice, tAat 
If \iba m Stnrun, doElor ofphyjic, a perfon fo eminently famous 

FOR II IS L i: K K OP HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF AlBEMAELS^ 

is Tncv'^' f\m Brijfol to London^ £Jc." 

« ti Whi chall, Jan. 3. This morning died at his apartmenc, fo the 
Co-koM, ':is grace, George, duke of Albemarle, lord general of his 
mi icily s force^i, after a long indirpofuion of health, in the fixty fie* 
coH /cir of his acr? , infinitely lamented by their majefites, their royal 
h i' ri..oiirs, aid the whole court and kingdom. His raajcfty, to exprefs 
' u -: •^r(;y. v^;ut he had for the incomparable merits of that great and 
^: v..::v >i. ;.cri>>T , towirds his majeftyand his people, was pleated to Gg* 
n iv if. ^r, ^s th' iad maik of hit gratitude to the immortal memory of 
tl'- .1 ^ v: ' J, '1 : n^ i'y fly would himfclf take care for the funeral to be 
Ci'loS .'L-^J With J ( >lc!naity, fuch as may become the glorious things 
he f.M ;• fht- {'.-rvire of the crown, and the eminent Icnfe and TaliMT 
111: j;u :.'•. wii* ever retain of ibcm-** — Gaz. No. ^^z^ 
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by feveral hi(torians of the firft credit for candour and 
impartiality, it is become unneceflary to fay any thing 
farther in their refutation in this pUcc. Malice, envy, 
and prejudice may, probably for a Ihort period, dim the 
luftreof the rnoft brilliant aftions ; but time operating 
like the wind will blow off the fiimfy clouds which 
vainly attempted to obfcure their fplendour^ . His cha- 
rafter in private life was no lefs worthy than we have 
leen it in his public: as a friend fmcere, as a parent af- 
feftionat^: of his conduft as an hufband it will be fuffi- 
cient to lay, that the grief occulioned by his death pro- 
duced that of his dnchcfs alfo*. lU-treatcd as his me- 
lanory may have been on fome occafions, on others he has 
experienced more go(^d fortune than hns frequently fallen 
to the lot of great men like himfelf. He was generally 
remembered with gratitude by all ranks and conditions of 
men, from the peafant up to the prince, even after death 
had prevented his rendering them any further fervicc. 
As the expence of his funeral was defrayed by the king, 
fo was it conduced in a ftile fo Aimptnous as to do the 
higheft credit to royal munificence t. The principal part 
of the nobility, feveral of the officers of the king's houf- 
hold, and an immenfc train of other perlbns of the firft 
dirtindlion in the kingdom, attended, and appeared to vie 
with each other, who fhould, with the moll heartfelt 
ibrrow, beftow this laft melancholy honour to the remains 
of him, who, when living, had been the conftant objcdl 
of their admiration and delight :{:. The only poffible 

• «« Whitfliall, Jan. B3. This morning died, at the Cockpit, her 
grace theducheR ok Albemarle, after a long and tedious indifpofitioQ 
of body, which had been extraordinarily cncrcafcd by the grief flie*had 
for the latcdcaih of the duke her hufband. — Gaicite, No. 437. 

f On the 30th of April, the body was interred in Henry the Vllth's 
chapel. 

% At the concluGon of the account given of the folemnity in the 
Gazette, and wliich, though abridged, is too loni^ tobr inlV't.d he»e, 
it is faid, '* This is, in &ort, ;in account of this great folemnity, 
which was carried on with cxiuordmary pomp, oiu:r, a. id .ua^. \\. 
ccnce, and is, by command, to be publilhcd ar lar^e, and the whule 
reprefenicd in fculpiure, to perpetuate this laft honour done by his 
majeUy's command, and at his expeuce, to the eternal memory of ibif 
glorious perfon.*' N B. The book aiiudcd to, contaitiing ju en- 

?;ravcu leprcfeniaiion of the ceremonial, is now become exceeding 
carce and in veiy few hands. There is one picfcrvcd in the library 
of the hcrild's college. ^ 

P 3 fcmblance 
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fembbnce of ingratitude to him is, that no monument 
was ercfted to his memory, on which Campbell makes 
the following elegnnt remark, as juft, and» perhaps, a 
more exalted tribute to it than the marble honours of a 
fculptured quarry. " Te/, as if his fame had stood 
IN NEED OF NO SUCH SUPPORT, a monument v/as neg^ 
UQed\ only thofe who have the care of t})e place ^ preferve bis 
figure in wax, and think itfufficienty to raije the admiration of 
every loyal fpeaatory to fay , this is GENERAL MONK." 
We iball conclude our long account of this truly great 
iintt, in which an almoft enthufiadic veneration for his 
many virtues, has induced mod perfons to dwell with 
pleafnre, with the following fhort and mixleft chara6ler 
given of him in the certificate of his funeral. ** The 
merit and happy fuccefs of this great duke is not to be 

Earalleled by any fubje£l that ever lived in this kingdom, 
e being the perfon to whofe wifdom, condu6l, and 
courage his majelly principally owed his happy reftora- 
tion. In the enjoyment of his riches he demeaned him- 
felf with that fingubr fidelity and courage, both in peace 
and war, and with that modefty and evennefs of temper, 
without b. ing elated with profperity and the affluence ojf 
honours, riches, and authority, as that he gained the love, 
admiration; and refped of all good men." 

ANDERSON, John, — is faid to have commanded the 
Sophia in 1660. 

ANDREW'S, William,— commanded the Saint Paul 
fireihip in 1666 ; and had no other appointment till the 
year 1673, when he was made captain of ti e Providence. 

ASHdY, Arthur, — ferved as lieutenant of the Crown 
in 1664 : in 1666 he was appointed crfptain of the 
Guinea, a fourth rate, and was unhappily killed on the 
ajth of July following, when prince Rupert and the duke 
of Albemarle gained fo decifive a viSor) over the Dutch. 

BAKER, Jacob, — was made commander of the Roe 
Ketch in 1666, of the New Ketch yacht in 1670, the 
Merlin yacht in 1671, and on the 5th of September 1677 
of the Portfmouth yacht. ' 

BALL, Andrew, — ^was, in 1666, made commander, 
firft ot the Happy Entrance fireihip, and afterwards of 
the Akppine firefiiip. In 1668 he was removed into the 
Orange Tree fireihip, and failing foon afterwards to the 
• . . ^ . Streights, 
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Streights^ under the command of fir Thomas Alien, was 
unfortunatelv drowned. 

BARNEd, Butler> — after having heen appointed 
commander of the Royal Charles hired Ihip of war in 
1666, was, in 1668, made lieutenant of the Vidory. 

BATTERS, Chriftoi^er, — ^^commanded the jofepb 
firefhip in 1666. 

BELLASYSE, JohA, — was appointed to command 
the Guelders de Ruyter in 1666 f After the firft adion • 
with the Dutch be commanded one of the companies 
yrhich landed on the ifland of Schelling, and is faid to 
have behaved himfelf, on tb^t fervice, with the greateft 
gallantry ; but nothing farther is known of him. 

BLAKE, John, — ^was made lieutenant of the Briftol in 
1665 ; in 1666 he was appointed, by prince Rupert and 
the duke of Albemarle, commander of the Helverfome; . 
and, in 1668, of the Kent, by coamiiffion from the duka 
of York. 

BOONE, John, — after having been appointed com- 
mander of the Wild Boar firefhip in 1660, was made 
fecond lieutenant of the Warfpight in 1673. 

BONN, John, — probably the (ame perfon with the 
forcing, is faid to have commanded the Wild Boar 
firemip in 1666. 

BRADFORD, Richard,— was made lieutenant of the 
Bear in 1660, of the Advice in 1665, and in the follow- 
infi" year commander of the Crown of Malaga. 

BRIDGMAN, Thomas, — was made lieutenant of the 
Briftol, and Refolutioh, fuccelSvely, in 1664; of the 
Swiftfure in 1665 ; and, in 1666, was promoted to the 
command of the Guemfey. In 1668 he was removed 
into the Speedwell, and fent, together with the Vi^ory 
frigate*, to Iceland, for the protedion of the whale 
iifliery. In the following year he commap4ed the Foun- 
tain. At the commencement of the fecond Dutch war 
he was appointed to the Sweepftakes, and in 1677 to the 
Greenwich. This appears to have beep his hift coip^ 
mand. 

BROOKES, John, (ift)—wa} appointed captain of the 
Little Mary in 1666, and met with confiderable fuccefs 

f A fliip uken from the French. 

? 4 agaioft 
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againft the commerce of the enemy, (he being a prime 
failer, and employed as a cruifing (hip. 

BROOKES, John, (2d)— comman^lcd the Greenwich, 
a fourth rate of fifty four guns, in 1666 ; in this (hip he • 
was prefent at both the engagements which took place 
with the Dutch in that year, his being the leading (hip 
of the rear-admiral of the red's diviiion. In 167a he 
was promoted to the Mary, a fourtlh rate ; and either died 
or retired from thfe fervicc foon afterwards. 

BROWNE, Henry, — commanded the Richard fire(hip 
in 1666. He was put under the orders of fir R. Holmes 
in the month of Aiiguft, when he was detached to attack 
the Dutch fleet within the iflands of Ulie and Schelling... 
Captain Brown rendered himfelf very confpicuous on this 
occafion by burning the largeft of two men of war which 
were ftationed thereto giiard the merchant (hips. This, 
which was the moil diiBcult and dangerous exploit in the- 
whole expedition, he very bravely and fuccefsfuliy efl!e£led ; 
and as^ fuch condud could not have failed to ha%'e pro- 
cured him that promotion he fo juftly merited, we are na* 
turally led to conclude he died foon afterwards, as wc have> 
been able to obtain no farther intelligence concerning^ 
him. 

BUSTOW, William, — was made lieutenant of the^ 
Unicorn in 1664, and commander of the Young Prince 
fiireihip in 1666. In the following year he was pro* 
motcd to the Francis frigate, and fent to the Mediterra- 
nean, in the monih of Oftober 1668, being ordered by 
fir Thomas Allen, with captain, afterwards fir Richard, 
Rooth, In the Garland, to block up the port of Sallee. 
They had the good fortune to give a very decifive check 
to the depredations of thofe pirates, by the capture or de- 
ttrliftion of four of their principal corifairs*. Alter he 
quitted the command of this frigate he was not again 
employed till the year 1673, 'when he was made captain 
of the Mary yacht. In this veffel he was unfortunately 
loft on the ^iih of March 1675!. 

BUTLER, 
• 

* See thft'Life of fir R. Rooilv, f. i8. 

f or ihij uusfortunc we have ibe foilowiDg accooat in a letter from. 
Chcflcr, dated March 31, ir>7.5. '* On the 25ih infiant, about two 
p*clock in the morning, the wcaihcr being very foggy, the yacht touched 

upon 
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BUTI/ER, John, — was made commander of the Weft 
Friezland by the joint admirals, princ^^ Rupert and the 
duke of Albemarle, in 1666. He was onc^of the cap* 
tains who commanded the fuccefsful attack on the iflands 
of Ulie and Sohelling, under fir Robert Holmes. We 
hear nothing further of him till the year 1672, when he 
was made captain of the Mary and Martha. 

CARTERET, Benjamin, — was made lieutenant of 
the Leopard in 1662, and of the Jerfey in 166^. In the 
following year he was made commander of the Pearl. 
On the 19th of February 1666-7, being at that time con- 
voy to a fleet of colliers bound from Newcaftle to London, 
he fell in with a. Dutch man of war of fifty guns and 
three hundred men ; the Pearl being a fmaU frigate car- 
rying only twenty-fix guns. The a6tion between them 
comtnenced about eleven in the morning, and continued, 
wit^eut interruption, feveral hours ; there being fo 
dead a calm that the Little Viftory frigate, who was alfo 
of the convoy, could not come to her aUiftance. A breeze 
fpringing up when night approached, and aiFdrding the 
Viftory an opportunity of fuccouring her confort, the 
Dutch (hip, though dill fuperior in force, made all the 
fail he could to get ofF, after having loft a number of his 
men, and received confiderable damage in his hull. Our 
fhips continued the chace for a fhort time : but the Pearl 
herfelf being a good dealdifabled, captain Carteret thought 
It moft prudent to quit her, and return to his charge. 
Nothing farther appears relative to this officer, who feemt 
to have aded, on this occalion, with the greateft bravery 
and prudence, till the year 1671, when he was made 
lieutenant of the Crown. In the following year he was 



npon a rock to the N. W, of the Skerries, a fmall ifle to the eaU- 
"Ward of Holyhead bay, the Teamen and paffcngers being moft of tkem 
fnug under neck. The firft touch roafcd the feaxnen, who, looking 
about, cried ail is well: butprefeotly the yacht ilruck again on an* 
other rock and there ftuck, io near the Skerries, that when the Tea 
made the ▼effel roll, the maft touched the land, by vhich only means 
tbofo that were preferved efcaped. The earl of Meatb, and about 
thirty-four more, periflied in the yacht, of which number were the 
capuin, whofe n^me was Bttfiow, the boatfwain, and two feamen* 
About noon the mafi gave^iiray ; and the cantain endea? ouriog to fave 
the e«rl of llAeath and the reft» was bimfclf loft. 
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lemored into the Saint George; and in 1673 into the 
Triumph. He was difcharged from this (hip foon after- 
wards by command of the duke of York, at that time lord 
high admiral, but on what particular account, or accufa«r 
tion, does not appear. 

CHANT, William, — was made firft lieutenant of the 
Warfpight in 1666; he Toon afterwards was removed into 
the Royal Charles; and in the fame year was oromoted, 
by prince Rupert and the duke ot Albemarle, to the 
command of the George hired fiiip of war. No farther 
particulars relative to him are known* 

CLAPP, Thomas, — commanded the Little Lyon fire* 
fiiip in 1666. 

CLARK, Henry, — was madelieutenantof the Young 
Prince in 166 1, of the Hampfliire in 1665, and the Henry 
io 1666 : he was prefently afterwards made commander 
€xf the John and Thomas. In the year 1 669 he was pro* 
moted to the command of the Holmes frigate and fent t0 
the Streights. On this ftation he was very a&ive, and 
jingularly fortunate, againft the corfairs belonging to 
Sallee. In the month o7 July 1 670, he drove two of their 
Teflels on ihore, but the fliallownefs of the water prevented 
lis ef&Aing. their total demolition. In a few days after 
this exploit he drove a third into the enemy's port : he 
purfued her with the greateft eagemefs even under the 
cuns of their caftle ; but the corfair, by towing with his 
Soats a-head, unfortunately got over tlie bar before the 
^olmes could clofe with him. He then put to Cadiz to 
^fit and repair fome damage he had received from the 
£re of the caftle and batteries. This being accompliihed 
he put to fea again ; and on the 5th of Odober following 

r>t fight of two fail off Sallee, one of which was a cor- 
ir of confiderable force, the other a prize (he bad taken. 
He immediately attacked the (hip of war ; but ihe efcap* 
ing over the bar in confequence of a change of the wind, 
lie bore up for the other veflel, which he foon drove on 
fhore and deftroyed. On the i'4th of the fame month, 
ilill continuing his cruiie in the fame ftation, he was for- 
tunate enough to intercept the admiral and vice-admiral 
of the Salietme pirates, together with a prize they were 
conducing home. He brought them to adlion at eight 
o'clock in the morning : it cojjitihiled, without intermif- 
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fion» till fix at night ; during atll which time, notwithn 
ilanding he made feveral attempts for that purpofe, he 
could not fucceed in boarding either of them : at length, 
when the evening was far advanced, the vice-admiral 
finding no poflibility of efcape, run a-lhore^ together with 
her prize, and overfet. The admiral came to an anchor 
as near the (hore as he poflibly could, without immedi^ 
ate danger of ftriking. Thither captain Claik, not to be 
deterred by a trivial riik from his puifuit, followed, and, 
by a brifk cannonade, drove him from his anchorage; 
but the night being clofcd, captain Clark thought it not 

J)riident to purfue him farther, ra're efpecially as, in this 
ong and partially fuccefsful conteft, he had confumcd all 
his ammunition except three rounds. He had in thig 
adion tvtro men killed and ten wounded; a coniiderabl^ 
lofs when we refleft on t' e fize of his veffel, which was 
fcarcely larger than a fmall floop of war of the prefeat 
day. He would not, however, totally dcfill while there 
remained a poiTibility of injuring the enemy, for he, 
next day, boarded the prize he had driven on fliore, and 
which he found abandoned by the Moors. He removed 
whatever was valuable and left her to her fate, as he found 
Ibe had bulged. Returning from the Streights he was 
kemoved, in 1672, into the Nightingale, and fent to New-- 
foundland, where he had no other opportunity of didin- 
guifhin^ himfelf, than in taking a fmall Dutch privateer 
which mfefted that ftation. On his pafiage back to 
£urope, in company with the Adventure, he fell in with 
two Dutch privateers, one of which, carrying one hun- 
dred and fifty men, he captured, together with a French 
merchant-ihip, her prize ; and being ordered upon the 
IriOi ftation inunediately afterwards, took two other pri* 
vateers, which had done confiderable mifchief. He was 
foon afterwards promoted to the Yarmouth, a fourth rate, 
bu^ did not command her long, for in the f )llowing year 
we find him again promoted, by prince Rupert, to the 
York, a third rate. 

COLEMAN, William. — It is fomeyirhat fingular that 
this gentleman is cilled, by all hiftorians, (who, notwith** 
iftanding the mifnomer, have uniformly recorded his 
gallantry,) Coytb, or Coitte. What can have occa- 
fioned uus miftake we will not pretend to fay* He was 
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^ appointed fecond lieutenant of the fovereign in 1665, tad 
very foon afterwcrds was promoted to be firft lieutenant 
of the Mary. In 1666 he was ftill farther promoted to 
the command of the Guinea, a fourth rate, and fent to 
Lifbon, where he foon diftingui(hed himfelf by a fingnlar 
piece of gallantry, molt highly and defervedly ranked 
among thofe afts of bravery which have in all ages ex- 
cited the attention, as well of the poft as the hiltorian* 
During the time he lay in the Tagus, the captain of a 
French man of war, of much fuperior force, which was 
there alfo, frequently, and in very loud terms, boafted he 
"would follow the Englifh* frigate whenever (he left the 
liarbour> and make prize of her. This coming to the 
cars of captain Coleman, he, unwilling to deprive the 
Frenchman of the opportunity of making hrs fortune, or 
even to delay his happincfs, gave him notice he would the 
next day put to fea. The pepplc, who were acquainted 
both with the challenge and the acc<»ptance of it, were on 
the tiptoe of expeflation ; and fo far did they enter into 
the fpirit of this extra rdinary conteft, that confiderablc 
fttms were wagered upon the event. On the following 
day captain Coleman, true to his engagement, put to fea ; 
but the French commander, having llept upon his chal- 
lenge, did not think proper to comply with it. Captain 
Coleman, willing to give his adversary every poflible op- 
portunity of redeeming that credit, the firft breach of his 
appointment had moft certainly loft, continued to ftancjj 
off and on, in fight of the harbour, for three days; iti 
vain ! the Frenchman, neither folicitous for his own 
honour or the money of the friends, who had backed him, 
very contentedly continued in port, rather than attempt 
to put thofe threats in execution which he had wantonly 
and ra filly advanced. Captain Coleman, wearied with 
this fruitlcfs expectation, returned into the Tagus, frora 
whence, having taken a fleet of homeward-bound mer- 
chant Ihips under his proteftion, he immediately fet fail 
for England. As fome more fubftantial, though, perhaps, 
not more Tatisfadory reward than public applaufe, he 
captured two valuable prizes of between four and five 
hundred tons burthen each. He exhibited on this occa- 
fion an extraordinary inftance of public fpirit, by imme- 
diately burning his prizes, being unwillirg to d'ifable his 
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own fhip from farther fervicc by manning them^ and 
hoping^ on his paffage home, to meet with fomc more 
confiderable enemy. Almoft immediately on his return 
fte was appointed, by prince Rupert and the duke of AU 
bemarle, to command the Hampfhire. In this Ihip he 
ferved as one of the feconds to the rear-admiral ot the 
tvhite*, at the memorable defeat given to the Dutch in 
the month of July following. When the rupture with 
France was expected, in the year 1668, he was appointed 
to the Centurion, from which Ihip he was, early in the 
cnfuing fpring, removed into the Princefs. In the month 
of June he experienced a fecond removal, into the Portf- 
mouth, one of the fleet fent to the Streights, under the 
command of fir Thomas Allen. At the commencement 
of the fecond Dutch war he was made commander of the 
Glouceftcr, and in the month of May fent commodore of 
a fquadron, confifl'mg of ten fmall fhips of the line, and 
frigates, to reconnoitre and watch* the motions of the 
Dutch fleet. The enemy putting to fea in confiderable 
force, and detaching no lefs than thirty of their largeft 
Ihips in purfuit of captain Coleman and his little fleet, he 
was compelled to retreat, which he did in exipellent order, 
fighting as he retired, till he reached SheernCfs, where the 
Dutch finding the reception too warm for their cold 
conftitutionsy put about and rejoined their fleet. In 
1673 captain Coleman was appointed, by prince Rupert, 
to the Edgar, which fliip was, at the conclufion ot the 
war, put out of commiflion. On the 26th of March 
1678, he was re-appointed to the fame (hip, by king 
Charles the Second. On the ad of December 1679 he 
was removed, by the commiflioncrs for executing the 
ofllice of lord high admiral, into the James galley. This 
is the lateft ^count wc have been able to obtain of this 
tery gallant oflScer. 

COLT, George, — ^was appointed lieutenant of the 
Guinea in 1663, and of the Ncwcaftle in 1665. In 
r666 he was promoted to the Richard and Martha armed 
ihip of war; from which (hip he was, in the following 
year, removed into the Jacob hreftiip. He had no farther 
appointment till the year 1673, when he was made cap- 

• Other. 
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lain of the Vulture. He quitted this veffet m the enfuing 
year for the Hunter floop, and was unfortunately 
drowned foon afterwards ; but we have not been able ta 
colle£t the particular circumftances attending this acci- 
dent. 

COURTNAY, Francis, — was made commander of a 
prize taken from the Dutch, called the Guelder dc Ruyter, 
in 1666. In 1667 he was removed into the Happy 
Return ; in the following year into the Sweepftakes ; and 
in 1669 into the Guardland. He was in this year fent 
to the Streights, under the orders of fir Thomas Allen ; 
and was not called into fervice, after his return from 
thence, till the year 1672, when he was appointed to the 
Dunkirk. In this fhip he bravely fell, on the nth of 
Auguft 167^, in the aaion with which the fecond Dutch 
war concluded. 

CROW, Thomas, — commanded the Henrietta yacht 
^n 1666, and the Martin yacht in 167 1. 

DARE, Jeffery, — was appointed to command the 
Houfe de Switen in 1666; but did not long enjoy that 
honour, being one of the commanders unfortunately 
killed in the long a£tion between the duke of Albemarle 
and the Dutch, in the month of June in the (ame year. 

DAY, John, — was appointed lieutenant of the Royal 
Catherine in 1663, and commander of the Baltimore ia 
1666. 

DIGBY, Francis, — was the fecond fon of Gieorge, 
fecond earl of Briftol. He was appointed lieutenant of 
the Royal Charles in 1666, and promoted to the com- 
mand of the Jerfey in the fame year. On the 15th of 
September he drove on ihore, upon their own coau, and 
burnt, four large French veflels, one of them a frigate of 
thirty guns. In the following year he was removed into 
the Greenwich*, and in 1668 into the Montague. The 
high edimation in which he was held, as well in refpeft 
to bravery as prudence, procured him, on the firft rumour 
of a fecond war with Holland, the command of the 
Henry, a fecond rate of feventy-two guns. His condu<2 
was every way confonant to the noblenefs of his birth, for 
■ ii ■ ' .1 .1 ■ II ■ ■ ■■ ■11.11 ■ I. .11. i» 1 1 I I I ■ 

* In which ihip he had the good fortune to take fcvcnl very var 
InaUe prizei from the cacmy* 
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being one of the feconds to the brave and unfortunate 
earl of Sandwich, he, like his worthy commander, 
pcrifhed*, after having given proofs of intrepidity almoft 
innumerable, any one of which would fmgiy have beca 
fufficient to have eftabliflied the charaSer of an hero. 
His body was depofited in the vault of his mother's t fa^ 
mily, at Cheneys in Buckinghamihire, in an open coffioy 
and is yet entire, except the lofs of fome teeta and toe- 
nails, which have been ilolen. 

ELLIOT, John,— was made, in the year 1666, com- 
mander, firft of the Tulip, and afterwards of the Fox, 
both firefliips. In the following year he was removed 
into the Robert, alfo a firelhip. From the time he quitted 
the command of this fhip:f , which was foon afterwards, he 
was not employed till the ift of February 1677-8, whea 
he was appointed, by king Charles, to be captain of the 
Caftle fireftiip. He was foon afterwards difcharged from 
the fervice in confequence of the fentence of a court- 
martial, held upon him by order of fir John Narborough, 
under whofe command he at that time was, in the Medi- 
terranean. For what particular offence does not appear. 
EWERS, Pfiilip, — commanded the Maryland Mcd- 
chant in 1666. 

FOULES, Thomas, — was made, by the joint com* 
tnanders-in-chief, prince Rupert and the duke of Albe- 
marle, lieutenant of the Golden Phoenix in 1666 ; and 
before the conclufion of that year was appointed to com- 
mand the fame (hip. Earlv in the following year he was 
removed into the Wood Merchant, and was foon after^N 
wards promoted, by the cfuke of York, to the Revenge. 
In 1608 he commanded the Roe Ketch, and the Rum* 



* The Henry, that wa& one of the feconds to the Royal Jama^ 
and wit commanded by captain Digbv, having put off* feveral fire*, 
ihipt ; mofiof her men, her captain, and almoft all her inferior officeif 
llaio, fell into the hands of the Dutch, but was in a little time re« 
taken, and fent fafe into harbour, by capiatii Strickland, ia tfa« 
Plymouth. 

f She wu the lady Anoe RulTcI, fecond daughter of Fraocia carl of 
Bedford. 

} Thia ii faid to have been one of the ihipi expended agrainft dm 
I^atth at the time they entered the river j but of inii there li 00 pa« . 
itive proof. 
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ney*s prize in 1669. He was not again removed till the 
year 1 67 1 , when he was made captain of the Holmes. In 
1672 he commanded the Diamond, in this fliip he met with 
the firft opportunity of fignalifing himfelf that had ever yet 
offered itlelf to him : this was in the adion betwe«fi the 
fquadron under the command of fir Robert Holmes and the 
Dutch Smyrna fleet. He was foon afterwards promoted 
to the Anne, a third rate of fifty-fix guns. In 1673 ^* 
was fucceflively appointed to the Afliftance, the Princefs, 
and the Lyon. His removal from one (hip to the other 
tnufi have been remarkably rapid, as he was killed in the 
command of the latter on the 28th of May in the fame 
year, after having very bravely diftinguifhed himfelf in 
the early part of the aft ion between the Engliffi fleets 
under prince Rupert, and that of the Dutch under D« 
Ruyter and Van Tromp. 

FREEMAN, John, — After having ferved as lietitenant 
of the Dreadnought in 1664, was appointed commander 
of the Orange Tree prize in i666. 

GARRIS, William, — is to be diftinguifhed by a very 
particular anecdote. He was appointed, in the year 
i666, to be captain of the Fanfan, a yacht built pur-" 
pofely, as it is faid, for the ufe of prince Rupert. Cap- 
tain Garris, being employed as one of the attendants on 
the fleet, was fent, by prince Rupert, to cannonade Dc 
Ruyter, after he was defeated on the 25th of July, and was 
retiring into water too (hallow for the larger (hips to purfue 
him with any regard to prudence. The following cx- 
UslA is taken from the account of the aSion publiflied by 
authority. " The Fanfan, a floop lately built at Har- 
wich for prince Rupert, made up with her oars to De 
Ruyter, and bringing her two little guns to one fide, con- 
tinued, for near an hour, plying broadfide and broadfide^ 
to the great laughter of our men, and indignation of the 
Dutch, to fee their admiral fo ftoutly chaced ; who ftill 
fhooting his ftern guns, in the end gave h^r two or three 
fliot between wind and water, with which (he retired." 
This tranfaflion has been much cenfured, by fomc hifto- 
rians, as an unwarrantable infult, offered by prince Ru- 
pert, to a vanquifhed enemy, while others, lefs violent 
in their animonties, have treated it rather as a warlike 
witticifm. Between fuch a contrariety of opinion it i^ 
3 . OQI 
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hot our bufinefs to interfere, nor doei the condu<S of the 
(>rincey be it held in ivhatever light it may, at all relate to 
that of captain Garris wtio aSed under his orders^ and who 
is at leaft entitled td the character of a braVe man, for 
havings at fo great a perfonal hazard, carried the orders 
of his commander-in-chief fo ftrldtly into execution. 
We are ignorant whether he died fodn afterwards; or re- 
tired frdin lei vice; biit we find rio fbrthet mehtlon made 
of him. 

GILBYi Robert, — tvaS made lieiitenant of the 
Kent in 1664, and in 1666 was promdted to the.cdmmand 
of the Guelder de Ruyten In 1668 he again fcrved as a 
lieutenant on board the Warfpighh 

GILL, John^-^Was commander of the Daniel (irSfhii^ 
in 1666. 

GILLINS^ orGURLiNG^ Thomas,— was appointed 
captain of the Barbadoes Mejrchant firelfliip in 1066, and 
was re-commiflioned td the fanoie (hip in 1667. 

GOODHEART,; Abraham,-^ommahded the Hope^ 
ful Adventure firefhip in 1666 ; and, in confequence of 
his i&eritof ious fervice, in th^ itrft adion between the 
duke of Albemarle and the Dutch in that year, was pro- 
moted to the Forefight by prince Rupert. In 1672 he 
was appointed to the M^ry^d fireflli^. 

GREEN, Levy, — ^was lieutenant of the. Maryland 
Merchant, and Delft Prize,, fucccflively, in 16.65 ; in the 
following year he was promoted td the command, ftrd of 
tile John and Thomsis^ and afterwards of the Unicorn. 
From the end of thft.firft Dutch war^ tb the year 1671^ 
he does not appear to have held any commiflion. He was 
then appointed captain of the Diamohd^ and ii\ 1672 was 
removed into the Greenwich*. From this (hip^ as well 
as from the fervice^ he was fpon afterwards difcharged by 
the fentence of a court-martial \ but for what particular 
offence doeis not appeaSr. 

GUNMAN, Chriftopherj — was made commander of 
the t)range-Tree firelhip in 1666 ; and being on the 
tJucrnfey ftation, fignalifed himfelf exceedingly by the 
capture of a French Eaft India (hipt ; and ftill more on 

the 

* lie is faid, by Micphcrfon, tb hiift been the c6mmander wbo 
captured the Scevereen of forty -eight guns in the Solebay fight. 

t Of which fingUlar exploit the following aqcount is given in ai 
letter from Oucrfifey, dated July the 3d. '* The greater (hip wat 

Vol. I. Q aader* 
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the 9th of Auguft following, when, being in company 

* with a frigate called the Liule Vi£lory, they fell in with 
two large privatcjers belonging to Flulhing; one of them 
mounting foriy-four, the other thirty-fix guns, and both 
double manned. The aflion continued for fix hours ; 
during which time the Orange-Tree loft her fore-top- 
maft, and captain Gunman his left arm. Night alone 

* ^ut an end to the Jifpute. The interval between that and 
the next morning was employed, with the utmoft earneft- 

. nefs on bo'h fuiejs, in endeavouring to repair their da- 
"ttiages ;'the Eriglifh in fplicing their rigging, and the 
' Ikrgeft of thie Dutch privateers in fetting up a jury main- 

mart in the room of that which (he had loft in the pre- 
ceding" engagement. The conteft was riot, however, 
. renewed with the day-Ught, for th^ Dutch fliips little re- 
^lifhing a" fcconii difpute vvjth ahtagonirts, by whom they 
*had the' day before been fo roughly treated, fought that 

fafety in ftight, which they were unwilling to truft to 
■ their valour and fuperior force. On the I2th of Sep- 
* ' - ...... ..^ .... -^ - -- ■ 

undertaken by captain Gunman ift the Orange, ivho coming up with 
: Ixcft ^aled her, and found her a French fhip <^ ^hrec hundred tons an<i 
twenty-two guns, belonging 10 the rrench royal compteiy, and bound 
'.bumeward from Madagafcac. After which, he g^ve her a gun, (he in 
'anrwer flr>i(ing )ier topfail; But having been, as the captain aftcrwarfls 
, faid, twenty AonthS'ar fea, knew not of any war, till it was prcfemly 
'proclaimed by a broadfide from the frigate, iipon which they fell to it 
imd fought for fiVe hours with much refohition ; biK the night com- 
ing on, the,£ngli{h;prcflipd them more .iriK<V<'tt^yy ^^d made readv to 
'board them ; but the French, unable to make further refiflancc, called 
for quarter, '.which the captain granted them, and commanded the 
'Frcifcb obt of their fhip, fending his Carpenters on board, with many 
fotdicrs, to (lop her l^aksf, which it feen^s were many, and to bring 
-.berin, being not> leagoc from the fhore.. But whether by their co-> 
. vetoufnefs, more intent upon thc,ricl{nefs of the (hip than the repair 
of her breaches, or what other accidents we know not, (he unexpededly 
. funk to the bottom, above thirty of thc*£ngli(h peri{hing with her, 
^ho had fo much overladen themfdves with trcafure, that they were 
: unable tofwim. Thirty-three of the French remained prifoners on 
aboard, the Orange; the reft, about forty, killed in the fight or 
drowned. Of the £ngli&i only two men were killed. Yhe lading 
of this fh)p was very rich, confilling of cloth, of gold, (ilk, amber- 
•grcafc, ebony, dyer's wood, fome quantity of gold, prcpipus flones, 
coral, hides, and ffvcro! oilicr'rrch cornmoJitTcs of the Red Sea; ite 
* wuolc cargo wis valued at 100,000 1. ftcrling." 
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Digitized by 



Google 



NAVAL OFFICERS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 227 

Umber following * he brought in two valuable prizes, a 
proof as great of his aflivity and indefatigable zeal for 
the fervice, as he had before giyen of his valour. In the 
year 1667 he Wai jiromoted to the Referve, a fourth rate 
of forty-eight guns. In 1669 he was appointed, firft to 
the Forrefter, and foon afterwards to the Ann yacht, which 
he continued to command till the commencement of the 
fecond Dutch war in 1 672, when he had the honour of being 
made fecond captain of the Prince t, the ihip on board which 
the duke of York hoifted the Ibndard J. In the following 

I ear he was made commander of the Ann yacht §. We 
now nothing further relative to him till the 23d of Oc- 
tober 1677, when he was appointed j by king Charles, 
commander of the Mary yacht. He continued captain 
of her till the year 1682 Ij, when he is reported to have 
been difmifled the fervice, in confequehcfe of the fentence 
of a court-martial, held for the purpofe of enquiring into 
the lofs of the Gloucefter •♦. It is difficult at fo remote a 
period, to inveftigate the grounds on which this judgment 

was 

* A circumnance fcarcely to be credited, tonfldering bis recede 
difafier, were it not given on the mod pofitive evidence, as well as to 
tbc dates as to the hti, 

t The command of xhcjhip is to be confidered as retting folely with 
captain Gunman. Sir John Cox, who was the fird captain, being 
what is called captain of tfu JUety or, in other words, a (CO ant to the 
lord high admiral, to take a part of that load, too gteat, or at leaft 
fatiguing £or the mind of an individual when commanding powerfiil 
Ileeis. The cuftom is to the prcfent day very wifely continued in all 
great and extenfive commands. 

X He does not appear to have held this command any length of 
time, as there h cyfcry reafon to fuppofe ^r J. Narborotjgh to have 
been fecond captain of the Prinfce at the battle of Solebay, fought on 
the 281b of May t67t. Indeed, was not the evidence before us very 
flrong to the contrary, we (hould, from the tenor of his petition for 
arms, hive been induced tb believe him to have been fecond captain^ 
and Narborough lieutenant, or officer nejct below him at the period 
alluded to. 

^ In a petition for arms from captain Gunman, while commander 
of this veflel, preferved among the archives of the Herald's college, 
the refpedability of his family is very modefily and properlv flated, as 
Veil as bis appointment to be '* captain in his higknefs''sjktp'^^ a prc- 
fertheot deemed by him the nobleft compenfation for his fervices, and 
urged, in fupport of his claim, in preference to thofe a£U of bravery 
1»y which he hdd fo mucbdiflinguiihed himfclf.' 

I Afrer having, in that^nfcrval, been twice re-appointed to her* 

•♦ Windfpr, May the 12th, i68«. " On Thurfday the 4th in- 
fiant, about nine in the morning, his royal bighnefs came a-botrd the 

Qa Gloucefler, 
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was pafted. It may on that account be thought an uncandii! 
and illiberal refledion to call it ftvcre ; we (hall therefore 
content ourfclves with faying, the evidence before the 
gentlemen who cotnpofed that court, muft have been, to 
induce their ccnfure, very difFtrent to the account given by 
fir John Berry, who commanded the Gloucefter ; the latter 
part of which has been already inferted in his life, as a 
refutation of a calumny undekrvedly thrown upon him- 
The former p.Jtt of the f^imc account is of fingular fer- 
vice in juitihcation of captain Gunman. Of this account, 
the only part relative to him is, fimply, that when his 
advice v^as aflccd, uheihtr tkey could weather thefands? his 
zpSy^GX was, they could nptj but mufijland off. The opi- 
nion of the duke of York himfelf was confonant to cap- 
tain Gunman's : he thought they ought to ftand off till 
twelve Q clock \ but in conlequence of the rcprefentationof 

Gloucefter, and being falu ted by ilie Chips with all dutiful refped, we 
Idy by, dri.vingoff lill eleven o'clock, todifpofe of hts royal highncf&'s 
retinue and good«, and then made failji the wind at fouih. , About 
eight o'clock on Friday morning, wc weighed, the wind at E. N.C 
.and made a fmall trip to the S. £. At half an hour paft one in the 
afternoon we made the Sreeples of iDunna'ge bearing W. by N. dif- 
tant three leagues. At crght o'clock in the evening Locnoflfe bore 
W. N. W. dittant two leagues, the wind at £. a frcOi gale : the yachta 
being a head and to windward bore up to us ; and his royal highnefa 
called to captain Gunman and captain Saunders, and aiked their opi- 
nion, whcihcr tbi« courfe, without racking to the fouihward, would 
cany us lo windward of the Newark and ihe fands without Yarmouth? 
Captain GuTmctn and captain oaunders anjwered, tu ccntd not lutatker 
thefands^ but muft ^nd ^: upon which the pilot, whofe name ts 
captain Ayies, a perfon eftcemcd to be one of the bcH andableft mea 
to the northward, faid we could weather (be Newarit and all other 
fandft, and was much diflatisficd thai any one fliould miflruti hts judg* 
inent. His royal bighnels was plcefcd to an!'wcr, It would be a fe- 
cure way to tack and (land off t%Ll twtlvt o^clock^ which the pilot very 
unwillingly agreed to. At half pafi 'nine the pilot very urgently de- 
fired totacK again, and his royal highnefs was fliil of opinion to Oand 
off longer. '1 he pilot anfwercd, he would cng&ge his life, that if 
we ticked wr fhould weather aU the fands. MoiwithOanding his ar« 
gumenis his highncis comxnaitdcd the pilot toliand olf agUfs longer: 
at tcnA^e tacked and flood dole hawltd N. by £. All night w^ 
flrered N. N. E till two o'clock next morning; then we fleered N. 
ar<d at four N. N. W. the pilot confidently affirming, that thiscourit 
would carry the fftip out of all dangers and thjR we were pafi tht 
I.<inon and Oar: hut, to our great mi^sfortune, it pfovtd otbcrwifc, 
lor at half p.iA five we run a-fliorc upon (he wcO point of the Lemon, 
baving. jull bcf^ie foonded| aud \aA twenty fatliem waur. 

capuilv 
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^iptain Ayres, who was the pilot, they tacked and haled 
to the northward at ten o'clock. In confeqiiencc of 
this coiirfe, at half paft five next, morning, the Glou- . 
feftt r ftruck on 'he Lemon and Oar^ a fand fo called. This 
being all the evidence before us relative to fuch parr of this 
accident, as affeds or rcla'es to captain Gun.nan, we ap- 
peal to the world for its judgment, whether any thing, 
appears that ought to criminate himf The time of his 
death is uncer^am. He left one daughter [Catherine) who 
married captain F. Wyvill: flje di d on the i6lh of 
May 17 1'?, and was buried in Deptford church. 

HADDOCK, Sir Richard,— was the worthy defccnd* 
ant of an EHex family of fomc centuries (landing. The 
Haddocks lived at Leigh in that county, and were proba- 
bly at the head of the mariners in that little town, in the 
church of which are fome very ancient monumental brafs 
plates reprefcnting them in dreiTcs, which evidently (hew 
they were of fome rank in their circumfcribed fociety. 
The grandfather of fir Richard W£S aifo Richard ; he was 
relident at Leigh ; was a feaman *, and received, in 1652, 
a reward of forty pounds from pirliamtni for his public 
fcrvices, moft probably performed in fome merchant (hip 
hired by government. William, his fon, fcems to have 
been the hrft who fteppcd out of the comn>on purfuits of 
his family ; he became captain of a trading ve(rel to 
Spain, and was afterwards appointed to the command 
ot the America* on the I4ih day of March 1650. 
In the early part of his life he refided at Deptford; 
but having realized an independency, retired to his 
native fpor, and purchafed lands there. Sir Richard, 
his fon, is (aid to have c<nnnianded the Dragon in the 

frear 1660 \ but this muft have been previous to the rev-o- 
ution, as the fir(t c^/V/W information we find of his hold<« 
ing a naval command, is in the year 1666, when he was 
appointed by the juint commanders- in-chief, prince Ri:pert 
atid the duke of Albemarle, captain of the Portland. He 
foon after commanded one of the companies at the attack 
■ ' ' . ' . ' ■ ■ I .. . ■ ■ I ■ 

* A (kip of war lifted out by ihc pdrliamcnt. His coinmiflion| 
figncd by Popham, Ulakc and Deaiic, is Dill preicrvtd among the U* 
Qiily papers, and is nearly of the farnp (cnor as that already given, 
p. 54. In urilimony of hu very confpicuou^ gal]<2iiiiy during the war 
yiih the Dutch, he was honoured, by Crpmwell ^i)d his parli^iDcaty 
1iu4» a gold medal. 
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of the jflands of Ulic and Schelling ; and retiring fojr ^. 
time from the fervice at the conclufion of the firft Dutch 
war, held no command till the commencement of the 
fecond, when he was made captain of the Royal James, 
the fliip on board which the brave and unfortunate earl of 
Sandwich hoided his flag as admiral of the blue fquadron. 
The fate of this {hip on the 28th of May following*, as; 
well as the event ot the a£Uon, have been already given. 
Captain Haddock, though wounded in the foot, was almoft 
the only officer who furvived the deftrudion of the ibip* 
Lediard aflerts, that when the flames had fo far prevailed 
as to render the lofs of her inevitable, fir Richard went into, 
the cabin t to the earl of Sandwich, whom he endeavoured, 
with the greateft earneftnefs, to perfuade to quit her J ; but 
finding he could neither benefit his country or fave the life of 
his admiral, prudently quitted one element to commit him- 
fclf to another fomewhat lefs violent §. He was foon after 
taken up by a boat, and put on board one of the Engliih fhips 
of war without farther injury. On his return to England 
he was appointed to the Lyon ; but no aSion took place 
between the two fleets. Early in the following fpring 
he was chofen by prince Rupert, who held him in the 
highefl eileem, to command the Roval Charles, the (hip 
he had himftlf pitched upon, to hoiit his flag on board of. 
This {hip received fo much damage in the a£lion, which 
took place with the Dutch on the agth of May 1673, 
that the prince was obliged to remove into the Sovereign ; 
and as a proof of the high edimation in which he held cap- 
tain Haddock, caufed him to accompany him. His gai- 

* Thr day on which the battle of Solebay took place, fee p. 40, &c. 

t To this circumftance wc can pay bat little credit wben we coiu 
£der his recent woiind. 

I ** His IoKd(hip, meaning the earl of Sandwich, and all the ofiicert 
except captain Haddock, being loft with h<^r." See A true reiation ofUe 
fn: ageinent publi/fied fy OMtkprity, The account, however, is not lite- 
rally true, lieutenant, afterwards captain Mayo, being faved, and foroe 
lew others, whofe names are not known. 

^ On his return king Charles the Seco/id bcftowed on hina a very 
lingular and whimfical mark of his rova! favour, a fattin cap, which he 
took from his own bead and placed oi» fir Rirhard's. It is ftill prrfcrved 
in the family wirh the following account pinned to ir. " This fattin 
cap was given by kin^ CharUs the Sercnd^ in the year 1 679, tojir Richard 
Haddock, after the Englifl battle tcith the Dutch, tuhen he had been cap* 
tain of the Royal James^ under the command of the earlofSandwich, ^vkicb 
Jhip wai burnt, andjr Richard had been wounded, given him on his return 
to Londoa^^ Uatry 
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Jantry in the preceding adion, and that which took place 
a few days afterwards, feconded by the efteem and friend- 
fhip of the prince, «nder whom. he fcrvcd, procured him 
to be appointed, on the 9th of July following, commif- 
(loner of the navy : he continued to hold this ftation, 
through ft'veral commiffions, to the time of the revo- 
lution. On the 3d. of July 1675, the king being 
then on an ^xcuriion to Portimouth, conferred on him 
the honour of knighthood:. but he had no further promo- 
tion in.the line of adive fervice till the ift of June 1682, , 
when he was made commander of the Duke *. In the 
following year he was appointed firft commi/nonej- of the 
victualling, office, .an. employment he continued to hold 
till the year 1690. Such was his known integrity, that 
although he had continually diftiiiguiflied himfelf as an 
avowed enemy to every lyftcm or fcheme, militating in 
the fmalleft degree againrf proteftantifm, he was, never^ 
thelcCs, always efleemed as a perfon high in favour 
with J^ing James. No greater proof need be adduced in 
evidence of ^ man*s honour than the favour of fo great 
a perfonage, when known to differ from him fo widely, 
both in his politicalas welj as religious opinion. Soon 
^ter the jacceflion of king James, fir Richard was chofen 
reprefentatiye in parliament for Shorpham. As his em- 
ployment was merely of a civil nature, if it was not in 
his power aftively to prornote the revolution, he certainly 
aided it, a^ faf as wifnes and the jnoft hearty zeal for its 
fuccefs could extend. After th^ acceffion of king Wil- 
liam, be was appointed t comptroller of the navy ;):, an 
qffice he held without intermiffion till the year J 7 14. 
After the battle off peachy Head, and the confequcnt re- 



* And commander-in-chief of the (hips and vcflcls in the Med way 
^nd Narrow Seas. 

f On tbe 9tb of May ,1^89. 

J, Jud before this time a confiderable mqrmur broke out relative 
to the fleet having been very badly viRuallcd. Sir Richard was of 
courfe, together with ijie other coir.mifTiuiJCis, examined before the 
houTe of commons: but, after the ftrideft fcrutiny, no cenfure was 
paflcd on him ; and his new appointment fufiiciently proves how in« 
nocenthe was in the opinion of his fovercign. 

0^4 tircmcnt 
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tirement of the earl of Torrington, he was appointed^ 

i'oint commander-in-chief of the fleet with admiral Kil- 
cgrcw and fir John Afhby. Haddock and Alhby were 
joined, on the 29th of Aiiguft, by admiral KiUcgrew 
With the rqna4ron under his conrimand, which had newly 
arrived from the Strciehts, ancj had been confined at 
Plymouth, while the French fleet continued in th^ 
Channel. Their forced, when united, confiftcd of 
forty-three (hips exclufivc of the Dutch : and as foon as 
they were viftualled, and had taken on board the carl of 
Marlborough and five thoufand land forces, failed for 
Ireland, having previoufly fent their firft and fecond rates to 
Chatham. The admirals were then obliged to remove 
their flag into the K^nt, a third rate. The fleet arrived 
ofl^Cork op the 21 ft of September ; and after fome little con* 
teft with a fmall battery erefted by the Irifli at the entrance 
of the harbour, from which, however, they were foon 
driven, the earl of Marlborough and all his troops were 
landed in perfefl fafety on the 23d, through the atliAance 
rendered by the fleet. Thp fiegc of Cork was terminated 
by its furrender on the 29th: and the feafon being too far 
advanced to fear any attempt from the enemy*s fleet, or to 
truft, with prudence, any longer fo many (hips on fo 
dangerous a ftation, the admirals were ordered to return, 
leaving behind them a fmall fquadron, umier the duke 01 
Grafton, to affrft in the future operations of the army. 
The fleet accordingly arrived in the Downs on the 8th of 
OSober ; the fervice having been performed ip as little 
t5me, confidpring the feafon of the year, as the voyage 
itfelf ufually requires. On the return of the fleet into 
port, for the winter, the commiflloners refignjng their com- 
mand, which they had executed both fafely and honeftly, 
if not gloriouQy, were fuccecded by admiral Ruflel. Sir 
Richard, from this time, went no more to fta ; but hav« 
ing pafled many years in a very honourable retirement, died 
in the month of January 1714-15, in the 85th year of bis 
age. 

HAMMOND, Williaro,— having ferved as lieutenant 
of the ForefigJ^t in 166a, the Expedition in 1663, and the 



;* On the 9ih of Augufl 1690, fir R. Haddock and fir John Afliby 
boifted the union flag on board the Sovereign ; admire] ICiUcerew waa 
at that time on a feperate commaod. 

St. 
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ft. Andrew in 1664, was on tho 26i!lof March i€6£^ 
made commander of the Colcheftcr. In the begrnning 
of the month of July he was prnmotedy bj prince Kupeit 
and the duke of Albemarte* to be captain of the Bonad^ 
venture : he foon afterwards cofiimanded, v ith conlider* 
able reputation to himfeif, one of the corr.pary*5 of feai- 
men wliich attacked the iflands of Ulie and S:hellin|^. 

HAMMOND, Thomas, — was made captain of th^ 
J>rake in i666. 

HARRIS, Jofeph,— commanded the I izard aud the 
Wild Boar, both fire(hlps« in i666. He does not appear 
to have had any further appointment till the year 1671, 
when he was made lietitenant of the Diamond, one ot the 
fqnadron which attacked and defeated the Dutch Smyrna 
<:onvoy. His condud on this occafion procurt-d him to 
be promote % very foon afterwards, to the Ann and Judith 
fireflrip; from which he was very quickly rcmovedl 
into the Emfworth floop. In 1673 he was appointei 
captain of the Nightingale; and being tent, by prince 
Rupert, in company with the Crown, to watch the tao^ 
fions of the Dutch fleet, on th'^ir return from the coaft of 
Zealand, they fell in with three Dutch frigates to the 
eaftward of the Galloper, about three oclock in the 
;norning of the 8th of June. The Dutch (hips, the 
largeft of which mounted forty-four gtms^, the two othen 
thirty guns each, had the advantage of the weather gage. 
About five o'clock the adion commenced, and continued 
with great fpirit on both fides for three hours, when the 
Du ch fipding the conteft evidently to their difadvantagei* 
thought proper to hawl their wind and make for their 
own coaft, which they were fortimate enough to reach^ 
potwithftanding the Englifh (hips purfued them for feven 
hcHirs with all the fail they could make. Captain Harris 
was, on his return, promoted to the Conftant Warwick, 
a fourth rate, which he continued to command till the 22d 
of April 1675, when he was removed into the Qiiaker 
Ketch. He did not long continue to command this 



* The Crown was a fmall fonrih rate of forty-two gvni, die 
Jdlghtin^ale a fnall fix<h rate of eighteen gona. 

vellel. 
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Vfl^l** We have the foUowiag manufciipt note relative tqr* 
IrijT>i ^'^ Condtmned to (Uathforfuffiringdijbonour^butpardomd 
^terwards^^ The particulair circumftances attending this. 
I^ilt are not known : and we have only to lament that a man,! 
who had onformeroccafions behaved with tbegreatcA fpirit 
and intrepidity^ (hould, at lad, be fo forgetful of himfelf 
as to incur the forfeiture of life and reputation aMb, eithec 
t^ a breach of duty or a diihonqurable ad. 

HARRIS, Leonard, — was appointed commander of' 
the DoVphin firefhip in i666. I'roin this (hip he was» 
19 1668, removed into the Little Vi£loiy, which was alfo 
^ted as a fireihip. He proceeded in the month of July 
1669 to the Mediterranean » under the orders of fir 
Thomas Allen. When this commander was in the foU 
Wwing year fuperceded by fir Edward Spragge, the Little 
Vifl:ory was on? of the ihips ordered to remain .under the 
0[>nHnand of the latter^ Qn the 14th of December, being 
<ia a cruile in company with his admiral, "who had his 
flgg on board the Revenge, they fell in with two Algerine 
cocikirs off Cape Firmenteer f : owing to continued calms 
the Revenge, as being a heavy (hip, was^ for a long time^^ 
prevented from getting up with them. During this in-^ 
^rval;^ captain Harris, who had received a ccinforcemen^. 
c^ ene hundred men, and a fupply of ammunition, frona 
the Revenge ; having it alfo in his power, from the infe- 
zioriize of his veifel, to make ufe of oars and place her to 
the beil advantage, continually harialTed one of the. 
Corfairs§, ^nd by that means fo impeded l.er flight, that the 
Revenge at lall came up with, and captured her. It is ^ 
tiifGcient praife to captain Harris, to llate that he had no- 
ipor.e than twelve fmall guns \ mounted in a veifcl ill* 

* Foe on the 14th of February following; we find captain Charles. 
Attains appointed to command the Quaker Ketch ; an^ it is fomewbai 
inguUr^ was difmitTcd the fervice fur having a6led in fuch a manner^ 
93 to have brought diferacc on it.— -See his Life, Anno 1675. 

+ See the Life of Sir E. Spragge, p. ^^, 

J" Three days. 

\ The other having parted from her confort during the fecond day's 
chicc, in order to tffctl her efcape with more eafe. 

{ Sir Edward Spr't;gc affoided the ampleO juflice to his merir. In 
his Journal and Accoi^nt of the A£lion he fays, ^* On Sunday mora- 
tng the Turk^was got clofc under the (hore of Barbary near Cape 
Tennisi, the Vi£lory keeping him fiill in fsght and engaging him very 
bravely with her (mall guns,'* * 

calculated 
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iralculated for that kind of offenfive Tcrvice, while, hit* 
anlagonift carried twenty-eight, and was cxprefsly, and ii| 
all refpefts cooipletely equipped for a&ion. Captain* 
Harris continued to command the little Ihip in which he^ 
h^d already gained fo much honour. At the attack of th<>*' 
feven Algerine (hips in Bugia Bay, in the month ^f May 
1671, fir Edward Spragee was unfortunate enough, in- 
the beginning of the attack, to lofe, through mifmanage* 
ipent of the commander of one, and the gunner of the^ 
other, two of the firefhips that were with him, and which 
were, from their fmall draught of water, belt calculated' 
for that fervice. His laft refort was the Little Viftory,* 
which performed every thing his moft fanguine expefta* 
tions could have induced him to hope for. But even 
here, as if ill-fortime was ftill determined to pnrfue the 
profccution of the attack, captain Harris was very dan- ' 
geroufly woun fed, while his (hip was going through the' 
paflTage cut in the boom, conftrufted by the Algerines for' 
the better fecurity of their fleet*. On his recovery he- 
was appointed to the Caftle iircfhip ; and returning to 
England in 1677, was promoted, by prince Kupertt, to 
the command of the St. George, a fccond rate. He was,* 
in the courfe of the fame year, removed, firft into the- 
Guernfey, and, on the 22d of November, into the Succefs. 
On the 1 2th of April 1678, he was appoint^, ly king* 
Charles the Second, to command the Maffingbini hired 
(hip of war ; and on the 30th of November following, wa$ 
made commander of the Rainbow, then commillioned as 
a guard-(hip. On the 22d of Auguft 1679 he was re- 
moved into the Mary (a guard>(hip aifoj, and, in all pro-' 
bability, died foon afterwards. 

HASELGRAVE, John, — is known only as having 
been "appointed to command the Bredah, for a (hort time, 
as fuccefTor to captain Jofeph Sanders, who was unfortu-r 
nately killed on the 25th ot July 1666, in the aftion be- 

* Sir Edward Spragge with great prudence, and at if with a pre- 
fcienceof what was to happen, nad provided againft the efFe6)s of any 
onforiunatc accident of this fort, by ordering on board the Little 
Victory, previous to the attack, Mr. Henry Williams, one of hii 
mates, that he nii}*ht be ready to aflbme the command in cafe of thaC 
misfortune which adoally did take place. 

t Probably on account of fome bgaal fervice, rendered by him if| ' 
«De of the aoioDs with the Ducch| in which the prince commanded. 

tweeii 
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twee* tlieEngliih fleet onder the commaiMl of the joint 
aibnirak, prince Rupert and the dnke ^f Albemarie, and 
tbf Dutch under De Ruyter. 

HEWEl^Ly John,«-commanded the Blue Eoar fire* 
Qupin i666» 

aIDE, Jonathan,— was rn the fame year made com* 
qmnder of the Albemarle hired (hip of war» 

llILLSOM£> George, — ^^was made captain of the St« 
Favl firefliip m 1666. 

HOLDEN, Williao}, — was^ in 1666, appointed 
cpptarn of the Cygnett, and foon afterwards was removed 
tiu«^ the London hired ihkp of war» In 1667 he com* 
spaoded the Chatham galliot; in 1668 he ferved as lieu* 
tfaai^t of the Old Jamea ; in 1669 of the Centurion ; and, 
m the coffimencement of the fecood Dutch war in 1672, 
was appointed iirft lieutenant of the Charles. He was in 
the courfe of the fame year appointed fecond captain of 
tbe iame (hip *, and in 1673 ^^rved on board the London 
ia the fame capacity. After the conckifion of the war 
ciiaptain Holden hao no other command tiH the 22d of 
ij^prll 1675, when he was made captain of the Aflurancei 
from which (hip he was, five days f afterwards, removed 
iBtfrlhe Affiitance. On the 12th of April 1678 he was 

3 pointed copimandcr of the Unicom ; and on the 30th 
November following of the Advice^ a guardfhip at 
jfortfinouti). On the i8th of April 1682 he was ap« 
pointed captain of the Woolwich, which is the lad infor* 
Ration we have been able to acquire concerning htm. 

HOLLAND, Philip, — was appointed commander of 
^e Loyal Merchant in 1666. 

HOLLIS, Sir Fretcheville, — was the eldcft fon of 
Gervafe HolHs, Efq; one of the mailers of requeftsto king 
Charles the Firft. He is reprefcnted to have been a very 
learned and ingenious man. The earlier tranfadions of 
fir F. HoUis's life we are ignorant of, as the firft notice 
we find taken of himj^as an o^cer, is in the year 1666, when 

• Or to fpeik, accofding lo the prefent rcgaUtiont of the fervicc^ 
ac captain of the ftiip under fir John Harman, who had hoifted hia 
iag on hoard her. When, in the foilowiog year, fir John Harman re- 
moved into ihe London, captain Holden accompanied him, acountc« 
B^nce and pai ronagr, which from fo hrave and good a comnuuder as fir 
John, fufficiently marks the merit of the patronized. 

i His conunifliMi hearing date the e;^! of April. 
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tie was appointed by the joint c<m)nnnder8<-in-c'hief,p¥icioe 
Rupert and the duke of Aibemarle, comfnaoder of fbe 
Antelope* His very entrance into the fervice appeared «» 
prognonicate ix>th his future gallantry and liisifl fortuaeu 
Jriis promotion had taken place only a fe^ days before tiie 
long and deijperaitc a&km with the Dutch, in which, aftof 
having for the fibort time he was capable of fervicey c%^ 
hibited the greateft proofis of perfonal intrepidity, he hal 
xhe mtsfortune to lofe his arm. Immediately after bit 
lecovery he was promoted, by the coimnandcrs^-diiel^ 
to the Henrietta a third rate, and received the honour of 
knifiihthood. So earned was be in the defire of difliii'>i> 
guiming himfetf on all poiSble occafions, that ak!ho«^ 
his recent accident might appear to have well warrantdl 
his retirement from the fiidgiie of fervice during the te* 
matnder of the fummer^ and for the more complete le- 
eftablifliment of his healthy he nevertheleis repmre^^ 
with the eartiefthafte, to his new fappoliitment; anid con* 
tributed, as well by his example as by Ms exertions, to tba 
vidory gained over the Dutch <a the stjth of July foi« 
lowing. In 1667 he was *af pointed to commarKi the 
Cambridge ; but peace being concluded at Breda vetj Toon 
afterwarcte, fir Fretcfaevi lie * appears to have retired from 
fervice for a confiderable time. At the comitienceineiit 
of the fecond Dutch war in 1672^ he wastigain appointed 
to the Cambridge ; and is (iited in the accotint of tbeadion 
with the Smyrna fleet, rear-admiral of the fquadroncom^ 
manded hj lir Robert Holmes. To confer temporary 
ranks of this nature has lo^ng been in difufe ; hut no prac- 
tice was moxe frequent during the reign of Charles the 
Second, ill fortune ftill purfuing him, if the term ittay 
he allowed when applied to a man who nobly perifiies in 



• The femilf of Hollff tfrerc ancientiy fcatcd in Warwkkfciite* 
The firft perfoQ noticed by hiflorians was John de Hoi lis, who lived 
during rbe rciga of £dw:akrd the Third ; from him was lineally dc* 
fccoded Qt Willian Hollis, kntghr, lord mayor of London m the 
thirty-fecond year of king Henry the Eighth. This fir WiIUmii hstAg 
by his wife the lady Elizabeth Scopeham, two Tons, fir Thomas, and 
fir William, ufually called the good fir William. His fon Gervafe 
ItiMit having married Frances, daughter and fole faeirefs of fir Philip 
Fiecheville, of Stavely in the county of.Derby, was the grandfadtervii 
1^ (^enrafc H^liis a^ve-SB«im«actk 
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Ac fcrvicc of h»coiifitry^, and continues to be remembered 
by it wkh. the higheft veneration and honour; he fell tn 
die battle of Solebay lamented by all^ as ivell on account 
of his manifold virtues^ as his premature death ^. The 
modefty of his fucceflbr ^as no lefs confpicuous than his 
own had been; for in the regifter of his funeral preferved 
in the library of the heralds college, inftead of enumerating 
thofe many noble qualities, which it were the higheft zci 
of injuftice to deny, as inherent in him ; it limply ftatcs the 
mode and time of his deaths with a few other particulars 
relative to his noble defcent^ while it appears totally td 
bave forgotten thofe. honours'* acquired by his condudl, 
which all other perfons and records have fo juftly allowed 
him. 

HOWES, or HOW, William*— was, in 1666, ap- 
pointed commander of the Virgin firefhip, but appears ta 
have received this truft fatally for himfelf, and difgrace- 
folly to his country, ferving as a foil to thofe brave co- 
temporaries whofe intrepidity appeared fo confpicuous in 
the hour of danger and diigrace, when the Dutch fleet 
entered the river Thames in the year 1667. The firc- 
ihip he commanded was one of thofe attached to flr Jo- 
feph Jordan's fquadron; and his mifcondud at that time 
having been fufficiently proved, he was, in confequence 
of the fentence of a court-martial held upon himt on the 
4th of November in the fame year, fhbt^ on the i8th of 
that month, on board the Vidory prize, then laying off 
Dcptford. 

HUMBLE, William, — was appointed captain of the 
Saint Jacob firefhip, arid was almoft immediately aftef^ 
wards removed into the Profperous fireibip :. he was re- 
appointed to the fame fhip in the following year« We 
have no farther account of him till the commencement Qf 
the fecond Dutch war in 1672, when he was appointed 
to another firefhip, called the Ann and Chriftopber. He 
does not appear to have ever had any other command. 

HUTTON, John, — is known only as having com-« 
manded the Vine ketch in 1666. 



• He married Jane, fourth daughter of Richard Lewis, fcco^d foq 
of John Lewis, of Mar io the county of York, Efq. 
i On board one of ihc yachi» off St, Catherine*!. 

JAMES, 
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James, Richard, — ferved as an officer in the navy At 
'the time of the reftoratlon ; foon after which he was ap- 
'pointed lieutenant of the Plymouth. In 1664 he was 
made lietitenant, firft of the Happy Returh, and fecondly 
of the Centurion. In 1666 he ferved in the fame ftation 
on board the Dover ; and was, imtnediately after the long 
adion between the duke of Albemarle and the Dutch, 
promoted to the commalid of the Providence hired (hip 
of war. We find nothing farther relative to him till the 
year 1672, when, on the commencement of the fecond 
I)utch war, he was appointed captain of the Unicorn. 
He was removed in the following year into the Forcfight^ 
And, laftly, on the 4th of April 1677, was appointed, Vjr 
king Charles, commander 01 the Porthnd. 

JENNIFER, James, — was appointed lieutenant of tKe 
Dover in 1664, and was promoted to the command 6f 
the Seven Oakes in 1666. In 1671 he was made cajj- 
tain of the Sandadoes*; and on the 2d of December 
'1674, was re-appointed to the fame veflel. He conti- 
nued to command her feveral years ; for on ffhe 28th of 
* April 1677, we find him as captain of the SandadoeS, 
capturing a fmall privateer fitted out from Oftehd; called 
the St. Mary. Wc have not been able to learn any thing 
farther concerning him. * * . 

JOHNSON, John, — having been ajjpointed, in 166^, 
lieutenant of the Black Eagle, was, in the fdllowingyfear, 
made commander of the Charles firefliip. ' He was n6t 
commiflioned to any other (hip till the year 1672, when 
he was aj^ointcd to the Orange-Tree (alfo a firefhip) by 
prince Rupert. The time of his des^th, &c. is unknown. 

LAMMING, Thomas, — has, thtough a very fingular 
and gallant exploit, acquired a fame in the page of hiftory 
which, if fuch an affeftion of the mind was not incom- 
patible with the charafter of a brave man, might be en- 
vied almoft by all, inafmuch as it could, in the ofdinafy 
courfe of events, be equalled only by a few. The fir/l 



* This veflel is fappofed to have been commiflioiied as a iubftitole 
for a yacht, and fpeciiilly defined 10 the queen's ufe. The idea appears 
in fome meafure confirmed, by a note relative to caj>tam Jennif<;r> 
appointment, u% which it is faid to have been made By the queen 
hcrfclf. 
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intelligence we aaeet with relative to him is, thut^ iit tfui 

{ear 1664^ he was appointed lieutenant of the Itlapp/ 
teturn \ from which ihip he was transferred io the fame 
fiation io the Henry„ in the year i666« He is called, in 
iir John Harman*s account of the adion^ the boatfwain 
l>f the Henry \ and on this authority Kennet, Lediard^ 
Campbell, and all other hidorians, have uniformly conti* 
Ikued in the fame error. How it nr(l originated can onl/ 
te accounted for by fnppofing, which is really the cafe^ 
that ranks and offices wer^ not at that time fo permanently 
fixed, 01 fo well defined and determined^ as' they are at 
trrefent. The tranfadion has already been briefly relatotl 
IB the Life of fir John Harman*; and it is one of thoft 
evils to which all biographical accounts of perfons^ 
connefied together in the fame line of fervice, muil 
be liable ; that we mud either repeat the fame tranfa3ion^ 
BOt unfrequently three or four tiaies over> or do a manifeft 
injuftice to the memory of the pcrfon wha wasj perhaps^ 
the principal charader in it. Mr« Lamming ^vas, as it 
has been itlready obferved, lieutenant of the Henrv at the 
time of the long and unfortunate adion between. tne duke 
of Albemarle and the Dutch in the ^ear i666. On board 
this ihip fir John Harman had hoided his flag as rear- 
admiral of the blue. Leading the van of the Englilh 
fleet he was furroundedandattacked', foon after theadion 
commenced, by nine (hip§ of the Zealand fquadron^ 
After he had, with the tnoit confpicuous bravery^ defended 
himfelf for a very conHderable time againfl the united 
efforts of fuch an hoil of foesj and killed their vice-admirat 
Everts, the Dutch thought it mod prudent to change their 
teode of attack, and attempt, by their firefhips, the de- 
liruflion of that enemy whom they could not conqiien 
From the n;iifchievous eflPedls of the firft of thcfc, the 
Henry was prefcrved by the intrepidity arid wonderful 
perfonal exertions of Mr. Lamming, who, to ufe the 
words of fir John's own account, " Twang himfetf into 
the firefhip, and by the light of the Are found where the 
grappling irons were fl.xed in the ftrefhip^ and having cad 
them loofe fwahg on board his own (hip again." The 
event, and other particulars relative to this defperiite eti- 



^ See pag« 99. 
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Colintcr, need no repetitidn. The gallantry of Mr. 
Lamming diid not paFs unnoticbd or unrewarded. He 
V^as immedately after the a£lion appointed captain of the 
Kuby. We have only to lament that either deaths or his 
retirement from the lervicei have prevented us from re- 
bording any thing farther relative to himi for, except in 
the indance of his promotion^ his name does not again 
occur. 

LANGSTON, Anthbny,— having, in ii565, ferved 

as firft lieutenant of the Vansuard^ was, in the following 

year, appointed captain of the famic (hip. In 1667 ht 

fucceflively commanded the Royal Exchange and the 

Princefs. In 1670 he was made captain of the l^ewcaftle 

and fent .to the Mediterranean. In the month of Sep« 

tcmber following he was fent, by fir Edward Spra^ % 

to negociate a peace with the regency of Algiers. This 

was fbon afterwards concluded, and on iuch advantageous 

terms as afford no inconfiderable proof of the abilities of 

thofe who were charged with this commiflion* Captam 

Langfton returned to Europe in 167 1 -2; and the New- 

cafllc being foon iift'erwards put out of commiiEon, he had 

no other appointment till the 26th of March 1678^ when, 

being made commander of the BriftoU he was again fent 

to the Mediterranean. He met with confiderable fuc- 

cefs daring; this expedition^ having, in the month of 

January following; driven oh (horei and deftroyed three 

of the principal corfairS belonging to Sallee. On the 

fourteenth ot the fame month he was promoted b/ 

fir John NarboroUgh, at thiat time commander-in-chief 

in the Mediterranean; to be captain of the Royal Oak. 

He did not howeVer long enjoy his new honour, for he 

died at Alicant on the 3©th of March 1679. 

LICORRI8; Johni — was appointed commander ot 
the Unicorn firefliip in i6'66 ; after which hU ndtoe does 
not occiir. ^ 

LUDMAN, Bernard; — appointed lieutenant of the 
Royal Charles in 1665; was prompted to command the 
Swallow in 1666. Whfen the rupture with France was 
expeded in 1668; he was again made lieutenant of the 



• Captain Helling of the Mary wa* jolat-eoaiiuffioaer with Urn. 
VoLi I, R Charles* 
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Charles s that alarm pafling away, he retired from fcrvlce,- 
till, at the commencement o? the fccond Dutch war ii> 
1672, he was appointed captain of the Monk. He was 
prefent in this ihip at the battle of Solcbay, being feverely 
wounded in that adlion. Probably as a rccompenfe for 
this misfortune, if an accident of that nature in the line 
of his duty could deferve that name, or as a reward 
for the fervice he rendered at that time, he was, in 1673^ 
appointed, by prince Rupert, to command the Viftory. 
Peace being concluded with the Dutch, and his name not 
occurring again in the fervlce, it is moft probable he died 
foon afterwards. 

MAIDEN, William, — fucccffively commanded the 
Blefling and Mary in the year 1666, and in the follawing 
year the Camel, all three being fircfliips. 

MARSHALL, Thomas, — was made lieutenant, firft 
of the Satisfaftion, and afterwards of the Clove-Tree, 
in 1665. In the following year he was appointed com- 
mander of the Deptford ketch. We find nothing farther 
relative to him till the year 1673, when he was made cap- 
tain of the Hind Dogger : nor from this time, till the 4th 
of November 1679, at which time he was appointed, by 
the commiflioners for executing the office of lord high 
admiral, lieutenant of the Woolwich. From the time of 
his quitting this ihip, till after the revolution, he appears 
to have retired from the fervice : at length, on the 3d of 
April 1689, he was made captain of the Thomas and 
Elizabeth fircfliip, but did not long furvive this appoint-- 
ment, dying on the 29th of Auguft 1690. 

MILLEK, Roger, — was appointed captain of the 
Plymouth in 1666, and ere he had well entered into the 
fervice, or had yet taught his country what expectations- 
to form of his rifmg abilities and genius, was prematurely 
flain in the long engagement between the duke of Albe- 
niarlc'and De Ruytcr, in the month of June following. 

MILLET, Henry, — was, immediately after the refto- 
ration, appointed lieutenant of the Leopard ; in 1662 of 
the Centurion; and in 1664 of the Matthias. In 1666 
he was appointed to command the fame (hip, by prince 
Rupert and the duke of Albemarle. In the following 
year he was removed inU) the Society ; and^t as the lair 

appoint* 
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dippointinent we have met with, was, in 1669, made 
lieutenant of the Hampfhire. 

MINGEN, John, — was appointed commander of 
the Sarah firefhip in t666; and again to the fame fhip 
when the fleet was re-equipped in the following fpring. 

MINTERNE, William, — ^was, in 1666, made cap- 
tain of the John and Sarah firefliip, and in the courfe of 
the fame year of the Land of Promife. 

MORLEY, Thomas, — commanded the William and 
Nicholas in 1666. 

MUNDEN, Sir Richard, — ^was in the fervice many 
years ere he had an oppoitunity of acquiring that celebrity^ 
through which he has tranfmitted his nime to pofterity 
with fo much honour to himfelf. He was appointed com^ 
mander of the Swallow ketch in 1666, and in the follow* 
ing year of the Portfmouth floop. We hear nothing 
further of him till the tommencement of the fecond 
Dutch war in 1672, when he was made captain of the 
Princefs. In the following year he removed into the 
Aflidance, and failed as commodore of a fmall fquadron 
conflfting of four (hips of war and a firefhip, fent as con-^ 
voy to the Eaft India fleet. On his arrival at St. Helena 
he found that iiland, contrary to all expedations, in the 
poflefTion of the Dutch. Being in want of water, and 
prompted alfo by his natural wifh of promoting the inte* 
reft of his country, he inftantly attacked it, and with fo 
much fpirit and luccefs as to atchieve its conqueft with 
very little lofs on his part. The re-capture of the ifland 
was critical, and proved afterwards more detrimental to 
the Dutch than had been at firft forefeen, or hoped for« 
Almoll immediately after the ifland had reverted to the 
dominion of the English, three Dutch Eaft India fhips% 
richly laden, knowing nothing of the recent event, came 
into the bay and were made prizes of. The comniodore 
returning home with his fquadron, and prizes, together 
with five Eaft India ibips under his convoy, arrived fafe 



♦ The Elqihafti, the Europe, the Arm* of Frieiland. There were 
three other {hips in company ; but through the too great impetuofitv 
of the Englifh, thcfe dlicovered their nnftake early enough to e£Fca 
their efcape for that time } but one of them was auerwards (;aptured 
OQ hex pafTige home. 
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at Portfmouth on the 20th of Auguft. His conduA was 
thought fo highly deferving of praife and reward, that» 
OH the 8th of December following he was knighted by 
king Charles ; and it appears a matter of much dotibt, 
whether ilr Richard derived moll credit from the honour 
itfelfy or the form in which it was, by the king's com- 
mand, notified to the public*. On his quitting the 
Afliftance he had no farther appointment till the 4th of 
April 1677, when he was made commander of the St. David, 
and was fent to the Streights in the month of December fol- 
lowing, as convoy to a large fleet of merchant (hips. He con- 
tinued to be employed in this kind of fervice many years, 
for on the i2th'of May 1680, we find he arrived at Ply- 
mouth in the St. David, from the Streights, having a large 
fleet of merchant ihips from thence under his convoy* 
He did not long furvive his arrival. Dying on the 2d of 
June enfuing, he was buried at St. Leonard's £romley, in 
the county of Middlefex, where a monument was erefted 
to his memory with the following infcription ; plain and 
Ample, more defcriptive of his life and cnara£ler than the 
more laboured elegance of language probably would have 

beenw^^ *• Here underneath Iveth, in hope of a blefled 

rcfurreaion, the body of fir Richard Munden, knight, 
one of his majedy 's captains at fea, who having been (what 
Upon public duty, and what upon merchant's accounts) 
fucceUfully engaged in fourteen fea fights, after feveral 
confiderable exploits and fignal fervices performed to his 
king and country (whereof the taking of St. Helena is not 
to be forgotten) died in the prime of his youth and 
ftrencth, in the 40th year of his age, June the 2d, 1680.'* 

He ms^rried Mrs. Sufan Gore, by whom he left one 

fon, Richard, boj?n after his father's death. We find his^ 
reliA fometime after his death, made application to the 
herald's college to have arms granted her, which redueft 
vrzsy as it is ftated, complied wkh, in confequence ot her" 
hufband's meritorious fervices«r The creft waf appropri- 
ate to the rank and merksof the petitioner — ** a panthcr'r 
head ifluing out of a naval crown." 

• " Whitehall, Dfec. 8. His majefty has been plieafed to cbnfcr 
the honour of knighthood on captain Richatd Munden, in confidera- 
tioa of the tmtnent fervice performed by him in the retaking St. 
Heleoi, and taking at the func time three rich Dutch Eaft India 
priici." 

NARBOROUGH, 



Digitized by 



Google 



NAVAL OFFICERS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 245 . 

NARBOROUGH, Sir John,— was defccnded from a 
family Ipng fettled in the county of Norfolk. Having 
early in life betaken himfelf to the fea, he acquired, by 
his unwearied diligence added to extenfive abilities, a ce- 
lebrity both as a gallant officer and moil judicious navi- 
gator, which can be equalled only by a few and exceeded 
by none ; he received his firft commiflion as an officer in the 
navy in the beginning of the year 1664, appointing him 
lieutenant of the Portland, from which (hip he was foon 
afterwards removed into the Royal Oak, In the year 
1665 he ferved as lieutenant fucceflively on board the 
Triumph, the Royal James, the Old James, and the Fair- 
fax, in x666 he was made lieutenant of the Vidlory, 
fir E. Spragge's flag fliip ; and, as well in teftimony of 
his foimer very meritorious fervices, as in reward of his 
fpiritand gallantry exhibited during the long and defperate 
a^ion in June 1666, between the Dutch and Englifli fleets 
under prince Rupert and the duke of Albemarle, was pro- 
moted by them to the command of the Aflurance, a fourth 
rate*. In the following vear he was removed into the 
Bonadventure, and in 1609 was chofen tp command a 
voyage of difcovery to the South Seas, which had been 
long projefted, but through the intervention of war, and 
other caufes, till now, not carried into execution. The 
(hips defined for this fervice were, the Sweepftakes 
of thirty-fix guns and eighty men, commanded by cap- 
tain Narborough, and the Batchelor pink of four guns 
and twenty men, by captain Fleming. I'he obi eft of the 
voyage was to paf^ through the Streights of Magellan^ 
and make difcoveries in the South feas^ which at that time 
were very imperfeilly known to European navigators, and 
to endeavour, if poflible, to eftablifli fomc commercial in- 
tercourfe with the natives and inhabitants of that part of 
the worldf Having received their final inftruftions, the 
tw0 adyepturera failed on the 26th of September, but did 
not nvcet with any thing wortli relating, or out of the 
common line of occurrences in voyages of this nature, till 
the aad of Oftobcr 1670, when they reached Cape 
St. Mary, at the entrance of the Streights of Magellan. 



* The leadioji Qiip qa the flarbo^rd uck of the adi^iral of the white's 

R 3 Here 



Digitized by 



Google 



^46 LIVES AND CHARACTERS OF 

Here a friendly intercourfe commenced between the 
natives and the Englifli, who, purfuing their voyage, 
reached Baldivia without any fmifler accident on the 
fifteenth of December following. ' The Spaniards in that 
part of the world* ever jealous of the vifits of ftrangers, 
and with that fear which is ever attached to valuable and 
ill-defended pofleflions,fecretly beheld captain Narborough 
with an eye of diftruft and malevolence. Notwithftand- 
ing he offered to fupply them with a number of anicles of 
which they flood in the greateft need, the governors re- 
jefted, with much ill-humour, every offer of friendfhip 
and focial intercourfe, farther than the fupply of provi- 
fions of which captain Narborough, from the length of the 
voyage, began to be in fome want. Thus far indeed 
humanity appears to have overcome natural inclination: 
but foon after, when captain Narborough and his people 
were flattering themfelves that the rufl of new acquaint- 
ance was faft wearing off, and that an intercourfe might 
probably be foon eftablifhed on a cordial footing, the 
governor of one of the Spanifli forts took an opportunity 
gf feizing lieutenant Armiger, Mr. Fortcfcue, and two 
of the Englifh feamen. This extraordinary ftep was 
taken, in confequence, as it was pretended, of politive orders 
from the governor-general of Chili ; and their releafe was 
peremptorily refufed till the Speedwell and her confort ♦ 
fliould fubmit to anchor under the guns of the forts. 
Captain Narborough had too much prudence to comply 
with this extraordinary ftipulation ; and not having fuffi- 
cient force to compel the reftitution of his officers and 
people, was of neceflity conftraincd to leave them in the 
poffcffion of the Spaniards, and rcpalfing the Streights, ar- 
rived in England in the month of June 1671. The {hip 
being fcfitted immediately on her return into port, captain 
Narborough wa? re-appointed to her ; but on the com^- 
mencement of the fecond Dutch war in 1672, was taken 
by the duke of Yrrk, who was highly fcnfible of his abi- 
lities and experience, to fcrvc on board the Prince + as 
lieutenant, or, to fpcak more properly, as fecond captain. 

* In a Frrnch account of this voyage the Speedwell is faid to bave" 
parted company witfi her confort, on the coaft of Patagonia, and that 
they never joined company afterwards* ■• 

i Which earned the ftandard« 

It 
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I't has been already related that fir John Cox, the firft. 
captain, was killed on board this ftiip at the battle of 
Solebay*. T\\e command then devolving on captain 
Narborough, he gstve a very fignal proof of his abilities 
and zeal for the fervice of his country, by refitting and 
rendering the (hip aejain fit for a£lion in a very few hours 
after fhe had been fo much difabled^ that the duke of. 
York was obliged to quit her and go on board the Saint 
Michael. His conduA on this occafion was deemed fo 
meritorious that it was made the fubje£t of particular 
commendation t in the account of the a3ion publilhed by 
the authority of government. In token of the duke's 
cfteem for him, he immediately appointed him to fucceed 
fir John Cox as firll captain of the Prince. His royal 
highnefs retiring from his command foon afterwards^ 
captain Narborough was, in the autumn, removed into 
the Fairfax of fixty guns, and fent to the Streights with 
a convoy ^1, • having under his orders the Scanderoon 
frigate. He returned in the following fpring, and arrived 
in the Downs, with a very nun^rous fleet of merchant- 
fliips uod^r his proteSion, on the 31ft of May 1673. 
He was appointed, immediately on his return, to com- 
mand the St. Michael : but the earl of Oflbry having foon 
afterwards hoift^d his flag on board her, as vice-admiral 
«f the red, captain Narborough was removed, by comi- 
fniflfion from prince Rupert, into the Henrietta : and hav- 
ing in the intermediate time received the honour of 
knighthood, hoifted his flag onboard her, as rear-admiral 
of the red, on the 17th of September following. We 
iheet with nothing more interefting while he continued 
in this ihip, than his, having, in tl>e month of March 
1673, taken two fmall Du'ch privateers of eight guns 
each. On the i8th of Odober 1674, he was appointed 
commander-in-chief of a fqiadron § fent t9 the Mediterr 
^___ ■ — « i ' ■■ ■■ " ■'*■«■. 11 ■ , h 

• Seepage 158. ^ 

i- About feven he 'the duMe of York) returned to his own (hip, m 
well refitted as pofliblc by the carq of captain Narborough. R^L ofLng, 

\ His inftruQions for this fc^rvicp, dated sothof OBober 1672, are 
publilbcd in thq duke ofYorys Memoirs. 

^ In this Commiffion the term a^wiVa/ appears to have been pur- 
polcly omitted; h^is orAty'{l4ledcoinmaTAier-<in-chief, or commoddre, 
though' with more enlargccifiivileges than aro now grafite^ to officers 
. jb^i^g ^hat command. 
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ranean for the purpofe of overawing the Tripolines and 
other piratical n^fes, who besan afrerti, about this time, 
to commit depredations^, and didurb our commerce. He 
hady as was ctkftomary at this timej the pnvikge allowed 
him of wearing the vnion flag at his main-tQp-tnail head, 
ftill continuing on board the Henrietta. In the month 
of April .1675 his complaints to the TripoUn^ govern- 
ment commenced: thefe not being redrefled, he proceed-: 
ed> according to his inRrudions, to block up the port^ 
On the loth of July following he had the good fortune to 
drive on (hore and burn one of their capital (hips which 
had been their rear-admiral, and carried thirty gims. In 
the courfc of a few days he deftroyed two or three other 
veflcls of inferior note. On the 31ft of Auguft the attack of 
a Saitee which was working into Tripoli, brought on an 
adioD equal, in point of fpirit, to one which, from its con- 
fequence, might have infinitely more attra<^ed the notice of 
the world. The frigates Rationed immediately off the port 
hot being able to get up with her, fir John manned the boats 
of the fquadron and got under way with his larger (hips in 
fupport of them. The boats fucceeded in driving the 
Saitee on fhore, and came to an anchor near her in order 
to prevent the enemy from getting her off next morning. 
The Tripolines, in order to counteract their attack, man* 
ned three gallies and a brigantine which \vere at that time 
in the harbour. On the approach of thefe veflels the 
boats were obliged to retire on board the frieates. In the 
morning the gallies and brigantine were di (covered tow» 
ing the Saitee towards Tripoli. Sir John Narborough 
immediately weighed anchor, and (landing in (horc with 
the reft of the (hips under his command, fucceeded in 
cutting off the gallies from the port. One of them being 
forced on (hore near Tajura was fet on fire by the Turks 
themfelves ; the two others flying to the eaftward were 
driven on (hore by the Newcaflle. The boats having 
been twice repelled by the Moori(h foldiers who-put off 
from the (hore to defend them, fir John Narborough went 
in perfon, in his b&rge, to encourage his people on the 
third attack, which was fucccfsful, J'he Dey intimi- 
dated by an attack (b undaunted, and which prelaged but 
little fecurity to any of his veifels in a limilar fituation, 
l^gan iiow to make ferious overtures for peace* On the 

i.4lh 



Digitized by 



Google 



WAVAt orriCEits ov great britaiv^ 019 

14th of January following a (lill noore formi^s^le and 
decifive attack was madq on the Tripoline fhipping if 
the boats of the fquadron^ under the command oil ietite- 
nant, afterwards fir Cloudefly Shovel*. This exploit^ 
feconded flili farther by the deilru£tion t and capture of 
fome other veffeis and ilores, made the Tripolines ftill 
more earneft in their application for peace. l*hey per«- 
fifted as yet, however, in refufing to make fuch fatisfac^ 
tion as fir John deemed neceOfary /or the injury that ac« 
tually had been committed by their corfairs; and fir Joiui 
was equally peremptory in refilling all overtures of peace 
to whjch this indemnification was not a preliminary and 
indifpenfible article. In the month of February foilow- 
ingj iir John^who had removed his flag into theHampfliir^ 
being on a cruife to the caftward of Tripoli, with only 
one frigate in company, fell in with four of the principal 
ihips of war which, atter the lofs the Tripolines had iuf- 
taihed, were now left them. An adion immediately 
commenced ; and after fome hour's continuance, witn 
the greatefl fpirit on both iides, the corfairs havins had 
near fix hundred of their people killed and wounded, fled 
with all the fail they could carry for Tripoli, which thef 
were fortunate enough to reach. Thefe accumulated and 
repeated defeats and lofles at length difpofed the Dey to 
liiten to fir John's equitable demands ; lo that a treaty of 
peace was concluded between them on the 5th of Marclu 
by which the IVipoline government agreed to releafe all 
the Englifii captives in their poffeffion, to pay fourfcore 
thoufand dollars as a reparation for the violence they had 
committed, and to giant to the Englilh many other ho- 
nourable and valuable privileges, which no other nation 
had ever before poflefled or claiined. This difagreeable 
conteft being thus iuccefsfuUy terminated, fir John was 
preparing to return to Europe, when an accident happened( 
which compelled his longer continuance on the uation, 
7 he people irritated at the condudl of the Dey, who was 
charged as having been the caufe of the late war, and what 

^^»^ I 1. 1 ^» III ■ ii.iii ^ I . . I 

• For the particulars of which fee his Life. 

f In particular hy cannonading their forts, and bamiag a lar^ 
inagazine of timber, pit^pared for (hip building, fome few leagues di« 

(Ijuit from Tripoli. Gazcitp, No. 1080. ' 
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titey called an ignominious peace, they compelled him to 
oWc his life to a very expeditious flight: and fir John well 
knowing the treacherous difpofltion of his new made 
friends, thought it prudent to get the treaty ratified by the 
new Dey and the reft of the officers compofing their go- 
vernment. This ftep was eflfefted without difficulty, 
through the terror of an impending cannonade, and with 
an additional article* highly flattering to the confequence 
of the Engliih, and which appeared to promife a longer 
.continuance of peace than they had for fome time paft 
experienced. This expedition having been thus brought 
at laft to an happy iflue, fir John returned to Europe in 
1677 1, The Algerines not warned by the recent pu- 
niihment of their neighbours, began to renew their old 
pradice of difturbing our commerce ^1. Sir John Narbo- 
rough's fuccefs and fpirited conduA on the former occa- 
lion of the fame nature, caufed him to be chofen as the 
fitteft perfon to enforce the dictates of juftice on the pre* 
fent^ He hoifted his flag on board the Plymouth on the 
7th of May, but did not receive his commiflion §, which 
granted himexaftly the fame powers and privileges as his 
former did, till the 30th oi June. He failed immediately 
afterwards, and had fcarcely reached his ftation ere he 
raptured two Algerine fiiips of war and liberated two 
Englifh vefTels which had been juft before made prize of 
ty them. This earneft of fuccefs, though it was not of 
fiiflScient confequence to incline the. Turks to an imme- 
diate accommodation, ncvcrthelefs infufed, if poflible, ad- 
iitional fpirits into the Engliih: and fir John purfuing 
his good fortune, in the month of March |{ funk three and 

•- . i — ■»- — — i _ 

* By which ihe government bound itfclf, to .put any perfon ta 
death who fhould break the articles of peace. 

t In the month of February 1677 he buried his firft wife, who wa^ 
the daughter of Jddas Calmady; ot Longdon, Efq. 

I In particular by capturing a fliip, called the Society, bound for 
Marfcilles and Naples, belonging to John Gouldi Efq; a merchant of 
London. 

^ A. 1 commander-in-chief in the Sireighfs. 

H On the 15th of Fcbroary 1677-8 a new commiflion was fcnt him, 
10 which he is, for the hr(l time, particularly called, ^* admiral of hit 
majcfiy's fleet in the Strcighia," 
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captured another of their principal (hips of war. Through 
thefe repeated loflcs the Algerine power at fea was dimi- 
ziiihed to three or four cruifers; the remainder were laid 
up for a time that they might not incur the rifle of falling 
into the hands of a juftly irritated enemy. In the month 
of Auguft fir John, after having convoyed with his whole 
fquadrqn a very valuable fleet of merchant fhips out of 
all danger from the enemy's cruizers, returned again 
to his ftation off Algiers ; and, in a few days afterwards, 
burnt, in the road of Cercelli, twelve Algerine veflels 
loaded with corn, and captured two of their remaining 
fliips of war. • Following this blow he bore away fos 
Algiers, which he cannonaded with good efFcft, but with- 
out being yet able to reduce the pirates to reafon. In the 
month of November 1678, he fell in with a fquadron of 
five Algerine frigates, which the Dey, enraged at his ill- 
fuccefs, had fitted out for the purpofe of obtaining, by the 
prizes which they ihould take, fome fatisfaftion for the 
lofles his people had fuftained. This hope was, however, 
of (hort duration ; the whole fquadron, confiding of the 
Greyhound of forty-two guns, the Golden Tyger, and Five 
Stars, of thirty-fix guns each, the New Fountain of 
thirty-four, and the Flying Horfe of thirty-two guns, 
being, after a (hort but fmart aftion, carried into Cadiz. 
In the month of May 1679 fir John prepared to return to 
England with fifteen of his (hips that were in the worft 
conditicm for fervice, and arrived fafe at Portfmouth on 
the loth of June following, leaving in the Medirerranean 
vice-admiral Herbert, nftcTwards earl of Torrington, to 
complete a bufinefs fo luccefsfully and fpiritedly begun. 
From this time fir J. Narborough appears in great mea- 
fure to have retired from the line ot aftive fervice for 
many years. On the 29th of April 1680 he was ma(?e 
commifiioner of the navy, and w^as continued in the fame 
oflice, on the acceflion of king James, and the new ar- 
rangement of the navy board which took place juft after 
it. This is the lefs to be wondered at, as that monarch 
is known to have mixed the greateft efteem with the mod 
cordial pcrfonal attachment to tiim. Ncvcrthelefs, the 
condu£l of fir John Narborough was fuch, through the 
difficult times which foon fucceeded, as neither to bring 
tlifgrace on himfclf or t-ender dif-fervice to his princely 

patron. 



.Digitized by 



Google 



%^ , -M^ES AND CHARACTSn or 

patron, llie laft iatelligence we have been able to coU 
k£l relative to his naval life is, that on the X2th of July 
Y687, he hoifted his flag on board the Forefight as admi* 
nl of a fmall fquadron. - He failed to the wedward early 
in the month of September following, having Sour (hips 
lefides the Forefight under his commands The partKular 
fervice to which this fquadron was deftined does not ap^ 
pcar^ bul it is mod probable it was only intended as a 
cbeck to any petty embarkations that mi^ht take place 
from UoUaiid or any other part of the contuient fimilar to 
Moanouth a. Of the time of its retura^ as weK as every^ 
€rther particular relative to it, we are totally i?norant» 
Sr John Narborough appears to have married a daughter 
of JoTias Calmady, Elq; in the month of May i^TiS. 
This lady is fuppofed to have died» in the month of Fe-> 
bmary i677» in childbed. After her deceafe he married 
^ daughter of captain Hill, who long fttrvtved him, and 
afterwards became the wife of fir Cloudefly ShoveU 
Sir John Narborough died towards the end ot the year 
1688, and was buried at Knowlton church» in the county 
of Kenty where a handfome monument is ere&ed to his 
ssemory* His fon, who was then an infant, was, on the 
15th of November 1688, cseated a barj)net by king Jamea 
the Second, in gratitude to the memory and fervices, and 
io token of his fmcere attachment to his deceafed father; 
kcwas unfortunately drowned, together with his brother^ 
and their father-in-law, fir Cloudefly Shovel^ on the 22d 
of O£lober 1707. The edates pafied into the family of 
the D'Aeths by the marriage between fir Thomas 
D*Aeth> bart. and the daughter and fole heirefe of fir Johi| 
Narborough. 

NORTH, John, — after having in the year 1665 lerve4 
as lieutenant, firft of the Prudent Mary hired fhip of wa|r^ 
and afterwards of the Forefight, was in the loUawing 
year, appointed commander c^ the Royal Charles, a ihip 
of war hired alfo from the merchants. 

PAR'! RIDGE, Richard, — ^was appointed captain of 
the Turkey Merchant in 1666^ and on th^ commence* 
ment of the fecond Dutch war in 1672, was again re« 
appointed to command the fame (hip. 

PATTISON, Henry, — commanded the Daniel fire- 
fiiip in 1666, audi lil^e his predeceflbr, wasi on the com* 
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mencement of the fecond Dutch war, appointed to the 
Bantham, and afterwards to the Prudent Mary« both fire- 
&ips,'as well as the former. 

PEARCE, John, — was, in 1665, appointed lieutenaol 
of the Henry in 1665, and of the Prince in the following 
year. He was very foon afterwards (in the courfe of the 
fame year) made captain of the Elias. In 1668 he agaa 
fervcd as a lieutenant on board the Triumph ; from which 
ihip he was, in 1669, removed into the Dragon. In this 
ihip he failed for the Mediterranean, where he contintied 
till the year 1671 : and at the attack made on the Alge- 
rine (hipping in Bugia Bay, by Hr Edward Spragge, on the 
8th of May 1671, ugnalifed himfelf mofl remarkably aad 
meritorioufly, infomuch that he has obtained the honour 
of being fpecially noticed^ by hiftorians, in terms of the 
higheft commendation. He was dangeroufly wbundei 
while eiFc£ling this fervice 4 which misfortune, added <o 
his galbntry, procured him, in the following year, the 
command of the NewcafUe ; a promotion rendered more 
highly honourable to him by the perfonage who confer* 
red it (prince RupertJ ; and who, bearing avowedly and 
publicly a diflike to fir Edward Spragge, could not be 
fuppofed to have voluntarily promoted any officer who 
derived his claim under his auipices, but from a thorou||i 
and complete convi6iioii of his intrinfic worth and ment* 
After this period hiftorians, and information alfo are un* 
fortunately filent relative to him. 

PENROSE, Matthias,— was defcended of afn ancient 
Cornilfa family, and commanded the Monck in the year^ 
1666. 

PIBUS, John, — ^was appointed to command the Spy 
ifaallop in 1666 ; and on the commencement of thefi^cood 
Dutch war in 1672, the Fanfan yacht. 

POWELL, Edwanl, — is known only as having com-> 
itianded a (hip called the Loyal Katherine in 1666. 

PYEND, Stephen, — ferved as lieutenant of the SatnC 
George in 1664, and of the Guernfey in the following ' 
year. In 1666 he was appointed, by the joint com- 
manders- iiHchtef, prince Rupert and the duke of Albo^ 
inarle^ commander of the Amity. From the time he 
Quitted the command of this ihip, till the year 1672, he 
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bad no appointment. He was at that time made captdtfl 
of the Ruby 9 and in a very few weeks afterwards wa4 
promoted to the Sovereign ; after which his name doe^ 
not occur. 

RAND, Thomas, — in i6i66, commanded theSlothony^ 
a ihip of war taken from the Dutch. 

RATFORD, Richard, — ^was at the fame time made 
captain of the Spy floop. 

SCOT, I'heophilus, — commanded the Golden Sun iii 
1666, and the Thomas and George in 1672. 

SCOTT, Thomas, — ferved as lieutenant of the Refo- 
lution in 1665, and in the following year was made cap* 
tain of the French Viftory. In the month of Auguit, 
having the Orange frigate in company, they had a very fmart 
encounter with two large Dutch privateers, of which we 
have the following handfome account. " Plymouth, 
Aug. 10. Yefterday the Viftory and Orange frigates 
came in here fomewhat damaged in their mads and rig- 
ging, having met with two rlufliing capers (privateers) 
one of forty-four guns, the other of thirty-fix, double* 
manned, with whom they had a (harp difpute for five or 
fix hours, in which the Orange, having loft her fore-top- 
maft, was attempted to have been boarded by the larger ; 
but the Viflory interpofing, gave him fo full a broadfide, 
that-bringing down his main-maft by the board, he had 
certainly given a good account of her, had not the night 
ended the difpute." — We have met with nothing farther 
relative to him. 

SHASTO, or SHAFTO, ,— commanded the 

John and Thomas in the year 1666, 

SMITH, Anthony, — was appointed commander of the 
Cygnet in 1666. From the time he quitted this (hip, 
which he did at the conclufion of the firft Dutch war, he 
had no appointment till the year 1673, when he was 
made captain of the Navy yacht, and was re-commif- 
iioned to the fame vellel in the year 1680. He was in 
the following year promoted to the Woolwich ; and oA 
the iith of June 1682 to the Duke, a fecond rate, jnft 
then built. In 1684 he was removed into the Rupcrtji 
which appears to have been his laft command. 
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SMITH, Richard, — ferved as lieutenant of the Coaft 
frigate in 1664; and in 1666 was promoted to command 
the Zealand. In the courfe of the fame year he was 
rapidly removed, firft into the London, and afterwards 
into the Coronation. He commanded this fhip in the 
fecond engagement between the Englifh and Dutch fleets 
in this year, when the latter were totally defeated. No 
notice ever being taken of him after this time, it is fome- 
what probable he either died very foon after or quitted the 
fervice, as immediately after the a6^ion we find him fu- 
perceded in the command of the Coronation by captain, 
afterwards admiral Davies. 

SOUTH WOOD, Henry,— was, in the year 1666, 
made commander of the Good Hope, a (hip of war fo 
named after that, which had, in the commencement of the 
war, been captured by the Dutch. 

STEPHENS, Danifel,— commanded the Robert, and 
afterwards the Paul, both firefliips, in the year 1666. In 
the profpeft of a war with France in 1668, he was again 
called into fervice as captain of the Young Lion firefliip ; 
and ftill continuing in the fame line, was, on the com- 
mencement of the fecond Dutch war, appointed com- 
mander of the Lion fireihip. 

STOLLARD, Thomas, — commanded a fhip of war, 
called the Milkmaid, in 1666. 

STRAUGHANj^ George, — ^was, at the fame time, 
tnade captain of the Fortune galliot. 

SYMONDS, Benjamin, — was appointed lieutenant 
of the Kent in 1666 ; and towards the conclufion of the 
fame year was promoted to the command of the Expedi- 
tion. In 1668 he was made captain of the Swallow- 
ketch . 

TANNER, John, — commanded the Cat firefhip in 
1666. 

TAPLEY, orTORPLEY, John,— was, in r666, ap- 
pointed to the command of the Adventure, and in the month 
of December following diftinguiflied himfelffo remark- 
ably in two feparate engagements, one with the French,^ 
and the other, twelve days afterwards, with a Dutch 
fquadron ; that we cannot refift the opportunity of re- 
cording, at full length, fo much bravery, though the de- 
tail may, to fome, appear longer, not than themerit of the 
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mRUai ilemandsy but than the limits of the prefent wor(: 
juftifyi Captftin Torpley, in the Adventure of thirty- 
eight guns and one hundred and fifty-eight men, failed 
from rlymouth on the 17th of December, in Company 
with five other ibips of war, as convoy to a flefet of mer- 
chant veiTels bound to the fouthw^rd. On the 19th of 
die fame month the Adventure was federated from the refl 
of the fleet in a gale of wind off the Laiid's End. 't'he 
next morning at day break, four fhips of war were dif- 
covered about a mile to the leeward, of the Adventure^ 
which being immediately concluded to be her conforts,- 
ihe, without hefitation, hoiAed her colours and bore down 
to them : on her neater approach, the ftrange fhips already 
linking the Adventure a certain prize, hoifted French 
colours* The wind at that time blew very frelh N. E. 
by £• and the Adventure bawled as clofe to it as (he could 
Jay* The enemy, notwithilanding, coming Up with her 
i^ry fait, captain Torpley refolutely wore round td meet 
them : in eife^ling this the Adventure had the misfortune 
tofpring her foremaft, which muft, confidering the great 
fiiperiority of the enemy, have been a matter of much dif- 
couragement to a commander and his people lefs deter- 
mined than themfelves. The enemy began to fire ; and 
riie captain is particularly faid to have infufed fo much 
fpirit into his people^ as well by his perfonal example as 
by his exhortation, that, notwithflanding the difafler 
which had befallen them before thi a£tton commenced/ 
tbey behaved, through the whole of this perilous and 
unequal conteft^ like men determined to deferve vic- 
tory, though they might not obtain it. The Adventure 
refolutely forced hci" way through the enemy's fquadrori 
till fhe got up along- fide of the vice-admiral, as he is called 
in the account of the a£Uon, who commanded the varf 
fiiip of the enemy. He attempted to board the Adtenture,' 
but in vain, for the guns being remarkably well ferved^ 
her lire was fo hot that he was oT^liged io defift; 
Inavery fhort time the French fhip lofl her mizen-maft 
and mam-topfail-yard ; and the next flfip a-flero, who', 
at the fame time, engaged the Adventure, loft hei* 
main-topfail-yard alfo; b^fides which, the mails andr 
rigging of both were very materially injured. The other 
two. fhips came up to their aOillance, and the conteft wa^ 
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renewed, if poflible, with ^greater vigour. At Ienfi;di, 
after it had continued for five hours without the fmalleft 
intermiflion, a fortunate (hot, from the Adventure, blew 
up the fteerage of the French vice-admiral. His con- 
forts were fo much difmayed at the event, that, quitting 
all hope of capturing the (hip, which a few hours beforo 
they had thought a certain prize, they now fought, (ir(l 
to a(G(l fuch of their friends as flionld have efcaped the 
blaft, and afterwaitls to fave theiii(elves from «xperi« 
encing fome farther difafter, by a fpeedy and expeditious 
flight. In this adion the Adventure received, in 
her hull and fails, above five hundred (hot ; but what ap* 

Eears next to miraculous, had not a fingle man either 
illed or wounded. After fo great an efcape, efFeded by 
dint of valour and good condud, it was not captain 
Torpley's good fortune to return into port unmolefted. 
On the 31ft of the fame month he fell in with three 
fbips of war belonging to Flu(hing: the Adventure 
met them ftem to ftem, an4 neither party (hewed 
their colours till they were within a (hip's length. The 
Adventure firft hoifted her's and fired a (hot at the Dutch^ 
who immediately returned the falute and hoifted theirs. 
The adtion having commenced, one of the Dutch (hips 
attempted to lay the Adventure a^board, (he received her 
fo warmly, that, after having had her enfign ftafF (hot 
away, (he went off by the lee in the greateft confufion. 
Hrt- two conforts maintained the fight with the greateft 
refolution for five hours; when one of them being weary 
of fo defperate and fruitlefs a conteft, (hot a-head and • 
left the other to maintain the fight alone and unfup* 
ported. Captain Torpley, encouraged by the fuccefs with 
which he had hitherto defended himfelf, refolved, in his 
turn, to board his antagonift, who being aware of his in- 
tention, after firing two or three broadfides, edged away 
after his companions. T^owards evening they fell in 
with a fmall Dutch merchant velfel, of which they made 
prize. Two of the Dutch (hips of war*, with whom the 
Adventure had been engaged, now 'came up apparently 
with an intention of refcuing their countryman ; but after 
fome confideration, "deeming it, perhaps, imprudent to 

* The third ii fuppoicd to have bcea funk. 
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renew a cdnteft with fo fpirited a foe, left her to cany 
off her prize at leifurey and uiimolefted. When we 
confider the very fuperior force of the enemy's fliips^-one 
of which mounted thirty^two gnns, another twenty-eight>. 
and the third twenty-fix^ aH fully manned ; wnen we 
recolle£l alfo, that thefe had to contend with a (hip, who 
having lately been m a very fevere a£):iony conld not 
ti^ve been in fogood'a (late of equipment as themfelves, 
freih fhips, and elated with their fuperiority, we fcarcely 
know how to decide in which of the two*, captain 
Torpley and his crew acquired the greateft glory. At 
any rate k is a convinGing proof, however,, that neither 
the fuperior numbers, of foice of the enemy, are fufficient 
to enfure vi<iory, when that fuperiority is not fupported 
both by fpirit and prudence, rrom this time we have 
no farther account of this very gallant man till the year 
1678, when he was appointed, by king Charles, to com- 
mand the Succefs. There is a wonderful vacancy in his 
hiftory^ from this time till the i5th of February 1690, 
when he was appointed to command the Lyon,, and was 
foon afterwards fuperannuated with the pay of a captain 
, of a third rate. He died on the 9th of OAober 1699. 

TORRINGTON, Arthur Herbert, Earl of^— was the 
fon of fir Edward Herbert, attornev-general to king 
Charles the Firft,. and afterwards lord Jceeperof the great 
feal to king Charles the Second when in exile. Anhur 
having been bred to the fea, was appointed lieutenant of 
the DNeiiance in the beginning of the year 1666, and on 
the 8th of November following was promoted to the com- 
mand of the Pembroke of thirty -two guns and one hun- 
dred and thirty men. His very entrance, as it were, into 
the ferviice, was marked by an afiion, which encouraged 
his country to exped that difplay of fpirit on every future 
occafion which he now gave them fo handfome an earneft 
of. Soon after his appointment to the Pembroke he was 
fent to the Meditertanean,. and falling in with a frigate 
belonging to the States of Zealand, carrying thirty-four 
- — - - - ■..■■,-■ ^ -_ ■ 

* In tBe lad a£tioh captain Torplry was fortunate enough to ex- 
perience no farther lofs riian rbat of three men wounded, nor aojr 
other material damage to the (hip than t (hot dirough. fait raain-maf^ 
which rendered it umerviceable. 

guns 
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guns and one hundred and eighty men, engaged her from 
two o clock in the afternoon till night parted them: 
captain Herbert very fpiritedly carried a light that the 
enemy might not lofe company. In the morning, his 
antagonid wifhing tO/ decline all farther conteft, bore 
away, and being tne beft failer of the two made good his 
retreat into Cadiz. Wanting that due fenfe.of honour 
and truth that ever attends the adions of the brave, he 
failed not to boaft of having acquired all the glory of 
viSory without being fortunate enough to obtain the re- 
ward ; and, as a proof of bis pretenfions, made frequent 
challenges while they both lay in a neutral port. The 
bottom of the Pembroke being foul, (he was obliged to 
be hove down. The Zealander made almoft daily boails 
of his prowefs, firing his guns, by way of bravado, as long 
as the Englifh frigate lay in that defencelefs (late. As 
foon as the Pembroke was righted, and in a condition to 
go to fca, captain Herbert flipped his cablq and flood out 
to engage. The fervice foon becoming too hot for the 
Zealander's cold phlegmatic conflitution, he retreated a 
fecond time with greater expedition than he had advanced. 
Captain Herbert in vain fired his chace guns, endeavour- 
ing to difable him ere he could reach the bay of Cadiz, 
where, by the law of nations, he knew he might continue 
iinmolelted. The Pembroke lay-to off the bay till next 
morning, fruitlefsly expeftlng fome new difplay of fpirit 
from an enemy who had boafted fo much, and fhewn fo 
little.* Captain Herbert returned to England about fix 
weeks afterwards, with a large convoy under the chief 
command of rear-admi ral Kempthorn. But the Pembroke 
had the misfortune to fall on board the Fairfax, another 
fhip of the fleet, off Portland, and received fo much da- 
-mage from the fhockthat (he funk almoft before her crew 
had time to fave themfelves : fix, or feven, who wercfick 
and in a helplefs ftate being loft with her. Captain ^ 
Herbert, who got fafe on board another fhip, was, im- 
mediately on his arrival, appointed commander of the 
Conftani Warwick ; from which fhip, in 1669, he re- 
moved into the Dragon, one of the fhips fent to the 
Streights, in the fame year, under the command of fir 
Thomas Allen. In the month of May 167X, he fell in 
with two Algerine' frigates, whom he immediately en- 

S 2 gaged 
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gaged* with the utmoft refolution : and though he untor^ 
tunately failed in capturing either of them, it manifeftly 
appears the want ot the mod complete fucccfs was not 
owing to any deficiency either of bravery or good conduft irv 
captain Herbert. Oil his return from the Streights, in 
1072, he was appointed captain of the Dreadnought y 
from which (hip he was almoft immediately promoted to 
the Cambridge, on the death of fir Fretcheville Hollis^ 
killed at the battle of Solebay : and being detached by the 
duke of York, togetlier with the Briftol, ta watch the 
motions of the Dutch, they fell in t with their Eaft India 
fleet, which they immediately attacked. Captain Herbert 
boarded the largeft ftiip m the fleet, but was unable ta 
carry her off, as well from her being extremely well fc- 
conded and fupported by her conforts, as that in the midft 
of the ailion the Cambridge herfelf took fire J. Captaii> 
Herbert commanded the Cambridge during the remainder 
of the fecond Dutch war ; and in the fint a£lioB which 
took place the following year, between prince Rupert and 
the Dutch fleet, behaved w^ith wonderful bravery. Aeon- 
duft lefs remarkable in him, as it was what every body 
cxpefled. His fhip was fo much difabled in the engage- 
ment as to be fent home, even when a renewal of it was 
hourly expedied. He is faid, by Campbell, to have beeix 
desperately wounded in the aftion. jThis circumftance 
may, in all probability, be ftridlly true; and we are the 
more inclined to believe it, from finding no farther men- 
tion made of him, during the remainder of the Dutch war. 
But no notice is taken of it in the account given of 
the adion by prince Rupert, who has been rather par- 

* Of this adion, and the cfcapc of the enemy, we have the follow- 
ing authentic account. " The Dragpn, captain Herbert commander^ 
engaged, almoft three days together, two Turk's men of war) and 
bearing up clofe with one of them, with refoluiion of boarding him, 
the.omccr that cund the (hip was unfortunately fhor, whtrfa caufing a 
miftake at the helm, the iJiip caft a contrary way and gave an oppor- 
tunity to the Turks of getting the wind and making fevcral (hot at her; 
but as foon as (he tacked about they began to fly, and by this accident 
happened to efcape. Captain Robert had ten of his men hurt, and 
himfelf wounded in the face with a mufket balJ, but it is hoped he i& 
in no danger.*' 

+ On the 2ad of July. 

J Sec the Life of captain Wyld, p. iSS. 

ticular 
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tkiilar in mentioning the names of fuch officers as we^ 
killed or wounded. He appears alfo, which is a farth'cr 
corroboration of Campbeirs account, to have, in great 
meafure, retired from the fervice for fome years, as he 
had no appointment from the conclufion of the fecond 
Dutch war to the 5th of November 1677 *, when he was 
made captain of the Rupert of fixty-four guns, by king 
ChaHes the fecond. He failed eafly in the following 
year for his old ftation, the Mediterranean, the only part 
of the world, indeed, where, at that time, a man of his 
afbive and fpirited turn of mind could diftinguifh himfelf. 
He received foon afterwards a commiffion, bearing date 
from the 15th of February 1677-8, appointing him to aft 
as vice-admiral t of the fleet already in the Mediterranean, 
under the orders of fir John Narborough. This promo- 
tion is a very ftriking proof of the high eftimation 
in which he was, at that time, held for his abilities and 
prudence, inafmuch as, there were many captains in the 
iame fleet, who, from their feniority to captain Herbert, 
might appear, •9n that groundy to have been better-entitled 
to the appointment. O^ the ift of April 1678, being 
then in company wth the Mary, commanded by fir Roger 
Strickland, they fell in with a very large Algerine Ihip of 
war, carrying forty guns and four hundred men, efteemed 
at that time the beft in their fervice, Th^ Rupert en- 
gaged her fingly for a confiderable time, before the Mary, 
owing to the weather being calm, could get up. The 
Rupert had, indeed, the folc merit of fubduing the cor- 
fair^ as he ftruck as foon as ever the Mary clofed with 
him X^ In this aftion captain Herbert loit one of his 

eyes. 

* Ratlier an extraordinary circamflance in tb« life of a man ever 
ambitions of employment, except confidered as originating in fuch 
a caufe. No other inftance occurs of bis being out of employ, from 
bis fijft entrance into the fervice till the time ke<)uittcdit inthercign 

of James the Second. Campbell makes the following obfarvarion. 

'< After that {ihejeamd Dutch) war was over, captain Herbert had 
ieifure to attend the court, and to folicit tbe rewards that were due to 
fais fervices, in which be met with all poflible kindncfs from the duke 
of York." 

t Or fecond in command. 1 

X We have the following additional partieulirs, relative to the ac» 
tson, ID a letter from Cadiz, dated April the 3d. *^ When (ir Roger 

S 3 Strickland 
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eyes *. In the month of May 1679, fir John Narborough 
returned to England and left the command with vice- 
admiral Herbert + ; but he did not receive a regular com- 
miffion, to aft as commander-in-chief on thatTlation, till 
the 17th of July 1680, In the month of November 
1679, Tangier being then attacked by the Moors, who 
had been long accuftomed to keep it in perpetual alarm, 
the vice-admiral J arrived very providentially in the road 
during the hour of ihe g^arrifoii's diftrefs, and immediately 
landed^ in tl cii fupport, a battalion of three hundred and 
fifty men, s :..Vip!etely equipped and officered from the 
fquadron. The vice- admiral landed with them himfelf ; 
and quitting his (lation of a naval ofncer, commanded, in 
perfon, an attack, made on the 8th of the fame month 
tipon a Moorifh intrenchment. The prudence, as well 
as bravery, he exhibited on this occafion, may be thought 
to leave it a matter of doubt, whether he had moft iignalized 
himfelf on former occafions, in that particular profefllon 
of arms to which he had been bred, or in that new branch, 
to the exercife of which he had, but fo lately, afpired. 
Their attack bting parried § the Moors confequently re- 
tired. Admiral Herbert ftiil continued in the road ; and 
on the nth of April drove on (horc a new Algerine 
frigate of twenty-eight guns, called the Orange-Tree, 
which had been chaced into the road of Tangier, by the 

Strickland came up like wife, the Algerine furrendered, having loft 
two i^undrcd men. The captain of the Algerine is an old Turk, 
who, when he could defend his fhip no longer, caufed all the arms to 
be thrown overboard. In the Rupert, all the officers, to the boat- 
fwain's mate, with nineteen others, are killed, and between thirty and 
forty wounded. Captain Herbert himfelf is very much burnt in, the 
face by fome powder in bandalcers, which took fire on the quarter* 
deck, but without danger, though he hath not yet recovered his 

fight." 

* The prize, which was called the Tyger, was nearly as large as her 
captor, and carried an hundred and thirty men more than her. She 
was afterwards commifTioned in the Eng'.iih fcrvice. 

f A$ he is fliled in the Gazette, No. 1^12. 

1 Sec Gazette, No. 1469. 

^ Herbert is (aid, by Campbell, to have been, about this time, 
created rear admiral of the blue i but as there does nQt appear to be 
any certain proof of this hfi. it is moft probable this promotion is fub* 
dituted for that of *' admiral of the fleet in the Strcights," which local 
eommt&d and rank wis conferred on him about this time. 

Hamp- 
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Hampfhirey captain Pinn, and the Adventure, captain 
Booth ♦. On tne 8th of May following the Moors com- 
menced a frelh attack ; and on the 1 7th it was found ne- 
ccflTary to abandon an advanced work, called Henrietta 
Fort. To manage this retreat in fafety was become a 
matter of confummate difficulty, as well from the great 
force of the befieging army, as the advanced ftate, and 
near approach of their attack. Admiral Herbert did 
not a little contribute to its being fuccefsfully atchieved, 
"without much lofs, by making a diverfion, and feigning an 
attack on the Moorilh camp, from the feaward, by an 
embarkation in boats. He contributed in a higher degree 
to the fafety of this harrafled city on the 2oth of Sep- 
tember following. The Moors had, foon after their laft 
attack, agreed to a (hort truce, which they employed 
very diligently in making «very preparation for a (H11 
more formidaole aflault. Admtral Herbert, on his part, 
ufed every poflible means in his power to defeat the in- 
tention ol the enemy, by landing with a confiderable body 
of foldiers and failors from his fquadron ; and to encourage 
them the more to their duty, again quitting his (lation of 
a naval commander, he took upon himfelf the office of a 
general. His behaviour on this, as on every other occa- 
fion, was moft confpicuoufly great t. Soon after this 
time the Aleerines, who had not been fufficiently humb- 
led by the chafti foment they had received from the fleet 
under fir John Narborough, began to renew their de- 
predations in fo great a degree, as to excite the indigna- 
tion both of the government and the natipn. Admiral 
Herbert failed for Algiers in the middle of February 
1681, and by his prudent as well as fpirited «condu6\^ the 
preliminaries were, with fome little paufe, agreed upon ; 
and the peace Toon after concluded {. A peace which ha5, 



* The foUowioff being an extra£l of a letter from Cadiz, dated 
April the ssd, 1600, may fcrve to prove the fingaiar afliOaoce he 
rendered the city of Tangier at this critical juncture. *' Vice-admirpl 
Herbert Het before I'angier, with a flrong fquadron, .ready 10 give 
them very conGderable aiCftance, if there be occafion." . 

i Vide Relation of the Saccefa againft the Mogry^ publilhed hy 
attthorit/. 

X On the loth of April. 

$4 M^ith 
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with very trivial exceptions, been fincc Jcept inviolate. 
The objeft, for which the fleet had principally been fcnt 
to the Mediterranean, being thus accompliflied, admiral 
Herbert returned to Europe*, and was, on the 3d of Fe- 
bruary 1683, conftituted rear-admiral t of England. 
After the acceffion of James the Second, Herbert was 
univerfally efteemed one oif thefe perfons moll in favour 
with the new fovereign, who foon afterwards appointed 
him mafter of the robes. This gleam of court fun-lhinc 
was foon overcaft. Herbert was a man of thofe Ready 
and truly patriotic principles which would n^ver bend to 
flattery, or hopes of private emolument, nor be fettered 
by the fmiles or promifes of the great. To this firmnefs 
of mind he added a judgment too found to be wrought on, 
or fliaken by fpecious argument ; ever awake to what he 
deemed the real intereft of his country, he was among the 
foremoft of thofe true patriots who fteadily oppofed the 
repeal of the Teft ASt. This was an oppofition to that 
mod favourite projeft of James, who was m every refpe£l 
the fovereign of his heart, except when thofejprojefls 
appeared to militate againft the public good. Tnc mo- 
narch was refolved to make him pay the forfeit of his de- 
linquency, arxd feel, in its utmoft extent, every effort of 
his royal anger. He difmifled him from all his employ- 
ments :[. Thefe repeated inftances of royal difguft, 

* On the sSth of Augaft 1683, be was appointed one of the coip- 
iniflioners for. executing the office of Iprd high admiral. He conti* 
nucd in this pod till king. Charles took into bi& own hands the xna* 
ziagenient of the navy. May 22, 1684. 

i The manlier in which this apnotntment was notified to the pub- 
lic, is top hoROur^bie Xo admiral HcDbert to be omitted. *< Whitenall, 
February 4. .Hisi,majefl)t has been gracioufly pleafcd to confittute 
Arthur {ferbert, £rq..rear-a(bniral of Englandf, in confideration of the 
many good and acceptable fervices performed by him, as well in the infe- 
rior cammAiuk which..hc»bai]^ kii ii^ his majcfty's fleets, fo more 
efpecially of late years in. the quality, firft of vice-admiral, and then 
of admiral and commander-in-c))ief of his majefty's fleet employed in 
and about the Mediterranean, againft the pirates of Angiers and other 
bis maiefty's enemies of Barbary.*' .♦ > 

} On the 1 f th of March 1. 686, lord Thomas Howard was appointed 
to fucceed him as maft<;r of the robes. • So^n afterwards he was re- 
moved frotn his honorary. appointment of rpar-admiral of, England, in 
order to make room for king James's more favoured friend and coon- 
icllor> fir. Roger Siiickland. •. .. ^ 
.,.'.. ...... '""" ■* "" ^ " " " aided 
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aided hy the unconftitutional meafurcs of James/and diat 
thorough oppofition of political j)rinciples and ideas 
-which fubfilted between him and the admiral, induced 
the latter to be one among the foremoft of thofe who 
repaired to the prince of Orange. As his influence, 
cfp^cially among the feanoen, who revered him^ who loved 
him as a friend, as a conamander, as a parent, was known 
to be very extenfive, as the higheft opinion was enter- 
tained both of his integrity and judgment, his early Arrival 
was particularly grateful to thofe who were friends to the 
revolution, and truly ferviceable alfo to the caufein which 
they were about to embark. The Aates-geneial, truly 
fenfible of his worth, conferred on him the command of 
their fleet, with the title of lieutenant-general-admiral. 
In this ftation he proved himfelf in every refped deferv-> 
ing the high truft that was repofed in him, having, both 
in his general advice and particular perfonal conduct 
united the mod confummate prudence * with the moft 
adive and fpirited exertions. The revolution being 
eflFeAed, William did every juftice to his high merit, by 
continuing to him that command he had £>rn with fo 
much credit to himfelf, and fuccefs to the perfonage whole 
caufe he had efpoufed. On the 8th of March 1688-9 ^ 
was appointed nrfl commiflioner for executing the oflice 
of loidhigh admiral t, and in the beginning of April failed 
with a force, confiding only of twelve fail of the line, 
to oppofe the French fleet under Monf. Chateau Renard, 

* Even hit arch enemy, Burner, admits the fuccefs to have been, in 
great meafore, produced by the prudent advice given by htm. ** Owing 
to the reafoni tiiggefted by admiral Herbert, the prince of Oranee laid 
afide his intention of failing northward to the Humber, which mad 
have been attended with many incbnvenicnccs, as no fleet can lie long 

with fafcty on thatcoaft '• Campbell fays, •* by the fkill and care oT 

admiral' Herbert the troops were very foon landed, and, by his intel- 
ligence with feveral perfons of diftinaion in the neighbourhood, amply 
fupplied with proviuons and other neceflaries." And again, fpeabng 
ofadmiral Herbert, '^ in a very few days the good effe8 <n theadmiraPg 
letter appeared by the coming in of feveral fliips, and the way being 
once broke the fcamen declared, in general, for the prmce; from all 
which it fuUy appeared, how much the fuccefs oF this mat affair was 
owing CO the valour, vigilatacc, and-prudence of this noble pcrfon.*'— 
]4em. of Adm. Herbert. 
.» I Qaaette, No. 2434. 

; ^ . which 
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which had convoyed king James and his army to Ireland ; 
and, being fincc that time confiderably reinforced, was 
compofed of no lefs than forty-four fliips, twenty-eight 
of which were of the line oi battle. Herbert, almoft 
providentially, and not till the very eve of the adion, 
received an augmentation of his force,* fo that, on the ift 
of May, the cfay in which the battle of Bantry Bay took 
place, it confifted of eighteen fail of the line, two frigates, 
a firefhip, and two or three fmall veffels. Notwithftand- 
ing this difproportion of force, the gallant admiral 
confidering the glorious and decifive confequences that 
would inevitably attend vi£tory, and the mere pai^ial 
misfortune that would purfue even defeat, with that 
marked decifion which didinguifhes the military hero 
from the military pedant, hefitated not a moment. The 
conftant if not only objed of his moenuvres was to clofe, 
if poilible, with an enemy, who, notwithftanding their 
fuperiority, as conftantly manifefted the intention of en- 
gaging only indecifively, and at a diAance. As they had 
the advantage of the wind, it was not in the power of 
admiral Herbert to avoid this defultory kind of conteft, 
which ended, as every aftion with the fame enemy has 
done fince that time, m which they have been fortunate 
enough to poffefs the fame advantage. In fhort, after a 
didant cannonade of three hours, during which time ad- 
miral Herbert made every poflible, though, from the con- 
fummate caution of the French admiral, fruitlefs effort to 
weather his antagonifts, Monf. Chateau Renard thought 
proper to tack, and put an end to the conteft .by ftanding 
farther into the bay, whither it was not prudent, or, per* 
haps, poflible for the Engliih to follow him, contented 
with tne glory of not having been completely defeated by 
a force little exceeding half his own. King William, 
fully fenfiblc of the merit of the aftion, hallened to Portf- 
inouth in order to reward, in perfon, that gallantry which 
had, at leaft, contributed fo much to the honour of the 
nation. After bcftowing pecuniary gratuities on thofe to 
whom fuch munificence could with propriety be (hown, 
he proceeded to confer fuch honours as were properly 
.fuited to the condition and rank of thofe commanders who 
had ftgnalized tbcmfelves on this memorable occafion; 
and on the aoth of May created admiral Herbert baron 
'Herbert of Torbay, and earl of Torrington. The fleet 
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being reinforced by admiral RuflcU and the Dutch, and 
thofe (hips which had received damage in the late adion 
refitted with the utn:oft difpatch, the earl of Torrington 
proceeded to fea the beginning of July. But the French 
having no objeft in view that rendered a fecond battle 
abfohitely necclFary, did not think proper to venture into 
the Channel during the remainder of the year. Lord 
Torrington, with the body of the fleet, returned into port 
for the winter on the 2d of Oftober, having prcvioufly 
detached lord Berkley with a ftrong fquadron to the weft- 
ward, to repel. or prevent any defultory attack that might 
be attempted by the enemy. In the month of January 
following he refigned his port of firft commiffioner of the 
admiralty in conlequence, as it is Taid, of fome murmurs 
in the houfe of commons at the reported ill-equipment of 
the fleet, and its having been very badly victualled. He 
was fucceeded by Thomas earl of Pembroke and Mont- 
gomery, a nobleman whofe great popularity was thought 
. moft likely to allay the public clamour. The French 
having, during the winter, ftrained every nerve to aug- 
ment their marine and render it ftill more fuperior to that 
of England than it was (proportionably) in the preceding 
year. Thev, in the month of June, inade their appear- 
ance in the Channel with a fleet of eighty-four* fail of the 
line, befides a number of frigates, fire- (hips, and fmall 
vefTels. Notwithftanding their arrival was fo fudden and 
unexpected, and their force fo much fuperior, the earl 
demurred not an inflant in putting to fea, rightly judging 
it was more for the advantage of his country to meet or 
attend its enemies with a fleet inferior in pomt of num- 
bers, than fufFer them to traverfe the Channel unmolefted, 
unoppofed, or unwatched. Previous to the a£tion, and ' 
on the very verge of it, the earl was, as he had before been 
at Bantry Bay, happily reinforced, firft by a fmall divifion 

* At appears by the lift of rhe French -fleet attached to a very fcarce 
print of the aOion, in the poffeflion of William Locker, Efq; lieiitc* 
nant-governor of Greenwich Hofpital ; this print was publilbed under 
the imm'^diate infpe^ion of the earl of Torrington, and we have 
caufcd it to be very faithfully re-engraved, as well becaufe of the 
complete illuOrarion it affords of the particulars of this a6^ion, as on 
account of its fcarcity : no other copy than that we have obtained having 
^een preferved. We report this circumftance on the authority of the 
late Mr. Gulflon, whofe Ji^nowledge and judgment in matters of this 
luiture are well known. 
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of EngHfli (hips, and afterwards by the Dutch uiider ad- 
mirals Evertzen, Callemborgh, and Vander Putten, fo that 
his fleet, at laft, confifted of fifty-fix fail of the line*. 
With this force, difproportioriate as it was to that of the 
enemy, the earl continued to follow, preventing them, by 
his prefence, from the power of mifchlef, but wifely 
wiihing to avoid an a3ion till his fleet fhould, by farther 
reinforcements, acquire fufficient ftrength to render con- 
queft certain. This was the (late of things when an ex- 
prefs arrived from the queen, at the inftigation, and by the 
advice, as it is faid, of Ruffel t his enemy, commanding 
the earl inflantly to engage. He immediately took every 
ftep prudence as well as bravery could fugged to enfurc 
all the fuccefs that could reafonably be hoped for. He 
convened all the flag officers^, imparted to them his or- 
ders, and prepared for battle. As foon as it was light on 
the morning of the 30th day of June, the earl made the 
fignal for his fleet to fall into a line. As foon as this was 
effected he bore away for the enemy ; and at eight o'clock 
made the fignal for clofe afiion : the French in the mean 
time (confiding in their fuperior numbers) prepared alfo 
for the conteft. Their fleet was ranged, not, as is ufually 
the cafe, in a ftrait line, but a curve, called by moft hif- 
torians (though improperly) an half moon. It is admit- 
ted, however, on all hands, their van and rear were con- 
siderably to windward of their centre, which appears from 
the print already mentioned, to have fallen inward direftly 
oppofite to the earl's own divifion of the red fquadron, as 
though the enemy had (tudied, with the utmoft caution, 
to avoid him. It has been invidioufly infilled on by his 

* As appears by the minutes of the court-martial held on the earl. 

f Dalrymple's Mem. 

X Notwithflanding what Burnet is pleafed ro advance to the con* 
trary, it appears by the evidence of captain Neville, who was the earl's 
captain, fuch orders were not difcretionary, but pofitive. 

** Captain Nevill," as foon as the cxprefs came with orders to fight, 
on Sunday, about four in the afternoon, a fignal was given for a 
council of flag-officers, to whom they were imparted, fome of the Dutch 
flag officers faid, it were to be toijhed they had been firmger \ but the 
aueen*s orders uxs^i be obeyed^ and Jo 'went to their Jhips to prtbare*^ 
Vide Ab(lra£i of the £vid. given to the Lords Com. by the Adrairalt 
and Captains, of the Engagement at Sea. Publilhed by Authority 
1691. 

enemies, 
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•nemies, that his divifion alone was lead in adion : but 
if they had wifhcd to ellablifh a charafter for candour, 
they would have done well to confider the danger into which 
the whole fleet would have been brought by the earl's rafhiy 
bearing away into the immenfe bayy if the term may be aU 
lowed, formed by the French centre. Separated as the 
fquadrons of the combined fleet were, ftrait as was its line in 
comparifon with that of the French, the latter ftill conti- 
nued to out-ftretch them confiderably ; and if the carl, 
liftening only to the difbtes of gallantry, had broke that 
line, by bearing in for the enemy's centre, his divifion might 
eafily have been enclofed ; when,if that enemy had done their 
duty properly, few of his fliips would have been left for the 
future defence and proteflion of England. It may pro- 
bably favour ftrongly of Briti(h fpirit to agree with what 
was theoretically advanced by fome of the Britiih cap- 
tains in that a&ion, that if all the fhips in their line had 
engaged as clbfe as ihofe of fir John Alliby's divifion did, 
the French, in all probability, would not have gained fo 
much advantage as they did: yet, if we confider the 
ftrength of the two fleets, their fituation, and the form in 
which they were each drawn up, we muft, now time has 
mellowed the roughnefs of party prejudice, admit that 
fuch condudt could only have originated in the fame rafli- 
nefs which induced the Dutch, who led the combined 
fleet, to ftretch forward with a prefs of fail till they 
reached the enemy's van, although they, by that condud, 
left fuch an interval between them and the red fquadron, 
as in fome meafure, contributed to their own deltruflion • 
and the joint misfortune of the whole fleet. A celebrated 
i ngenious modern writer * has fummed up the whole in the 
following fliort and cxprefllive manner : " Thereivas this dif- 
* ' fcrence hetwetn the ctdmirah — Evertzen fought for glory only \ 
** but the other y trufling to /^e great nefs of his chara^er fr 
* * g^^Hy refUBed that the sa FET y oflm country was int rifted 
<* to HIM." — Notwithdanding every poffible advantage 
that might have been derived by the French from their 
fuperiority of force, it does not appear, from the bed au- 
thorities, that the lofs of the Englifli was more than one 
(hip of the line, the Ann of fcventy guns, commanded 

♦ Dalrymplc, Part 2d, Book the ^th. 
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by captain Tyrrcl, and that of the Dutch fix, a lofs furely 
inferior to what might have been expcfled confidering 
the great difadvantagcs under which the combined fleet 
laboured. But though the fafety of the kingdom was 
pnrchafeJ at fo eafy an expenie, comparatively fpeaking, 
and the armada of the French, difabled from future oiTcnfive 
operation*^, was content with the empty triumph of the com- 
bmed fleets having retired before it ; (hough it retreated itfelf, 
in a (hort time, to its own harbours^ without venturing at 
any enterprife worth the dignity of being recorded by any 
hiltorians but their own : yet the people of England were 
not to be fatisfiL'd with what might with propriety be 
termed a negative vicflory. They thought their national 
dignity degraded ; and difappointcd in the vain hope of 
their admiral cfFefting impoflibilities, joined all in th« 
general cry of mifconducl and treafon, from the peafant 
to the prince. I'he court, however, aflembled to take 
cognizance of the matter, did every juftice to the merit 
of this brave bnt unfortunate man*, and acquitted by the 
general voice of thofe, who underftanding perfedly the 
weakncfs of the charge and the propriety of the aniwer, 
he fonght, in retirement, that peace and tranquillity, the 
faftious, not to fay ungrateful fpirils of his countrymen, 
appeared to wifti to deprive him of. Having never more 
entered into what is called public life, he died on the 13th 
ci:y of April 1716, in an advanced age.— The charaSer 
given him by Burnet affords a proof how far men of the 
yi?tt«^/y? judgment, the moft impartial mode of thinking, 
and the Jirongrfl atte?itiony in other inflances to veracity and 
candour^ fuflcr themfelvts to be hurried into expreflions 
which maturer confideration and cooler refleflion would 
certainly have obliterated. Not being able to cenfuie 

' — 9 

♦ Among other moft liberal teftimonies now exilHng of ibc high 
injury done by imputing to this noble perfon the fmalleftguih, is an 
original letter, written to him immediately after the adiron, by ihe gal- 
lant fir Cloudefly Shovel, a man, whofe opinion restive to fuch a 
tranfaclion mull ever be treated with the hj^eft refpc^l, as his chik* 
TA^cj, both as a muft able officer ar.d an honeft man, can never ceafe 
to be revered. After paying lord Torrington's general condufl every 
fair and proper tribute, he adds, in direct terms, that be was faimfelf 
convinced, from every poflible information he could procure on the - 
fubje£l, that his behaviour had been, through the whole buGnefs, as 
gallant as it was prudent. In (hort, to have a£led orhcrwife than a» 
he did, would have been to have diflervcd his country^ 

adnalral 
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admind Herbert's attachment to the conllitution, and 
that truly valuable adiftance he aiForded the prince of 
Orange before the revolution aduallj took place, the 
good bifhop endeavours, as much as poilible, to leflen the 
merit of the action by attributing its original caufe to a 
perfonal quarrel between the admiral and lord Dartmouth, 
who being fuppofed to poffefs more of the king's confi- 
dence than himfelfy created firft a jealoufy , which pridgy to 
ufe the biihop*s own word, raifed into fuliennefs, towards 
king James> and time afterwards improved into a Arm 
oppofition to his arbitrary meafures. Thus has one of 
the greateft afts of patriotifm been degraded by a perfon 
embarked in the fame caufe with himfelf, into the reftlefs 
uneafy working of a difappointed (jpirit. The charader 
of the noble earl ftands, however, far above the reach of 
any malicious afperfion. James had been his friend, his 
patron : the mutual attachment that was well known to 
iubfift between them, had originated in the nobleft motives, 
the defire of rewarding merit in one, and an honourable 
gratitude for that attention in the other. The favour of 
his royal patron had beflowed on him divers employ- 
ments, which yielded admiral Herbert an annual income 
of four thoufand pounds a year ; this, together with the 
friendfliip of his fovereign, he had refolution and patrio- 
tifm enough to forfeit and forego, rather than fupport, for 
a fingle moment, fuch meafures as he thought offenfive 
to the conftitution and liberty of his country. I'hc 
prince, whofe caufe he next efpoufed, and whofe cham^ 
pi&Ky as it were, he avowed himfelf by his condu6l, fur- 
rendered him a prey to fa£lion, and the ingratitude of the 
populace ; condemned by the voice of that powerful body 
before they had heard his defence ; convidted of the high 
crime of not effecting what, to human power, was im- 
poflible ; difcharged from the high and honourable com- 
mand he had fo bravely, and, till this period, fortunately 
held i d fmiJed from the fmiles and favour of that fove* 
reign wi om he more eminently perhaps than any other 
perfon, had aflifled in railing to the throne ; branded, in 
his old age, with the name of coward, after having, in his 

Jouthy juftly acquired the chara£^er of a brave man, 
y the moft extraordinary exertions of perfonal valour. 
Unmeritedly difgiaced and difhonoured as he was, ftiil he 
did not complain, becaufc that complaint might have en- 
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c^eaTed the ferment already raging* toa violently in tber 
nation, and which every honed man would, on all occa- 
fionSy endeavour to diminiih. His peaceable condu£t 
after this event was> if poffible, more brilliant than bis 
v^raxlike atchievements prior to it had been ; the (leady 
fupporter of government on every occafion, where its 
meafures did not militate againft the intereft and vfelfare 
of the people : he was ever lidened to with attention, 
mixed with refpeA and delight, even by his greateft ene- 
mies. So ftudious was he to avoid being charged with 
.ever thwarting the meafures df govermhent" wantonly, 
that wherever he felt himfcif in confcience bound to op- 
pofe them, he always ftated his reafons publicly by 
entering a formal proteit. A part of his fortune he 
bequeathed to the earl of Lincoln, not fo much on ac- 
count of any private friendship, for relationship there was 
none, as in confequence of his uniform, honed, and patri- 
otic condud on all public queftions, and his fteady fupport 
of that conftitution of which the earl of Torrington him- 
feif was fo enthutiaftic a friend and admirer*. This noble 
earl was twice married : firft to Anne, daughter of — 

Hadley, efq; and widow of Pheafant^ efq; and, fc- 

Gondly, to Anne, daughter of Thomas, lord Crew, of 
Stene ; but had no children by either. 

TOVEY, Nicholas, — conunlinded the Fox frigate in 
1666. 

TRAFFORD, Thomas, — was made lieutenant of the 
Monk in 1661, of the Leopard in 1662, the Nonfuch in 
1663, and the Amity in the following year. In 1665 he 
was promoted to the command of the unity ; but he had 
been appointed to a^ as captain of this (hip fome time 
before he received a regular commiflion for that purpofe. 
We find in the Gazette, No. i, the following article. 
*' Guernfey, Odober the 2bth, 1665. Yefterday came 
into our road the Unity frigate, captain Traffbrd com- 
mander, who brought in a prize, captain John Gilfon 
of Flufhing, being a' privateer of fcven guns' and forty- 
five men." From the time of his quilting this fliip cap- 
tain Trafford had no command till the year 1671, where 
he was made commander of the Old James, In the fol- 

* The remainder he bequeathed to captain, afterwards admiral, 
l^£ville, who had been his captain. 
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lowing year prince Rupert appointed him to the Guinea. 
Peace being concluded with the Dutch in the following 
year, he again retired from fervice till the 12th of Apru 
1678, when he was made, by king Charles the Second, 
who had taken upon himfelt the dircftion of the navy, 
commander of the Perfia Merchant, hired (hip of war. 
On the 5th of September 1682, he was appointed to com- 
mand the boats at Portfmouth \ and agam, on the ift of 
J une 1 685, was re-appointed to the fame fervice. 

TREHERNE, William,— after ferving as lieutenant 
of the Nonfuch in 1660, the Breda in 1664, and the 
Coaft iM the following year, was made captain of the 
Eaft India Merchant in i666. 

TREVANION, Richard, — ^was appointed, by prince 
Rupert and the duke of Albemarle, on the 3d of July 
1666, to command the Marmaduke, and was foon after- 
wards removed into the Dartmouth. In 1670 he was 
appointed to the Richmond; and in 1672, nril to the 
^onadventure, and afterwards to the Dreadnought. On 
the 9th of March 1674 he returned into his old fhip the 
Dartmouth. On the 22d of April 1675 ^^ ^^^ made 
captain of the Jerfey ; and fix days afterwards, that is to 
/ay, on the 28th of the fame month, was removed into 
the Yarmouth. On the 21ft of July 1677 he was ap- 
pointed commander of the Saudadoes. He quitted this 
Ihip, on the I2th of May following, for the Montague, 
but returned back to the oaudadoes on the 26th of Oftober 
in the fame year. He was re-commi(Iioned twice after- 
wards to the fame (hip, firft on the 22d of OSober 1681, 
and fecondly on the 2^ of April 1685. At the time of 
the duke of Monmouth's invafion he was made commo- 
dore of a fmall fquadron feht to intercept the Ihips which 
had conveyed the duke to England. In this expedition 
he was very fuccefsful. Arriving off Lime on the 20th 
of June 1685, he there captured two fmall (hips of war, 
the naval force that afiifted in the expedition, and two 
tranfports, on board which he found forty barrels of 
powder, and other (lores, the lofs of which mod griev- 
oufly diftrelFed the unfortunate duke. On the 22d of 
April 1687, he was made captain of the Hamp(hire ; and 
lauly, when the terrors of the approaching in^fion in- 
duced James to St put a formidable fleet, be wasy on the 

Vol, I. T I7ih 
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17th of September i688> appointed to the Henrietta'* 
Strongly attached to the caufe and peribn of king James, 
he was one of thofe who were entrufted with- the (ecret d 
his efcapej and to whom the particular mode of conduc- 
ing it was afterwards confided* He accompanied his 
exiled fovereign to France, and attended him to Ireland. 
Inattentive to his country's welfare, the patron and 
friend of his poflerity he deferted not in his diftrefs. The 
time of his death is not known. 

TURNER, John, — was appointed lieutenant of the 
Dragon in 1665, and the Mary Kofe in 1666. Towards 
the clofe of the latter year he was promoted, bv prince 
Rupert and the duke of Albemarle, to command the Ex- 
pedition. In 1667 he was removed into the Abraham 
and Sarah, in all probability an hired fhip of war. In 
1 67 1 he was made captain of the Tyger, and failing for 
the Streights foon afterwards, quittea this (hip in the fol- 
lowing year for the York, in the command ot which fliip 
he died on the i6th day of July 1672. His body, being 
brought to England, was interred in the church of St. 
Nicholas, Deptford, where an liandfome monument has 
been ereded to his memory, bearing the infcription 
beneath*, which, while it tranfmits to the world a 

chara&er 



* Prope haoc p«rieteni 

Depofuit exuyiis carats Jo. Tttrner^ 

Armiger, navis cui titulus Eboncum ' 

Noper ftrategus. 

Tbo. Turner ct Eliz. uxorit ejus 

Unicir filia et hcredis Jo. 

Holmden mil i its filius natu fecondus 

Itlibats fidelitatis erga regcm 

Infra£lus aflecla 

Intemerati erga parcntei obfeqan 

Insens fymbolum 
Amicis fuada, et lenocinio calami 

Quam ap prime gratus 

£t in oinncs alios facilis et urbanus 

Qui cum in utroque belio Batavico, 

£t c«Qtra prsedoDcs Algerinos ftrenuam 

Navavarat operam 

Canfo correpcas et eodem denuo i 

Confe£lus et opprciTus. 
FortiflTimam animam Deo tranfmint, 
Denattts &6th Julii, anno falutia rcparats 167ft, 
i£ut 27. 
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charader he appears very juftly to have defervedi affbrda 
us at the fame time a brief relation of the leading tviiiS* 
adions of his naval life^ 

WILLSHAW, Francis,«-^was made lieutenant, firft 
of the Old James, and aftertrards of the Royal James, in 
the year 1665. In 1666 he was promoted, by prince 
Rupert and the duke of Albemarle, to command the 
Antelope of fifty guns, (btioned in the line of battle as 
one of the feconds to the Rojral Charles, on board which 
ihip the joint commanders*in-chfef had hoifted the (land* 
arci. He afterwards commanded, and with the greateft 
credit, one of the companies detached under fir Robert 
Holmes to attack the iflands of Ulie and Schelling«; 
After the conclufion of the firft Dutch war he had no further 
appointment till about the year 1671*, when he was 
made captain of the Concord. In the month of January 
1672 he arrived at Lifl>on with the Streights fleet under 
his convoy, after having encountered a moft dreadful 
ftorm, of fixteen days continuance, in the bay of Bifcay. 
The fliips under his charge were, confequently, very 
much dilperfed ; feveral of them put back ' to England* ' 
Four days after the gale had fubfided he fell in with a 
fquadron of fifteen Dutch men of war, befides firefhips. 
fighting his way, however, with much intrepidity and 
good condudl through nine of the enemy's (hips that got 

Underneath. 
Quern noQ Turca domat, hon Belga, feroclor illo 

Turpiter, imbellis mors, fine czde rapis 
Nil aufa in ^ladio accindum nee territa navem, 

Confcendia tacimm tatior olque torum. 
Cnr injufta negas meritum virtutis booorem. 

Cum tibi tot Batavoi fepe litavit apros, 
Pro rege et patria vixit, pugnavit, oravit, 
Qa^m cuperet fortis fie licuifle mori. 
* We liave experienced confiderable difficulty in developiM the. 
few anecdotes and circumflances we have been able to co]le£l relative 
to thii gentleman's life. This has in great meafure arifen from hts 
being^ frequenthr confounded with Thomas WiIIOmw, made alfo a 
captain in i66o. As a farther embarraflment, tbrousb foroe roifiakc; 
of ■ tranfcriber, he is faid to have been ap|>ointed, by ung Charles the 
Second, m the ^tk rfAup^ >^74> captain of the Concord ; but we 
have very fufficient proof of his having commanded this very Ihip fo 
early at the year 1671, as, in the month of AuguQ in that year, we 
find him at Leghorn with a fleet of merchant fliips under bis convoy. 
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up with hiiiii he cicaped with a damage to his fliip compa- 
ratively trivial-to the rtftc of the encounter* He appears to 
have been generally engag^ in this kind of fervice% at 
lead every information we have been able to obtain rata* 
five to him^ has been in this Iine» On the 14th of 
November 1677^ we find him appointed to the Forefi^t 
of forty^ight guns, and that he arrived at Plymouth on 
the loth of September 1678, with an homeward-booMi 
Strei]riits fleet under his proteAion. This is the lateft 
intelligence we have been able to gather concerning bin* 
WILLSHAW^ Thomas,— brother to the for^omg 

Sntleman, was, in 1666, fucceffively appointed to the 
llkmaid, thfr Ab^il^ and the Miilaga Merchant, all 
three faid to have been fireihips. In 1671 he was made 
captain of the Francis, and in the following year of tht 
Caftle, both firelhips alfo> He was fix>n afterwards pro* 
tnotedtothe Referve of forty-eight guns. He had no 
command from the conclufion of the fecond Dutch war 
till the rupture with France appeared probable, in the 
year 1678. He was, on the 30tn of March, appcHnte^ 
by kin^ Charles the Second, commander of the Royal 
Catharine. Early in the following year he removed into 
the Elizabeth, and on the aift of Pa:ober Into the James 
galley. In i68« he commanded the Albemarle, and Im 
1683 the Neptune. He does not appear to have had, 
after this time, any appdntment in this line of fervice; 
nor do we meet with any thing farther relative to hhn 
till tome time after the revolution. In the year 1690 he 
was appointed fucceflbr to fir Richard Beach, as com<« 
mii&oner of the navy refident at Portfmouth. He held this 
office only two years t ; but^ in 169^, was, on the death 
of fir John Aihby, on the rath o^ July, appointed to 
fucceed him as coibptroller of the ftorekeeper*s accounts^ 

* Convoying the Streights fteer. 

f He ii coteved, in a MS. lift of the navy, datadi Jdy t, 1693, a» 
commaadiaf^ the Soefdyke yacht, which veflel was under the orders •( 
the comoaiffioner of the navy ptyio^ the fleet: captain WilUbav bcM^ 
hinfcif conmiffioner accoaou for it at oace. A Tbomat WiliflMv 
was, on the 15th of March i6^j, made comnandcrof the Horicguarc^ 
a (hip of war fo called. This, probably, was a fon of the above gen- 
tleman ; and it is not improbable might, with the rank oC lieisieaaiia 
only^ command the yacht attcndiog on bis father* 

He 



Digitized by 



Google 



NAVAL OnXCERS OF^KEAT BRITAIN. ^^ 

He continued to hold this office till the time of his deatb» 
which happened in the ^ear 1702. In 1700 he was 
eleded mafter of the Trinity Houfe, to which he be* 
queathcd one hundred pounds. His arms are painted it 
one of the windows <A the ball belonging to that corpo- 
ladoo ; under them is written^ ** captain Thomas 'Will*. 
Aaw, one of the principal officers and commiflioners of 
his majefiy's navy, and mafter of the Trinity Houfe^ 
anno 1700/' 

WOOD> Robert (ift), — ^is faid to have been appointed 
fieutenant c^the Old James in 1666, and foon afterwards 
promoted to the command of 4be Catherine ketch. 

WOODj Robert, (2d}. — It appears a matter of muck 
doubt, whedier this, and the preceding gcMtlemaa^ are not 
one and the fame perfon : the laner is faid, however, to 
liave been appointed captain of the Roe ketch in 1666, 
and of the Catherine yacht In 1667. 

WRIGHT, William, — is remarkable for having 
never, through ? very long fervice of near thirtv years 
continuance, commanded any veiTel except a yacht. In 
1666 he was* appointed to the fiezant, tn 1 671 to the 
Kitchin,and on the 17th of April 1678, to the Portfmcuth. 
On the 15th of May {a long interval) 1686, he was re-^ 
appointed to the fame velTel ; and on the 15th of O&ober 
1687, was removed into the Monmouth yacht. He is 
/aid 10 have been appointed commander of the Richard 
and John fireihip on the I2th of November 1688; but 
for this we have but little authori^, and are rather in- 
duced totally to difcredit this piece of information. We 
find him, on the 17th of April 1690, commanding the 
Monmouth yacht on the Irifh flation, where he performed 
memorable fervice in an attack made^ under the diredion 
of fir Cloudefly Shovel, on fome fmall French fhips dt 
«var, and others in the fervice of the late kine James^ 
then lying in Dublin, bay *. We meet with nothing far- 
ftfaer relative to him, in the Sne of aflive fervice, but find 
him appointed one of the commifEoners of the vi dualling 

y" ■ ' " ■ ■'■■■■-■ ■ ■ ■■ 

* The foUowing 4MD4.r»roe report of him ts madci in*rfie account 
pobliflied by government, of IM tran&dion. ** Oiptain Wright, 
commander of the Monmouth yacht, was very fcrvioeaUe to us, tor, 
jhes^des bi^ carrying m io, he beaaivea bimfc^f very weU in the a^ton.*' 
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office in 1702, an office he afterwards quitted on being 
made commiifioner of the navy, refident at Plymouth, in 
the year 1703. He was fuperceded in the following year 
by Henry Greenbill, Efq. He was however reinftated, 
on the death of the latter, in 1708 ; but was fuperceded 
in 171 1| on account, as it is faid, of fome irregular prac- 
tice in the execution of his office. He died at Deptford, 
in a very advanced age, in the year 1735* 

WYBORNE, John, — ^was,m 1666, made commander 
of the Jofeph firefliip. When the rupture with France 
was expe£led in 1668, he was appointed to the Portf- 
mouth ketch, from which he was, m the following year, 
removed into the Portfmouth pink : in this veflel he was, 
foon afterwards, fent to the Mediterranean. On the 
commencement of the fecond Dutch war in 1672, he was 
promoted to the Guardland ; and, on the r ;th ot February 
ii575, was made captain of the SpeedwelL He was^ 
almofl immediately afterwards, removed into the Pearl, 
and fent a fecond time into the Mediterranean, where he 
continued fome years. He was, on the 8th of Odober 
1677, removed, by fir John Narborough, then com- 
mander-in-chief on that ftation, into the James galley ; 
«nd, on the 21ft of the fame month, was promoted * to 
command the Briftol by the commiffioners for executing 
the office of lord high admiral. He failed for Europe 
very foon after intelligence of his promotion arrived in 
the Streights, but returned thither 'again in the month of 
September 1678 ; here he remained a confiderable time. 
In the month of March 1680, he affifted captain Booth, 
of the Adventure, in the deftruftion of a very fine 
Algerine frigate of thirty-two guns, called the Citron 
Tree. Previous to this exploit he had been promoted! 
to the Rupert, but had hot then received his cominiffion* 
He returned from the Streights with a convoy, and arrived 
at Plymouth on the 26th of May 1680. He was after- 
wards removed into the Happy Return^, which is the lad 
mention we find made of him. 

■ ■ - — ■■ 

* He being then out on the fime ftation, 
+ On the 9th of November 1679. 
1 On the %6th of July t68u 

^ YOUNG, 
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YOUNG, Henry, — after having been appointed Heti* 
tenant of the Royal Charles in the year 1660, was, in the 
month of September following, made commander of the 
Ruby, a new fhip of war, mounting fifty-four guns, taken 
from the French by fir Thomas Allen. No further 
notice is taken of hiixL 



1667. 



ADDEN, John, — was made commander of the Qfown 
and Mary in the year 1667. 

BEST, Robert, — ^was appointed captaio, and mafter*^ 
of the Orange Tree on the 13th of September 1667, by 
fir John Narborough, at that time commodore in the 
Mediterranean. I^ was unfortunately drowned, in the 
year 1677, at Leghorn; but the particular circumftances 
attending this accident have not come to our knowlege. 

BONAMY, Peter, — ^wasappointed captain of the Bull 
fireihip in 1667 ; and, on the commencement of the fe- 
cond Dutcb w^r, in 1672, of the True Love, alfo a fire- 
ihip. 

BONNER, William,— ^commanded the Exeter fire- 
(hip in 1667. 

BOWERS, John, — ^was, at the fame time, appointed 
captain of the William fmack. 

BO WRY, Matthew,— commanded the Warwell fire, 
fhip in 1667. 

CLEMENTS, John,— was, on the ift of May 1667, 
appointed commander of the Merlin yacht ; and, in the, 
yea,r 1671, of the Monmouth yacht. In 1672 he was 
promoted to the Greyhound ; which (hip he was a fecond 

t ■ ■ 

* This is th6 firft infiance of the term occurring officially in a com* 
miffioB, thovgh there was id this time no difliiiAion of ranik bctweea 
that of this gentleman, and what now forms a feparate an,4 fopcrior 
one in the ferrice. We are to confider this as the origin pf that fub- 
ordinate rank to officers commanding fiiips of t^^nty ^uns 9nd up- 
v.ards, fince called maftert and commanders. 

T4 time 
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tifx^e re-commiiSoned to oo the 5th of May tSjg. 
Continuing to command the fame (hip, he was employed, 
in the month of June 1680, to tranfport from Kinfale, a 
reinforcement of troops to the garrifon of Tangier. On 
his return from thence he was * appointed commander of 
the Cleveland y^cht ; to which veflel he was re<»commif- 
fioned on the $2d of Oftober following.' On the 31ft of 
Auguft i682| he was made captain of the Charlotte 
yacht J and was re-appointed to her on the ift of April 
1685. On the 4th ot May 1688, he was made captain 
of the Henrietta yacht ; from which he was, on the 18th 
of the fame month ren^oyed into the Catherine yacht. 
On the 14th of December following, near fix weeks after 
the landing of king William, he was appointed, by lord 
Dartmouth, to command the Cambridge : (he being laid 
up for the winter, he was made captain of the Expedition, 
which (hip he commanded ^t the battlp of fiea^by Head, 
fecond a-ltern to vice-admiral Afliby. In the year 1693 
he was captain of the St. Andrew. • He probably retired 
from fervice foon after this time, as his name does not 
again occur +. The time of his death %s unknown: he 
was alive, but unemployed, on the 2d of Februajy 1698-9. 

COCKERI LL, Anthony, — ^was appointedcbmnian()er 
<jf the Little Succefs in the year 1667. 

pOOKE, James, — commanded the Providence in 
1667, On the commencement of the fecond Dutch war, 
in 1672, he was appointed fecond lieutcnapt of the Lyon; 
from which (hip he was, in the following year, removed, 
into the fame ftation, on board the Charles. 

CRAWFORD, John, — after being made lieutenant 
qf the Lenox in 1667, was in tlje fame year promoted to 
<he Bonadventure firefhip. 

CRAWJLEY, Jeremy, — ^was at the fame tirap ap-p 
pointed commander of thi Francis firefliip. 

CROW, Geoi^e,— having fervcd as lieutenant of the 
Ropl Catherine in 1665, was, in 1667, prompted to be 
commander of the Sarah and Elizabeth hired (hip of 
War. 

■ ■ I 1.1 ■■ ■ I mw,m,^ I. ■■■! ■.■■■, .11.1. I . , III i^BI ■■ I 

♦ On the 7th of January i68o-i. 

+ An officer of ihe fame name, who, in all probability, wai the 
fon of thit gentleman, vns (irfl lieutenant of the Britaimit in the year 
^693. Sec his Life, Vol. II. 
: • DART? 
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DARTMOUTH, George I-fl«gp, Lord,— iva$ dor 
fcended from » very ancient ano^ honouraJ>le family 
in Venice, where the original ftock is faid, by thq 
fieur Ao^otj in his Hlft. de Venife^ ftill to flouriih xn the 
hi^ieft rank of Nobility * : that part of it which came to 
England was long fettled at Legge*s Place, near Tun- 
)>riqaet, an the county of Kent. The firil of its de- 
fcendants we find particularly noticed, by hiftorians and 
others, was Thomas Le^e, who ferved the office of 
iheriflFof London in the eighteenth, and lord mayor in the 
twentieth aod twenty ^eighth years % of Edward tne Third ; 
from him was defcended Smon Legge, whofe grandfon^ 
William, went over to Ireland and continued in mat king- 
dom. His only fon, Edward, was appointed vice-prefio 
dent of Munfter, by Charles Blount, earl of Devonfhirc» 
at that time lord litutenant. William, the eldefl: fon of 
Edward Legge, quitted Ireland under the patronage of fir 
Henr^ Danvers, earl of Danby, who had promifed to 
fupenntend his education ; a truft he moft pundually and 
worthily fulfilled. After having ferved, with much re- 
putatioQ, as a volunteer, in the low countries, under 
prince Maurice of Orange, he returned to England, and 
was prefented by his patron, the earl of Danby, to king 
Charles the Firft, who foon conceiving a ftrone attach- 
ment to him, made him groom of his bed-chaaiber, and 
afterwards lieutenant-general of the ordnance* After 
the commencement of the. civil war he was made govemof , 
firft of Chefter, and then of Oxford. Firmly attached, by 

Kmdpley to the caufe of royalty, he was among the moft 
emiot^s fupporters and partizans of Charles the Second 
when he marched into England with the Scots. Being 
taken prifi:>ner foon after the unfortunate defeat at Wor- 
cefter, the favour in which he had ever been with Charles 
the Firft, and that zeal he had lately fliown for the fervic^ 
of h^s fon and fucceflbr, rendered him fo hateful and ob* 

* A hnpch from this family hat for (bme centuries been fettled aa 
HerefordOiire : the time of iu diviOon from the original flock is not 
known, but certainly took place prior to the reign of Edward th« 
iSccond« 

f Vide Speed's Map of Kent. 

X He was alfo twice chofen reprefentative in pvlomeat for cht 
city, fyfi in die yfar ^34^, and again in 13^9. 

noxious 
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noxious to the then parliament, that his muitleri under 
the mockery of a trial for having been in arms againft 
them, was fully refolved on : but the ingenuity of his lady 
reicued him from their malice by contriving his efcape, in 
women's clothes, from Coventry jail, where he wai then 
confined. He repaired immediately to his exiled fovereign. 
Afier the refloration he was re-appointed, by Charles II. to 
the offices which he had held with fo much honour under 
his father : and was at the fame time made fuperintendant 
and treafurer of the ordnance. Having, dunng the civil 
War, married Elizabeth, eldeft daughter of fir WjUiam 
Wafliington, of Packington in Lciccfterfhire, by Anne 
Villers, daughter to fir George Villers of Brookefby, and 
fiftcr to the firfl duke of Buclcingham of that family ; he 
had by her George, whofe anions we are about to record, 
born in the year 1647*. Being deflined early in life for 
the fea fervice, his father placed him in 1665, when 
fcarcely feventeen years old, under the care of that very 
brave and celebrated commander, (ir Edward Spragge : a 
more illuflrious tutor could not, perhaps, have been found ; 
or a pupil more likely to do juftice to his inftrudions. 
The relationfhip t which fubfifted between thefe two 
noble perfons might on the one hand encourage the (Ire- 
nuous purfuit of fame, while example might on the other 
point out the moft certain mode of acquiring it. Having 
eminently diftinguifhed himfelf, during the greater part 
of the firft Dutch war, in the (lation of a lieutenant, he 
was, without deriving the fmalleft advantage from his 
conneftions, and the loyal attachment of his parent, raifed^ 
in the clofe of the year 1667, to the command ef a new 
fliip, called the Pembroke, a promotion unenvied, not- 
withftanding his youth, becaufe all perfons were convinced 
it was defervedly made. Peace having been concluded 
with the Dutch before this event took place, captain 
Legge had no opportunity of eocrcafing that reputation $ 

he 



* Colonel William Lcggc lived to the age of 83. He died 00 
the 13th of OSlober 1670, at hit houfe in the Minories, and was bu- 
ried in a vault in the Trinity Chapel near that place. 

f The mother of fir Edward Spragge having been the fecond Cfler 
of colonel William Legge juft mentioned. 

t Notwithftanding the peace it appears, by CampbelT, he was not 
inaAtvc, having applied himfelf afEduoufly to the ftudy of the mathe- 
matics, 
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he had already gained till the commencement of the^fecond 
Dutch ^r in 1672, when having been appointed to the 
command of the Fairfax, he much dlftinguiflied himfelf 
under the command of fir Robert Holmes, at the very 
unequal and defperate attack made on the Dutch Smyrna 
fleet and their convoy, in the month of March i67i-«. 
At the battle of Solebay his behaviour was, if poffiblc, ftill 
more exemplary. After the duke of York had fhifted 
his flag into the Saint Michael, the ftrefs of the a6tion lay, 
for a confiderable time, on that fhip ; and had it not been 
for the very fpiritedafliftance rendered him, at this period, 
by his feconds, of which captain L^ge was one, and three 
other fliips, commanded by the earl of OflTory, captain 
Berry, and fir Fretcheville Hollis, he would probably have 
been in the moft imminent danger of being deftroyed or 
taken. This fervice might probably have laid the foun- 
dation of his hishnefles future attachment to him. In the 
month of July following he was, upon the death of cap« 
tain Turner, removed into the Yorke ; and having been 

Promoted, early in the enfuing fpring> to command the 
Loyal Catherine, a fecond rate of eighty-four guns, fig^ 
nalized himfelf in a moft remarkable manner in the en* 

fagement, which took place on the aSth of May 1673, 
etween prince Rupert and the Dutch. The only (hip 
taken from the enemy on this occafion • ftruck to tha 
Royal Catherine ; and his conduS was fo much noticed 
by prince Rupert, as to have entitled him to a place 
among thofe particularly eminent and meritorious com* 
manders t who were honoured by him with the higheft 
coounendations. He is faid, by. Campbell, to have dif- 
tinguiihed himfelf in a much more fignal manner than is 

matks, efpecially to fuch branches of that extenfive fcience u bore any 
relation to the militarv art. Having attained great Ikill as an cngi* 
fleer, he was employed fay king Charles the Second in that charader ; 
9nd in 1669 fucceeded bis father in the command of an independent 
company of foot. On the 7th of December 1670, he was appointed 
Tieuteoant-general of the ordnance. 

* Of prince Rupert's fqtiadron captain Legge boarded and took the 
Dutch ihip» called the Jupiter; but (be was furprifed and refakoa 
while the Englifli were Duued in nimmaging hcff.-— Lediard, p» 6ot. 

4* The ofBcers and men generally behaved themfclves very well in 
my fi^uadron, more efpecially captain Legge, &c.-^Prince Rupert's 
Letter to the Earl of Arlington. 

noticed 
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^BOticcd fvw by prince Ru^rt ; upd, thatt )ieiqg|Mi«U 
by the Putch, while his fhijp, the RoyaU Cath«4i|ie, was 
in the greateft danger at uaking^ he drovf the enemy 
lock with confidera^le lofs ; and having in fome d^iee 
fiopped his leaks, brought the ihip iafe into harbour. 
Notwit)iftandingthi$ Darticulalrtraniadion doesnota^peat 
in the account nuUiined of the a&i^n^ we entertain not 
tiie fmalleft douot of its authenticity. He appears to have 
iMep confidered as a man highly to be .depended upon 19 
-^y aarduoBS fervice or undertakings for in the ihis4 
ipfiuonj which took place in the (ape Ycar# ^nd which 
concluded the fecond Dutch war, at the time prince 
Rupeit was feverely prefled by the united £}usidrons of 
De Ruyter and Banckert, he fent captain Legge, with 
two firefhipsy to create a diverfion and extricaite hjini» if 
poffible, from his difficulties. This fervice was fo fuc^ 
cefsfqlly and gallantly eacecutedy that if the French, wibo 
were then to windward, had bore down^ as they ought to 
liave done^ the whcde IXitch fleet would have been ruined^ 
At the condufion ci the war he was appointed ^^ernor 
of Portfmouth *, of which place he had been, £ome Ihort 
time before, made lieutenant-governor. On the 15th of 
June 1674, he had the honour of entertaining^ in his 
quality of governor, king Charles, the duke of lork^and 
a long train of t^ firft nobility, in a pro^refs made by the 
foroAer to Portfmouth. Continuing to incrcafe, if po£E* 
ble, ftill more in the favour of his fovere^gn, he vras ap-* 

foioted colonel of a raiment of foot in the year i^njn 
n 1 68 1 he was fwom a member of die privy council t| 
and on the 28th of January 1681-2, was made mafter- 
general of the ordnance. Campbell, wfaofe information^ 

gneraliy fjpeaking, is very corred^ fays, that in this year 
received a fpecial commidion to review all the forts 
and g^rifons tnrOughout. England; and was alfo confti* 
tuted commander-in-chief* On the ad of December 
following he was created a pee^, by the title of baron 

> ^ l..l»^ 11 ■ I* I '' " ■ ■■ ■■ !■ 11^ 

* And m the Cune line vaAcr of the borle mi ^tndtmm of tiM 
iM-cbember 10 the duke of York^ 

t Wbticbain Umk 9L Tkn day the ri^t honouraUe Geoiy 
JUem, £G|( mafler-ycacial*^ the ordnance wtt fwara of his nu|eftv'< 
><iie(r booourdik prm coiuicil, and accmdiagly umk hU place at tas 
boaffd.«-*«G«Ectic, No. 1700. 

5 Dartmouth 
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Dartmouth in the county of Devon. In the preunUe of 
his patent the iervices and high nierits of his worthy fk- 
tjiert as well as his own particular claiois on the roy^d 
faivour, are very honourably ftated, and Ihew this new 
dignity to have been judicioufly and worthily beftowed. 
In 1683^ kinp Charles finding the cxpence attending the 
defence of l^gier far excelling the value of the poC» 
feflion of it, refotved to rid himfelf of the ioctunbranc^ 
by evacuating and demolilhing it. The conftant (late of 
warfare that exifted between Uie garrifon and the Moors^ 
snd the great force of the latter, rendered this fervice highlv 
difagreeable and difficult. The known prudence, as well 
SIS bravery of this noble lord, pointed him out as the prcK 
pereft perfon to be employed m fo dangerous and, indeed^ 
delicate a command. He was accordingly, on the id of 
AuguA 1683, appointed admiral and commander-in-chief 
cl Ae fleet * fern on this expedition ; and, having hoifted 
bis flag on board the Grafton, failed foon afterwards. It 
lemiired every varied talent a commander could poflibly 
pouefs to enable him to execute, with credit and propriety, 
this arduous taik ; a tafk rendered highly irkfome, l^ecaufe 
the complete execution of it could confer only a negative 
kind of honour, while the failure of it, in the moft trivial 
point was fure to roufe reproach and entail difgrace. The 
waxlike temper of the Moors ; the natural hatred they bore 
tiie Engliih, as ftrangers, whom they confidered as de^ 
taining from them a part of their pofleflions ; the eafe 
with which an immenfe army could be brou^t under the 
very walls of the city ; and, above all, the cruet and vin* 
diaivc fpirit which the Moorifh nation invariably ihewst 
tpwards thofe whom they efteem and treat as enemies, 
all contributed to render lord Dartmouth's fituation truly 

_- , y ■ r 

* He vas tlfo mide governor of Tangier, and ceoeiml-in-cfaief of 
his majefty^s forces 10 Africa? tliat by having the lupreme command 
in evcrv department veiled in himtelf, thofe difficohies might be 
avoided, which fometimea arife from the difagrecmtBt of oAcaff» 
cmplojred to conduft different branchea of the fame expedition. The 
tniQ with which he was invefled on this oocafion ia at once a vpry 
convincing proof of the extent of his abilitiet, and of the confidence 
rcpofed in him iu confeqiience of the high opinion entertained of hia 
hf his fovercign* 

irkfomo. 
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irkfome*. His care, hi$ pnidence, his rigid attention idi 
the duties of his high and complicated officei were fuch 
as overcame every obftacle. When we refleft, even at 
this diftant period^ on the difficulty that mud attend ex* 
ccuting, with fecurity and fuccefs, the deftru&ion of 
thofe military defenfes which enabled a handful of troops 
to refift the reiterated attacks of fuch an hoft of Moors, 
while the removal, not only of the inhabitants but all their 
eflfeds, was to be, attended to and conduced at the fame 
inftant ; when we recoiled that the commander of thofe 
brave and chofen few, after they had demolifhed their • 
principal protedion, was to provide for their fecurity and ' 
retreat in the face of a numerous, exafperated, and merci- 
lefs army ; we may fairly clafs this tranfadion, which has 
hitherto pafled, almoft unnoticed, as a common occurrence 
of civil command, as equal, in point of intrindc merit, 
with the moft brilliant of thofe warlike atchievements 
which all ages and ranks of people have been accuftomed 
to gaze on with wonder and delight. King Charles^ 
whofe gratitude, more particularly when pecuniary re- 
wards were in queftion, was not of the mod munificent 
natui;e, relaxed on this occafion from his parftmony, and 
was, for once, content his pleafures fhould yield to the 
merit of this noble lord. He bellowed on him a grant of 
io,oool. in money, and feveral privileges and charters t 
as honourable, perhaps, if not as valuable. The death 
of Charles took place foon afterwards: and James^ who- 
is admitted, even by his bittereft enemies, to have been 
the conftant friend and patron of merit, granted him, 
loon after his acceffion, the additional office of conftable of 
the Tower, befides continuing him in thofe employments 
he had held under his predeceiTor. Efteemed as highljr 
by the people as he was by the fovereign, the charader he 
had univerfally and defervedly edablifhed as a perfon of the 
higheft reftitude and honour he ever continued to main- 
tam in its utmoit fplendour, fo that thofe unpopular and 

• Campbell makes ar very obTious remark on this cxrcafion. "Tfce 
management of this affair," fays he, *' required great fecrecy and much 
conduQ in the commander-in-chief, and this probably determined the 
king to make ufe of lord Dartmouth." 

t In particular, a grant of a fair to be held twice a year, and a 
market twice t week, upon Blackheath, 

uncon« 
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wiconftitutional mearures which James^ foon after this 
fime, attempted to introduce, are by no means to be attri^ 
Suted to cither the counfel, the advice, or the fupport 
they received from lord Dartmouth. He appears to have 
confidered king James in a two-fold light, firft as his fo- 
vereign and next as his friend: as his prif)ce he revered 
him, he obeyed him, and he ferved him faithfully: as his 
friend he loved him. Too wife not to obferve, and too 
honeft not to difapprove the conduA of the monarch, 
which hourly accelerated his own ruin, he failed not to 
offer fuch advice as apneared moft likely to avert the" 
ftorm then gathering. But in making this Lift effort in. 
his power for the fervice of a prince he dearly loved, he 
tempered the remonftrance of a friend with the modeft 
fubndiflion of a fubje£l. Having thus acquitted his con- 
(cience, nothing remained for him but to execute the com* 
mands of his fovereign, whom, while he kept poffeflion 
of the throne, it certainly would have been treafon to 
have difobeyed, at leaft m the line of his profeflion. 
However amiable the political light in which the prince 
of Orange was held by every true friend of liberty and 
his country, he certainly appeared on the coaft of Eng- 
land in the charader of an invader and an enemy. The 
only diftindion between this inva(ion,and that ill-phmned, 
ill-executed attempt of the duke of Monmouth is, that die 
latter openly afferted his right to the throne, the other 
accepted it as the free gift of the people. The oppofition 
to, and attack upon the reigning fovereign, far as his per- 
Ion was concerned, were precifely the fame in both in- 
ftances! The fruits of the one were certainly the eftab- 
liihment of Britifh liberty and the happinefs of the people ; 
the event of the other was the execution of the duke of 
Monmouth, and his principal adherents, for high treafon. 
There cannot, we believe, be a doubt that, had the 
invafion of the prince of Orange been as unfuccefsful as 
that which preceded, notwithftanding the juftice of his 
caufe, the integrity of his conduQ, and that patriotic wilh 
for the freedom ot Britain which pervaded all his aflions, 
fuch of his brave adherents as were naturally fubjeds to 
James II. and might have been taken during the conteft, 
would have paid the fame forfeit for their fuppofed treafon, 
which their Icfs fortunate countrymen had done before . 

them. 
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them. We lunre thought it necci&nr to make this (horf 
digreffion in honeft jtrfttfication or lord I>artmoiith's 
memory, and to refcue htm from the fmalleft impucatiofi 
of having fufFered his attachment to his fovereign to ex^ 
tend itfelf to treafon to his country *. Let us now refume 
the thread of our natrative. Soon as the rumours of ii^- 
vafion had fwelled into a certainty that the attempt at ieaft 
would be made, lord Dartmouth was appointed t to ftr* 

Serfede 1 fir Roger Strickland^, whofe obnoxiottscondaft 
uring the time he held the chief commtmd of the fleet h V 
been already related I • The fate of this noble lordV 
pofthumous reputation has been fingularly unhappy; cen« 
%red by one party as having bisen um agent of a del^, 
by accepting a command under ar prince who wifliedta 
render lum the inftniment of enflavmg his people^ he hk# 
been condemned on the other hand for betraying his caufe* 
Neither of thcfe charges have the fmalleft foundation: 
the firft of them has been already deftroyed, and the iefu«- 
tation of the latter is completely eSkSted from the mouth 
of no lefs a perfonase than kmg James himfelf. The 
9nly man in the wond, who, hs^i this noble loid's be*> 
haviour bordered in the moft diftant degree on impro-» 
priety, is. moft likely to have difcovered •• and publifhed* 
the delinquency. The hour approached in which the 
chara£ter of a brave and honeft man was to pafs through 
the fiery ordeal of political temptation. Encouraged by 
the early patronage of his youth, he had to look forward 

* Thefe terms, frequeiitly as they have been conneQcd andadniirtd 

S' fome political writers, become, if we examine them, ridicdknit in 
e extreme ; ridiculous, becaufe they cannot exift at the (wne time» 
' which they necefTarily mud do, or they cannot exift at all. 
f On tne 24th of September 1688. 

X He hoified his flag on board the Relololioa, commanded by cap* 
tain Davis. 

• I A more ftriking contrad does not perhaps exift, than in the con* 
dua of thcfe two officers. One exhibits to us the genuine cbara£ler 
of a man of gallantry, honour and integrity, fwerving not in the 
fmalleft degree from the line of fair conduCl and duty ; the other ap- 
pears as a hired partizan, ready to execute any commands without evef 
crovbling himfeif to enquire into their propriety. 
I See page 181. 

** Kiiiig James is (aid to have exclaimed, as (boo as he heard of his 
de^th, « Then faitkfiil Will. teggc*s honefi fon George is dead I I. 
h«ve few fach fervants now •** 

to 
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td the higheft honours a prince could beftow as a reward ^ 
for his fervice. But by that word fervice is not, on this 
occafion, to be underftood the fair and open aftions of a 
great and gallant man leading his forces to fair combat 
with the ewemies of the ftatc, but the bafe and i:nrlcrhand 
machinations of a favourite commander, poflblling an 
abfolute influence over the hearts and fwords of his people. 
This, it cannot be denied, lord Dartmouth had acquired 
in its fulleft extent*; but he difdained to ufe it in a way, 
' men, lefs honourable thr.n himfelf, would have little fcru- 
pled. When, from his private influence he might, in all 
probability, have fecured a confiderable part of the fleet t 
he commanded, for the future fervice of his fovercign, 
aided by that of a monarch univerfally deemed, but for 
political reafons, the natural foe of England, his condudt 
diverged not, for a 1 ingle moment, from the ft ri deft line 
of honour : he fairly fought the fleet of his antagonift; he 
ufed every method to engage him. Providence interfered 
and preferved England. Abfolved by the flight, to fay 
nothing of the delinquency of his friend and fovereign, 
from all the ties of public allegiance and private attach- 
ment, he gave all the afllftance in his piy.vcr to moderate 
the diftraded ftate of the nation, and paid every obedi- 
ence that could have been e^pefted from the %\aimert of 
his friends, to the champion and prefw.r.t.T of Britifti 
liberty, his new fovereign, Vv illiam the 1 hird. To have 
been continued in his command could not reafonably have 
been expefted, when we reflcft upon the ahnoll infinite 
number of adherents who rep. ired to William fome time 
previous to the revolution, and whofe claims were of a 
nature not to bedifregarded. D'rlicacy, indeed, had there 
exifted no other motive, would certainly have induced 
him to have voluntarily foliciled retircmtnt. On-j thing, 
indeed, remained in the power "of tMe new monarch to 
beftow. That was denied him. Permifllon to pafs the re- 
mainder of an honourable life, unmolclted, in peace and 
tranquility. The crime of having been pcrfonally the 

* Strickland having b«en removed from the command of rhe flee 
becaufe he was unpopular; lord Dartmouth, the idol of (he Teamen, 
V«s placed at its he»d.— -Ddrymplc. 

i And xvould hy thefe means at leafi bare protra£lcd the'difpute. 

Vot*I. ' U friend 
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friend of James was deemed a fufEcient ground to indcice, 
at Icaft, a fufpicion of treafon* He was arrefted and com- 
mitted prifoner to the Tower i where grief, or indignation, 
at the treatment he experienced, is Tuppofed to have ac- 
celerated that end, which his enemies onght ever to have 
hmented,becanfe fuperior worth exiftcd not among them^ 
This nobfc lord died, in the Tower, on riie 2|ft of Oc- 
tober i^giy in the 44th year of his age^ — In jnftkc to the 
memory of kmg William,, who was himfelf a perfonage 
of too much honour not to admire even the character of 
a declared foe,r who z&td up to that flandard, we have 
thought it neccffary to infert the following memorandum, 
taken verbatim from one in the late earl of Dartmouth's 
hand-writing. ** After lord Dartmouth was dead, lord 
Lucas, who was coaflable of the tower, made fomc diffi- 
culty of letting him be removed; but application being 
made to the king, he was pleafed to order, that the fame 
refpeft that would have been due to him if he had died 
pollcfTed of all the employments he had formerly enjoyed 
in that place ftiould be paid him, which was done accord- 
ingly ; and the Tower guns were fired when he was car- 
ried out to his funeral : and the king told his fon,. that if 
he had lived two days longer he would have been releafed*" 
On fo honourable a teft^mony to the conduft and intentions 
of king William towards him there needs no comment* 
Campbell has, in(feed> recorded this fa£l, and in fabflance 
Kttle deviating from the account here givea : but it will 
probably be thought more fattsfaflory when related in the 
precife words of his noble defcendant. 

DICKENSON, Richard,— was made fccond lieutc 
nant of the Swiftfure in 1665. On the 13th of June i6&j 
Ke was promoted to the command of the Jofepn firefhipw 
In the following yeaf he returned to his former rank, and 
was appointed to the Rupert. In 167 1 he was made 
fr/i lieutenant' of the Dreadnought, and in 1672 was 
once more appointed a iecond iieulenant on board the 
Royal Catherine ^ but was very foon afterwards pro- 
moted to be fecond captain of the Charles the ^Second, 
©therwife called the Royal Charles. On the 1 2th pf Sep- 
tember 1674, he was made commander of the Hunter; oa 
the 1 2th of April 1678, of the Woolwich ; add oa the 
I7tk of the £uiie mooihp^ in the year t62^, of the Dia- 
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ftiond. He failed for the Mediterranean foon afterwards ; 
and in the year 1682, being (till on that ftation, was re- 
moved into the Tyger Prize, a fhip of forty guns, takea 
from the Algerines by the Rupert. Returning from the 
Streights he was, on the 23d of March 1684-5, made 
commander of the Oxford. He commanded a fhip, ot 
ihips, of the line after the Revolution ; we have been unable, 
however, to afcertain even their names. He was alive, 
though unemployed, on the 2d of February 1698-9 ; but 
the precife time of his death is unknown. 

DOWGLASS, .--We arc indebted to hiftory 

only for the name of this gentleman, as a naval com- 
mander, for we cannot find any other authority for his 
having been an officer in this line of fervice. Neverthe- 
lefs, as he has always been given to it by hiftorians, we 
have thought proper to infert his name in order to do 
away the chance of incurring the imputation of negleft. 
As we have already premifed, we know nothing farther 
of him than what we colled from Lediard, Campbell, 
and other writers of the firft refpeftabiLity, we fhall 
only add from them, that he was appointed to command 
the Royal Oak at the time the Dutch made their well- 
known attack on the ftiipping in the Medway in the year 
1667. Notwithftanding he defended this (hip with the 
moft extraordinary refolution, the Dutch were too fuc- 
ccfsful in their attempts to deftroy her. When the (hip 
was completely in flames, captain Dowglafs was advifed 
to retire : this he pofitively refufcd to liften to,, prefer- 
ring immediate and horrid de(lru£tion with his fhip, to 
furviving with what he, perhaps too romantically, 
thought difgrace *. It is no lefs fmgular than true, that 

no 

* It it mod probable ibU gentleman was, after all, a land officer 
feot from the (bore to defend this fliip with a detachment of foidlen* 
Illegitimate as his claim ma;^ probably be ro be iaferted in a lift of 
naval officer!, it is an error, if one, at leaft of a commendable kind, to 
record fo much valour in whatever line of fervice we find it. Among 
ikt many tettimoniei born by hiftorians and others, to the bravery <n 
litis gentleman, we have fele£led the following. 

** In this a6iion one captain Dpuglas, who was ordered to defend 
the Royal Oak which was burnt, when the enemy bad fet fire to it, 
receiving no commands to retire, faid, itjkculd ntver bt UU that a 
J>0 w « f. A s s k^ fuufed his pofi mithout ordtrs^ and refolutely conti- 

Us nued 
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no perfon of this name officially appears to have held any 
command in the navy previous to tne revolution. 

FARR, Charles, — was made coihfliander of the 
Jyhanna dodger in 1667. 

FE AKEo, Tobias, — was made lieutenant of the Loyal 
Subied in 1666, and promoted to the command of the 
Duke of Cambridge in 1667. 

FULLER, Thomas, — commanded the Fanfan yacht 
in the yenr 1667. 

GIBBONS, Andcrfon, — is another of thofe very few 
perfons whofc wantof fpirit,in the hour when all its poflible 
exertion is ncccllary, has, at all times, proved a difgrace, 
and, in fome cafes, a mod material injury to their country. 
He was appointed commander of the John and Elizabeth 
firefliip in the year 1667, and was one of the commanders 
who were, in confjqiience ot their ill-behaviour during 
the attack made by fir lid ward Spraggc on the Dutch, who 
had entered the river Thames, fcntenced to a mod igno- 
minious punidimcnt *. Gibbons, indeed, appears to have 
been the grcatclt delinquent of the whole group, as we 
find the following punifhment intiided on him, in addi- 
tion to that which he received in common with the red* 
** Gibbons was farther fcntenced to be triced up by the 
arms during the punifhmcnt of the other two." Gazette, 
No. 208. 

GREEN, Charles, — coyimandeJ the Unicorn firefliip 
at the fame time, but is not known to have fubjefted him- 
felf, on the fame occafion, even to cenfure. Ncverthe- 
Icfs, he docs not appear to have had any command after- 
wards. 

- - - - - ■■■■-■■ — ■■ . 

Durd on board, and was Burnt wiih the Oiip; falling a glorious facrt* 
fice to Jifcipline, and obedience to command, and an example of To 
nncommon bravery, a^, had it happened among the ancient Greek* or 
Romanj, bad been tranfmitced down to immortality with the iiluf* 
tnoui names of Codrus, Cynargyrus, Curtius, and the Dccii.*' 

Lcdiard, cap. 30. 

" 1 could have been glad to hare fctcn Mr. Gjwiey, before he died, 
celebrate captain Douglas's death, who flood and burnt in one of our 
Ihips at Chatham, when his men left bini, becaufe it (hould never be 
ftid a Douglas quitted his pod without order. Whether it be wife ia 
men to do fucb aSlions or no, 1 am furc it is fo in states to honour 
-them." Sir William Temple, Vol. ii. p. 40. • 

* See the Life of Jofepb Paine, p. 179. 

GVYf 
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OUY, Leonard, — was appointed captain of the 
Paradox in 1667, and had fcarcely entered on his com-' 
mand when he had the good fortune to take a very valu- 
able prize from the Dutch. In the following year he was 
removed into the Drake. This is the latert intcUigenc© 
we have been able to procure concerning him. 

HARE, Jofias, — was commander of the John fire (hip 
in 1667. The obfervation juft made on captain Green 
ftriaiy applies to this gentleman. 

HARLEY, John, — commanded the Willoughby fire- 
fliip at the fame time, and is to be held in the fame light. 

HARWOOD, Thomas, — was made lieutenant of the 
Henry in 1664, and in the following year was promoted 
to command the Return- In 1666 he fervcd as lieute- 
nant of the Prince, the (hip on board which fir George 
Ayfcough hoiited his flag^ this (hip unfortunately 
grounding on the Galloper, was taken polfe(Fion of by 
the Dutch and burnt. On his return from captivity he 
was promoted to the command of the Drake. Fr0m the 
time, he quitted this (hip, which he did foon after, in 
confequence of peace being concluded with the Dutch, 
he had no command till" the commencement of the fecond 
Dutch war, when he was made fecond captain * of the 
St. Andrew, on board which (hip fir John Kempthorne 
hoifted his flag as rear-admiral of the. red. Nothing far- 
ther is known relative to him. 

HOLMES, John, — ^was the fon of fir John Holmes, 
whofe life has already been given. He was appointed 
to command the Lenox yacht in the year 1667. On the 
5th of January, being then cruizing off the coaft of 
France, he met with three Dutch (hips, and had the good 
fortune to drive one a-(hore at Calais, to burn the fecond, 
and capture the third. On the commencement of the 
fecond Dutch war in 1672, he was made captain of the 
Thomas and Edward fire(hip. We meet with no farther 
particulars relative to this gentleman, except that, in the 
month of Auguft in the fame year, he Raptured a large 
Dutch (hip, from Amfterdam, of three hundred and fifty 
tons bunhen. 

♦ According to the prefent regulation of fcrvicc, the officer who 
at that time ranked asfec^d captain onfyf is now ihe proper captain 
Qf the (hip. 

U3 HUGGATE, 



Digitized by 



Google 



a94 tlVES AND CHARACTERS OP 

HUGGATE, Hq>kin8> — ^wc find this gcntlemaB ap- 
pointed captain of a Saitec * in 1667. 

JAQUES, William, — was, in 1667, made com^ 
inander of the Hopewell galliot. He had no farther com^ 
sniilion till the year 1671, when he was appointed captain 
of the Hardareen^ a ihip taken from the Dutch in the 
Taft war. At the commencement of the fecond Dutch 
war in 16729 he was removed into the Francis (formerly 
a firefliipj guardihip. He quitted her in the following 

J rear for the Wivenhoe firelnip : and, laftly, when the 
econd rupture with France was daily expelled, in ^678, 
he was, on the I7th of May, made, by king Charles the 
iecond, commander of the Eagle fireihip. Nothing farr 
ther^elative to him is known. 

JOHNSON, Jeremiah, — commanded the Cafimc^ 
dogger in the year 1667. 

JONES, Robert, — was appointed commander of the 
John and James fmack in the lame year. 

JONES, William, — was at the fame time ma^e cap- 
tain of the Ifabella yacht. 

KEEBLE, Henry,— was alfo, in the fame year, ap^ 
pointed commander of the Elizabeth and Mary firefliip. 

LESTOCK, Richard, — was, in 1667, made captain 
of the Gabriel iirefhip. He never had any fecond ap.. 
pointment till after the revolution, when, on the 6th of 
January 1 691, he was made captain of the Cambridge of 
eighty guns. How long he continued in conftant com- 
mand of this ihip is not knownt; but we find him captain 
of her in 1702, in the expedition againil Cadiz, and the 
fubfequent attack on Vigo, under fir George Rook. He 
was ftationed in the line as one of the feconds to vice-ad- 
miral Hopfon, in tjie Prince George. In the following 
year he failed under the command of fir Cloudefly Shovel 
to the Mediterranean, whither that fleet was ;rent to alfiil 
the Cevennois, who had taken up arms againft Louis 
the Fourteenth. Soon after his return he retired from the 
lervice, being put on the fuperannuated lift with the pay 
of a commander of a third rate. He died in the year 
I7'3> _^ 

'^ A fpecies of vefTel much ufed in the Meditcrrancai], mofi pro* 
bftbly 1 prize taken from the S-tiieriues. 
t Thii ibip was Dvt of coomiifioa in 2693. 

• J MANSELL, 
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MANSELL, Charles,— was defccnded of a very an- 
cient and honourable family who deduced their origin 
from Philip de Mansfield, or De Manfel, who is admitted 
by all perfons converfant in the heraldry and the biftory of 
ancient times, to have entered this kin^om with William 
the Norman, furnamed the Conqueror. The fplendur 
and antiquity of his family is, however, the principal part 
of what we have to recoxxi of him, as he is entitled to a 
place among the officers of the navy, only as having com- 
manded the Dolphin fireihip in 1667. 

MAYHEW, Ralph,— commanded the Bleffling firefliip 
in 1667 ; and being engaged in the fame fervice with 
Paine and Gibbons, whole lives have been already given, 
was equally culpable with them, and confequently fufFered 
the fame punimment. 

NEWLAND, Robert, — from being lieutenant of the 
Mary, to which ftation he was appointed in the year 1666, 
Was, in 1667, made commander of the Golden Falcon. 

PEARSE, Thomas,— commanded the William and 
Sufan, either a iirefhip or an hired fliip of war, in 1667. 

PERDU, John, — was made lieutenant of the Triumph 
in 1665, of the Vldorv in 1666, and the Revenge in 
1667. In the courfe ot the fame yeafr he i^as promoted 
to the command of the Lewis hired fhip of war. 

PERRY, Walter, — ^was appointed commander of the 
Emfworth floop in 1667. ne was, in all probability, 
made lieutenant of the Royal James at the cothmence- 
ment of the fecond Dutch war \ he being among the vejy 
brave men unfortunately lofl; in that ihip, at the battle of 
Solebay, on the 28th of May 1672. 

PERRYMAN, John,— was made lieutenant of the 
Swallow hired fhip of war in 1665, and in 1667 was 
promoted to the command of the Oftrich fire{hip« In 
1669 he experienced a dill greater advancement in being 
^^jpointed to the Grafton of feventy guns. He is faid to 
have commanded in the fame year the EfTex, Burford, and 
Kent; a very rapid but not unprecedented change. He 
appears after this to have quitted the fervice for a confi- 
derable time, his name not again occurring, as having held 
any command, till the year 1680, when he was appointed 
to the Exeter ; from which flxip ho was foon afterwards 
removed into the Suffolk. Nothing farther rdlativc to him 

l» ki^own, 

U 4 PRIDEAUX, 
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PRIDEAUX, John, — was appointed captain of the 
Cat firlhip in i66j, 

READ, , — is known as an officer, only by the 

folio A in;^ extraft from Lediard's J^aval Hiftory, 
** Cap ain Read going np the CanefTa towards the Ber- 
bices, landed at Carenteen, and marching twenty miles 
by land took the fort of the Arawaces, with a great num- 
ber of captives and a large b-^oty " Perhaps there is sn 
impropriety in inferiins his name here, as what we have 
oiFered may not be thought a fufficicnt proof of his having 
really been in this line of fervicc. The error, if one, we 
hope may be pardoned, as lefs blameable than the omiffion 
would hav{^ been ; and we have, by fimp^.y dating our 
authority, left every perfon to his own judgment, without 
prefunrjng to decide ovirfclves, N. B. There were two 
officers, at this time, in the Navy of the name of Read, 
but they both were lieutenants : one of them never attained 
an higher rank, the other was not made a commander tJU 
the year 1672. ^ 

RE DGRO\ E, Thomas, — commanded the Fricnd- 
ihip armed fhip of war in 1667. 

kiDLEY, Hugh, — was, on the 12th of June 1667, 
appointed captain of the Siar firefliip, and foon afterwards 
removed into the Tilbury prize. In the following year 
he was commiflioned to the Providence firefhip. H« 
had no other command till the year 1673, when he m^s 
made, by piince Rupert, cnptain of the Woolwich floop. 
On the 3d of June 1675, king Charles the Second, who 
had taken upon himfelf the rranagement of all affair* 
relative to the naty, gave him the command of the Wi- 
vtnhoe floop. Oa the 23d of Feb. 1681-2, he was made 
captain of the boats at Portfmouth, from which ftation ^e 
was removed into the America guard- fhip on the 29th 6f 
July following. After the acccflion of king James he 
was, on the 25th of May 1685, again made captain of the 
America ; from wl.ich he was, on the 9th of June follow- 
ing, removed into the Swan. He continued in the com- 
mand of this vefTcl till the 15th of Auguft, when 
he was appointed to the Guardland, and faikd for the 
S^reights on the 25th of the fame month, under the orders 
of fir Roger Strickland. He continued on this flat ion till 
^hc year 1688 j and arrived at Plymouth on the 30th of 
9 ••■■•.-•■•• Marc^ 
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Maxch. He was, on the 9th of September, made 
raptain of the Antelope, one of the fleet fitted out under 
his old comma: d.r, lir R. Strickland, for the purpofe of 
counteradii g, ir poffihle, the invafion t! en meditated by 
by the priiKc; ol Oian^^e, afxrwards king William the 
Third. He is known to have commanded a Ihip of the 
line after the revolution ; but we have not been able to 
procure any farther information relative to him, except 
that he was Itill living,*but unemployed, in the month of 
February i6q8-(,. 

ROBINSON, John,— commanded the Hopeful Mar- 
garet hired yu^ht in 1667 ; and was re-commiifioned tQ 
the fame veilel in the yr.ir 1672. 

SANDFORD, J.:cob, — was captain of the Batchelor 
firefhip in the year 1667. 

SHL^DON, Edward, — was, at the fame time, ap^ 
pointed to the Thomas and Elizabeth. 
• SHELLY, John, — having ferved as lieutenant of the 
Afliftance in the year 1664, was, in 1667, appointed 
captain of the Albemarle firediip. In 1668 he was re- 
moved into th|5 Truelove, in 1669 into the Welcome, 
and in 1670 into the Milford, all firelhips. At the com- 
mencement of the fecond Dutch war in 1672, he was 
"appointed firft lieutenant of the London, the fliip on board 
which fir E. Spragge had hoiiled his flag. He continued 
in this Ibip a yery ihort time only, being foon afterwards 
jeraoved into tbe Monmouth, on board which he is faid 
to have ferved as fecond captain •; but again removed, in 
a very fhort time, as captain, into the Portland. Here is 
z complete illultration of the rank. When he was ap- 
pointed to the Portland he was ftilcd captairiy inafmucb 

* A djQinftion not now known in the fcrvlcc except in the fiiips of 
the commanders in-chief. OHiccrs, who arc faid to have ferved as iicu« 
tenants of fl^i; Qiips, after having been appointed commanders many 
years befof^f have, in reality been, in m^ny'tuflances^ nothing lefs tbin 
ihtfecomd officer (or, sis i| is now called, tkt captain) 00 board the fhip, 
the admiral himfelf being the ^rji ; the appellation of admiral and 
captain, united in the fame pcrfon, frequently occurring, even after 
ihe revolution. There docs not appear to have been any di{lin6lion 
lie t ween a firft lieutenant and a fecond captain, the terms feem to have 
^cQ indifcriminatclY applied; as fometimes, indeed, do thoi'e of 
eaptaio, fecond captain, and lieutenant; they all are ufed, in differenl 
toftanccs^ to exp re fs tlie fanic ofiice op board a flag ihi^ 
1- • ■ • : • • ' • >•..•■••.. ^ 
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^s (he was not a flag (hip. In the following year, 1673, 
he was appointed to the Diamond. On the 12th of 
September 1678, he was made captain of the Europa hired 
Ifaip of war. From the time he quitted this comouuid* 
which he did foon afterwards when flic profped of a 
French war vani(hed9 he retired from the fervice till the 

J car of the revolution, when, on the 12th of September, 
e was made conunander of the Signet iirefliip. Steady 
in his country's caufe ; after the battle of Bantry Bay» 
which happened in the month of May 1689, he was 
made commander of the Edgar, an appointment, in the 
exercife of which he died on the 5th of April 1690, 

ST ACE Y, Gabriel, — commanded a veffel called the 
^ood Merchant, in the year 1667. 

STOREY, James, — after having been appointed lieu- 
tenant of the Dreadnought in 1665, was, in the year 
1667, promoted to the command of the fame Itiip. 
During the interval between the (irft and fccond Dutch 
wars he does not appear to have held any command, but 
in 1672 was appointed to the Rainbow ; and early in the 
enfuing fpring was removed into the Old James. His 
gallantry difplayed in the aftion with the Dutch fleet on 
the 28th of May in the fame year, firfl recommended him 
|o the notice and favour of prince Rupert, who highly 
extolled his behaviour. According to the account given 
by his highnefs, in his letter to the carl of Arlington, (ir 
William Reeves having carried down a fire(hip in hopes 
to bum Van Tromp, was intercepted by the enemy, and 
for a confiderable time in the mq(l imminent danger of 
being deftroyed, or taken, but was at length refcued by 
the mod (jpirited exertions of captains. Storey and Wet- 
wang. His behaviour was equally meritorious in the 
engagement with the fame enemy in the month of Auguit 
foUowing, on which occafion we find him reprefented, in 
fi very Tcarce Dutch print, very valiantly (econding 
prince Rupert in the attack made by him on De Ruyter, 
The war concluding with this aftion, captain Storey was 
not called again into fervice till the 23d of April 1675, 
when he was appointed, by king Charles, commander of 
the Portfmouth. He was fome time afterwards fent to 
the Streights, where he continued till the year 1678; 
when returning to Europe, he w^s, on the 6th of De- 
cember, 
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•fein|>ery aemoved into the York. This (hip was put 
under the command of fir Robert Robinfon in the mondi 
of March following, when that officer was fent to 
pniife at the entrance of the Channel to wat(:h the mo- 
tions of the French fleet, in confequence of an expeded 
mpture with that nation. He continued on this fenrice 
during the remainder of the fummer. We meet widi 
pothing farther relative to this gentlenuqi till the 27th of 
March 1680, when he was appointedcommander of the 
Piamond; fropd which fliip he, on the 15th of May 
following, removed into the Antelope. He was fent 011 
the Mediterranean (tation, and failed on the ad of Junp 
following for Tangier. He returned to Europe towards 
the clofe of the year, mott probably with a fleet under his. 
ponvoy ; and continued in thi^ kind of fervice a confider* 
able time, paffing occafionally between England and the 
^treights, as we find him to have arrived, at Plymouth on 
the 12th of April 1682, with a confiderable number of 
merchant fhips under his protedion from Gibraltar and 
Tangier, x his i^ the latefl circumflance we have been 
able to coUe& relative to him, either in the line of public 
fervice Of of private life. Many traditional anecdotes 
relative to this gentleman are preferved, and related among 
ieamen with much pleafure, to promote mirth, even at the 
prefcnt remote period. If true, they /hew him to have 
been a man of uncommon humour, afliiled by a moft 
lively, though innocent gaiety of fpirit, that was exceeded 
J)y nothing but his aftivi:y and bravery. 

SUMPTER, Robert, — after having been made com- 
fnanHer of the Bonadventure fireihip in 1667, was, on the 
commencement of the fecond Dutch war in 1672, ap- 
pointed fecopd lieutenant of the Saint David. We hear 
nothing farther relative to him till the loth of January 
1677-8. when he was made lieutenant of the Antelope. 

S WAYNE, John, — is to be mentioned only as having 
commanded the' Mary firefhip in 1667. 

TURN£R, John, — occurs, in the year 1667, as c(Mn- 
mander of the Expedition firefliip. But we hav<? not the 
lead doubt but that, notwithilanding he is diltineuifhed 
from that gentleman, he is the fame officer whofe life has 
been already given in page 274. 

' ^ TYETE, 
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TYETE, George, — after commanding tke Succcli 
firelhip in 1667, was, on the commencement of the fecond 
Dutch war in 1672, made fecond lieutenant of the St. Mi- 
chael, the flag ihip of fir Robert Holmes. In the following 
year he was again made a commander, and appointed to 
the Richmond yacht on the i8th of January 1075 ; and, 
on the nth of September 1676, was commif- 
fioned to the Deplford ketch- On the 12th of April 
1678, he was removed into the Surat hired (hip of war; 
and from thence, on the 17th of May 1679, into the 
5uccefs frigate. Thus, as this was his !ail command, 
.beginning and ending his career of naval icrvicj in a iJiip 
pf the fame name. 

VOTIERE, John, — was, on the i3ih of June 1667, 
made commander of the Swan firclhip ; from which lliip 
he was very foon after tc moved into the Elizabeth and 
Mary. At the commencement of the fecond Dutch war, 
in 1672, he was appointed captain of the Hardareen ; and, 
in the following year, of the Katherins. On the 14th 
.of September 1674, he was remjved into the Ann and 
.Chriltopher. How long he continued to command this 
lliip is not knov^n, but we find him appointed captain of 
the Holmes fireihip on the I2th of July 1677; on the 
;i4th of July 1683, he was made commander of the 
Richmond yacht ; and o.n the ift of April 1685, of a 
^etch, called the Englifli. Nothing can be more irkfome 
than being incapable to record any farther circumilancc 
relative to any officer who has irreproachably fpcnt fo 
many years of his life in the fervice, than the mere jitl of 
his appointments and promotions. In th's itate we arc 
relative to captain Vaticrc. From his nam^ we fhould 
juuge him to l.ave been of French extradion. We know 
^lot whether he; ever held any command after the revolu^ 
tion ; but we find him to have been alive and on the lill 
pf cap ains in the ri^.onth of February 1693-9. 

WARD, John, — commanded the Owners Endeavour 
^refliip in 1667. , 

Ward, Thomas, — in the fame year, v;as captain of 
a Ihip called the Mary Magdalen. 

WAYMAN, William^ — commanded the Prifcilla 
fircfliip in i667, 

^ wigoner. 
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WIGONER, John, — vras appointed captain: of thr 
John and Giles ketch in 1667. 

WILLIAMS, Henry, — was, on the 28th of June 
1667, made commander of the John fire hoy*. At the- 
conclufion of the firft Dutch war, not being able to ob- 
tain any fuperior (latlon, he difdained to remain inaftive;; 
and was content to ferve under the brave fir £dvvard> 
Spragge as one of his mailer's mates. His admiral enter-* 
tained fo high an opinion of his abilities and fpirit, that, 
at the time he made the attack 1 on the Algerine (hipping 
in Bugia Bay, he fent Mr. Williams on board the Little- 
Victory J that he might be ready to take the command of 
her, in cafe of any accicier.t happening to captain* 
Karri Sy who was the commander. The whole fuccefs of • 
the enterprize depended on this fhip and fir Edward's pre- 
caution, as it was highly coaimcndable, fo did the 
event of attack render it neccflary. But for this provifioa - 
the whole might have failed, captain Harris being 
wounded fo dangeroufly at the very commencement of the 
aflault, that the fhip jufl mentioned wonld have wanted a 
commander, had not captajn Williams been ready to have 
undertaken fo confcqiicntial atnilt§. His conduS on 
this occafion procured him, in the following year, the- 
command of the Supply firclhip; from which he was, in 
1673, removed into tlie Ail'uran^e. We hear nothing 
farther of him till the 23d of May 1675, when he was 
appointed to the Wivenhoe firelhip. On the 25th of the 
fame month he was reinoved into the Holmes. We find 
him made captain of the Stavecreen on the 7th of January 
1677-8; and on the 12th of April following promoted 



* And not the Rofc firelhfp as is aifcrtcd by Campbell. 

t Sec the Life of Sir Edward S[>rac;;^c, page 70. 

1 The firefhip which did the execution. 

^ Campbell gives the following account. ** Captain Ham's, who 
commanded the Little Victory, hit maftet's mate, fiunner, and one of 
bit Teamen were defperately wounded with fmall ihot, and thsat their 
entrance; fo that, probablv, the whole dffipji had proved aboriivc, if 
the admiral had not, with great pmdrnce, commiflioncd Henry 
Williams (then one of his maflcr's mates, but who had formerly 
commanded the Rofc firelhip) to take charge of the vcflel, in cafe the. 
other was difablrd; which he did accordipgiy, and performed all tha£ 
could be cxpedcd of him." 

to 
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to the Lyon. A war with France being then daxlj en^ 
pededy he was ordered to put himfelf under the commaiid 
of fir Robert Robinfon, who was fent with a fquadron of 
ten fail to cruife at the entrance of the Channeli in order 
to watch the motions of the enemy. On the 3d of April 
x6Soy he was removed into the rearl, a fifth rate ; and 
continued to be employed as a cruifer in the Channel on 
the 9th of September 1681 . Remaining dill on the fame 
fiation he fell in with a French armed Blip from Green- 
landy which, failing to pay the ufual refpcft to the Englifli 
flag, captain Williams fired a broadfide into her, upon 
which a fmart adion immediately commenced between 
diem, which ended in the capture of the French ihip> the 
captain of which endeavoured to cxcufe his ralhnefs by 
pretending a belief that hoftilities had taken place between 
France and England. In this petty difpute the Pearl had 
three men killed and one wounded The French fliip 
was fo much fhattercd as to be fcarcely able to fwim. 
Captain Williams was promoted from the Pearl to the 
Conftant Warwick, on the $th of May 1682. On the 
a^d of January 1684-5 he was appointed captain of the 
Cleveland yacht. He was re-commiflioned to the fame 
vellel on the ad of April -following; and on the 5th of 
September 1688, was removed into the Advice, a fourth 
rate of forty-eight guns, one of the fhips fitted out, by 
order of king jfames, to oppofe the prince of Orange. 
We find no farther mention made of him, confequently it 
is not known whether he ever'held any command after 
the revolution, or at what period he died or quitted the 
iervicc. 



1668. 



ASHBY, Sir John^-^was defcended from a family in a 
mercantile line, which had been, for a confiderable time,' 
fettled at LoweftofFe in the county of Suffolk. His firft 

%pointment in the navy was to be lieutenant of the 
{venture : this was in the year 1665. In X667 he was 

removed. 
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lemoved, in the fame fbtion> on board the Princefs : and 
on the 4th of Odober 1668 was promoted, by the duke 
of York 9 to the command of the Deptford ketch. la 
1670 he was ftill farther promoted to the Advice, a 
fourth rate. In 1671 he was removed into the Rainbow ; 
aad in the following year into the Pearl, a frigate of 
twenty-eight guns. In the month of February 1672-3, 
on his return from Jerfey, whither he had carried ar • 
Thomas Morgan, newly appointed governor thereof, ha 
fell in with a large privateer, of equal force, belonging to 
Middleburgh. An adion took place, and continued up^ 
wards of two hours. At the end of this time the Dutch- 
man was completely vanqui filed : but the wind was at 
that time fo violent as totally to prevent thePearFs boats 
from boarding her; captain Aftiby was confequently 
robbed of his well-earned prize* As fome confolation 
under this difappointment, he next day retook the Ruby, 
belonging to Dartmouth, a ihip of two hundred tons and 
twenty guns, that had been captured a few days before bv 
a Dutch privateer ofFScilly. On the aift of Jiinc fou 
kwing he was promoted, by prince Rupert, to command 
the Lyon, as fucceflbr to captain Fowles, who had fallen 
in tbc sL&ion of the 28th of May preceding. On the loth 
of September L674 he removed into the Kofe*: it is not 
known how long he continued commander of this (hip ^ 
but we do not find him appointed to any other till the* 
a6th of March 1678, when he was made captain of the 
Dunkirk. He was, in the month of March 1679, 
one of the captains under the command of fir Robert 
^obinfon, at that time commodore of a- fmatl fquadron 
Rationed at the entrance of the Channel. On the 8th of 
April 1 681 he was appointed to the Conftant Warwick $ 
but we find nothing worth relating during the time he held 
this command, which was but for a fliort time, as he D^ai» 
icmoved into the Mary Rofe oa the i6th of July follow- 
hig. Early in the year 1685 he was made captain of the 
Montague ; from which fii»p he was, en the 27th of Sep- 
tember in the fame year, removed uito the Henrietta 
guardfiiip ; and again, on the 6th of March 1686-7, into 
the Mordaunt. On the 15th of September 1688 ne wa» 
appointed to the De^nce, one of the fiiips fitted for 

* He cowmaiKkJi (his fhip, on the Mcditerrancaa fiatioa, 10 1676. 
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Channel fervice under the orders of lord Dartmoiitfix 
Warmly attached to the conftrtutional liberty of his^ 
country, immediately on the revolution tajcing place he 
became a firm adherent to William the Third. He 
continited to command the Defiance, and led the van of 
fhe fquadron, nndcr admiral Herbert, at the battle of 
Bantry Bay. His gallantry was fo confpicnous on this 
occafion, that when king William went down to Portf- 
mouth for the fpecial purpofL- of thanking all, and reward- 
ing thofe whofe behaviour had be^Mi more particularly 
noticed, he conferred on captain AlTiby the honour of 
knighthood ; and, as a farther token of his efteem, pre- 
felted him with a gold watch fct with diamonds. In 
the month of July following he was promoted to ht rear-i 
admiral of the blue, and went to fea in that ftation when 
the fleet failed under lord Torrington : but no.afticm 
took place during the remainder of the year. lii 
the following fpring the French, highly elated with that 
very trivial appearance of advant-^ge ihcy had recently 
gained, left no effort untried to fit out a fleet fo formidable 
as to bid defiance to ti.c inferior force of the Englifh, and 
purfue, at Icalt in idea, that fchcmc of conqueft Louis the 
Fourteenth fo chimerically pleafed himfr.lf with the hope 
of. The fleet of France confided of eighty-two (hips of 
the line, befides frigates, firefhips, and fmall veflTcls. 
The combined fleet of England and Holland^ which was to 
oppofe this very formidable force, confifted of no more than 
fifty-fix (liips under the chief command of Herbert, earl of 
Torrington. Sir John Afhhy, who had juft before been 
raifcd to the rank of vice-admiral of the red'*, ferved in 
that ftation during thi«; engagement, and led tlie van of the 
earl of Toirington's divilion^ but he was totally exempt 
from any part of that cenfure which was fo loudly excited 
by the failure of fuccefs, and which fo immeritedly roufed 
the indignation and violence of party againft the great but 
unfortunate earl of Torrington. Singularly confpicnous 
mult have been the condu6l of that man, who, in the hour 
of public clamour, cfcapes the general calumny indifcri- 

• All hlOdrlans have aflcrtcd that fir John Aftibv fcrvcd as 
vice-admira} of ihc blue under RuITel, the admiral of that fquadron. 
In this fiatemcnt they are roiflakcB. 

mioetclf 
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minately thrown both on the innocent and the guilty. 
When the carl of Torrington had cffedied his retreat he 
left the command of the fleet with fir John Afliby, and 
repaired to,London» having iird given the necefTary in- 
ftrudions how to ad in cafe the French fhould attempt 
to force their way up the Thames. There was no 
neceffity, as it happened, for this precaution, for the 
French, fatisfied with a nominal triumph, retired to their 
own coa/ls, and were feen no more in the Channel. But 
to have been honoured with fo confequential a command, 
and at fo critical a period, is a very convincing proof how 
high the abilities of fir John were eftimated both by his 
commander-in-chief, and the public. It was thought 
tteceflary, when the fleet -again put to fea, to invert the 
chief command of it in three perfons * who (hould jointly 
execute the office \ thefe were fir Richard Haddock, vice* 
admiral Killegrew, and fir John Afliby ; they hoifted their 
flag on board the Royal Sovereign. But no enemy ap- 
pearing to contend with, the iirft and fecond rates were 
lent into port in confequcnce of the near approach of 
winter ; and the joint adn^irals, with the remainder of the 
fleet, having taken on board the earl of Marlborough, and 
a confidcrable body of land forces, fteered for Ireland, 
where they quickly reduced the city of Cork and town of 
Kinfale, the two principal pofts held for- king James in 
the fouthern part of that kingdom t. In the following 
year every exertion poflible was made to retrieve the diu 
grace of the preceding one, by fending a very powerful 
Beet to fea early in the fpring. The chief command of 
it was bellowed on admiral Ruflel ; and fir John Afhby 
Was appointed to ferve under him as vice-admiral of the 
red. But the French, fatisfied with the honour they hdd 

* It Wat hoped ih\i new reguhtioa would, in fome degree, allay 
the general terror that pervaded the nation; and that its defence 
would, in all probability, be conduced with greater rttccefs when 
confided to the joint abilities of three fuch emmcnt perfons, inllead of 
inveiling it,according t» the ufual mode, in one of tbemonly. 

M Whitehall, Auguft 9. Sir Richard Haddock, Henry Killegrew, 
e(q; and fix John Aihby, are appointed joint^admifals of his majefly's 
fleet." 

i In 1690 fir John was appointed comptroller of the nairal fiore* 
-l(eeper's accounts, an office be held till the time of fait death. 

Vol. I. X already 
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already gained, gave the combined fleets of England and 
Holland no poUible opportunity of retaliating upon theniy 
with eameit, for their temporary triumph and much 
boafted viSory. Early in the year 1692 iir John Aftiby 
was promoted to be admiral of the blue ; and the French 
court having projeded an invafion of England, in order 
to promote the caufe and intsrefts of the late king James, 
admiral RuHel, who ftill held the chief command, put 10 
fea on the i6th of May, in order to counterad and defeat 
their intentions. The two fleets met on the 19th of the 
fame month, an epoch ever to be remembered as the day 
6n which the French fleet were totally defeated, and a 
final period put to the hopes of the exiled fovereign. 
Hazy weather, and a dead calm, prevented a confiderabic 
part of the combined fleet, which was much more nume- 
rous than that of the French, from clofmg with them ; fo 
that the force a^ually brought into a£^ton with the enemy, 
was confiderably inferior to them. The blue fquadron 
in particular, which was in the rear, never had any op- 
portunity of engaging till fix o'clock in the evening, an 
hour after the French line was broken ♦. Joining at that 
time in the purfuit, the fquadron under fir John Aftiby 
had, at lead, the merit of completing that confufion the 
gallantry of their companions had fo uiccefsfully been the 
firft occafion of. The purfuit continued all day on the 
20th ; and on the ^Jift, feveral of the enemy's (hips being 
clofely prcfled by fir John, ran, at the utmoft hazard, 
through the race of Akkrney. It was not deemed ad- 
vifeable to purfue them, more efpecially as the pilots re- 
fufed to take charge of the fliips anv longer if their com- 
manders fiiould perflft in (leering (o dangerous a courfe. 
This broken remnant of the French fleet confequently 
made good its retreat into St. Maloes; and their good 
fortune expofed fir John to much obloquy t: but he had 

the 

* Admiral RuflePs Letter to the Earl of Nottingham. 

i- Burnet in particular cakes upon him to aflert, that if fir John 
A&by had DurTqcd ih^Ce flying (hips of the cneaiy, amonntioj^ to 
twenty-fix fail, which made their elcape into St. Maloes, he lAig&t, 
from every appearance, have dcftroyed them ah. On the other hand 
\K'c find a modern author thus excufe htm. ** Sir John Aflihy, with the 
blue i'<]uadron> and fome Dutch ihips, purfued the reft of the French 

fleet 
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the happinefs, as will be prefently (hewn, to clear him- 
fclf, in the handfomeft manner, from every poflible im- 
putation both on his courage and his general condud* 
A few days after the a£lion, he was detached, by admiral 
Ruflel, with twelve (hips of the line and three fire(hips; 
to which were added an equal number of Dutch (hips, 
under the orders of admiral Callembergh, to fcower the 
coaft of France, and endeavour to deftroy fuch (hips of 
their broken fquadrons as might have taken refuge iti 
their inferior ports. He returned foon afterwards with- 
out having met with any fuccefs, owing, as is admitted 
by the moil impartial hiftorians, merely to the very ad« 
vantageoiis (ituation of the enemy ; and what was, per- 
haps, a ftill greater protedion to them, a feries of (lorms 
and tempefts. Campbell makes the following candid 
and judicious remark, which applies equally well to clear 
the reputations both of A(hby ami Ruifel, for which latter 
purpofe it is more particularly intended, ** To blame 
the admiral, fays he, for not expofmg the fleet, when it 
was impoflible for him to have done any thine, is to (hew 
a difpofition for finding fault at the expence of the nation's 
fafety, (ince fucceeding commanders are not like to ufe 
their judgments freely, when they find their predece(rors 
fufier in reputation for doing what prudence, and regard 
to the fafety of their (hips, dircfted." Certain intelli* 
gence having been received that the French vice«admiral 
of the bhie had got fafe into St. Maloes with twenty-five 
fhips befides the flag, fir John Afhby was again detached, 
the beginning of Auguft, with one'firft rate, fix fecond 
rates, feventeen third rates, one fourth rate, and four fire- 
fliips, together with feveral Dutch (hips of war. He was 
orckred over to the coaft of France, and inftrufted to 
cruife about fifteen leagues north from the weft end of the 

Bctt till they ran through the race of Alderney among rocks and fihoalt, 
where the Englifli pilot refiifed to follow them. Sir John baa been 
much cenfured for his condud in this part of the tranfaBion, though 

Iirobably without any rcafon, fince fome of the ableft feamen in Ene- 
and were of opinion, that nothing could be more defperate than the 
flight of the French through that dangerous paffage ; and that though 
flefpair might juftify them in attempting it, yet the bare poflSbility of 
fuccefs in following them might not be equivalent to the danger of 
the undertaking."— —Gillingwater's Hifi. of Lowefioffe. 

X a Up 
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Ifle of Bas, fo that, by ftationing fome of his (hips nearer 
the (hore, he might intercept any of the enemy's Ihips tHat 
might endeavour to pafs from St. Maloes to Bred. He 
remained on this ftation, as long as the weather per- 
mitted him> but again without fiiccefs. He did not return 
to Spithead till the 14th of September ; nor had he then^ 
as it is faidy but in confequence^of exprefs orders for that 
purpofe from the queen. When the parliament met, the 
late memorable a£lion> and its confequences, were among 
thefirfl: fubje^ls of difcuflion. On the 19th of Novem- 
. bet he was examined at the bar of the houfe of commons 
relative to the efcape of the French (hips into St. Maloes, 
and gave fo clear and fatisfa^lory an account of the proceed- 
jngs of the (hips under his command, both in, and after 
the engagement, that the fpeaker, by dircdion of the 
JiOLife, informed him they were very much pleafed with 
iiis very ingenuous behaviour* Honourably acquitted 
-from the very unfounded charge of mifcondud, he re- 
turned, in the enfuing fpring, to his command. The 
office and rank of admiral of the fleet Wias again vefted in 
•three perfons * as it had been in the vear 1690 after 
•the adion off Beachy Head, and partly for the. fame rea- 
'fon. Experience (hewed, that however high, and moft 
dcfervedly fo the three joint-commanders>in-chief might 
iiidividuallv (land in the opinion of the people, and how- 
ever capable each of them, feperately, might have been to 
execute fo cxtenfive a charge, the office, like that of a 
» fovereign, is o£ fuch a nature as does not admit of its being 
divided, or executed with p.opriety and energy by more 
than one perfon^ The poflibility of (hifting the charge 
-of any fuppofedmifcondUidt from one to the other is, by 
that means, totally obviated; the nation can refort at 
^tkoe to- th e fi i nji hli amhor of its difgrace and misfortune; 
.and the admiral- in-chief him felf, while he is confcious of 
the high tru(i with which he is inveftcd, exerts, in their ut- 
*moftextent,hisabilitiesand fpirit,knowingthat the fmallcft 
.failure in his enterprize endanger?, for ever, his credit 
;^ad his honour. The raisiortuiic t which marked the 



* Henry Kille^rew, El'qs fir Cloudclly Shovel, and fir Ralph 
Delaval. ' " ' . ■' 

' i The capture of the Turkey fktt. 
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naval tranra6lions of this year has prevented, ever fince, 

A repetition of the fainb abfurdity.*— To return to fir John 

Afhb'y^ although he had, in. the year 1690, been one of 

the three cotnmillioners for ei^ecuting the ofSceof coni'^ 

mander-in-chief, he was omitted on the prefent occafion ; 

but refuming the ftation in which he had ferved at the 

battle of La Hogue, hoifted his flag, as admiral of the 

blue fquadron, on board the London. Dying on the 

twelfth of July following, he had not the mortification of 

hearing the misfortune which befel his very gallant bro-t 

ther commander, Rooke, in Lagos Bay, the news of 

which did not arrive till four days after his deceafe. His 

body was firft interred at PoTtfmouth, where he died ; 

but being afterwards taken 4ip, was finally buried ia 

Loweftoff church, where a handfome monument has been 

erected to his memory • bearing the following infcriptions 

Sacred to the memory of 

Sir John Ashby, knight, 

Praefeft at the courts 6f Sandgate ; 

On whom,, for his unfhaken fidelity and approved of 

Valour, in the engagement with the French, at • 

Bantree Bay, 

Where he glorioufly fought for his king and country. 

His majeliy conferred the honour of knighthood. 
He afterwards gave many fignal examples of his bravery 

And (kilfulnefs in naval affairs; 

Py which he obtained the poft of admiral and commander 

t Ift chief of the royal navy, and general of marines. 

Adorned with thcfe honours, 

He exchanged earthly glory for immortality, 

- 12 July 1693. 

It has been elfewhere remarked, on Burnet's bold cenftire 
of fir John, that the very illiberal refledion made on his 
condu(& is an evident proof of the malevolence which too 
often adluatcs the fpirit of party ; and (hews, that the moft 

• Q.n his tomb, which is juft below the monument 

HtTC licih ihc body of fir John Ashby, knight, ' 

Who died 12 July, 169;^. ' 
And the arms of Afhby— A chevron bciwcen three eagles difplayed. 
Crcft. On a wreath an eagle difplaycd. 
t In this the writer of bis epitaph has evidently beeo mid^i^en. 

X 3 brilliant 
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brilliant a£lion$y when executed by commanders ^bofe 
political principles happen not to coincide with certain 
writers, are too often tarnifhed through the malignity of 
the hiftorian. Indeed, when we coniider the compliment 
paid him by the fpeaker of the houfe of commons, as 
already related, had we no other proof of his worth*, we 
tnift we need not helitate to pronounce him to have been 
a very brave, though, in fome few infiances, an unfortu- 
nate man. 

BURKE, William, — ^was, in 1665, appointed lieute* 
nant of the Saint Paul, and was very foon afterwards re* 
moved into the Briftol. In 1668, having filled the fame 
fiation, firft in the Defiance, and fecondly in the Cam* 
bridge, he was promoted to the command of the Portf- 
mouth floop. In 1671 he returned to his former rank of 
lieutenantj and was appointed to the I'yger. We meet 
wiih nothing farther relative to him, except that in 1674 
he was made captain of the Ifle of Wight yacht. 

HAMILTON, Thomas, — having Icrved as lieutemmt 
of the Rupert in i666, and of the Mary in the following 
year, was, in 1668, promoted to be commander of the 
Deptford ketch, and very foon afterwards removed into the 
K igh tingale. In i67i-2he was appointed captain of the 
Mermaid ; and beine removed, in the courfe of the foU 
lowing year, into the Conftant Warwick of thirty-fix 
guns, a fmall founh rate, behaved very gallantly in a very 
ftngrt encounter with a Dutch privateer, of which we 
have fubjoined an account!, as given in a letter written 

at 



* His gallant behavioar botkat Bantry Bay and Beachy Head iightt. 

-^ Confiant Warwick, Feb. 10, 167^. ** Haying certain ibips 
outward bound under our convoy, we came up on Thurfday laft, 
about 170 leagues from the Lizard, with a Ihip carrying Uambrough 
colours, who, upon our commanding him on board with a gun, im« 
mediately put up a Holland enfign, and a Flufhing jack, and put him- 
felf in poflure of engaging us: we thinking to have boarded him to 
rights, made up to him to faften our boltfprit in his fhrowds: but he, 
being aware of our intent, put his helm a weather, and turned his fhip 
round, fo that we could not fallen, but (hot a- head of him ; and after* 
wards we exchanged feveral broadfides within half pifiol (hot of one 
anqther, though our lower tier of guns was made ufeltfs by the vio- 
Jence of the wind, the fea running fo high that it came in a-main at 
Dur lower port holes; in themcaa time the Caper (the privateer) 

fought 
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9X the time. In 1673, the fpirit he had rnanifefted on the. 
former occaiion procured him to be promoted to the Mary 
rofe of fifty guns. In the account given by prince 
Rupert, of the engagement between the Engliib fleet under 
his command, and that of the Dutch, on the aSth of May^ 
in this year, he mentions a colonel Hamilton, as having 
loft his leg. We have not been able to identify preciiely, 
but we believe him to have been this gentleman, the ap- 
pellation of colonel being indifcriminately applied both 
to officers of the navy and army, at that day*, and there 
being no other perfon at that time in the fervice of the 
fame name. He was not appointed to any other ihip till 
the 1 8th of June, 1675, when he was made captain of the- 
Margaret galley ; which (hip is alfo, on another occafion, 
called the Charles galley ; the firft of thefe appellations 
appears to have been a mifnomer, as it is imagined there 
was no veiTel of that name in the fervice* We find him 
pommanding the Charles, on the Mediterranean ftation^ 
on the 28th of Odober 1677 ; at which time he captured, 
in company with the James, captain Canning, who was 
Killed, a very large Algeiine fliip of w?r, after ^ defperate 
refiftance. On the 4th of March i68i-2, lie was ap« 
pointed to the Dragon ; and, on the 23d of March 1614-5, 
was removed into the Kingstiiher. In the month of June 
following, having with him the Falcon frigate, he at-, 
tacked and carried, almoft without refii^ance, th^ caftle of 

fought fo at not to foi^et to retreat when he fliould fee his opportu* 
nity, which it was not hard for him to do, we having loft great part of 
pur rigging, and received three unlucky (hots between wind and water, 
and taken in fo great a quantity of water in our port-holes, that, at 
three o'clock in the afternoon, we found five feet feven inches water 
in our hold, and the gun>room full to the Latches; and that both one 
upper and lower tier of powder was made unferviceab1e» being all wet ; 
we not having, befides, ten rounds left in all ) by which means bo 
cfcaped. This Caper is a fly boat of two tier of gnns. 

» The title of colonel appears to have been bellowed only on focb 
officers as either had rank a certain time in the fervice, or had been 
temporary eommanders, and, as they are now called, commodores of 
fmall fquadioitf. It was alfo not uncommon for naval officers 10 hold 
a military command. Lord Dartmouth, for inOance,' when capuin 
Legge, was, at one and the fame lime, captain of a fhip of- war and 
colonel of a regiment of infantry. Captain Haflingsof the Sandwich, 
who fell at the battle of La Hogue, is ftiled, in the Gazette account 
^f the a£Uon, colonel Haftings. 

X4 Ellengreg, 
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EUeffgreg, on the wcftern coaft' of Sfcothnd. The unfor* 
tunate earl of Argyle had taken pofleffion of it a few day* 
before, atid fortified it, a^ well as time and circiimibinces 
would permit him, intending^ it as his grand magazine, 
snd place of final retreat. Captain Hamilton's Aiccefs 
appears to havd given the decifive Wow to this petty in- 
vaHon^ fqr on this occafion he not only made himfelf 
mafter of all the eari'^ftores, (par* arms and ammunition*, 
but, purfuing his good for^ftne, too^ pofleffion of the 
three fhips which the earlbrotight with him, and in which 
only he could place his laft hope of eicape for himfelf 
amd his followers. We meet with nothing farther rela- 
tive to captain Hamihon till the month of May 1689, 
fome months after the revolution had taken place: he 
then commanded a (hip of war, whofe name we have not 
been able to learn, on the Irifhftation, and performed a 
notable piece of fervice in dcftroying a confiderable nimi- 
ber of boats intended for the ufe of the late king James*s 
army. This is the lateft piece of information wc have 
been able to accfuire concerning him. 

LONG, Robert, — after having been appointed to ferve 
as lieutenant of the Golden Phoenix in 1666, was pro- 
moted to the command of the Fanfan yacht in i668- 

STOUT, Robert, — ferved as lieutenant of the. Relb-> 
lution, and afterwards of the Revenge in 1665. In the 
following year he was alfo appointed,' firfl to the Henry, 
and foon afterwards to the Lyon. In i668 he was pro- 
moted to the command of the Roe ketch. In 1669 he 
remrned again to his former flation of lieutenant, being 
appointed fecond t of the St. David, the (hip on board 
which fir John Harman had hoifled his flag as rear-ad- 



* Five tfaoufand (lands of arms, all his cannon, five hundred barrels 
of powder, with ball and other ftores in proporttoa. 

f This liuby no means to be taken as a degradation of rank, very 
frequent inflances occurring, at the period of which we are writing, of 
ofBcers who bad ferved as commandeis oF (hips feveral years, uriih ihe 
hi^hcU reputation, becoming lieutenants of flag fliips^ Indeed, the 
dilfeKncc in many inilances cxiOed only in the term and tide, the 
admiral being very frequently dWcd a^hmrai and cc^tavif t^nd the oflker 
next below biin farft lieutenant, anfweriog to the flation of captatoof 
the (hip. We find thcfe terms preferved in an Admiraky Liu of the 
Navy as low down as the year 1693. 

3 miral 
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miral of the fleet on the Mediterranean ftation* la 
1671 he was appointed commander of the Fountain fixe- 
ibijs and in the following year of the Forrefter frigate. 
In 1673 he was promoted to the Princefs, and behaved 
with the moil exemplary fpirit in ^ engagement which 
took place between the Englifh and Dutch fleets on the 
nth of Auguft in the fame year. On the '21ft of January 
1673-4 he was removed into the Warfpight, and on tm 
15th of June 1674, into the Succefs. H^ does not appear 
to have had any appointment afterwards. 

SUMPTER, Koberty — was'* appointed commander of 
the Bonadventure fireihip in 1667. He ferved as fecond 
lieutenant of the St. David in 1672. From this time his 
name does not occur till the loth of January 1677-8, 
when he was appointed lieutenant of the Antelope; after 
which period nothing relative to him is known. 

TURNER, Roberty«»was appointed lieutenant of the 
Dreadnought in 1664, and was promoted to the com;* 
mand of the Francis in 1668. 

WHITE, Ifaaci — was made commander of theWrci^ 
oink in i668| an^ of the Katherine ketch in 16'ju » 



t66g. 



ALLINGTON, Argentine, — ^was, on the profpeft of 
a nipture with France, in 1668, appointed lieutenant of 
the Charles ; and was promoted, in 1669, to be captain 
of the Guernd-y Frigate. In the month of May follow- 
ing he was ordered to the Streights, in company with the 
Advice, to convoy thither a large fleet of merchant (hips. 
Off Cape de Gatt they fell in with a fquadron of fcven 
Algerine fliips of war, which they hefitated not a moment 
to engage, knowing well that the fafety of the charge 
under tlwir protedion depended on their refolution. The 

{particulars of the atSUon have already been given in the 
ife of captain Young % fo that it is unneceifary to fey 
■ ■■ ■' . f 

* P. HO. 

snore^ 
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more, than that their conduA was glorious to both alike, 
though in its confequences equally fataU captain Ailing. 
ton, having fallen almoft at the iame inftant his brave 
companion did. 

FARRE, f — is faid to have commanded the 

Batc^clor hired velfcl (formerly a fireihip) in 1669. He 
codd ooN' have held this flation a very Ihort time^ for we 
find the fame veflTel fitted out for a voyage of difcovery in 
the month of September foUowingy under the command ot 
captain Humphrey Fleming. 

FLEMING; HumfbirtYy — the gentleman jtift alluded 
tOf was appointed commander of the Batchelor hired fhip 
ia the month of Auguft 1669. This velFel was ordered 
U>» the South Seas, in company with the Sweepflakesy 
captain Narborough, in whofe life* an account of the 

{rincipal.tranfadions of the voyage have been already given, 
n the Supplement to the Diaionnaire Hiftorique, by M. 
L'Abbe Ladvocat^ fpeaking of iir J. Narborough, he fays, 
*' II partit Dcptfort, le z6 Septembre 1669, avec deux 
Taifeaax ; mats il perdit de vue le fecond, fur les cotes 
i&s Patagons/' No notice is taken of thi^ (rirpumftgnce 
by fuch Englifh writers as we have feen, nor do we find 
tny farther mention made <^ captain Fleming*. 

SAUNDERSON, Ralph, — was appointed lieutenant 
of the Affiflance in 1666, and was promoted to be com* 
niander of the St. Davi^ in 1669, at the time fir John 
Harman hoilled his flag on board her as rear-admiral of 
the fquadron on the Mediterranean flation. In 1670 he 
was c€nK>ved into the Eafl India Merchant, and in the 
following year into the Phoenix. In 1673 he yas a{v- 
pointed, by prince Rupert, who had bpen hi? firft patron, 
to be fecond captain of the Sovereign, the (hip on board 
which he had himfelf hoifted his iiag as commander-in- 
chief of the fleet. After ibe conclufion of the war he 'was, 
.€>Q the 30th of July 1674, mafle commander of the Portf- 
iiK)uth yacht, and appears neyer aftefwards ta h^ve quitted 
this line of fervice. In 1 676 he removed into the Charlpjs 
yacht ; and from thence, on the 5th of September in thp 
following year, into the Charlotte yacht. On the 22d 
of Odober 1681, he was recommiflioned to the fame 



* P. ^i^ 
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vcflfel ; and on the 31 ft of Aug. 1 68a, was aopointcd to the 
Fubbs. After the acceflion of James the oecond he was^ 
on the ayth of March 1685, re-appointed to the fame 
veflel. After quitting this command he appears to have 
retired from the fervice ahogether, as he was ftili living, 
and uneinployedy at the time of king William's death. 

WERDEN,orWOERDEN, Robert,— was appointed 
lieutenant of the Advice in the year 1663 ; of the Ply- 
inouth, and afterwards of the Slothany (a Dutch prize) m 
^665 ; and of the Norwich in the following year. In 1669 
he was promoted to the command of the William hired 
ihip of war, and of the Falcon frigate in 16)0. He was 
ordered immediately afterwards to the Mediterranean, in 
company with fir William Jennings in the Princefs, who 
was commodore, to convoy thither a fleet of eighty mer- 
chant fhips. Contrary winds detained them in port till 
the 3iftof January following: but after this firft detention 
they had experienced they reached their deftination with- 
out one adverle accident. He continued on the Medi- 
terranean ftation fome time, as we find him failing from 
Leghorn, in company with fir W. Poole, for Zant, on the 
t9th of June 1671 , as convoy to a fleet bound from thence 
to Turkey* On his arrival from the Streights, in 16729 
he was removed into the Yarmouth, and fent into the 
Baltic *. On his return from thence the enfuing fpring 
he was promoted to the Henrietta, and Angularly diftin- 
guifhed himfelf in the zStion which took place between 
the Englifli and Dutch fleets on the 28th of Mav 1673. 
In prince Rupert's account of the adion, captain Werden 
is faid to have been among the number of captains flain. 
And it has been thus related by all hiilorians who thought 
themfelves, we fuppofe, perfefily fafe in reporting a hSk 
from information generally deemed the moft authentic 
exifting. He certainly was not killed, as there are feveral 
letters of his (till extant of a much later date ; from thefe 
we learn he was prefent in the fecond adion, which took 



* The duke of Kichmond, ambaflador-extraordinary from Charlei 
^be Second to the court of Denmark, died in confequence of a cold 
he took in pafling from this (hip (whither be had been on a vifit) to 
^IGnore, in the mouth of December 167a. 

place 
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place on the 4th of June * ^ and in the third, fought on the 
i^th of Auguft following. On the 17th of September 
lix J.<An Narbort^ugh hoilted his flag on board this fhip aft 
rear-admiral of .the red; but holtilities having nearly 
ceafed nothing worth commemorating in the life of eithei* 
took place during the fpace of fifteen months* We find 
\\xn to have been employed as a cruifer in the Channel 
at the time ot'king Charles's excwrfion to Portfmouth ia 
ibe month of June. In Odober fir John Narborough^ 
paving received his commiflion as commander-in-chief of 
the fleet deftined for the Mediterranean fervice'^ hoifled his 
flag on board the Henrietta. She failed for the Streights 
^n the 5th of November following. Captain Werderi 
fiill continued her commander, and appears to have pof- 
lefled^iii a high" degree, the efteem ot his admiral, who 

Jemained on board the fame (hip till the 28th of Decern- 
er 1675^ at which time the fhifted his flag into the 
Harwich. Here our information, relative to captain 
Werden, ceafes ; on which account we can only repeat 
riiat forrow we have already, on fimilar occauons, {9 
iicjuently exprefled. 



1670. 

ANGUISH, William,— was made lieutenant of the 
Antelope in 1666, and of the Forefight in 1669* I& 
l6'j9 he was promoted to the command of the Deptfonf 
ketch, and was rc-commiflioned to the fame vetrd on the 
i5th of May 1674. On the oth of April 1677 he was 
Appointed lieutenant of the Woolwich, and on the i8th 
of April in the following year (1678) was promoted to 
the command of the Swan frigate ; what became of hiiA 
after this time we know not. 

* Tiicrc is a mod pleaGng and unaffeflcd modcAy runs through the 
.feveral MS accounts of tbefe alliens given by captain Werden, who ap- 
pears to have united the diffidence o\ youth witn all the prudence and 
intrepidity that could adorn a commander of the highefi rank. ' 

t Being then at Malta. 

.DAWSON, 
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DAWSON, John, — ferved as lieutenant of the Defi- 
ance in 1666, and in 1670 was promoted to the command 
of the Tnielove firefliip. On the commencement of the 
fecond Dutch war in 1672 he was taten, by fir Robert 
Holmes, to ferve on board his flag (hip, the St. Michael, 
as firif lieutenant. In 1673, after having, for a fliort 
time, ferved as fecond lieutenant of the fame fliip, he was 
promoted to the command of the Advice* Thi« appears 
to have been his laft appointment. 

KEENE, John, — was made lieutenant of the Dotrer 
in 1668. In 1670 he was advanced to be firft lieuteoiartt 
of the Affiftance. In a very Ihort time afterwards he wjsbs 
promoted to be captain of the Welcome. In 1673 tie 
was advanced to theStavoreen Dutch prize, and was from 
thence very foon removed into the Yarmouth. 

LONDON, Richard,— ferved as lieutenant of the Old 
James, and afterwards of the Royal James, in 1665. In 
1667 ^^ ^^^ appointed to the fame ftation on board the 
Monmouth; and was again removed, in 1669, into the 
Refolution. In the following year he was promoted, by 
fir Thomas Allen, commander-in-chief in the Streights, 
to command the Guernfey, as fucceflbr to captain Ailing- 
ton who was killed in the aftion with the Algerines. In 
the following year he was promottd to the Montague, and 
in 1672 was removed into the Norwich. He long con- 
tinued commander of this fliip, as we find him, in the 
month of April 1675, on the Irifh ftation, bringing into 
Kinfale the St. Peter of Hamburgh, a part of whofe crew 
had mutinied and poITefTed themfelves of the veflel, after 
having murdered the captain. We do not find any men- 
tion made of captain London after this time. 

STEELE, John, — is known only as having been ap- 
pointed commander of the John (probably an hired veftel 
of war) in 1670. 

WRIGHT , Lawrence, — ^w^s appointed lieutenant of 
the Baltimore in 1665, of the Royal Charles in .1666; 
the Conftant Warwick in 1667, and of the Old James, 
the Viftory, and the Sovereign in 1668. The firft war 
with Holland having been concluded fome tiine before^ 
and the profpeft of a frefti one witli France totally dif- 
appearing foon after, Mr. Wright continued unemployed 
upwards of twelve months i but in the beginning of the 

year 
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yezt 1670 was appdinted lieutenant of the Newcaftle. 
When this Ihlp was, in September following, ordered to 
the Strcishts, Rlr. Wright was promoted to be firft lieu- 
tenant of the Mary ; and being foon afterwards removed 
into the Prince, was, before the concluflon of the year, 
promoted to the command of the Nonfuch *. On the 
7th of January 1672 he was removed into the Antelope; 
and again, on the 28th of January 1675, into the Phoenix. 
A rupture with France being again expelled, he was, on 
the 27th of March 1678, appointed fecond captain of the 
Charles ynder fir John Holmes, who had the day before 
hoifted his flag on board her as rear-admiral of the fleet 
ordered to be equipped to obferve the motions of the 
enemy. The impending florm of war again giving way 
to the ferenity of peace, and the fleet being confequently 
difmantled, captain Wren was made commander of the 
Vnicom, a guardfliip at Chatham. On the 27th of May 
1679 he was appointed to the Referve, and fent, with 
captain Talbot in the Mary rofe, to convoy out our 
Newfoundland fleet. This (hip being paid off on her 
. return, captain Wright had no larther command till the 
19th of June 1682, when he was appointed to the Mary 
jachtr Immediately after this time he experienced two 
very rapid removals, the firft, on the 29th of July follow- 
ing, into the John and Alexander; and again, on the 8th 
of Auguft, into the Golden Horfe. After the acceflion 
of king James he was re-appointed, by that monarch, to 
his old (hip, the Mary yacht. On the 6th of March 
1686-7 he was removed into the Forcfight. The duke 
of Albemarle being appointed governor of Jamaica, cap- 
tain Wright was made captain of the Affiftance, the (hip 
defiined to convey his grace to the Weft Indies. They 
failed on the 12th of September, and, after fome detention 
by contrary winds, arrived fafe at Jamaica. The duke 
did not long furvive his arrival ; and captain Wright, who 
had carried him, when living, to his government, had 
alfo the melancholy honour of conveying his dead body 
back to England. He arrived at Plymouth on the 22d of 

* In an official piper, prcfcaccd to the houfe of cofniB€ms by fir 
R. Rich| on the sd of February 1698-9, we find him &0I to have takea 
taok as captain till the 8th of February 167ft, 

May 
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May i689> and found the political ftateof England won- 
derlully and happily altered, fmce the time of his departure 
from England ; James the Second, his former fovereign 
and original patron a fugitive and in exile, and his place, 
as it is well known to all, fupplied by the prince of Orange, 
now almoft univerfally acknowledged king of Great 
Briuin, by the name of William the Third- Tho- 
roughly acquiefcing in this change, he was immediate4jr 
and cordially received into the favour of his new fovereign, 
and on the 2ifl of December following was appointed 
captain of the Mary of fixty-two guns, and commodore 
or commander-in-chief of an expedition fent to the Weft 
Indies, for the better fecurity of our own polFeflions in 
that part of the world, and the greater annoyance of the 
French who had long fince commenced hoflilities, under 
pretence of Aipporting the (hattered caufe of the baaifhed 
monarch. The fquadron, confiding of eight fmall (hips 
of the line, two frigates, two fire{hips, and a ketch, did not 
fail from Plymouth till the eighth of March ; but, not- 
withftanding commodore Wright was encumber^ with a 
nupnerous fleet of merchant fhips, which, together with 
his fquadron, were difperfed in a gale of wind foon aft^r 
they cleared the Channel; and although many of his (hips 
had fuftained confiderable damage in their malls and rig* 

fing, they arrived in fafety at Barbadoes on the nth of 
4ay, but with crews much diminiihtd by ficknefs and 
fatigue. The recovery of his people was, of courfe, the 
firft thing to be attended to by the comqiodore. This 
being accompliihed, and a confiderable body of volunteers 
raifed in aid of the expedition at all the different iflands in 
the poiTeflion of the Engiifli, the armament failed from 
St. Nevis on the 19th of June, and "arrived at Frigate's 
Bay, in the Ifland of St. Chriftopher's, the firft deltined 
objed of their attack, on the following day. The troops 
being landed on the 21ft, about one in the morning, pof- 
feifed themfelves of the enemy's entrenchments by noon 
the next day, after two fmart conflids, in which the 
Englifh loft one hundred and thirty men killed and wound- 
ed. About eleven the following day commodore Wright 
got under weigh with his fquadron, intending to attack 
the town and forts of BalFeterre ; but the French fayed him 
that trouble by abandoning both on his approach, and re- 
tiring 
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tiring tothc mountains affer having firft fet the town on 
fire. Aconnderable part of it was^ however, happilj 

Sreferved. With this good omen of future fuccefs the 
cet (ailed on the a4th to affift in the farther redu<3ion of 
the ifland» and in the evening anchored in Old Road. On 
the 30th the principal fort, which ftill remained in the 
pofleffion of the enemy, was inveftcd in form by the army ; 
and on the following day commodore Wright proceeded, 
with feven of the two decked (hips of his fquadron, to 
cannonade the front next the fea, in order to create a 
diverdon that might facilitate the operations on (hore. 
As they were not able to ufe their lower tire, and the upper 
deck guns producing but little eifedl againft the walls of 
the fort, this mode of ^irault was afterwards difcontinued. 
But the attack by land, feconded by the adidance of the 
' fleet, from which a large body of feamen had been landed 
with artillery for the batteries, was puthed on fo briikly,that 
tlie enemy defired to capitulate on the 12th, and finally 
delivered up the fort on the i6th. After this fpcedy con- 
queft commodore Wright, having taken on board a de- 
tachment of the army under fir Timothy Thomhill, failtd 
for St. Euftatia, «where the troops were landed on the 
29th. On the 20th the enemy defired a parley to fettle 
the terms of capitulation; biHt it was very quickly broken 
of£ on account of their extravagant demands. The 
Mary, on board which (hip commodore Wright himfelf 
was, together with the Succefs, the Princefs Ann, and the 
Eriftol, having anchored within gun-(hot of the fort on the 
2iti, and a battery on (hore being completed on the ijfi* 
the enemy a fecond time begged a truce, and on the 25th 
furrcndcrcd the fort and ifland, on the fame terms that had 
been ^n<nted at St. Chriitophcr's without a gun being fired 
on either fide. Thus far the commodore is allowed, on 
9II hands, to have behaved with the moil becoming Tpirk, 
prudence, and aflivity. On the 26th the fquadron returned 
to St. ChriUophcr's; and having taken on board the guns 
which had been landed for the. batteries, raifed againfl 
Charles tort, ir was determined, in a general council of 
war, that, as the hurricane feafon was now faft approach-^ 
ing, and the army confide rably weakened by ficknefsp 
cffcnlive operations (houfd be difcontinued till the troops 
were, in fume degree^ recovered, and the weather became 

more 
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more favourable to any future enterprize or expedition 
they might undertake. In purfuance of this retolutioi% 
than whichy confidering all the circumftances, nothipg 
could have been more proper, the fleet failed on the 
ad of Auguft for Antjgua> where, having landed the -fol- 
dierSy and pul them into proper quarters of refrefliment, 
it departed for Barbadocs and arrived in perfeft fafety 
on the 13th. The foldiers being confiderably recovered, 
and the proper feafon approaching for re-commencing 
their operations, the fleet returned to Antigua on the 6th 
of O£toben Difappointed^in his hope of meeting general 
Codrington Aere; captain Wright failed for Su Chrido- 
pher, where it was determined, in a council of war pur- 
pofely held, to attack Guadaloupe without delay. While 
the neceflfary preparations were making for the expedition, 
he very wnexpeftedly received orders to return to England 
with a coqfidcrable part of his fquadron. 

Arriving at Carlifle bay, in fiarbadoes, on the 30th of 
December, he began to put his Ihips in the beft ftate for 
return his refources would permit him; but ere he had 
procured a fuSicient quantity of pravifions for that pur- 

!>ojfe, and of which he was, on his arrival, much in want, 
econd orders arrived revoking thofe he had before received 
for his return, and direfling the farther prolecution of his 
before intended enterprise. His fquadron was by this 
time much reduced both in numbers and in its (late of 
equipment : h? had bcenfobliged to fend two of his (hips 
to Jamaica, and two more, by different routes, to convoy 
two feparate fleets of merchant fhips to England, fo that 
it now confifted of no more than fix (hips of war and a 
firefliip, all which, except the htter, had received confi- 
derable damage, from the length ot fervicc fince they had 
been docked, from temfC luous weather, and froni the 
enemy*. To repair this diminifhed force, the commo- 
dore, who, at leait at this period of his command, appears 

• The Mary (the ccnnmodorc's (liip) of fixty-two guns, had fprung 
her forcmaft : the Afliftancc of forty-eighr, had loft the h<^o of her 
main-mafl by a twcntv-four pound Ibot, and was leaky : the Briftol 
of the fame force, hail fprung her forc-maft and wa$ alfo leaky : the 
Tygct of forty-fix gpnt was under a jury^maio-maft: and the Hamp- 
Sure and Antciopc, of the fame force, had botli of them fprung their 
main-mads. 

Vol. I. Y to 
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to have been aftuated by a truly honed zeal for the honotir 
of his country^ hired into the fervice fix (lout merchant 
fhips, one of which mounted forty guns, two fix-and- 
thirty, and three thirty guns each. On the I2th of 
January a fleet of viduallers arrived under convoy of the 
Jcrfey. With this reinforcement and relief he failed for 
Nevis and the Leeward iflands on the I2th of February; 
but a mifunderilandingy which is faid to have arifen be* 
tween general Codrington^ the commander-in-chief by 
land, and the commodore, proved the bane, the dcftnic- 
tioQ of the whole enterpnze. In confequence of the 
delays occafloned by it, the fqu^dron did not proceed on 
the expedition till the 21 ft of March, and it having been 
refolved, in a council, to attack firlt, the fmall and infig- 
nificant ifland of Marigalante, which lay near Guada- 
loupe, nine hundred men were landed upon it under the 
command of colonel Nott, who- having quickly poflTefled 
themfelves of the town and fort, ravaged the country, and 
lived, as it were, uoon free quarter for fome days, till the 
arrival of general Codrington, when it was refolved to re- 
fume the attack on Guadaloupe in good earned. The 
troops accordingly reimbarked on the tenth of April, and 
on tne 21ft of tne fame month, made good their landing 
at the place of their dcftination. Their progrefs, how- 
ever, owing to the fuperior ftrengih of the enemy, and the 
different face of the country, which was remarkably well 
adapted to obftinate defence, was not fo unoppofed and 
rapid Hs it had been at Marigalante. They had made but 
little impreflion when it was currently reported, on the 
14th of may, that eleven French fhips of war, under the 
command of a rear*admiral, had arrived off the iiland^ 
Commodore Wright, out of condition as his (hips were, 
inftantly put to fea in fearch of the enemy,, and got fo 
near them as aftually to chace, for a coniiderable time, 
fix ftiips, among which was that of their commander-in- 
chief. The French fhips, being juft off the Ground,^ 
efcaped by their fuperiority in failing. The appearance 
of this fquadron ♦, which was fuppofed to be that of Monf- 



• It ij aflerted by fome that this force wis afterwards found to coo- 
lift of only two fhips of the liiic^ the reft bciog frigates^ tranfpdrtS} 
and other fmall veflcU. 

De 
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Dc tafle coming from Martinico to the relief of Gua- 
daloupe, necefTarily induced the convocation of a general 
council) in which it was unanimoufly agreed to abandon 
th6 idea of future conqueil and quit the HIand. This 
^as accordingly done in the courfe of the enfuing nighty 
and commodore Wficht, afttr the efcape of the French, 
having bore up for Marigatante, a fecond council was 
Called, both of land and fea officers. In this it was rc- 
folved", in confequence of a fudden ^nd malignant 
diftemper having broke out among the lhip*s companies 
and foldiers^ as well as the general ilUequipment and in- 
ferior force of the fquadron^ when compared to that of 
the French faid to have newly arrived from Europe^ that 
ail the (hips fhould return to Barbadoes except the Ante- 
lope and Jerfey, which wcfe fent to convoy general 
Codrington, and part of the troops^ to Antigua; Com- 
modore Wright, in a very few days after his arrival in 
Carlifle Bay, was feized with a violent indifpofition, 
which, according to the opinion of his phyficians,* ren- 
dered it indifpcnfibly neceffary for hiraN to returh to 
Europe. This mulady has been, by fome perfons, treated 
as a mere pretence to quit a command, in which his 
latter inadivity is faid to have expofed him to tntich 
cenfure. 

The depredations committed oti our commerce 
by the French privateei's, during the time commodore 
Wright was in the Weft Indies, appear to have iirft roufed 
and afterwards cherished thofe complaints^ which, in all 
probability, caufed him to bt laid aUde, after his return to 
England. If thefe had conftituted the only part of the 
charge againft him, loud as they ihight have beeni it is 
xeafonable to fuppofe they would not have been fuccefsful ; 
but it appears rather hard to make a charge of negled: 
againft a commander Cent on a particular expedition, and 
to which he is confined, by his orders, principally 
to attend^ becaufe the enemy is too fuccefsful in injuring 
our commerce by the piratical warfare committed by petty 
privateers. An injury effe£lt*d it a diftance where it is im*^ 
poflible for him to extend hi$ protection, without abandon^ 
ing^ or, at leaft, neglcfting the fervice on which he was fpe*^ 
cially fent. It is certain, indeed, a confidcrable mifundcij- 
ftanding latterly prevailed between the general and himfelfi 
/uch aa aecident is always detrimental, and^ not i^ifre- 

Y a quentlyi 
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quently, fatal to the enterprise. On thefe occafions it is 
certain one of the parties muft always be to blame, and 
the voice of the people generally makes fure of not fuf- 
fering the gurilty perfon to efcape, by condemning both* 
Lediard has inferted two letters, one from a colonel 
Farmer, the other from a Mr. Reid, both of whom ^PP^^ 
to have been members of the council at Barbadoes. 1 hey 
are both .v^ry warm, and, indeed, violent in their cenfure 
of Mr. Wright ; but, from many expreflltons, we are led 
to believe their opinions too much warped by perfonal 
lofles, or fome other private caufe, to place on implicit 
confidence in the candour and judice oi their charges** 
It has been faid, but without the fmalleft foundation, iar 
as we have been able to difcover, that the commodow 
was put under lan- arred foon after his retora to Carlifle 
Bay, and fent home a prifoner. There femain not the 
fmalleft traces of any trial, or even enquiry into his con- 
du&, which moft certainly would have taken place had dt<l 
former part of the {lory been true# The only puniihipeiit 
that was infli6led on him for bis fuppofed ina&ivity W9% 
that he was no longer employed. Hc> however, was contl« 
sued on the lift of naval commanders, and on the acqeflion 
ef queen Anne, in 1702, wasapj^oioted commiifioner of 
the navy,rer]dentatKinfale;andaftercontinuingthefe many 
years with much credit, wa^, in 1713, appointed a» extra 
commiftioner of the navy in England. He is faid to have 
died at Chatham, but in what year is not pofitivcly known. 
After all the various charges thrown out againft this gpn^ 
tleman, it probably would have been nearer truth to have 
imputed the moft ofienfive part of his condu£k to want of 
ability, ratherthan wilfnl ne^led; and to have faid that bis 
higheft crime was undertakmg a charge too extenfive for 
men poireifed not of the foundeft, and moft penetrating 
judgment. 

• •« Though great maittert were talked of here, before he (Ac 
f ommodore) went, at of takiog and deOrovipg all the French iflaa^ 
in a (hort time ; yet ulking is all that ha» oitherto heen done, exoe^ 
the taking a fmall fiflicr-boai." Ext. Col. Farrtcr'i Letter. 



• ** Our admiral, of whom we are like to be happily rid, liaa heea 
'extremely ikrtfiful in their majefly's fcrvicc,''— Ext. Mr. Rdd% 
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BBSTON, William, — is to he remertibered only as 
having been appoiatcd commander of the Affurance, . a 
6fth rate of forty guns, in the year 167 1. 

DAY, Richard, — was appointed lieutenant of the 
Gloucefter in 1664, of the Montague in 1668, and the 
Aflunince in ^6ro. In 1671 he was promoted to the 
command of the Bezan ketch. On the i6th of January 
1677*8, he wa^ appointed captain of the Merlin yacht. 
His name 4€»e5 not again oc<ur. 

FRIENDj Richaiid, — ^is known only as haviDg com- 
iBande4 the Ann of Portfoxouth^ hired fhip of war, in 
1671. 

HURST, .-i-The name of this gentleman occurs 

a0 commaoder of the Revenge in the year 167 1 . At th^ 
time this ihip returned from the Streights with fir Edward 
Spraggf, his name is not- inferted in the lift of naval com- 
Aianders, nor are we acquainted with any farther particu* 
lars relative to him \ but our certainty of his having com<- 
manded the (hip abpve-mentioned, warrants us in the inr 
feriioo of bis name here. 

JLE NEVE, Richfird, — ^waa a geotleman probably of 
jFrench extra^ion. He ferved as lieutenant, firft of the 
^yQn and afterwards of the Centurion, in i666. He 
iejrv^ in the fam^ ftation on board the Yarmouth in the 

ifear >668, and in the following year on board the Swal* 
ow. 101671 he was made captain of the Phoenix ; from 
which /hip he was, in 1672, removed into the Plymouth, 
9^4 w.a» in the following year promoted, by prince 
Rupert, to command the Edgar. He did not long fur« 
yive tbi9 mark of his htghneiis's favour; but gallantly 
proving how well he had merited his patronage, was 
vnfqrtun^tely flain in the engagement with the Dutch. 
fleet, fought on the i ith of Auguft in the fame year. He 
yrarbuHed.in Weftminfter^abbey, where a neat monument 
Wa^ >re^cl to hi? memory bearing the following in«> 
/ . .• : fcription^ 
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fcription, a modeft, and, at the fame time, elegant abv 
ftrad of his naval life and Charafter. 

Here lycth the body of 

Richard I^e Neve, £f(|uire. 

Who, after feveral engagements for his majedies fervice. 

Wherein he behaved himfelf with honour and applaufe. 

Being appointed commander of his majefties inip 

The Edgar, 
Was unfortunately killed in the floycr of his age. 

Being but 27 yeares om. 

After he had/ignfalifed his valour, to admiration. 

In that fliarp engagement virith the Hollanders, 

Which happened on the nth of Auguft 1673. 

NUGENT, Dominick,-*?was appointed lieutenant of 
fhe Lyon in 1665 ; and, in i668» was removed into the 
Revenge^ at tha^ time fir Edward Spragge's flag fhip, as 
commander-in-chief in the Downes. When fir Edward 
was, in the following year, appointed vice-adfniral of the 
fleet intended to be fent to the Medrterranean under fir 
Thomas Allen, he procured Mr. Nugent, of whofe abili- 
ties he had formed great expefiations, to be appointed his 
firft lieuten:)nt. The execution of the meditated attack 
on the Afgerine (hipping in Bugia Bay, on the ad of May 
1671, was confided to him by his admiral ; and, notwith- 
ftanding the failure of the attempt, he appears to have 
proved himfelf, in every refpeft, worthy the truft repofed 
m him. All the boats of the fleet, together with the 
Eagle firefhip, were put under his command. The hour 
fixed upon for the attack was twelve o'clock at night. It 
being exceflively dark, and the high land, under which 
the ibips lay, preventing their being diftinAly fcen, the 
boats rowed pail them ; but iieutwiaiit Nugent quickly 
finding he had overlhot his objed^ refolv^ to proceed 
with his boats only^ sind leave tlie fireihip without, till he 
had more accurately difcovered where ibould be his point 
of attack. On his quitting the firefliip he left pofitivii 
orders with her command, r to come to an anchor, incaft 
he ftiould find himfelf ia ihoal water. He had fcarcety 

$ lilted her a minute when he found himfelf within piflol 
ot of the enemy. Inftantly^ returning to the £a|^e be 
^und her, to -his utter acpazement, le^ o» fifp. Thia. 
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tfiftakey or accident^ for it is not decided to which of theft 
caures it is to be attributed, having alarmed the enemjf*^ ^ 
annihilated every profpeft of fuccefs, and Mr. Nugent waf 
conipelled to row off with the utmoft expedition. Thus^ 
as Campbell obferves, did this promifing advantage 
vanifli> which had given hopes of burning all the Aleerine 
fliips without the lofs of a man. The condud 01 Mr. 
Nugent, through the whole bufinefs, having been tho- 
roughly approved of by his admiral, he was app .intej 
commander of the Advice ; and this (hip having returned 
to England for repair foon after, he was re-appointed t^ ■. 
her, when completed, on the 1 3th of January 1672. In 
the following year he waspromoted, by prince Rupen, to 
command the Fairfax. This (hip being put out of com* 
mi(fion foon after, in confequence of peace being con- 
cluded with the Dutch, he had no farther appointment till 
the 30th of January 1677-S, when he was made com- 
mander of the boats at Chatham. On the 29th of July 
1682 he was appointed to the Thomas and Catherine. 
He was removed from this (hip on the 8th of Auguft fol- 
lowing into the John and Alexander*. On the itth of 
June 1685 he was made^aptainof the Charles galley; his 
commiirion having been revoked foon after, he was re*ap« 
pointed to the fame veifel on the ^oth of Auguft follow- 
ing, and was removed into the Relerve on the 27th of the 
enfuing month. After this time v^ have 00 account of 
him. 

PEARCE, Edward,— was, in 1671, made commander 
of the Portfmouth (loop ; from which veiiel he was, in the 
following year, promoted to the Roebuck ; and, in 1673, 
removed into the Nightingale, as fucceflbr to captain 
Harris* He was unfortunately loft, on the Goodwin 
Sands, in a violent ftorm which happened on the 1 6th of 
January folk>wing. Captain Pearce had the day before 
captured ff Dutch privateer of twelve guns, which was 
loft, together with his own (hip. Thirty of the feamen^ 
with the lieutenant, and about the fame number of Dutch- 
men, were, notwith(hnding the violence of the gale, faved 
by the; intrepidity and perleverance of the boatmen from 
Margate. 

^ ^ » » * ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ m, . ^ 

^ Beth whisH were, ifi all probabittcy, hired fliipt of war. 

Y 3 ROWLANDSON, 
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, ROWLANDSON, Francis,— wait appointed 

tnaixler of the Lenox in 1671. 

. " TEMPLE, Jobo^ — was the only fon of Peter Temple, 
of Temple in the county of Lcicefter, who was lineally 
.defcended from Leurio, or Leofric, earl of Chefter, and 
the famous lady Godina. He was appointed .lieutenant 
of the Houfe de Swrten as early as the year i66o. We 
i£nd nothing farther of him tiU the year 1665, when he 
"was made lieutenant of the Condant Catherine. He was 
not promoted to the rank of commander till the year 1671, 
when he was appointed to the Drake, Early in the fol- 
lowing year he was removed into the Nfermaid, and had 
the good fortune, in the month of Auguft, to capture a 
.very vahiable Dutch prize off the Texeh On the 9th of 
.Augufl 1673^ he was appointed commandenaf the Adven- 
ture. .We bear nothing- more of him till the 29th of 
.March 1675^ when he was made captain of the Quaker 
.ketch. He did notv howeveri retain thi$ command longt 
teihg promoted to th« Dartmonth On the aad of April 
following. ; On the loth of March 1677 8 he was ap- 
pointed captain of^ the Jerfey ; and, on the 19th of Juifc 
i6ioj of ttie Sweepftakes. H^ hi^ no farther apppint- 
.mcnf till after the ^ceffion of ki^g James the Second, 
when he was,. on the nth of June 1685, made commander 
of the Mary Rofe. We have been able to learn no faN 
thcr particulars relative to ^his gentleman, except that, 
on the 6th of September following, he was re-appointed 
to the fameveffel*. 



• The riartle df JoFin TtfropTc occurs in the navy lift on the iith 
-of September 1689 ; we cannot decide whether he is the fame gentle* 
mm. The name of (he (hip to which he wu appointed is not ^ivea, 
nor are any farther partrtnlars given relative to him, except fbat» 10 th^ 
margin, there is^t}|e fplluwing memof andum, "jic«i/tfri«^^»'*whid| 
may probably mcaa tbat be Dcvcx was employed as a f oft capcaia aft^ 
the revolutioii. 
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ANDREWS, Thomas, — was appointed lieutenant of 
the Princefs in 1670. In 1672 he was made commandc*" 
of the Katherine irreOiip, and in the following year was 
removed into the Faulcon. 

ARCHER, John,-T-was, in 1672, made captain of the 
St. Andrew ot fixty-frx guns, and was re-appointcd to tlw 
fame fhip in the following year. 

BIRD, Matthew. — ^was^appointed, by prince Rupert^ 
commander of the Leopard nrefliip in 167a. 
. BIRCH, Anguftus, — was, at the fame time, made 
captain of the Royal Efcape, 

JSORTHWICK, Richard, — was appointed com* 
mander of the Speedwell in i572. On the i8th of Sep^ 
tember 1677 ^^ ^^ taken, by fir John Narborough, at 
.that time commander-in-chief in the Mediterraneaa, . to 
be firft lieutenant on board his fliip^the Plymoutlu Thft 
admiral was fo well faiisfied with his condud, that hm 
promoted him, on the 8th of Oftober following, to be- 
commandcr of the Pearl. He had nc^ other appointment 
till the iftof June 1681, when he was made commander 
of the Gloucefter hulk. On the agth of July following 
he was removed into the Cadle guard-fhip ; and, on the 
9th of June 1685, was re-appoimcd, by kiitg James the 
Second, to command the fame veffel. 

BOSWELL, Edward, — was appointed commander of 
the Little Lyon fireftiip in 1672* 

BURDICK, John,— commanded the Dartmouth firc-t 
flilpin 1672. 

BURTuK, Cafibe Caln^ — ^was made lieutenant of 
the Warfpight in 1666, of the Referve in 1668, of the 
the Greenwich in 1670, and of the Warfpight in the be-- 
ginning of the year 1672. He was very (Son promdted 
fo the command of the Drake, and before the conclufion 
of the fame year was removed into the Holmes. On the 
Ijthof Noventber 1673 he was made captain of the Hamp^ 
4 ihirei 
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0iire ; and, laftly , on the 1 5th of June 1 674, of the Gallic 
frigate. 

CANNING, George, — ^was appointed lieotenant of 
the Ruby in id6&, and of the Kent in 1669. In 167a 
ke was pnomoted to the command of the Sweepftakes, an4 
was foon afterwards removed into the Diamond. In the 
month of September 1673 he was made captain of the 
PoTtrand. We hear no more of him till we find him ap- 

E minted, in the year 1677, to the James eallcy frigate, 
e was unfortunately flain, on the 28th of Odober m the 
£ime year, in an engagement with an Algerine frigate *. 

CHAMBERLIN, Thomas, — was appointed, by 
prtnce Rupert, commander of the I>ragon frigate in the 
year 1672, and greatly fignalifed himfelf, on the 25th of 
September tn the fame year, in an a£lion with two Dutch 
vrivateers. Captain Chamberlin was laying, with a 
lieef of merchantfhips under his convoy, under the Berry 
Head, when the enemy's fliips, one mounting e^htecn^ 
the other twenty.four guns, ftood in towards'hrm, in hopes 
of lecuring fome of the ihips under his charge. Cham- 

*- In juflice to his, u well at captain Hamihon't, gaflaauy, we 
Wf< thought it neceflary to tnfert the fol lowing accMint of the sdioir, 
w given in a letter frooi Cadiz, dated Nov. the 3d^ 1677. 

^ The a8tb ptfi the Portrmoutk frigate gave chace toan Algerint 
mmk of war, mounting thii ty-eight or forty }(unt, but could carry fifty. 
Their firing gave the alarm to the other frigates that were at anchoc 
m Tangier Bay, who immediately put themfelTCt under fi|i]. The 
A^etint was one of the befl failert thofe people had : ihe was com* 
anoied by a rcnegado of Lnbeek, and, so all probability, wosld have 
t(c«pcd, had it noi been for the diligence and braveiy of capaaiii 
Canning and captain Hamilton, ccMnmanders of the Charles and 

tines Irigates, who, coming up with the Turk, laid him both on 
if d. The Turks being made defperaie by the encoun^meni of their 
captain, who, as a renegado, could expcd no quarter, and by the foice 
•I* braody, of which they had as inuch aa they would drink, a calk 
WiVig lafhcd to the main-mafi, maintained the fight flootly i but tli^ 
£ngli(b foon obliged them to quit their upper deck and betake them« 
lelves to their gun deck, which they maintained about an hour longer; 
tmi when all thetr ^reat suns were difmounted, and they could make 
a« moae ufe of their fimall Ihot, thcv threw cannon flmt out of their 
M9i*bolesinto the Englifli boats, which hurt fome of our men. The 
Tuffk being taken, the captain and above one hundred and fixty men 
were found (Iain, and a great many wounded. Of the Englifh, cap^ 
t«n Cannini^ was killed^ and about twenty or thirty men ktUed anj 
vpunded*** 

berlia 
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jberlin immediately got under weigh to ireet them. Th^ 
engagement began about four o'clock in the afternoon ; 
•but after two or three broadfides, one of the privateerg 
having received confiderablc damage^ fell to leeward. 
The Dragon having now only one antagonift to contend 
with, would foon have captured her, but that night quickly 
coming on, with very thick weather, fhe cut away her 
boat, and by crowding all the fail flie could carry, effected 

• her e(cape. Captain Chamberlain now bore down upon 
the difabled confort, who "was ftill laying at a fmall diftance 

•to leeward. The Dutchman rendered, as it fliould feem, 
•dcfperate by the flight of his companion, refufed to fub* 
mit, but was quickly punifhed for his too defperate ralh«> 

• ncfs, being lent to the bottom in a very fliort time after 
'the adion had rc-eommenced. In the following year 
•the operation of the Tcft A& unfortunately deprived hiB 

country of captain Chamberlin's future fervice. Having 
been bred a Catholic, and continuing very ftedfaft in diat 
perfuafion, he chofe rather to quit his profefiion than hit 
religion. 

Collins, Richard,— was appointed to the Robeit 
firelhip in the year 1672, 

DAWSON, Matthew, — ^was made commander of the 
Succefs firelhip in 1672; he was from thence removed 
into the Thomas and Edward firelhip in 16^3. He had 
no farther appointment till the 7ih otMay 1078, when lie 
was made commander of the opanilh Merchant, alfo a 
firelhip. 

ERNLEY, or ERNLE, fir John,— was made lieute- 
nant of the Rainbow in 1664, of the Hamplhirein 16709 
and of the Rupert in 1671. This laft commiflron was 
conferred upon him by fir Edward Spragge, under whofe 
command he at that time was, in the Mediterranean. He 
is fatd * to have been appointed comptroller of the navy oa 
the 23d of June in the lame year, as iucceflbr to fir Thomas 

* An tppoinnnent almoft too finsalar to be credited, 10 tlie ia« 
ibace of an officer fo young in ilie Terviee : the fad, however, it {% 
nnleft it be proved, (and #e have not, aa yer, been «ble to diicofver 
any thing 10 induce focb a fuppofition,) that there were two^perfonsoF 
«be fame name, and rank exiffin^ at that time* W« €nd a brAValtor 
£mley, of New Sarum, Wiltihire» created a baronet oo the ad of 
fcbniaiy Mi 9 pirttbly the brother of thifgeatleiBaB« 

Allen, 
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ABeiiy with a falary of $qqL a year. He was about tbit 
time promoted to the command of the Dover; from which 
ihip he was, before the conclufion of the year^ removed 
into the Revenge. When prince Rupe/t was^ in 1673, 
appointed admiral and commander-in-ichief of the fleet, 
he promoted ilr John to be captain of the Henry a feoond 
late^ a mark of favour he very foon after proved hii»felf 
to have highly deferved, being one of the thirfeea bra^ 
commanders who, towards the latter end of the ei^^age* 
ment with the Dutcby on the 1 ifh of Auguft in the fadie 
year> fupported his new patron in »vinoft diiUngiuflied 
manner, when attacked by Oe Ru^fer with hk whote dU 
I vifion, and as many other fhipt a's he could colled from 
Banckert's fqnadron, which the ioadlivity of the French had 
iuSered to reinforce hhn» The w^ ended, as tt weM» 
with this a&ion. On Hie 21 ft of July 1674 he was ap- 
pointed commander of the Forefighn We hear nothing 
laxthcT of him till the 2d of April 1677, when he was made 
captain of the Woolwich ; and, on the 14th of September 
following, was dominated one of the commifiioBertf for 
execmine the office of lord high aAifirai^* Notwith* 
ftanding he held thitetevated ofikei he withdrew not from 
the naval iervice^ as we find him, on the 28th of O^dber^ 
one of the captains under the command of Ctr John Nitf- 
borough on the 'Mediterranean fervfce. He retunK^ 
from thence the following fpring, and arrived at Portf- 
month on the 19th of Marcb^ with a few ibips only undtr 
his convoy, the fleet having been dilperfed by a violeet 
gale of wind it encountered in the Day of Bifcay. No 
other remarkable circumdance occurred during the paf- 
iage^ except that he had the* good fc^tune to ie«take a 
very valuable (hip, called the Bridgewater Mercbent* 
which had a fhort time before fallen ipto the haadsjof tbe 
Algerines. Immediately on his arrive! be was removed 
into the Defiance, ^nd returned to his old ftatiod. The 
latelt informatioii weme£t>ith relative to him, as a navad 
officer, is, that he arrived in the Downs on .the a9tk of 
May, with a coniK)y from the Streights^ We fut^m Cr 

" '■■ — ■'- 11 ■■■!■■'■■■ I '■■■ % ■ » III ■ II III III . ■■ 

* In fome liQi, particularly that publiflied by Bcatfon, he is ftiled 
fir John Eroicy, baft, but n* Aich addition is givca in a Ufl we faati; 
icrafcd, for the auihfAuaiy tf wbith yt% can 6^ VOiich« . «. 
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J<ibn'£raJ(Byp Juiight^ ajp^ointedy irfxmt tkis tinse^ me of the 
coiiHi»i(SQiiii£i's for executing the office of lord high ti«a- 
fur^r. Wd believe Wnn ^to have been the fame perfon, 
and for that re^on. &a|l proc^ii with the detail of hit 
civil eipployaieQlii^ Oa the fefignatioA pf the earl of 
£flex on 4he i9lh 0/ Nnvember foUovving, am) the confe- 
quent promotion .of Lawrence^ lord Hyde, fecond Ton of 
the lam0g»eailf>f iClarendoOy to be 6rit cominifliooer, fir 
John Ernley watTaif<^d to t^ very elevated ftation of 
^hsinc^or of the.^chcqMer, ^ pod 4e continued to hoU 
till the revolutioni^vand wiUhmt incurring cenfure from 
titbetpartyy.whieh^coniideitogthe temper of the times is 
eerQiiidy m fiwAl oi^tler of f ra*|e. We are ignoiant of 
the time of his death.. 

JFITZGERA^D, 1— wa3 made conunaoder of 

Ihe NoafMch |n tfte yie^r i67Jt, ' 

GAjULPP, George, — leaving ferved 9s lieutenant of the 
£9fi{]|4ia Mef chant in 1664, the Portfmouth in 1665, 
9nd Che CeetuciqH in 16689 was made commander of the 
Th9IB»/i and Francis (probably an faired vefTel converted 
into;a fifcfWp) in 1672. 

GAR£)JIN£R> Thw>as, — v/^ made lieutenant of the 
Tygcr, and/fpon afterwards of the Henry, both which 
tppointnviilts toofe place in the year 1666. In x668 be 
fcrved,W)li^iafi>epoft,pnbo>rdtheBriftol. In i672f>riAco 
fi^pect, who havir^ been originalijf his patron, had raifed 
HHn. to the^rahk of lieutenant, promoted him to be com- 
tnaoder of .the Barnaby. . In the following year he was 
ccmoved into the *Faulcon, and from this lObip into the 
AiliKanc^;^. We fi/id him, i« the njonth of April 1679, 
«t Napile«»4.witha fmall convoy bound to MeiSna. He 
dkd in the following month at Gallipoli. 

G£LOING, Ifaaq, — w^s appointed commander of the. 
Hardareen, a Dutch prii^e, fitted as a firefhip, in 1672, 
and before the con^lufion of the year was removed into a 
veilel called the tteiv floop, no other namie being given 
to her. 

. GREEN, WilUamr^wasmade captain of the Hambo^ 
^ough firefhip in 1672, and was re -appointed to the fame 
ireflel in the following year. 

^ On die £tbaf NoiPtmbcr a6r7. 
; , GRIFFITH, 
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GRIFFITH, Ricfaaid,— ferved as lieutenant of ih6 
Greenwich, and afterwards of the Portland in the jear 
x668. On the commencement of the fecond Ehitch vnt 
He was promoted to the command of the H(4mes ; in the 
following year of the Hanmfliire ; an4> on the 24th of 
March 1673*4^ of the Caftk frigate. On the 13th of 
^ne followihg he was femoved into the Diaolond. 
From this time, to the latb of Noven^ber 1677, we hear 
BOthing of him. He w^ at that iitnt made commander 
ofthe Jerfey; and was, from tbence» removed into the 
York on the lath of April following. 

GRIST, William, — was^ made commander of the 
I^atharine hofpital fbip in 1672, and again appointed t> 
the fame (hip in the year following. 

HADDOCK, Richard,-^wa8, moft probably, the foo 
of Andrew Haddock, next brother to fir Richard, whofe 
memoirs have been already given *, fo that it is needlefs 
to add any thing farther relative to his family. His.firft 
command in the navy appears to have been that of the 
Thomas and Ann firefliip, to which he was appointiid in 
jtzr 1672. Among the {)apers belonging to the family 
IS a letter of fir Richard's, in which he takes notice of his 
irother Andrew's having received an hundred pounds yir 
turning his firejhip well at the S&kbay fght. Sir Richard 
lias, undoubtedly, committed a miftake, or radier oinif* 
fion, of the word ^* fon^'* which are wanting to ex* 
plain fully who this Richard Haddock was. As to 
Andrew, he does not appear ever to have been in the navy^ 
and the Thomas and Ann firefhip was certainly com* 
snanded by a captain ^/V^^n/ Haddock at the time ofthe 
Solebay fight. In this engagement his gallantry, very 
probably, procured him the reward above related^ together 
with a fmall gold medal {lill in the pofleflion of the h* 
miXji which is fuppofed to have been beftovtred on the 
iame perfon, and on the fame occafion. In the year 1673 
he was made, by prince Rupert, commander of the Ann 
and Chrifiopher fireihi]>. He had no fanher appoint*^ 
ment till the 9th of April 1677, when he was made cap* 
tarn of the Quaker ketch. We find nothing farther of 
him till 1690, the year in which iir Richard was confti<» 
■ ■ I II II 1 1 1 1 ■II ifc ■■ I ■ ^ ,, I I, ■— — I 
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t\i)^ one of the joint-admirals commanding the fleet* 
Captain Haddocic was then appointed, in fucceffion, to be 
captain of the Charlotte yacht, the Grafton, and the SmihC 
Andrew. He, in all probability^ died or retired from 
the fervice foon afterwards, 

HARM AN, Thomas, — had, perhaps, greater ant 

more frequent opportunities of diflinguifhing himfelf 

through a very Ihort naval life, than probably ever fell ta 

the lot of an individual In 'the fame (pace of time ; a life 

rendered (^lendid by a continued feries of noble ads, slbA 

which finiAed at iaft with the higheft glory. He wat 

appointed lieutenant of the Adventin-e in 1671, and in the 

following year was promoted to the command of the 

Tyger frigate. The firft memorable aflion we find him 

en^iged in, was while captain of this vcifcl, and employed 

as convoy to a fleet of colliers. He was attacked by eight 

large Dutch privateers ; and what rendered the preferva- 

tion of his convoy a mattjex of dill greater moment thaai 

their intrinfic value, was an almod unparalleled fcarcity <£ 

coals imder which London^ whither Ms fleet was bounds 

at that time laboured. Notwithftanding the amaxit^ 

difparity of ftrength the gallantry of captain Harmaa 

prevailed over the numbers of his adverfaries ; and be had 

the happinefs of carrying the whole fleet under hisck^rge^ 

in fafety into the Thames. The memory of this cxpioii 

is dill preferved in tlie anti-chamber to the council-room 

at Greenwich hofpital, by a large piftnre, evidentlj 

painted foon after this time, and prefented by hisdefcca- 

dant Philip Harman, £fq. After his ihip was refitted fae 

was fent to the Mediterranean, where he hgnalifed himfelf 

in an encounter, if poflible, ftill more memorable than 

the former. The aaion itfelf has been too remarkatk 

to be forgotten by hiltorians ; but the detail has been givea 

in their own language, which, though in point of ftile it 

may have improved on the original accoimt given in the 

fimple, unadorned narrative which charafterifed the time^ 

mull evidently fall Ihort of it In an intereding light, when 

this is confidered as a faithful record made of fo iH'illiant 

a tranfaSion*. On the 13th of June 1675, he was 

removed 

• '^Ctdtz, March tbe 71b, 1674. The vice-adminl o( yoatm 
£ vertzen*s fquadroa, ihe Schaherlaes of thirty-fix guns ana one bupdraj 
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removed into the Saphire, flill remaining ftatiooed ia fhe 
Mediterranean, which was then become the principal^ 
«nd» indeed, only fcene of enterprize, flnce peace had 
keen concluded with the Dutch. We find him at Genoa in 
the month of January 1676. In the month of Anguft 

and forty men, Pafchall de Witt commander, having lain cmifingfor 
three da]^s in fi^ht of this place, on the fi2d of February returned into 
^rt again ; and fome few hours after captain Harman, in the Tyger, 
arrived from Tansier : upon which there was fuddenly fprjcad a report, 
about town, (bat the Dutchman left his ftation fearing to meet the £ng« 
liih frigate; which.oblised Evertfon, who was then careening in the bay^ 
to advife captain De Witt, that there was no belter redrefs for hit 
honour than to challenge t|ie Englifhman; which being fo rcfolvcd» 
he made all poflible preparation againft the next day; and, befidcs hii 
OWD compliment, was furniflied from his admiral's owir fliip with two 
lieutenanu and feventy foldiers, and about fixty feamen more oat oC 
the other fhips, which made him two hundred and feventy flroog. 
The Tyger, who had aboard only one hundred and eighty-four men, 
obferved all thefe preparationsi and put herfelf into the oeft difpofi- 
tton flie could for the encounter; anid both, next morning, went, io^ 
view of the inhabitants of this place, about a league difianee oat of 
the bay. They got up with one another, giving their broadGdea 
within half piflol fiiot, that from the Ty^tT being fo well dire^ed, 
that it difabled his adverfdrics top^faiUyard, killed and wounded eighty 
nen, without any confide rabie damage to himfelf ; and invmediately 
laying him on hoard at the bow, after half an hoursdifpute, which was 
defperate and bloody, entered his men and made him furrendcr; and 
So returned with the univerfal acclamations of the people. The 
prize was mifcrably torn and fhattercd, with the Dntch cnCgn under 
the Englifh, to the great admiration of all that faw it: the enemy 
having loft one hundred and forty men befides eighty-fix wounded | 
and the EaaliOi lofing, on their part, but nine; four of whom were 
'Unfortunately killed by the fplitting of one of the lower deck guns, 
and fifteen wounded, amoncfl whom is the captain himfclf, who re* 
ceived a muflcct-fhot, under his left eye, which came out between hit 
car and jaw-bone; but ihcre are good hopes of his recovery.*' There 
uapiBure of this a^lion alfo, in the anti-chamber of the council-room 
at Greenwich hofjpiial, and probably painted by the fame perfon who 
executed the other. The peace was adlually concluded between Hol- 
land and England at the time ihisadion took place; and the refpe£live 
commanders were afliired, though not officially, of this circumftance* 
Campbell therefore makes the following remark on this tranfa£iioD* 
^ Thus the maritime powers, though their ioterefi was, and ever muft 
he the fame, did tiicir uimoft, hom/ai/e motives of honour, tQ defirof 
each other, and anfwer the ends of their common enemy ; till the voice 
of the people, both in England -and Holland, roufcd their govemora, 
^ a jult (enfe of their common danger, and procured theieoy aa alii* 
mce, which ban laficd ever fince/' 



Digitized by 



Google 



kAVAL OFFICERS OF GREAT BRITAlil. 337 

^677, he captured an Algerine frigate called the Date 
Tree ; and death unfortunately put a period to his gallantry 
foon afterwards *, in a conteft with a lairge man of wat 
belonging to the fame piratical ftate. The Saphire 
mounted thirty-four guns; the Algerine, which was 
called the Golden Horfe, forty-fix ; flie was manned with 
a chofen crew ; and being one of the fineft ihips in their 
navy, was commanded by the Dey's fon, a man of ap- 
proved intrepidity and condud. Notwithftanding thefe 
powerful advantages the Turk wifhed to decline the 
conteft, and endeavoured to efcape. His attempt was 
vain. The Tyger clofing with her antagonifti captain 
Harman was ftiot through the reins, of which wound 
he foon after died. Thus did he clofe a life of bril- 
liant exploits, in which each aft of gallantry rofe, at 
it were, progreffively beyond that which had preceded it, 
fo that the fame he acquired by his death nearly obfcured 
that which he had gained In his life. To add, if poffible^ 
to the misfortune, the Tyger having loft her main-maft 
klmoft at the fame inftant her commander fell, the 
Algerine felzed that opportunity of efFefling her efcape. 

HEATHCOTE, John,— was appointed commander 
of the Golden Hand in 1672. 

HOBBS, William, — was appointed commander of the 
Levant Merchant in 1672, and of the Andalufia on the 
14th of April 1678. ^ 

HORNE, Count ,-;^was defcendcd from a noble Swedifh 
family; and having entered into the navy was made lieu- 
tenant of the Revenge in 167 1. He was removed fr«m 
thence, into the fame ftation, on board the Rupert in 
1672. In the courfe of the fa'me year he was promoted 
to the command of the Conftant Warwick ; and early ia 
1673 was removed, by prince Rupert, into the Henrietta. 
It is moft probable he died foon afterwards, as, in the 
month of Auguft following, the Henrietta was commanded 
by captain Worden ; and it does not appear captain Home 
was ever appointed to any other fliip. 

KIGIVEN, or KACGIVEN, Richard,— was made 
lieutenant of the San£la Maria in 1 665. He was not pro* 
moted to the rank of commander till the year 1672, when 

*- . ■ ■ ■ ■ ' ■ . ■ ' >' - ■ ■■■■..■■■I m> ' 

* On the loth of September 1677. 
Vol. I. Z be 
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he was appointed to the Eagle fireihip. We meet with 
nothing farther relative to him, nor does he appear to have 
been again employed till after the revolution. At length, 
en the 17th of May 1689, he was made captain of the 
Referve : from this (hip he was, foon afterwards, removed 
into the Afliftance, and was fent to the Wed Indies in the 
month of March following under the orders of commodore 
Wright. At the attack made on the ifland of St. Chrif- 
topher's, on the 21ft of June, he highly didinguiihed him- 
felf as coFonel -commandant of the marine regiment, 
formed of volunteers and failors from the fleet, to aflift 
the operations of the land forces. He was unfortunately 
wounded by a muflcet ball, in the thigh, during the aflault 
made on the town of BafTeterre, and died before he could 
be removed on board his fliip. 

KILLEGREW, Henry, — was the grandfon of fir 
Robert Ki.legrew, of Hanworth in the county of Middle- 
fex. The tamiiy is remarkable on three accounts, its 
loyalty, its wit, and its longevity. Henry having entered 
into the navy was made lieutenant of the Cambridge in 
1666. From this fhip he was removed to the bme 
ftation, on board theSaphire, in the following year; and, 
in 1668, to the Conftant Warwick. The peaceable dif- 
pofition of furrounding nations preventing the exertion of 
that fpirit of enterprifc which chara6lerifes the brave, 
and is the certain forerunner of promotion and eminence, 
Mr. Killegrew, as well as many other of his gallant co- 
temporaries, was not raifedto the rank of commander till 
after the fecond commencement of hoftilities with the 
Dutch. On the 9th of January 1672-3, he was appointed 
commander of the Forelter ; and, in the courfe of the fol- 
lowing fummer, was removed, firft into the Bonadventure, 
.and afterwards Into the Monk. On the 9th of March 
1674, he was made captain of the Swan prize; on the 
•2'ii 'f April 1675 of the Harwich; and foon afterwards, 
on t! e deaih or refignation of captain Worden, of the 
Iri-'iicita. 

< ^Ji the 7th of January following he was made 
raj T.iMi of the PrKiol; and was removed, on the 27th of 
i\:. M 13, into the Royal Oak. On the 14th of January 
i(>7H-(), he was made commander of the Mary; and 
r'^i'in' '^t' irora the Mediterranean, on which fervicc 
hj h...: L : wn Itationtd many years, arrived at Plymouth on 

the 
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\he iith of June 1679, with a fmall convoy. On the 
3d of January following he was removed into the Leopard ; 
and again, on the 27th of the fame month, into the Forc- 
fight. He does not appear to have experienced afly 
farther removal till the ift of May 1683, when he was 
hiade captain of the Montague. On the 20th of the 
ftme month in the following year, he wzs appoltlted com- 
mander of the Mordaunt. He continued captain of this 
fhip a confiderahle time, confidering the period in which 
he ferved, and that removals were fo remarkably rapid. 

His next (hip was the Dragon, to which he was appointed 
on the I ith of July 1686. He was foon afterwards fent, 
with a fmall fquadron, to the Mediterranean, to which 
ftation he had been, as it were, habittiated, in fearch of 
the marquis De Fleury> whofe piratical depredations had 
confiderably interrupted our commerce. He had, am5ng 
other enormities, captured a (hip called the Jerufalem, 
which had on board a bafhaw, who was going to Tripoli. 
He carried his prize into Malta, where he agreed with 
the ba(haw for ni^ ranfom, and departed, leaving behind 
liim the females of the ba(haw*s feraglio, and dther paf- 
feiigers, to the number of fixty-two, whofe ranfom was 
not fettled. Soon after the marquis had failed, captain 
Killegrew arrived in queft of him ; and by his fpirited in- 
terference with the grand mafter procured their releafe. 
Not content with rendering them this partial fervice, he 
took them,. and all their effe£lsj on board fome of the 
fhips of his fquadron, and put them all on (hore at 
Tripoli, whither they were originally bound. Thus 
did he afford to nations generally termed barbarous, 
a moft ftriking proof of the benevolence and honour 
(of Britons, as well as of their perfeverance, their fpirit, 
and their naval power. Captain Killegrew failed from 
Tripoli in queft of the marquis. Having intelligence 
he had put into Villa Franca, he found, on his 
arrival, the marquis fled, the (hip difmantled, and the 
neighbouring coafts confequently freed from all appre- 
henfion of his future depredations; he therefore 
returned to his ftation off Sallee. On the 8th of Decem- 
ber 1687, being then in chace of a Salletine frigate, he 
had the misfortune to be grievoufly wounded by the fpHn- 
Z 2 ters 
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ters of a gun, which biirft*: but of this accident he fpee-» 
dily and perfectly recovered. He continued on the 
Mediterranean fervice a confiderable time, for he did not 
return from thence till the 5th of May 1689, fix months 
after the revolution had taken place. His prudent as 
well as gallant conduft, added to the experience he had 
acquired by a long and adive fervice, being univerfally 
acknowledged by all, he was, almoft immediately on his 
teturn, promoted to the rank of vice-admiral of the bitie. 
But the French having no particular objtft in view 
which made an aftion indifpenlibly nccclTary, no fecond 
encounter took place after the petty fkirmifti at Bantry Bav. 
The vice-admiral, vrho had ihifted his flag into the 
Kent, a third nte, was foon after detached, with a fmall 
fquadron, confifting principally of large armed (hips 
hired from the merchants, to block up the port of Dun- 
kirk, where it was reported a confiderable number of 
enemy's fliips were colleded. This information proving 
falfe he proceeded along the French coaft, and cruifcd 
backwards and forwards in the Channel, without meeting 
with any occurrence worth relating, till the latter end of 
Auguft; he was then obliged to put intoTorbay to recruit 
his itock of provifions and beer: and the winter feafon 

* We have the following account of this mifcrablc accident, in a 
letter from an officer on board the Dragon at the time, dated 
Gibraltar, December the fi3d, 1687. ** On the 8ih inftant, at fite 
in the morning, ve difcovcred a fail about two miles to the fouth- 
vard of us, we being under a main courfc layina by, and they tBe 
fame. Making fail atter them we difcovcred ihcm to be of Sallee, 
and by ten in the morning we fetched up within half a cable's length 
of them, when an extraordinary accident refcaed them out of our hands. 
Their fliot twice flruck our maln-top-maft, the fecond brought it by 
the board. Falling into the back of the main-fail, and fo into the fliip, 
vc could not brace our main-yard one way or the other; upon which 
the Sallee man clapped upon a wind and darted fiom us, we not being 
able, with any of our guns, to difable either their mafls or yards. As wc 
went to fire one of the foremoftguns upon the quarter-deck, captam 
Killogrcw, our commander, being at the fame time forward by the 
gangway giving his orders, the gun fplit and (Iruck him down, bruif- 
jngand wounding him in fcveral places; both the bones of his right 
leg were broke and forced quite through the flcfli, making befides a 
large wound under his right ear, befides others of Icfs confequence 
iu his face and body. By the means that have been fincc ufcd, h is 
hoped the captain may lecover*'' 

approach- 
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approaching, it was judged ncceflary to order the fliips 
into port, more efpccially as there aid not appear to be 
any enemy at fea to contend with. 

On the 23d of D».ccmber following Killegrew was 
appointed commander-in-chief of a fquadron fent to 
the Mediterranean to oppofe the Toulo'n fleet : its 
force was confiderable*; but misfortune and difap- 
pointment appear ever to have attended it from the 
firft moment of its equipment. Meeting with con- 
trary winds, and encountering repeated ftorms, it was 
upwards of a month on its paflage to Cadiz. Many of 
the Englifti (hips received confiderable damage; and two 
Dutch men of war, one of feventy-two, the other of fixty 
guns, foundered. To render this diftrefs complete, the 
governor of Cadiz, whom he applied to for fuccour, be- 
haved not with the candour of a commander belonging to 
neutral power, but with all the timid avcrfion of an im- 
potent enemy, who wanted not the will but the means 
only of totally deiiroyinjj; the intereftof the allies, together 
with their fquadron. On the gth of May, moft of the 
fhips being fortunately rc-equipped as well as circum- 
ftances would permif, the admiral received information, 
from three different quarters, that the Toulon fquadron, 
commanded by Chate:iu-Rcnaud, was at fea, and that it 
conlifted of ten fail of the line according to the loweft 
accounts, that three of them were (hips of eighty guns 
each. The admiral loll net a moment's time in prepar- 
ing to put to fea to meet them. He accordingly faikd 
early on the morning of the loth, with fcven Englifli and 
two Dutch (hips of the line, being all that were in a con- 
dition for fcrvice, having previoully difpatched orders to 
Gibraltar, for captain Skelton, who lay there with a fmall 

• Twelve line of baule fhips, a frigate, and two fircfliips. He 
-was joined alfo by a fquadron belonging to the flares general, under 
^hc command of admiral Allcmondc. The Englilh ihips were, the 
Duke of ninety guns, the Berwick and Burford of fcvcnty, ihc Mon- 
tague and Rcrolmion of fixty; the Greenwich, Ncwcalllc, Happy 
Return, and Oxford of fifiy-four; the Faulcon, Tygcr, and Portland 
of fifty; the Saphire of thirty- two; together with the Half Moon, 
and Cadiz Merchant fircfliips. This fquadron did not fail from Torbay 
till the 7ih of March. The Dutch ihips were, the Gelderland, the 
AraQcrdam, the Zeerickzce, the Haerlem, the Unicorn, and the 
VJardingc, bcfides two others which were loil on their paflitge. 

Z 3 diviflon 
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divifion of Englifh and Dutch (hips, to join him. Their. 
force, when united, confifted of ten (hips of the line Eng- 
lifli, and five Dutch, two frigates and two fircfhips. On 
the following day they got fight of the French fquadron off 
Ccuta Point. M. Chateau Renaud conceiving our force to 
be confiderably weaker than it really was, fuffcred our 
headmod (hips to approach within two miles of his van ; 
when difcovering his miftake he inftantly fet his top-gal- 
lant fails and crowded away with all the fail he could carry. , 
The Englifh immediately purfued, but the French (hips 
being juft out of port, and confequently clean, had a con- 
fiderable advantage over the (hips of the combined fqua- 
dron, which had all been fo long a time ofF the ground. 

The chace was fruitlefsly continued till ten o'clock next 
day, when the rear of the enemy's fquadron being four 
leagues a-head of the van of the Englifh, whofe rear were 
}iull down*. Admiral Killegrew finding all farther 
'purfuit vain, brought to for the fcattered (hips to join him, 
and in the evening bore away for Cadiz. The principal 
objefl: of the expedition being thus fru(Vrated by the efcapQ 
of the enemy through the Strcights, the admiral, after 
having detached the Tygcr, Oxford, and Newcaftle for 
Smyrna, commanded by captain Coal ; the Saphire and 
Richmond for Malaga, under captain Bokenham ; and the 
Portland, Greenwich, and Falcon to Scanderoon, under 
the orders of captain Ley, prepared to rctucn, according 
. to his inftruftions, with the remainder!. That the fame 
ill-fortune which appeared to have attended him through 
the whole of his expedition might continue to the laft, 
he was no Itfs than thirty five days on his palTage to 

* At the time admiral Killegrew left ofF chace, the only fliips of 
his fquadron that could have engaged the enemv were, the Uuke, the 
Portland, the Montague, and the Eagle : the reft were fo far a-Aern at 
to be incapable of affording any (upport to him ; nor was it likely 
tbcy would be able to get up during the continuance of the conteft» 
had it taken place. The French admiral, on the other hand, had fo 
near him, that he could have immediately brought them into adion, fix 
line oF battle (hips, three armed (hips, three fire(hips, and a Tartane. 
Koiwithnandingihis fuperiority of force, be thought it moft prudent 
to ufe hisutmofi endeavours to avoid an engagement 
' i Confifiing of four line of battle fhips, and two fireihips, Englifbj 

i fix Dutch (hips of war. 
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Plymouth ; and on his arrival there he found the French 
fleet in polTeflion of the Channel, fo tJiat it was impbf- 
fible for him to proceed farther. He immediately took 
the proper precautions to fecure the fliattered remains of 
his Iquadron from any fudden attack on the part of the 
enemy, who foon afterwards quitted the channel without 
making the attempt. Notwithilanding the ill-fuccefs of 
the late expedition, fo little open to cenfufe was the con- 
duft of admiral Killegrew, fo impoflible was it to afcribe 

. any part of its failure to his behaviour or management, 
that he was, immediately afterwards, appointed one of the 
joint-admirals with fir R. Haddock and fir J. Afhby, to * 
command the fleet in the abfcnce of the earl of Torrington. 
The principal tranfaclions of the fleet, while under 
their command, having been given already in the 
lives of Haddock * and Afhby, it is needlefs to repeat 
them here. Admiral Ruffel having, on the 23d of De- 
cember following, been appointed commander-in-chief 
of the fleet, Killegrew was promoted to the rank of ad- 
miral of the blue and ferved in the grand fleet during the 
following year, in that ftation. The naval operations 
during this period were not only infignificant but will be 
related with more propriety in the life of admiral Ruflel. 
During the year 1 692 admiral Killegrew does not appear 
to have held any command j but, in 1693, he was again 
called to his former ftation of joint-commander of the 
fleet, in conjunftion with fir Cloudefly Shovel and fir 
Ralph Delaval. On the I5lh of April he was alfo ap- 
pointed one of the commilfioners for executing the office 
of lord high admiral. Few perfons are unacquainted with 
the difgraceful misfortune that befel the Smyrna fleet, 
under convoy of fir George Rook, foon after he had 
parted from the main fleet under command of the joint- 
admirals. This unfortunate event was chai-ged princi- 

• pally to their mifmanagemcnt ; yet it is but juftice to 
inform the world, that, after the moft critical and ftrift 
examination into their conduft, by the houfc of com- 
mons, notwithftanding they came to the following refo- 
]ution, " thaty upon examination of the mif carriage of the 

fleet, this houfe is of opinion y that there hath been a notorious 

* Sec page 23a. 

Z 4 and 
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^nd treacherous mi/management in the affair \^' they unanN 
pioufly negatived a motion tending to affix a ccnfure on 
the joint-admirals-in-chief. Ill fuccefs, and the general 
reputation of being unfortunate, are always held fufficient 
grounds for the retirement of a commander: all that he 
can hope or expe6l is, that he quits, without difgrace, 
that fer\'icc in which he had ever lived with honour. The 
enquiry confequently produced the difmiflion* of admiral 
Kiilcgrew and fir Ralph Delaval. Admir IKillcgrewwas 
afterwards chofen reprefentative in parliament for the bo- 
rough pf St. Alban*s ; and died at his feat near that place on 
|he 9th of November 1712. 

As to his charafter no man has, on account of his 
political tenets, been more, and, perhaps, unjuftly 
afperfed. Burnet, in particular, fays^ that Killegrew wa^ 
believed to be fo much in the intereft of king James, that 
it was thought the king was putting the fleet into the 
hands of fuch as would betray hirn, by employing Kille- 

frew and Delaval ; for though no exception lay againft 
hovell he was but one to two. Macpherfon, who has 
written in days when the prejudice of parly, and political 
principles, may be fuppoled to have had no influence on 
nis mind, is clearly of opinion Killegrew was ever ftrongly 
attached to the ipterefts of king James t ; yet he, in eflTed, 
exonerates him from a part of the charge of mifconduft, 
by admitting the inaftivity of the perfons entrufted with 
the equipment of the fleet ; and that when it did fail it 
was very feebly manned, and ill-fupplied with neceffaries 
and provifions. As Mr. Kiilcgrew is the firfl perfon who 
^las hitherto, in the courfe of ihefe memoirs, aflbrded us 
an inftance of an oflUcer's afting in a high and confequential 
<:ommand under a prince, to whofe caufe he is faid tQ 
have been adverfe, againft another prince, to whofe inte- 
refts he was finccrely attached; it may, probably, fave 
fome future repetition to explain, what appears to us to 
have been the motives which aftuated the condudl of 

• He was not difmifTcd from his poft of commifliojicr of the ad- 
miralty tin rbe 4th of May 1694. 

' f Dc!aval, Killegrew, and Shove], were appointed, in a joint 
commiflion, to execute the office of admiral. The two firft had been 
for fome lime in the intereft of the late king. — Macpherfon, vol. iL 

fiefides, his majefty has the two admirals, who command the fleef, 
and who are in correfpondenccwith him, and from whom his majefiy 
Siay expcQ every advantage.— Naicjic Papers. 

fucl^ 
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fpch commanders, as in the beginning were thought moft 
warmly to have efpoufed the caufe of William the Third ; 
yeti after they had affifted in placing and fixing him on 
the throne, feem, in fome degree, to have repented of 
their folly or too hafty patriotifm, and to have returned 
to that attachment or loyalty, as one party virill term it, 
in which they had been nurfed and educated, though by 
their apoftacy they incurred the rifk of loading their me- 
mories, at leaft, with a charge little Ihort of treafon. Let 
not, however, this condu<ft be afcribed to levity, let it not 
be attributed to difappointed ambition, or to any other fan- 
ciful charge the ingenuity of a party-writer may pleafe tq 
fuggeft. Let us alTign it to its true and genuine caufe, a 
miftake in the chara£ler.of the man they patriotically 
employed to prevent the enflavement of their country, and 
who was not to be fatisfied with a lefs reward than that 
of being chofen its ruler. The two moft eminent * cha- 
radlcrs m the naval fervice of that time, and who were 
the firft movers, as it were, of the impending revolution^ 
both fell under this ftigma. Many other perfonages of 
equal and inferior note, in different departments, are in 
the fame predicament. It will appear very evident, when 
we critically examine their conducl, that the defedion of 
both thefe perfops t was owing to no perfonal diflike to 
James, but rather to a mere honeft and patriotic deteftation 
of the meafures he was endeavouring to purfue. To re- 
form thefe, to reftore their country to that liberty it pof- 
fefled naturally, and by dcfcent, they applied to the prince 
of Orange; they flew to him as their protedlcr without"" 
ever entertaining the fmalleft idea he was hereafter to 
become their fovereign. He very readily and honeftly 
afforded them all the alFiftance they required. He moft 
probably had hiliifelf not the moft diftant hope, at that 
time, of the great and, wonderful event which was on the 
eve of taking place, The irrefolution and bigotry of 

• Herbert and Ruflcl. 

f That of RufTel has been attributed, by fome people, to his indigna- 
tion at the cruel treatment and execution of his kinfman, lord Rufi*eT. If 
that had been the firft fpiing of his condufi, it certainly would have 
(oufed a refemment againft James, which would never have given way 
to a perfonal attachment, which he is charged with haying always en- 
tertained for him afttr the revolution* 
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Tames broke, in an'^inftant, all the defigns of thofe wTio 
had, from the beginning, adhered to the prince. The 
timidity of this their natural fovereign, and his defeftion 
of his people, caufed by a confcioiifnefs of having forfeited 
every pretenfio© to their loyalty and regard, plunged all 
thofe, who wifhed to have reformed him, into a ftatc of 
treafon and difaffedion to him, foreign to their intentions, 
and hateful to their minds. The gulph into which they 
had plunged, as it had not been forefcen, fo were there 
left no means of efcape from it. Herbert, in particular, 
when confined with the gout, is faid to have ftarted from 
his bed, and honeftly declared, had he forefeen the event 
he never would have drawn a fword for the prince *. In 
faying this he probably fpoke the feniiments of much the 
greater part of thofe who had concurred, and ailifled in 
cffe<£ling the revolution. The nation, however, was not 
to be left in the ftate into which it was then fallen, a prey 
to the diftates of a man, who, had he not poireffed too 
much integrity and wifdom, might have afliimed tjie air 
and tone of a conqueror : but if he waved the right he 
derived from the aid of his fifteen thoufand armed fol- 
lowers, he was not difintercfted enough to fufFer thofe, 
whom, incompafliononly, became to affift, to aft, when 
liberated by his generofity, according to the pure diftates 
of their own inclination. The loyalty and attachment 
of the Englifti nation to their ancient line of kings, would 
have felt no violence impofedonthem,had they been fufFered 
jp transfer the crown from the pcrfonage who had deceived 
them, who had forfeited all pretcnfions to their obedience, 
who had wiftied to enflave them, and creft himfclf into 
their dcfpot, to his daughter, who was innocent of his 
crimes, and warned by his example. There ftill exifted 
a love for his family bordering on enthufiafm: this w^as, 
if poffible,encreafed by a veneration for the virtues, requifite 
to the government of a great nation, which all parties 
were ready to admit the perfonage the objeft of their 
choice pofleffed. The prince of Orange was a foreigner ; 
hfc was connefted with Britain only as the hufband of its 
fovereign's daughter: he was feen by many in the light 
of a conqueror, a reafon very fufficient to excite their 

* This impntdent fpcech tnighc, probably, have laid the firft foun« 
dation of his future ruin, 

averlion. 
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ayerfion. He poflefled a referve and aufterity of man* 
iicrs little fuited to the blunt and honeft familiarity of a 
Briton. Above all, he, on every occafion, betrayed the 
greateft reluftance in difmifling thofe foreign troops 
-which^ though they had preferved to Engliftimen their 
liberties, were regarded by ihem with an eye of horror and 
<Jiftnift. Weighing thele feveral motives of difguft, 
numbers gazed, almoft with afloniflimerit, at the power 
they had themfelves beftowed ; but they continued to 
fupport it, becaufe they had too much - pat riotifm to dif- 
turb the peace of their native country, and too much 
honour to bring into difgracc, or even fufpicion, that 
faith which they had once pledged. It refle£ls no fmall 
degree of honour, particularly on thofe charafters of 
which we treat, that no fingle charge of wilful mifcon- 
dufl, or difaffeftion to the ruling power, has ever yet been 
proved. Whatever might be their natural inclination, 
and political bias, they took every human care to veil 
them from the knowledge of the world, and afted on all 
pccafions as if they confidered the perfonal glory of their 
new fovereign, and the vidories they obtained under his 
Aufpices, as the only proper means of aggrandizing their 
native country, and contributing to its future welfare : 
their repentance, if any, was known only to themfelves. 
Intrigue and confpiracy were ftifled in their very birth, 
becaufe while honour furvived they could not be fufFered 
to exift. 

Thus have we humbly endeavoured to apologije 
for the condu^ of thofe perfons who, while employed 
under the exifting government, are charged with having 
retained an unwarrantable and difhononrable attachment 
to the juftly banifhed branch of the houfe of Stuart; and 
fliall difmifs the political difcuflion * of the propriety or 
impropriety of the private c6ndu6l of the perfons alluded 
to, we hope, for ever. 

LOVEL, Thomas, — except during a very fmall in- 
terval, appeared only in a particular line of fervice, aline 
deemed rather fingiilar, to have been taken up and purfued 
from the time of an officers firft entrance into it. He was 
niadc commander of the Henrietta yacht in 1672, and 

,* Except a trivial remark we (hall have to make on the conduQ of 
Ruflel, and the treatment of Rooke. 
'• was 
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was very foon afterwards removed into the Katherin<r 
yacht ; to which veflel he was, a fecond time, appointedi 
on the 23d of January 1673. He continued to command 
this veflel many years. We find him attending the prince 
of Orange to Holland in the month of Oflober 1677. 
And on the I2th of April following we find him removed 
into the Afliirance, a fourth rate. On the i8th of Oc- 
tober following he was removed back into his old veflel, 
^he Katherine ; after which we hear nothing farther of him- 

MANSFIELD, Michael, — was made commander of 
the Diver floop, in the year 1672. 

MARSHALL, John,— was at the fame tnnc made 
captain of the George firefliip. 

MARTIN, John, — was appointed captain of the 
Hope fireihip in 1672; and on ;lie 12th of July 1677 of 
ihe Chatham double floop. 

MASON, Chriftopher, — was appointed a lieutenant of 
the Sovereign in 1666. After the concUifion of the firft 
Dutch war he was not called into fervice till the com- 
mencement of the fecond^ in 1672 ; he was then made 
fecond lieutenant of the Prince, H? was very foon pro- 
nioted to be firft lieutenant of the fame fliip, and fliortly 
lifter to be commander of the Dover ^ We do not find 
lie had any other appointment till the 26th of March 
1678, when he was made captain of the Oxford. In the 
inonth of July 1679 he was fent, in this fliip, to convoy 
the outward-bound Virginia fleet. We do not find him 
;tgainr employed till the year 1693, when he commanded 
the London of one hundred guns, ftatipned in the line a^ 
one of the feconds to fir John Afliby, admiral of the blue. 
Captain Mafon probably retired from the fervice foon after 
as his name does not again occur i and the London was^ 
in the month of July following, commanded by Chrifto- 
pher Billop. He was living, but unemployed, in 1699. 

MATHER, William, — was made captain of the 
Golden Hand firefliip in 1672 ^ and of the Little Francis," 
^Ifo a firefhip, on the ift of O^Sober 1673. 

MAYO, Thomas, — was appointed third lieutenant of 
the Royal James, a ffiort time before the battle of Solebay. 
On account of his gallant behaviour in that aftion, and 
the perils he encountered in it, he was immediately on his 
return home, made captain of the WhipftafF brig. In 
the following year prince Rupert, on the recommenda- 
tion 
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tion of fir Richard Haddock, iinder whom he had fervcd 
with fo much credit in the former a£lion, appointed hira 
firft lieutenant of the Royal Charles, on board which his 
highnefs hoifted his flag. He added to that reputation he had 
already acquired, and the prince, after the aSion of the 
*z8th of May, promoted him to the command of the 
Princefs, a third rate. As we hear nothing farther of hira 
it is probable he died foon after this time, 

MONTAGUE, Charles, — was the fifth fon of that 
great man Edward, firft earl of Sandwich, and Jemima, 
daughter of John, lord Crew, of Stehe. Having, after 
the example of his noble father, entered very early in life 
into the navy, he was^ in 1672, appointed commander of 
the Gucrnfey ; from which frigate he was> a few days 
afterwards, promoted to the Falcon, a fourth rate. When 
his father hoifted his flag on board the Royal James, 
captain Montague, quitting his own command, accompa- 
nied him as a volunteer ; and emulating the valour of his 
parent, added ftill more to the forrow of the nation at 
being deprived at the fame inftant of two fuch highly 
adeemed chara6lers. It is not clearly decided whether 
he was killed in the aftion or perifhed with the (hip. 

MULGRAVE, John Sheflield, Earl of,-rwas the font 
of Edmund Sheffield, and Elizabeth daughter of Lionel 
Sackville, earl of Middlefex. The family of Sheffield 
was o{ confiderable note and antiquity, fir Robert 
ShefFylde, knight, in the reign of Henry the Third hav- 
ing married Felicia, daughter and heirefs of Timeby. 
Robert Sheffield, immediate defcendant in the fourth de- 
gree from Robert Sheffield, brother to Thomas ShefFylde, 
grandfon of the firft fir Robert, was, in the fecond year 
of Henry the Seventh, a commander in that kings army 
againft John, earl of Lincoln, and his adherents, at the 
battle of Stoke, near Newark. Having been chofen 
fpeaker of the houfe of commons, and alfo recorder of 
London, he received the honour of knighthood. His 
grandfon, Edmund, in the firft year of Edward the Sixth, 
was created a baron, by the title of baron Sheffield of 
Botterwick, and was flain in the following year by a 
butcher, in the Norfolk infurre£lion. His grandfon, 
Edmund, was made a knight of the garter by queen Eli- 
zabeth ; and, in the fourteenth year of James the Firft, 
ivas conftituted prefident of the council for the northera 

parts 
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garts of the kingdom. In the firft year of Charles the 
rft he was created earl of Mulgrave. The perfonage of 
whom we are treating was the grandfon of the firft 
earl *. Having, like many of his cotcmporaries, conceived 
the profeflion of arms a neceflary part of the educatioil 

of 

* *' As his wit and learning have entitled hira to a moft honourable 
Temerobrance in another place, where his life and character have 
been ytry ably drawn, we cannot do him greater juHice than by in- 
ferting the following extract from the place alluded to, the Biographia 
I>ramatica« We have only to lament propriety and cuflom did not 

Sermit us to infert'the life verbatim, confcious of the injury we have 
one its ingenious author by omitting any part of it, and which, in- 
deed, we Mve felt the grcateft difficulty in abridging, with the fok 
wifl) of rendering our plagiarifm, if poflible, lefs flagrant. 

" This great nobleman, whofe chara£ler was confpicuous in the age he 
lived, in the feveral capacities of a foldicr, a (latefman, and a writer, 
was born in the year 1645. At nine years of age he loft his father ; and 
his mother marrying again foon after, the care of his education was 
left entirely to the condu£i of a governor, who, though himfelf a man 
of learning, had not that happy manner of communicating his know- 
ledge whereby his pupil couta reap any great improvement under him ) 
in confequence of which, when he came to part with his governor, 
having travelled with him into France, he quickly discovered, in the 
courfe of his converfation with men of genius, that, though he had ac« 

2uired the politer accomplilhmentsof a gentleman, yet that he was 
ill greatly deficient in every part of literature and thofe higher ex* 
ccllencies, without which it is impoifible to rife to any confiderable 
degree of eminence. 

'* Piqued at this rcfle6lion, and refolved, by his own applica- 
tion, to make amends for the fault of his governor, and recal the 
time he had loft, he determined, though in the height of youthful 
blood, and in pofteflion of an ample fortune, two ftrong allure- 
ments to diflipation, to lay a reftraint on his appetites and paftions, 
and dedicate, for fome time, a certain number of hours, every day, for 
iludy ; by this means he made an amazing progrefs, and very foon ac- 
quired a degree of learning, which very juftiy intitled him to the 
character, he ever after maintained, of a very fine fcholar. Not con- 
tented, however, with this acquifition, but as eager in the purfuit of 
martial as of literary glory, he again obtained a maftery over even the 
moft irreliftabic of all the paflions; and though engaged in an attach* 
mcnt of iovv* to a lady, by whom, from his own account, he met with 
an equal ieta»u of aftc£^ion, yet even this tie could not keep him at 
home when the call of honours^funiaioncd hiro abroad. 

** L-ic ua^, after the conclufion of the fecond Dutch war, appointed 
commar:dci-in- chief of ihc forces fent o the relief of Tangier, and fooa 
cfter a ir.oft wicked machinatiofi dgainU 1 is life was concerted at court, 
in whit li the king himlplf has been fufpcfted to have aded a very 
priricipai part, and for which hiftoiians aflTign difFereiit caufes. Some 
writers have imagined thjit the kiog had dilcovcred an intrigue 

be twees 
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of noblemen of his rank, he entered into the navy as a 
volunteer. Inthat ftation he eminently diflinguifhedhimfelf 
at the battle of Solebay, and was/ in confequence, ap- 
pointed commander of the Royal Katherine, a fecond 
rate of eighty-four guns, immediately after it. His naval 

life 

between lord Mulgrave and one of his own mifireiTes, and was there- 
fore determined to put his rival out of the way at any rate: but Mrs. 
Manley, in her Atalantis, and Mr. Boyer in his Hiftory of Queen Anne^ 
attribute it to the difcovery of certain overtures towards marriage' 
vhich this nobleman was bold enough to make to the princeJs Anne, 
and which (he herfelf Teemed not inclinable to difcourage. Be the 
caufe what it would, however, it is apparent that it was intended lord 
Mulgrave (hould be loft in the paflage j a vciTel being provided to carry 
him over which had been fent home as unferviceable, and was in (o 
fhattered a condition that the captain of her declared he was afraid to 
make the voyage. On (his his lord (hip applied, not only to the lord 
hi^^h admiral but to the king himfelf. Thefe remonftrances, how- 
ever, were in vain; no redrcfs was to be had: and the earl, who 
faw the trap laid for him by his enemies, was compelled to throw 
himfelf into almoft inevitable danger, to avoid the imputation of 
cowardice, which of all others he had the greatcft deteftation of. 
He, however, diffuadcd feveral volunteers of quality from accom- 
panyins^ him in the expedition; only the carl of Plymouth, the king's 
natural fon, piaued himfelf on running the fame hazard with a man,- 
who, in fpite otthe Ill-treatment he met with from the miniftry, could 
fo valiantly brave every danger in the fervice of his father. 

** Providence, however.deieated this malicious rcheme,by giving them 
remarkable fine weather through the whole voyage, which lafted three 
weeks; at xhe termination of which, by the aulftance of pumping the 
whole time to difcharge the water which leaked in very faft, they 
arrived fafe at Tangier ; and, perhaps, there cannot be a more ftriking 
inftance of innate firmnefs and magnanimity than in the behaviour oT 
this nobleman during the voyage : for though he was fully convinced 
of the hourly danger they were in, yet was his mind fo calm and un- 
difturbed, that he even indulged his paflion for the mufes amidft the 
tumults of the tempefluous elements ; and, during this voyage, com* 
pofed a poem, which is to be met with among his other works. 

"His lordfhipwas no friend to, or promoter of, the revolution. And 
when king James, in oppofition to that nobleman's advice, and that of 
his friends, did quit the kingdom, he appears to have been one of the 
lords who wrote fuch letters to the fleet, the army, and all theconfi- 
derable garrifonsin England, as perfuaded them to continue in proper 
order and fubjeflion. To his humanity, direflion, and fpirited be- 
haviour in council alfo, his majedy flood indebted for the prote6lioa 
he obtained from the lords in London, upon his being feizcd and in« 
fulted by the populace, at Feverlham in Kent. When the revolution 
was brought about, lord Mulgrave was guilty of no mean compliances 
to kin^ William; and though he voted and gave his reafons ftrongly 
in parbameot for the prince of Orange's being proclaimed king, 10- 

gaiher 
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life was of very (hort duration, as he does not appear ever (H 
have received a fecond appointment. On the 29th of 
May 1674J he was inftalled a knight of the garter, and 
foon afterwards made a gentleman of the bed-chamber to 
king Charles the Second, loi'd lieutenant of tlie eaft-riding 

of 

f ether with the priocefs his wife, and afterwards went to coart to pay 
is addrefTcs, where he was very gracioufly received, yet he accepted 
of no pod under that government till fome years afterwards. In the 
latter part of king William's reign, however, he enjoyed feveral higb 
offices; and on tnc acccflion of queen Anne, that princefs, who ever 
bad a great regard for hiiii, loaded him with employmehts and digni- 
' ties. In April 1702, he was fworn lord privy feal, made lord-lieute* 
xiantand cuflos rotulorum for the north riding of Yorkfhire, and ooe 
of the governors of the chartcr-houfe; and the fame year was appointed 
one of the commilTioners to treat of an union between England and 
Scotland. On the 9th of March 1703, he was created duke of Nqf- 
manby (of which he had been made marquis by king William) and, oil 
the t9th of the fame month, duke of Buckingham. In the year 1710, 
the whig miniftry beginning to give ground, his grace, who was flrongly 
attached to tory princinles, joined with Mr. Harley, afterwards earl of 
Oxford, in fuch meaiures as brought about a change in the minifliy, 
£book the power of the duke and dutchcfs of Marlborough, and intro- 
duced Mr. Harley, the earl of Shrew fbury, lord BoIingbroke,&c. into 
the adminillration. Her majefiy now offered to make him chancellor^ 
Ivbich he rcfufed; but, in 171 1, was appointed fteward of her roajefty's 
hptiiOiold, and prcfident of the council ; and, on her deceafe in 1713, 
\*3s nominated one of the lords juQices in Great Britain, till the arrival 
of king George the Firfi from Hanover. His grace's valour was, oh 
many occaHons, fufficiently proved; nor were his other abilities con- 
fined to letters only, and the encouragement of learning ; for by tBe 
accounts given of him by all his biographers, he appears to have been 
a mod accomplifhed nobleman ; whether we view him in the light of 
an excellent poet, a Oiining orator, a polite courtier, ora confummate 
ilatefman. But as talents fo fuperior, and a difpofition fo enterprizing 
as the duke of Buckingham's never fail to excite envy and malevo- 
lence, it is not to be wondered at that his charader ihould have been 
attacked with feverity by fome of his enemies. The principal faults 
they have laid lO his charge are, avarice, pride, and ill nature. As to the 
iirft, every one who is acquainted with the human heart muft be per- 
fc£l]y convinced that covetoufnefs is abfolutely incompatible with 
indolence, and yet it is well known that his grace loQ very confider- 
ably, for a courfe of forty years together, from his not taking the pains 
to viiit thofe efiates he poHefled ai fome diOance from London. And 
as to the latter p.^rt of the accufation, thofe who were mod intimate 
wiihhimhavc declared him to have been of a tender compaflionatedifpo* 
fition. He is, indeed, allowed to have been pafHonate; but when hit 
ja^e fubHded, his concern for having given way to that infirmity cvcr_ 
tefiified itfelf in peculiar a£ls of kindnefs and beneficence towards thofe 
on whom his pafiiofl bad vented itfcif* An iAtrcpid ibagA'aniaiity 
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of the county of York, and governor of Hull. Charles^ 
who had conceived an extraordinary attachment to him. 
Was not content with thus heaping multiplied em- 
ployijftents on him, but very foon afterwards fuperadded 
thofe of colonel of the old Holland regiment, and com- 
mander-in-chief of the forces fent to Tangier. 

^ On the acceffion of James 11. he was fworn one of th« 
ni^mbers of the privy couacil, and was very foon after made 
Iprd chamberlain of the houfehold. Thefe ftrong marksof 
rpyal favour did not, however, warp him from a zealous 
attachment to the conditution of his country. Though 
gen^ir^lly efteemed extremely loofe in his religious prin- 
ciplesi, no entreaties could prevail on him, nor any allure- 
ment$ entice him to abandon, at lead the external pro- 
feffion of proieftantifm. The (kill with which he par- 
ried all attacks of royal argument are, to this day, well 
remembered by men of wit. and humour j fo that after the . 
acceflion of king William he was again fworn of the 
privy council, and in the fixth year of the fame fovereign 
was created marquis of Normanby. Queen Anne, im- 
mediately after flife afcendcd the throne, made him lord 
Srivy fe^l ; and, in the next year, created him duke of 
uckingham and Normanby. In 1710 he was made 
lord fteward of the houlhold, and fometime after lord 
prcTident of the council. Having acquired the fummit of 
all the honour a friend and fovereign could beftow ; hav- 
ing, among all men of learning, eilablifhed a reputation 
which excited their regard and admiration ; and having 
retired for fome years from the bufy toil of public life, he 

died, 

» ^ 
and perfeverance in whatever he undertook, feem to have been hi^ 
ftrongeft chara^ieridic ; and although a natural gaiety of difpofiuon, 
backed hy affluence of foruine, led bim into fome a^s of liDertinifni 
in- his youth, efpecially with regard'to the fair fex, which, in the latter 
part of his life he frequently exprefled concern for; yet over his paf* 
lions ho fcemstohave had tne ftrongeft command, wnenever motivet 
of greater importance callrd upon him to lav a reftraint upon them* 
With refped to genius, and thofe talents wnich were adapted to the 
polite arts, icms evident, from bis works, that he poifefled them in an 
eminent degree. He was, perhaps, one. of the moft elegant*profe 
writers of his time> dioji is inferior to few even io the fublime nights 
of poetry,** 

•Vol. I« A a A noble 
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died, on the l4tb of Febniary 1721, in tbe feventy-thini 
year of his age. 

ORFORD, Edward Ruflel, Earl of,— was the fon of 
Edward Ruflel, fourth fon of Francis, earl of Bedford, by 
Penelope his wife, daughter of Mofes Hill, efquiip, ci 
Ailefbury in the kingdom of Ireland, and widow of fir 
William Brooke, knight. Being deftined, by bis father, 
for the fea fervice he received an education fuitable to 
fuch a purfuitf and entering at a very early age into tho 
navy, as a volunteer, was, when nineteen years old, 
appointed lieutenant of the Advice ; this was in the year 
jojit During the courfe of this year he fenred in the 
fame ftation on board the Revenge. On the commence- 
ment of the fecond Dutch war he was appointed tbiid 
lieutenant of the Prince, at that time fitting for the flag 
of fir Edward Spr^;ge. He preferring the London, Mr. 

» *" ■'■ " ■■■! ■■■ ■ ■ ■■»»■■ ■■■■!■ 

A noble monmncnt has been ereded to hit memory in Wefimiote 
abheyi b^Ariog tbe following infcription, written by nimfelf } 

MS. 

JOHANNIS SHEFFYLOE, 

Ex lUufiri Shbffyloioruk fiemmate 

Quod a rege Hen. III. (Haeredibui mafculii diredo 

Semper gradu fe invicem excipiemibiu) ad 

Hanc ufque statem duravit oriandi i comiiatoa 

Btr C K I N G H AN IJE ducit, NORMANBiA ducit, marchioniraue^ 

KIVLoa AviA comitis, baronis Sbeflyide deBoterwyke, et e nobiliflimo 

Perifcelidis ordine equitit. Primus ille naptm duxtt Urfolam Com otik 

SecandusCatherinamOAmtBUKii. TertittsdemumCarh.AN«x.isxija* 

Comitif&m Jae. I{. r^gpa, et Catherine Sedley, Doiceflicnfia comitifo 

filiam, 

Que Isto marito peperit, 1 Sophiam, 2 Jobannen, 9 Robertam, 

4 Henriettam, 

|larM» (oMMiea in gfcmio temporia mine re<)iiiefeeAiet) ^ EdmondoBi 

Matria jam tot cladibus affit^ folaoienunicum. Regnantc CaroloII» 

Cohort! deHol4andiacy£UBarci(|ueKingftooienfi ad ripamfluminia Hull 

Munit£ prsfe£lus eh, et cubiculariis regta primi ordinia afcitus : 

JLegnante dein Jacobo It. fa£lua efl bofpitii re^ia, camerariua : regnanto 

Anna privati (igilli cuflos et fecretioris coocilit praciea, 

Negotia publica in fuperiore domo parliamenti per Li v, 

Anooa (dut>ium an facundia an folertia majore) tradavit, 

£c dcBcientibus paulatim corporia viribus animi tamen 

Vigorem ad extremum ufque halitum retinuit. 

Qoeri tandem fuccumbena, 

XXIV die Feb. obdoimivit. 

Anno xcatis lxxv» falutia 

• ^ MDCCXX* 

N* B. By the inrcrtption on bia coflin he appean to hare hien only 
IcTcn^-three yeaxi old at the dme of his death. 

Riiffd 
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Ruflel was appointed to be firft lieutenant of the Rupert; 
and on the loth of June in the fame year (1672) was pro^ 
moted fo be coroinander of the PhGenix. In the follow- 
ing year he was rcfnovcd into the Swallow, by commif^ 
fion from prince Rupert. On the 15th of February 
1675, he was appointed commander of the Referve, and 
foon afterwards fent on the Mediterranean ilation. He 
continued there feveral years, but without having any 
opportunity of atchieving fuch an exploit as might give 
the world hopes of his future eminence, or appear fo worthy 
of the greatnefs of his name as to be panicularly recorded. 

On the 15th of December 1677, he was removed 
into the Defiance; .and, on the 20th of March fol- 
lowing, into the Swiftfure. He was appointed, on the 
loth of Augaft 1680, commander of the N ewcaftle ; and 
from the time he quitted the command of this (hip, a 
period not exaftly known,* till after the revolution: there 
is a total vacancy in his naval tho* not in his political life* 

The meafures of James the Second being totally ir- 
reconcileable to Mr. Kuflel's ideas of government, he was 
among the firft of thofe who repaired to the prince of 
Orange. His rank, added to a natural affability, had 
gained him an afcendancy over the hearts of naval people, 
which rendered his countenance and fupport ^ruly valuable; 
jmd he ufed every means in his power • to enhance the 
value of his fervice by the . moft diligent attention to 
the caufe in which he had embarked. His zeal for the 
caufe and intereft of the prince has been attributed, by 
many, to one of the meaneft principles that can aAuate 
the human breaft, revenge.. This may be a ready way 
of accounting for it; but it is fortunately contradicted by 
every future tranfadion of his life, unlefs we attribute to 
him vices which thofe, who have been his greateft ene- 
mies, have never thought proper to charge him with. 

His defertion of James, and warm efpoufal of hisadver* 
fary'^ caufe, certainly originated iji the pureft patriotifm, 
notwithttanding the political difcoveries that have been 
made in latter days may be thought to invalidate that idea. 

mm I ■ ■ ■ I. ■ ■ I ...^ I ■ — - I ■ • ■■ ■ II I 

* Ruflel, at this important crifis, fubmitted to the duties of a mcf- 
fenger, failing often between England and Holland, to prcfcrve the 
cominunications between the parties of both coiutrics. 

A a 2 But 
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. But though poflefled of all the fortitude and firmncft m* 
ccflary to the raoft honourable execution of his duty as z 
.commander, he wanted, in political concerns, that {labi- 
lity and decilion which, in fuch cafes, are always rcqui- 
fite to render a man otherwife than fufpeded by his 
friends, and contemned by his enemies. To a fickle 
wavering difpofition, owing merely to a want of confi* 
dence in his own judgment, he added a mod zealous 
attachment to what he deemed conducive to the real inte-^ 
reds of his country; but his irritable nature perpetually 
induced him to alter his opinion, as to the properell mode 
of pronioting it. He repaired to the {landard of the prince 
of Orange becaufe James wiihed to enflave his fubjefts; 
and he wi(hed to have quitted king William becaufe he 
weakly imagined his former fovereign cured of his folly^ 
and that if reftored he would have reqder^ his people 
happier than they felt themfelves under the dominion of a 
iforeigner, whofe cpnduft, however fair and unimpeachar 
))le, had unfortunately, in fome refpe£b, difpleafed them*. 
. 3e it remembered, that in every proof which has 
been brought forward, in latter days, pf hjs attach- 
ment to the cai^fe of the mifguided James, he appears in 
no degree to h^ve forfeited his honour. His error pro- 
ceeded from thp head, not the heart, and confequently 
deferves not to be imputed to him as a crime. He con* 
ftantly manifefted the utmoft averfion to accept of French 
affiftance, or even to admit their interference. From the 
fame fource by which we have derived our knowlege.qf his 
attachment to the late king, we alfo learn that he carnedly 
entreated him to prevent, if poflible, the meeting of the 
two fleets ; and particularly enforced his requed, that 
James would not himfelf embark on board that of 
France, for as he was an officer, and ari EngliPiman, it 
behoved him to fire upon the firft French fliip he met^ 
even though James himfelf ihould appear upon its deckt. 

Wc 



♦ Macpberfon, Vol. i. p. 700. 

i Admiral Ruflel, who bad the command of the Englifh fleet, SdW 
pretended tu be in ihe king's intereft ; he was diflTatisficd with the 
King's declaration. There was a necefTity of doing all chat was poC« 
(ibk to content a pcrfon who held the crown of England fo far in his 

hands* 
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We are forry to be obliged to diflcnt from what fo able 
ft man as Mr. Macpherfon has added on this occafion, 
namely, that Ruflcl had, in all hisaftions, no othefobjeft 
in view than his own advantage. We muft cvet impute 
his condud to the caufe we have jufl afligned ; he had 
attained the higheft command his new fovereign could 
inveft him with ; and the honours which were afterwards 
beftowed by the fame hand, would not, in all human 
probability, have been conferred in any highef degree by 
the new fovereign of his heart, James. William poflefled 
too much greatnefs of foul to reward treachery that af- 
fifted him, or to wreak his vengeance on a man of 
honour becaufe he was his opponent *. That William, 
who was from the beginning acquainted with Ruflers 
correfpondence with James, was perfeftly convinced of 
that admiral's integrity ; and, above all, his cotifcientious 
attachment to the interdfts of his country^ we need adduce 
no more certain proof than his having continued to em- 
ploy, and, what is (till ftronger, to reward him, 

10 quit our humble attempt to refcue this noble com- 
mander's charaSer from fome part of that ill-opinion 
many perfons have appeared wilhng to entertain of him, 

hands. Lloyd was Ruffel's fridnd. Ruflcl had feveral conferences 
before he came away with the princefs of Denmark. He expreffed 
ilia earned dcfire to ferve the king. He faid the people were inclined 
enough to his fideaeain, if the king would ukea right line to continua 
them fo. He advited htm, if he wiflied to reifn as a Catholic kine 
over a Proteftant people, he muft forget the patt and grant a general 
pardon ; and that as for him he made no Aipulations for himfelf, 
laying, it was the puMic good, and no private advantage, made him 
enter into this affair. He told him, therefore, that if he mtt the 
French fleet he would fight it, were even the king himfelf 00 board: 
but that the ipetbod he propofed to ferve the king, was by going out 
of the way with the Englilb fleet." — Macpherfon's ^tate Papers, 
tot. i. page 1^4^.1 

* He is known fretiaently to have employed, in the moft confequen* 
tial offices, tbofe he Knew to be among the mod zealous partisans of 
the. late kingi he was confident their continuance in office was a 
fufficicnt pledge for their fidelity to tht nation ; and that Englifhmen, 
who po(t*cfled honour, would never fufler a fovereign to b^ placed on 
their throne by any foreign power or princr o» 
EARTH; this confidcration rendered it the more indifferent to him 
what were the political ttnets and attachments of fail miniflers. 

A a 3 and 
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and refume our narrative: •— Soon after the acceflion of 
king William Mr. Ruflel was promoted to be admiral of 
the blue fquadron ; and having hoifted his flag on board 
the Duke, ferved in that capacity under the earl of Tor- 
rington^ when he put to fea, with the fleet confiderably 
reinforoedi after the battle of Bantry bay. Nothing me-- 
morable, however, took place during the time it was 
prudent for it to keep the lea. On the ift of December 
following he failed for Holland with a fmall fquadron of 
five fail, out contrary winds and ftormy weather compelled 
him to return. Finding the Duke, and the third rates of 
his fquadron too large to truft on the Dutch coaft at that 
advanced feafon of the year, he ihifted his flag into the 
Fubbs yacht, and failed again on the nth, with only three 
fourth rates, two frigates, and the Mary yacht. 

The objeA of this million was to condu& the queen 
of Spain to the Groyne ; and it is thought, by Burnet, 
to have been extremely prejudicial to the interefts of 
the EngUfh nation, as the fleet was fo long retarded by 
contrarywinds, that the opportunity was loft of blocking 
up the Toulon fquadron, a fervice that was to have been 
executed by part of this fleet. Whether this be true or 
falfe is not our bufmefs to enquire. Admiral Ruflel 
arrived in fafety at Schonevelt, on the coaft of Zealand 
but the queen did not embark till the middle of January. 
The fauadron returned to the downs on the i8th, and 
admiral Ruflel removed into his old (hip the Duke. 

He was detained by contrary winds*, and did not fail 
from ToAay till the 7th of March. After a ftormy and 
dilagreeable paflage of nine days, he arrived in fafety at the 
Groyne, where having landed his diarge, and nnfade the 
detachment for Cadiz under the command of vice-admiral 
Killegrew, he prepared to return to England, and arrived 
at Plymouth on the 25th of April. He is faid, by all 
hiftorlans who have entered into particulars, to have com** 
mandcd the blue (quadron at the battle of Beachy Head. 
This is a miftake ; the admiral himfelf was in London at 
the Itime, and the blue fquadron, commanded by vice- 



* Till hk convoy wat encreafed, b^ rcpoued additiooi, to three 
ftuadred (ail,juadcr the protc^oo of thirty fliips of war* 

admiral 
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Actmifal Debyal. The only flur we can dircover, that 
ou^t in realitv tb afied his reputation^ is the very un- 
warranted ufe he is reported to have made of his ix^ucnce 
with the court, to the prejudice of the brave but unfortu- 
nate earl of Torrtngton; an influence which^. in its ex- 
ertion, produced its own punifhment, entailing on its 
I>ofleflbr the contempt of his friends and the juft indigna- 
tion of his enemies. 

Qn the 23d of December 1690, Mr. Ruflel was 
appointed commander-in-chief of the fleet which had 
then returned into port for re-eauipment againft the 
enfiiing fumpier. When ready for fea its appearance 
was truly formidable ; it confided of fifty-feven Eng- 
lifli and feventeen Dutch ihips of the line. With 
fuch a force what might not have been expended f Yet 
fuch was the delay, occafioned by contrarv winds, and 
fuch was the extreme caution of the French*, that 
the fummer pafled over in a fruitlcfs repetitioft of pro* 
jeded attack^ on their ports, none of which were ever 
attempted to be carried into execution. In the follow- 
ing year the eyes of all Europe were turned, in the utmoft 
expedation and anxiety, on an enterprife which was to 
complete the triumph, or totally defeat the expedations 
of the miferable and unfortunate exile, James, ftill (Uled 
by the French, king of Great Britain. The preparations 
for war, which had for fome time been languid^ or, at 
leaft, not exceeding the ordinary courfe of national con- 
teft, on a fudden ainimed an appearance of vigour worthv 
of the great ftake for which two nations were to contend, . 
whether Britain fhould maintain on its tluone the de- 
fendet of its liberties, and the fovereign of its choice, or 
be compelled to receive again, one whom it had rejedled^ 
from tM h^mh rf Louis the Fourtftenth ! !! 

The appearance of viftory at Beachy Head, the pro- 
mifed countenance of the numerous partizans of James 
who ftill refided in England, the manv capricious excep- 
tions taken by petfons of the firft rant to the condud of 
William, all appeared to pro^nofticate, and t ven to enfure 
fuccefs. They infufed additional fpirit into the Frcnoh 

* The conduQ of the French confirmed a belief that Mont Tour* 
Ville had orders to avoid the En^lifh ; and to that end fliifted bit 
fiaiioa as (ail as any of bis fcoucs difcovered thofe of his antagonifts. 

Aa4 iiation^ 
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nation, till cnthufiam made each individual almoft thiili: 
himfclf the arbiter on whom the fate of Europe de- 
pended. The equipment^ defined to carry into execu- 
tion the wild projefts of Louis, whimfically furnamed 
the great) was immenfe, was worthy an honefter caufe, 
and an ' abler condudor. Jts force has been varioufly 
Rated ; fome reprefenting it as not more than forty-four 
fliips, the divifion from Toulon not having joined, white 
others have fwelled the account to fixty-three and up- 
wards. The combined fleet evidently out-numbered 
them : they reckoned no lefs than ninety-nine fail in their 
line of battle. But pride, pofitive orders, and the vain 
hopes of defeAion from the part of the Enslifli, induced 
the French admiral, Tourville, to rifk an aaion contrary 
to all the dilates of policy, difcipiine, or common pru- 
dence. The event mignt eafily have been forefecn; 
Britain triumphed : and the de{lru£lion of his friend and 
ally's fleet put a final period even to the hope of the 
wretched James*. 

Many 

* A variety of accounts have already bcf n publiOicd of this well* 
known engagement, each, witkoot doubt, drawn from the bcft infor- 
mation the writer was able to colIe£l. From the confufion prevalent 
on fuch occafions, it rarely happens that two people, each prefent and 
viewing the (ame obie£l, though in different diredions, agree in the 
fame report. The letter written by admiral RuiTcl, to the earl of 
Nottingham, far as it goes, may certainly be reckoned one of the mod 
perfe£l accounts : yet, of all the perfons prefent at an engagemept, 
the admiral who condu6^s it is, probably, the lead capable of defcrib- 
ing it with truth and accuracy. Independent of that prejudice and 
partiality that ever fways the mind, to report, as fads, what the inch* 
nation of the relater wiflies fiiould be fo,^the mind of a commander 
mud, of neceffity, be fo occupied in the ^and objed of his duty, as 
to be utterly incapable of unaeruking, with any degree of precifioii, 
the office of an hiflorian. Without meaning, therefore, to depreciate 
in the fmallcft degree the account given by admiral Ruffe], which ,is 
given at length by Campbell, we have, as a curiofity, added ont, 
written at the time, by an officer on board the Oflbry, which is the 
more intitled to credit, as the produ3ion of an impartial hand and 
never intended for the public eye, to which it is now firff offered. 
We beg leave to obfcrve the force of the French, as well as their lofs 
in the adion, is much greater than has ever hitherto been admitted by 
our bcfl hifforians ; and fevcral other particulars are related hiiherio 
not generally known. 

" The 
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Many pcrfons contetn{>lating the force of the 

allied fleet, and confidering the vaft inequality of the 

enemy, may probably attribute lefs merit to tne Eng- 

lifh admiral than he really deferves. Superior as was 

his force, it was not poflible to bring into that part of th« 

aflion, in which thie French were firft difcomfited, number* 

equal even to thofe which they put to flight. Admiral 

Rufleri 
• ^^ 

Ext. Journ. May ift« 
*• The Oflbry, captain John Tyrrel commander, an. i6g«, 

*' In the afternoon fell into a line of battle; aboQt five next mdrit^ 
tng got fight of the French fleet : they bore down upon us, and at teil . 
came within (hot : we engaged and fo lay till noon firing very fmartly.— 
N. B. A feaman*! day commences at twelve o'clock at noon. 

May 19, at two P. M. we gained the weather gage of the enemy. The 
Dutch intended to tack upon them, but fell to leeward; but our red 
Und the rear-admiral of the blue furrounded them. It proving calm 
we got our boats a- head, towed towards the enemy, and renewed the 
a£lion. About three the wind chopped to the eaftward and prefently 
proved calm with a great fog, infomuch that we could not fee the 
enemy to fire at them. At four the weather cleared up and we got 
fiffht of them to th^ northward of us. At feven the French vice* 
admiral of the blut was fet on fire by one of our fire-fhips and blev 
dp. Three third rates were alfo burnt, and two more three* decked 
ftipS funk. The night approaching, and the wind veering to the 
taorth-eall, gave the enemy the weather gage, and about nine we loft 
fight of them. Rear-admiral Carter, wounded in this day's eng^e- 
ittent, loft his leg and foon after departed this life. TAe French flett 
tonfiflcd of abcutjixty'Jive fighting Jhips. May 90, chaced. May 91, 
chace continued. May 22, the enemy lay under Cape la Hogue, 
fome of them aground. The admiral called a confultation to deftroy 
the faid fhips, which the rear admiral of the red engaged to do. 

May 83,yefierdav in the afternoon all our blue, and the red that (lood 
in after the French admiral of the white, with the Dutch, anchored 
%ere, having burnt three of the enemy's three- decked (hips and two 
tn6re men of war. The Dutch alfo brought off a French firc-fhip from 
Aldemey, but could e(Fe£l nothing againft the other fire- (hips that lay 
there. Towards night fir George Kooke, vice-admiral of the blue, 
with about twenty fail of third and fourth rates, and feveral fire-fiiibs, 
■flood in for the enerfty's fhips; we likewife feni our long-boat with 
arms, and well manned, Sir George having Hiifted his flag on board the 
Eagle. After fome conned with the batteries on fhore, at eight our 
boars went on board the enemy's ihips and burnt four three-decked 
Ibips and four third rates. In the morning we fent all our boats as 
1>erore, our third rates riding in (hore: the boats burnt three third- 
rates and four three-decked Thips. In all, we burnt and funk in the 
engagement, and otherwife, fourteen Jail of three decked Jhip$t and 
eighteen fail of third and fourth rates. About eleven this morn the 
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KtxflH's account^ which is wonderfully plain and modeft^ 
as well in rcfped to the fleet he commanded as the lofs of 
the enemy, confirms this idea — " though it muft be con* 
fcffcd," fays he> " that ournumber was fuperior to theirs^ 
which probably at fir ft might ftartle them, yet by their 
coming down with that rciolution * I cannot think it had 
any great efftfk upon them ; and this I may affirm for 9 
truth, not with any intention to value our own adion or 
to leflen the bravery of the enemy, that they were beaten 
by a number confiderably lefs than theirs> the calmnefs and 
thickncfs of the weather giving very few of the Dutch, or 
llie blue, the opportunity of engaging/' Signal as wa» 
the defeat of the enemy, enough had not been done to 

bolts and third -rates came off having received no harm. Sir Geotgt 
kiA^cil his flag on board the Neptune ^in." 

To this wc (ball fubjoin ad account^ found on board a French £x> 
lhi{>, of the firfl and fccond rates burnt. 

$niiel Royal - 112 Another, whofe name is alfo 

IhirricatnQ ^ io8 untntelligible - ^ 

Si. Pliilip * • 108 A third, in the (ame fituadon 90 

Ambitcux - - 104 Admiraljlc • 5^ 

St. Michael - - 100 Grand *• - 86 

One ihip» whofe name we Magnificent • • 84 

cannot make out, probably -*— > 

the Coniiueiant • 96 Total guns, 1068 

Exclulive of fifteen third rates and feterat merchant fliips. 

* We ihall now add the following fliort and political account of 
this ever memorable ad.ion from the pen of fir John Dalrymple ; and 
we are induced to do it in confequence of ih'e very firong and juftifi- 
catory remark he makes on the charaQeraod condud of Ruflel. 

** Tourvilie, who was in the Royal Sun carrying one hundred and 
ten guns» the fined fhip in Europe, paQcd all the £>utch and Englifii 
Ihips which he found in his way, finglcd out Ruflel and bore down upoa 
htm ; but by the reception which he got he was foon convinced oibis 
miftake, in thinking that an EngliOi admiral could, in confideration of 
any inicrcft upon earth, flrike to a French one: yet, though coofci* 
ous of the inferiority of his fleet, he was afliamed to abandon a fitua^ 
tion wbicii his officers in vain advifed him to avoid. And the reft of 
the admirals and the captains, aihamcd to abandon their head, joined 
in the a£lion as faft as they came up, and mainuined it, not fo much 
hoping io gain honour, as driving to lofe as little as tbey could. The 
battle went on, in different parts, with unceruin fuccefs, from the vaft 
number of the fliips engaged,which fometimes gave aid to the diflrefied 
and at other times fnatcbed viQory from thofc who thought they were 
fare of it. Allemond, the DtMch admiral, who was in the van, and 
had received orders to get round the French fleet in order that no part 
of it mi^htcrcanc. attempted in vain to obey; anda thick fog, at four in 
the afternoon, iepaiatcd the combatants from the view of each other."* 
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<»ntent the noinds of all : but no people 9$^, perh|>fl^ 
more extravagant in tbeir expc^ttons thaa the Britifii . : 

Various are the chargescapricious fancvhas induoed di£> 
ferent perfons to advance againil RuflH : nis not deftroyix^ 
Ihips tnat he oould not overtake ; his not landing an arrn^ 
on the coaft of France, when he had not a foldier «a 
board his fleets his kn&ng fhips into port that had beeai 
fo crippled ia the engagement as to be unfit for fervice^ 
and his returning hinueif when it would have been mad^ 
ntd to have continued at Tea any longer, have all been 
leparately adduced as To many incoatrovectible proofs of 
bis ddini)ueDcy, his treachery » his treafon. Singularijr 
unhappy .would be the fituation of a commander, tf, aftei* 
having ibked his xeputatioo, his honour, ia the defence of 
his country ; if, after having preferved both for its futnre 
fervice, they were to be left open to the attack of a tniC^ 
guided populace, or, if poflible, the more unmanly attadc 
of a literary partizan, who has, through caprice, or fomo^ 
thing worle, rejefled hiftoricsl truth for calumny: tem^ 
porary afiaukt, of both thele kinds, may, for a ihort time 
indeed be fuccetsful, but time, operating like truth, wilt 
foon expofe the errors of one, and the infiimy of the other. 

Campbell has, very honourably, taken morethaoordinary 
pains to excuIpateRuflel from the attack of Burnet andotheiSb 
^ The true or rather principal reafon (fays' he) which in« 
duced Ruifel to return, was his define to make the moftof 
his vi^lory, by immediately taking on board the troops in^ 
tended for the defcent, but it is very evident he was not 
in the fecret, ofthf intendtdpian ff ^per/rtiom \ and whentlie 
fchemes, or, rather hints of the mtniftry were (erioufly 
confidered, they wererefolved to be impraAicablc. The 
plain fource of the confufion was, that the minifiers of 
(late were not difpofed to take upon themfelves the direc* 
tion of an affair which they were apprehenfive would mif- 
cariy ; but were willing to put it upon the land and fea 
officers, that they alone might remain accountable Tor 
whatever happened* The bottom of the bufinefs was a 
defign upon firell, which might have been executed if the 
tranfports had been readv, as the admiral advifed, in May. 
b is certain^ thereforty that whtrcver thefaub lay it was not 
with himJ** 

The temporary fury, notwilhflanding the want of 

proper materials to feed and fuppiy it, raged with the 
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titmoft vi6lencc againft Rnffel. A Terious fcrutiny mtd 
his condu£b was commenced in parliament during the 
winter, and ended, as might have been forefeen, highly 
to his honour*. The popular heat was, however, not td 
be allayed by any meafure fliort of his difmiffion from his 
command. This took place early in the fpringi and 
with it he refigned alfo the treafury-fliip of the navy, an 
office, which he had held ever fince the year 1689. 

The ill-fuccefs of our naval operations during the funjmer 
bf 1693, occafioned his recal again to the fervicc foon as 
ever the fleet returned into port for the winter: and 
William, as though he attempted to palliate his former 
difmiflion, appointed him, in addition to his other truft, 
on the 2d of May following, firft commifltoner for execut- 
ing the office of lord high admiral. The fleet bein^ ready 
for fea, Ruflel hoifted his flag, as commander-in-chief, on 
the I ft of May. The operation refolved on to be firft 
attempted, was an attack on Breft ; a refolution fatal as 
well as difgraceful to the Britilh arms, and which ended 
in the deftrudion of lieutenant-general Talnafli, who 
commanded, by land, the forlorn hope facrificed on this 
melancholy occafion. The execution of this fervicc was 
committed to a detachment under the lord Berkley. The 
erand fleet, under the command of Ruflel, did not fail 
from Spithead till the 6th of June. The French failing 
in their attempt to render themfelves mafters of the Eu- 
ropean feas had turned their efforts towards the Mediter- 
ranean, where the count de Tourville was ordered to col- 
left all the naval force of France. Thither Ruflel was 
fent with a fleet compofed of one hundred and thirty-fix 
ihips, eighty-eight pf which were of the line of battle : 
and the admiral of France retiring with precipitation to 
the harbour of Toulon, convinced the neighbouring ftates 
cf their error, after every means of rhetoric had been ufed, 
with temporary fuccefs, to imprefs them with an idea of 
the naval fupremacy of Louis. 

During the time the fleet continued in the Mediter- 
ranean Ruflel was attacked by a violent fever, and 

♦ Refolved— That admiral RufTel, in hit command of the flcol 
during the la& fummer's expedition, had behaved himfclf with coo-' 
rage, fidelity, and condu6l.— — f'o^itt ofHonfe of Commons, 
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reduced fo low, that he was obliged to leave the chief 
command of the fleet, for a time, with vice-admiral 
Aylmer. . But having, in fome degree, recovered 
his health towards the autumn, he refumed the com- 
mand and failed for Cadiz, where he arrived on the 
8th of November. Having vrintered there, he returned 
to his former ftation the following year, where he kept 
the French thoroughly in awe. He convinced all the 
nations of the world of the inferiority of the French naval 
power, when compared to his own ; and prevented the 
detachment of any force fuflicient to difturb the tran- 
quillity of the European feas*. He returned to England 
in the autumn, and appeared no more in the chara6ler 
and (lation of a naval commander. 

In 1697, when king William wa8 preparing to go 
to Holland, admiral Ruliel, then firft commiffioner 
of the adniiralty, was appointed one of the lords 
juftices during his abfence, and created a peer by the 
title of baron of Shingey, vifcount Barfleur, and earl 
of Orford, Thefe titles, however, though they were 
evident marks of his poifefling. his fovereign's favour and 
attachment, could not fecure to him an equal Ihare ia. 
the good graces of the people. In an addrefs, prefented 
by the houfi^ of commpns to the king, in the month of 
^pril 1699^ they took occafion to throw out feveral ob- 



* His Mediterranean command was not exempt from that obloquy 
and afpcrfion which appear 10 have ever purfacd nim. A Britifh fleet 
of that magnitude, in the Mediterranean, wai a fight new and uo* 
•pmmon. A$ an unexpe£led fervice, no care had been ever taken t» 
make the proper arrangements, and appoint the neceflary purveyora, 
who (hould attend to, and provide for its fupport, fo that the noble 
admiral, on his arrival in the Mediterranean, was obliged to add to 
bis proper employment of admiral and commander-io-chief, the very 
heterogenous one of agent vi£lualler alfo. Yet was the fleet never 
better or more oeconomicallv provided for, nor, ftrange to tell 1 iu 
purveyor more abufed. The admiral was even charged with having 
procured, by his influence, the refolution that the fleet fliuuld winter 
in Cadiz, purpofetv that he might turn to a private pecuniary advan- 
tage, the oflicc he nad undertaken, of providing for the neceflities of 
the people under his command : but which was fo far from being the 
hQ, that the meafurc was not only adopted in diametrical oppoutioa 
to bis advice, but he alfo had patriotifm and public fpirit enough to 
pawn his own credit, and fortune to provide for his people's wants. 
When that of government vas anally infu£Bcient« 
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fiqne hints againft the condu£t of the earl, who, not 
wnliog to f iflc the tfauquillify he wifhed to enjoy, endea-r 
vonred to a?ert the heavy cloud of difpleafare that threat- 
ened to horft over him, by refigning all his employments ♦• 
This facrifice, of the exchange ot an z&ivc and trouble^ 
feme itation for the hoped- forpeace, if the qnietof a private 
Sfe could be called one, was nor fufficient to cahn the 
leftlefey OBeafy fpiiit/ of his releatlefs foes. He was 
charged,^ Rot only with countenancing but being an zStazl 
acconrplice of one Kidd, who, under a commiifion 

isaftired him for the fnppreflion of pirates, had himfeif 
eenc gnSty of the crime he was fent to ptmift. There 
lb aocharge^ hov^crcr violent or improbable, that the 
lage of party wiJl not (bmetimes inculcate the belief, and 
eneonmge the profccwtion of. King William himfelf„ as 
Campbtil very juftly obferves, muft have thought ftrangely 
•f the fa$rioitfm of thofe days which could fuggeft fuch an 
impvtatioBy when he is himfeif reported to have faid, he 
Knew the whole mattei better than any body, and, if he 
ttitght be admitted as a witnefs, he could vindicate, from 
lis own Inowlege, all they had done. It is but juftice 
t» fay, the earl took every poflible means in bis power ta 
l>bta»D aa open trial, as the mofl: certain method of vindi- 
cattng his chaiaAer from fo foul an afperfioft. But the 
Commons, who found too late they had eatered nfhly into 
tM tccufation, were glad to quibble about forms and ce- 
remonies^ and fo drop a charge they found themfelves in- 
capable of fttlbining* 

From: this time» tilt the eighth year of queen 
Anne, he concerned himfeif no farther with public 
btifmefs than perfons of his elevated rank ufbalfy do, 

* We have added the following tellinony of fir CloadcOy Shovel 
M to the deferts of this noble lord; an opinion, when given in a pr>-> 
vace difrnierefled way like the prcfent, we pfcfome nobody will pre- 
tend to controvert, at no paroxyfm of party hat ever yei dared t^ 
inpeach eitbei bis jadgmcm, bis abilities, or kia bonooi. 

Swiftfufc in the Downs, »? Mav, f6o9« 

My Lord,- ^ -y^ 

1 have ever received your ]ordfiiip*s letters with fireat joy, till lafl 
yicht I had yours which brought me the ill news ot your quitting all 
pubfic employments, for which I am verv forry both for my conntiy 
and my own fake, beiM well affiired, and trulv fatisficd, that emr 1^ 
iiirreparaUe. — Ext. of a Lett, to the earl of Or(brd.«-»Si0iF. Fapiru 
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whether conneded with the adminiftration of govern-* 
snent or no. 1'his may be readily accoiihted for by re-, 
colieding the diredion of all naval affairs were con- 
fided, by queen Anne, in prince George of Denmark, 
who, impiediately on her acceffion, was declared lord high 
admiral, a poft he continued to hold till his death. 

On the 8th of November 1709 the earl was once mow 
called into public lit e,beingappointed firft commiifioner for 
executingthe officeof lord high admiral. He was offered on 
this occafion the very confequential and honourable poft 
of lord high admiral : this he pofitively refufed taking, 
though he expreffed himfelf perfedljr willing to accept of 
a fhare in the diredion of it. This is a very fmgular in« 
ilance of modefly and felf-denial, particularly in a man 
to whom pride has been fo frequently imputed as a crime. 

He did not long, however, continue to hold the poft ho 
had accepted, for, foon after the recnoval of the earl of 
Godolphin from the office of lord high treafurer, Orford 
refigned his poft of firft commiffionei* of the admiralty % 
and again retired from public life, till the deceafe of the 
queen ; upon which event he was chofen one of the lords 
juftices to siSt till the arrival of king George the Firft from 
Manover. This monarch immediately appointed him one 
of his privy council; and on the 13th of Ot^ober follow* 
ing replied him tp his former poft of firft commiffioaer 
of the admiralty : this he continued to hold till the if th 
of April 1717, when he retired altogether from public 
employment. He died at his houfe in covent-garden 00 
the 26th of Novenftber 1727, in the feventy-fifth year of 
his age. He married the lady Mary, third daughter of 
William, duke of Bedford ; but leaving no iliiie the title 
became extind. 

After the formal explanation we have given of what 
we take to have been his political principles, it is nced« 
lefs to add any thing relative to his public chara6kr« 
|n private life he was generous t, mnigling the mu- 
nificence and elegance of a noble with the cordial, tin- 

referved 



^ On the 4tb of Odobcr 1710, he wm fucceeded by iir John Leake* 

i He has been charged witbpoffi^ffingan uncommon (hareof pride and 

auAerity. If any attention is to be paid to his private letters ; if tbef 

arc to be confidered » proofi of thejoataral bcnt^xid turn of his jnnid^ 
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rcfexYcd familiarity of a private gentleman. Tfcr 
fplendor of an entertainment given by him when comr 
mander-in-chief in the Mediterranean, muft ever be re- 
membered as an additional and incontrovertible proof of 
bis liberality — a liberality not difgraced by oftentation, 
inafmuch as a fleet of Engliih Ihips of war, being a fight, 
dmoft totally new to the Italian ftates, it was at lead po- 
litical, if not neceffary, to imprefs with an high opinion of 
the magnificence of his nation, thofe to whom the French 
had ufed every pollible endeavour to reprefent it as mean 
aiMi contemptible* 

QSSORY, Thomas Butler, Earl of,— is one of thofe 
Tcjry extraordinary perfonages who have, in different ages, 
taken up the profeffion of arms with every labour and fa* 
tigue attached to it, merely from a fpirit of gallantry 
implanted in them by nature^ and a defire of no other re* 
ward or gratification for their fervice than the juft applaufe 
of their countrymen, and the charaders of heroes. He 
was the elded Ion of James, duke of Ormond, fo created 
in the 13th year of king Charles the Second, as a reward 
for his conftant loyalty and attachment to himfelf and his 
Toyal father. The mother of this noble earl was the lady 
Elizabeth Prcfton, daughter of Richard, lord Dingwell, 
and earl of Defmond in the kingdom of Ireland. 

His entrance into the fervice was marked with that bold 
intrepidity, and true contempt of danger, which was ever 
apparent m all his actions. On his return from Ireland 
in May 1666, he paid a vifit to the earl of Arlington, at 
Eufton in Suffolk. The long engagement between the 
duke of Albemarle and the Dutch, commenced on the 
morning of the ifl of June, and the earl, informed af this 
event by the report of the cannon, inflantly repaired to 
Harwich, where he embarked tlie fame night, in company 
with fir Thomas Clifford, in queft of the duke, under 
whom he intended to enroll himielf as a volunteer. He 
reached the fleet on the evening of the 2d, and was the 
more virelcome gueft as he carried information to Albe-. 
marie, who was retreating from the very fuperior force of 
the Dutch, that prince Rupert was haftcning to his afTiflt*^ 

they ^cry fully prove him to have been dcflitute of both, farther than 
was Dcceflary to the proper maintenance of hi» dignity, and the honpur . 
«f die office be held. 

a ance. 
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Ance, and mifht be hourly expefied. This very fingulaf 
attention to the intereft and fervice of his country was 
luftiy thought fo meritorious by king Charles, that afte^ 
his return from the fleets on board which he cohtinueq 
till the end of Aiiguft *> he wa$ called up to the noufe of 
peers, by the title of lord Butler of Moor park t* His 
fervice as a volunteer during the firft thitch War procured 
his advancemeht to the rank of a cdmmandeir, the inftant 
z fecond commencement of hoftilities with the fame na- 
tion appeared even probable. A fubordinate flation, con- 
iidering the irregular mode of appointing captains at that 
time of day, would haVe.been derogatory t6 his fpiriti in- 
trepidity, and rank. We find him on ooard the Refolu* 
tion^ fecond in command of the fmall fquadron^ Under fii^ 
Robert Holmes, which attacked the Dutch Smyrna fleet in 
the month of March 1 67 1 -2. He difplayed on this occa- 
iion his ufual fpirit> and was, in confequence, honoured 
with the higheft encomium^. He was, foon afterwdrds^ 
removed intt) the ViSory ; and had it beeh poflible for 
the reputation he had already gained to have received any 
addition, his condu6l at the battle of Solebay would have 
acquired him that fatisfa£lion. As one of the feconds to 
the duke of York, who.i^ admitted on all hands to have 
behiaved moft gallantly, he accompanied him through all 
hisdatigiefs, when deferted by the French and attacked by 
the unitied (^uadrons of De Kuytet and Banckert^ and was 
alike the companion of his glory, and his dift^efs X^ 

Early in.the month of May 1 673, he w^ raifed to the rttnk 
of rear-admiral of the blue fquadron by the fpecial ap- 
pointment of Charles the Second^ who thinking it necef- 
larji to make fome apology to the reft of thie fervice, foi; 
raifing fo young an officer to fo high a t)oft, declared he 
did it in confeqUerice of the high efteem he entertained of 
the many fignal fervices performed by the earl on many 

■ ■■ ■ • ■■ • ■■■ - I ■ r . ■ ; .. ■ f 

* Wben no pro)nbllity appeared of any future engagement taidng 
place that feafon. 

4 <*. Whitehall^ Sept. 23. Tuefday laft took bis plate in parlia*^ 
faint tb^ right honourable Thomas, earl of OIT^ry, his majefly naving 
iMte fifth the honour to call Km thither by writ." 

X " The earl of Oflbry^ who had till now kept his flation adern 0^ 

ihe duke, was fo diiilblcd that he was forced to bear aw^ to refit.*'— 

Macpbcrfon's State Papers, Vol. I. p. 66 » 

. Vo^. L B b occaaonsj 
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^caftons, as well in his coBduft during the ^recedi^g 
ftiitimer as at other times. He ferved in this flation 
during the two engagements which took place between 
{)rince Rupert and the Dutch, firft on the 28th of May» 
and on the 4rh of June. Having hoifted bis flagxm board 
the St. Michael y he was veiy Ibon afterwaids pramoted to 
be vice-admiral of the red. His condud in the laft 
aftion which took place during this wtr has been mont 
taken notice of by htflorians than on any former occafion, 
hot becaufe it was more brilUant, for that, perhaps, was 
impofiible, but as though his name had fo frequently- oc« 
curred, till the familiarity with it had made them, «s it 
ivere, aihamcd of their former neglefk* 

To the gallantry of the earl of Offory*we owe the 
|)referTatron of the Royal Prince, after ihe had been ib 
completely di(abtcd as to compel fir Edward Spn^e^ 
-wliofc flag was on board her, to quit her, and go on board 
the St. George. So high did he ftand in the opinion of 
king Charles, as wdl in refpcd to the prudential re^* 
iites of a great commander, as to his gaHantry «nd other 
tnore brilliant qualities, that when the prinoe ^putted the 
command of the fleet in the month of September Ibllow* 
ing, the earl, though at that time hehftd not attained ai veiy 
l^xalted rank in the fenrice, was ^pouted to the diicf 
command during his highnefs's absence. With tUs 
honourable appointment his naval fervice clofed^ peace 
taking place Nvith the United Provinces fooo after* The 
earl, whofe thirft for glory was not to bedampediiy trivial 
obftacfcs^ or the dtfadvantage of encountering, ftttheage 
of forty years, a fcrvkc in whi^h he had hitherto iitde 
practice, and confeauently lefs expenCQce^ prepased to 
take upon him a military comihand* 

It is curious to obferveho w woodetftiUy the dfi(crctttiiift&« 
tcfls of political flates con vert the mod inveterate eBeotiesef 
yeflcrdayinroftea dyauJfltenu o u sfeppegteff sonthe i n o rr o w . 
The earl, who had fo Isftely, in aih^nce with the Fnneh^ 

■ ' ' ■■■ ■ y ■■■ / ■ 

* The gfear ■nn of the Diueh admiral wto to iiok or U&e tba 
Koyal Prince : but the eari of Ofoty^ aid fir Joho Kempihonie. to- 
j^erhcr iviih Sprasge himlelf, lo cffiedaaUv procoacd the difabied 
i^etTcl, that none ottheenemy'a firdhtps coold cooie attar hcTt ilioii§h 
this was often atiempted.«-CampbeU, Vol. II. p. t^9» 

•exerted 
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te^rtedhis fpirit and abilities in dppofition to the United 
3Provinces> now aflbmed a military command in their de- 
fence^ and againft his former coUeagueSi He was ap- 

' |)ointed general-in-chlcf of his majefty's forces in the fer- 
Vice of his highnefs the prince of Orange, and the ftatcs 

* of the United Provinces. At the battle of Mons, fought 
on the gd of Auguft 1678, with the French army, com- 
manded by the duke of Luxembourg, his condud was as 
exemplary as it before had been when a naval com- 
mander *k 

Returning to England as foon as the War was over, hp, 
^as! did not long continue to enjoy the high reputati(]|n 
he had eained in his new occupation, vin the nfionth pf 
July 1600 he was attacked by a violent fever, which put 
a period to his exiftence, after a very few days illnefs> on the 
30th of the fame j&onthi in the forty -fixth year of his 
age. 

His eminent loyalty, and forward zeal on all occafionis, 
to ferve his country and his fovereign, was manifefted by 
a continued feries of brave, and generous aftioiis, which, 
as they rendered him honoured and efteemed by al]> when 
liWng> caufed him> when 4ead, to be as generally lament- 
cad. Hh body was on the following evening depoTited in 
Wefhninfter^bbey t. At the time of his death he wf s 

lieutetiant- 

* Est. of a Lett, frooi Sr. Denma, dated Aug. 15, N. S« 

** The esrl of Oflbiy, with the regiflieits of the king of Ei^and't 
foVieds under his cofninand, was engaged in the attack on the^de of 
- Ca ftel h aO, in which, at wetl the officers as common foldiers, In 
.Imtcalion of his lordihip^s example, who always chaVged with tbeA, 
liehaVed Ihcmfelves with the greateft eollrage and bravery.^ 

In a i«tter from the Hagoe, written'on «he fame occafton, is the 
feUpwing expreflion, *^ The earl of Oflbry^ and hh tfoop did woh* 
idef»*»* 

f We find the following elegant character given of him by Granger, 

Vol. 111. " A pompous lift of titles and honours, nnder rhepOf 

limits of men of rank, fonetimcs compofe the Mftory of the pcrfohs 

.reprefented. Here we have « man who fhone with unborrowed 

.luftce, whofe merit was the foundation of his fame. Though he 

feemed bom lor the tamp only, he was perfedly qualified for the 

roorti oot as a wit, a mimic, or bnifoon, but by a propriety of heha- 

vipur, the rcfolt of good fenfe and good breeding. His courage on 

. .hoard the JQeet waa finroety exceeded t>y that of prince Rupert and tha 

4ttke of Albemarle i and th«ars'was never exceeded by that of any 

B h a Other 
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Iieiitenant«>genera1 of hismajefty's forces in Ireland, Foiri 

* chamberlain to the queen, one of the lords of his majefty's 
moft honourable privy council in the kingdoms of Eng- 
land and Ireland, one of the lords of his majefty's bed- 
chamber, and knight of the moil noble order of the 
garter. 

PAGE, James, — tvas appointed lieatenant of the Mary 
' in t66<, rfnd of the Loyal London in the following year. 

* In 1668, on the profpeft of a rupture with France, he 
was appointed to ferve in the feme ftation on board the 

* Royal Katherine, and was removed in the next year into 
. the Nonfuch. Soon after the commencement of the ft- 

cond Dutch war he was promoted to the command of the 
Portfmouth ; after which, we have no information relative 
to him. 

PILES, Thomay, — was appointed lieutenant of the 
Hamborough Merchant in 1664, and does not appear to 
liave been removed into any other (hip, or to have been 
promoted to the rank of commander, till the commence- 
ment of the fecond Dutch war in 1672; he was then 
made captain of the William and Thomas, hired ibip of 
war. 

PINN, Edward,— was appointed a lieutenant of' tbe 
Conftant Warwick in 1662; and In 1668 was removed 
tnto the Mary, as fecond lieiitenant only. At the attack of 
the A^gerine ihipping in Bugia bay, on the 8th of May 
167a, he commanded one of the boats, and behaved with 
the moil confpicuous gallantry. Sir Edward Spragge, 

<>ther Tea officer. Ho comwandcd tbe Englifli troops in. the firnrice 
of the prince of Oranse; and ac the battle of Mons contributed greatly 
to the retreat of MarCnal Luxeniboiftr^ to whom Louis XIV. was in- 

Jdebted for the areatcfi part of hie mihtary glory. He, oa ibis occa- 
fion, received the thanks of the duke of Villa Hcrmoia, governor of 
the Spanifii Netherlands, and alfo the thanks of his Caibolie majcfly 

. himiclf- His fpeech, addrelFcd to the earl of ShaFtelbury, in inndkm- 

. tion oi Ihs father, was univerfally applauded : it even confounded that 
iQ t re pi d orator, who was in the Tenate, what the earl of Offory was in 

r.the field. Tfaefe, his great qualities, were adorned by a fingular m^* 

' dc-Oy, and a probity whicb nothing could corrupt." 

Poets and hiAorians praife him in much the fame terms, as profe 
naturally riles to the language of poetry on fo elevated a fobjed. The 
duivc ofOrmond, his fsKher, faid, ** that he would not excbanfc his 
dead iba for any living fon in Chiilleiidom,'* . • 

. . who 
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who ivas the conunander-in-chief, was too warm and fin- 
cere an admirer of bravery not to reward it. He was 
promoted immediately to the command of the Dartmouth^ 
and returning from the Strejght^ foon afterwards, had 
the good fortune tQ take feveral prizes, while employed as 
a cruifer in the Channel, in particular a Dutch privateer 
of fourteen guns, that had done confiderabU mifchief. In 
1.676 he was appointed, by king Charles, tb the Cleve- 
land yacht ; ancl on the 5tn of November in the follow- 
ing year, was removed into the Hampfliire, After having 
been employed fome time as a cruifer in the Channel, he 
was fent to the Mediterranean, where, in the month of 
April 1680, he added, if poffible, to the reputation he had 
already gained, by attacking, and maintaming an adion 
for ten hours * with four Algerine frigates, one of whidi-* 
hp had at laft the good fortune to fecur^; a fecond was 
driven a-(hore; and a third, endeavouring to put intp 
3allee for fecurity, flruck upon the bar and was loft* 
Captain Pinn died foon after this event, 

rOLLEA, John, — was appointed lieutenant of the 
Bull in 1665. This was one of the fliips unfortunately 
t^ken by the Dutch in the following year, during the long 
and defperate engagement with the duke of Albemarle^ 
In 1672 he was promoted to the command of the Little 
Francis firefliip ; from which he was, in the following 
year, removed to the pcnjamin, a vcflel of the fame de*- 
jcription. On thp 4th of February 1677-8, he was 
appointed to the Ann and Chrjftopher, which appears to 
h^vc bees his l^fl command, 

• Ext. of a letter from Malaga, April 93, 1680, — *• The Hamp* 
fliire and Adventure frigates touched here two days fince, but made . 
op flay. The former has hacjaniuil biave and fuccefsful engagement 
with four ^Igeriapf, wbomlhe mcMhe }2(h initant between Tangier 
and T^iiffa, andi after a very fiiarp enjzagemcnt, took the CaiabaOi, 
aoonied with twenty-eight guns, and in ner about one hundred Moora^ 
»• many more having been killed, and thirty Chriftians. The other 
three, iipon the ^ppear^nce of thp A4vei|ture frigate, fled « but they 
were fo clofely pprlucd, that one of ihem, called the Orange Tree, 
was forced afbore. In this action capi^in Pinn h^d but three mca 
killed and nine wounded. On the 0th infiant the Hampfhire and 
Adventure, who are now crutGnR between this place and the Screight's 
jnouth, came in here ; they met with the Golden Horfe of Algiers, 
and were both within mufliet Ibot of her, when on a fuHden^ it prov« 
'mf ca|jD| the Alg^rtoe efcapcd bv the htlj> of her oan." 

Bp 3 POOLEY; 
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POOLEY, William,— was made commander of the 
Alice and Francis fircfliip in 1672: after the battle of 
Solcbay, in 1673, he was removed, firft into the Heftcr, 
and afterwards into the Amity. On the ijth of April 
1677, he was made lieutenant of the St. David. From 
this time, till the year of the revolution, he had no other 
appointment; but on the 5th of September 1688, was' 
made captain of the Roebt^c^ flreihip ; and foon after this 
t{me retired altogether froip the fervice, 

PRESTICK, Edward,— is to be remembered only as 
having been captain of the Blefling in 1672. 

READ, Franci^,-^was appointed fecond lieutenant of 
the York in 1666. In 1668 he was removed to the lame 
0ation on bogrd the French Ruby. On the commence* 
nient of the fecond Dutch war he was promoted to be 
firft lieutenant of the St, George ; and very foon after the 
])attle of Solebay, to be commander of the Morning Star, 
We cannot find any thing farther relative to him, except 
that on the 12th of April 1678, he was appointed, by l^ing 
Charles the Second, to command the Turi^ey Merchant^ 
an hired (hip of war« 

RICE> John, — was niade commander of the Succeft 
firefliip in 1672 ; in the following year he was remove4 
into tne Marygold, alfo a firefhip, and was unfortonatelv 
flain in the engagement with the Dutch fleet, which tooK 
place in ^e month of Auguft in the fame year. 

RICKETS, William, — is known only as having com- 
inanded the Fortune fly-boat in 1679. 

JLOBINSON, pdward,— isalfo to be noticed only as 
having, at the fame time, been made comq^ander pf the 
JOiz^bcth ketcht 

ROYDpN, Charle's, — ^was made lieutenant of the 
Monk in 1664, but does not appear to have been agajq 
employed tjl) the commencement of the fecond Dut^rh 
war, when he W0S appointed firft lieutenant of the Mopr 
tague^ He was foon afterwards promoted to the com- 
mand of the Dunlcirk, In 1673 he ferved, by appoint- 
ment of prince Rupert, as lieutenant of the Viftory durr 
|ng the two firft actions with the Dutch in that year. Iq 
the month of July he was promoted to the command of 
the Stavecrecn*, and on the 27th of December was re- 
Dapved ipto his o|d (hij), the Dunkirk. On the lath of 

• ' ?cpteinl|cr 
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l^qytember 1674^ he mtm n^de captain of the GuerDfe}^ 
•aad feot to the Mediterranean. We find no occurrence 
worth commemonitingt except that (which is indeed very 
t^imi) of his hainng driven on ihore a fmall SaiietinQ 
corfair in the month of December 1675. He continued 
to command the Guernfey a confiderabie length of time ; 
:ind waa, on the 5th of April 1677, removed into tho 
Sweepftakes. He was £3on afterwards difmifled^ both 
from Jiis command and from the fervice, by the fentencQ 
0f a court-martial, but for what particular offence is no^ 
known. 

SADLINGTON, Rtchard, — w^s appointed lieutenant 
^f the Referve in i666u On the profpefi; of a rupture 
with France in 1668, be was promoted to be firft lieute- 
sant of the ViiSbory^ W^hen the fecond Dutch war took 
place he was made commander of the Mermaid ; fron) 
which fliip he was very foon removed into the Dartmouth ; 
and again, before the dofe of the year, into the English 
Ruby. In the enfuing fpring he was appointed to com-. 
saaod the Crown : and after aciiuitting himfelf, with th^ 
greateft reputation^ in the engagement between princ^ 
Rupert and the Dutch, on the flStb of May, fell in thai 
conteft which fucceeded it on the 4th of June folio wing, 
and which fcarcelyiJeferved^ as has been already remarked, 
to be ftiled more than a flcirmiflu 

SHERIVE, James,— commanded the Fortime prize 
in 1672; and the Love, of Ipfwich, in the following 
year. 

SHORTEN, Robert,— commanded the Jamaica Ad* 
venture, an hired fhip of war, in 167^;. 

SKEJLTON, Charles, — was appointed fecond lieutcr 
nant of the Gioucefter early in tne fpring of the year 
1672. The (hip was at that time commanded by cap- 
tain, afterwards 11 r John Holmes, whofe gallantry we have 
already had occafion to mention in the account of th? 
attack on the Dutch' Smyrna fleet *. Mr. Skelton*s con<» , 
du(St on this occafion was fo highly approved by captaiji 
|iolfnes,that when he wjis foon amr prom oted to the R.upert, 
he procured Skelton to be removed into the fame (hip, a$ 
a pcHbn in whofe tried eouragt and co^duA be could 

fH ' ■ ■ -. >■ I . i M tf > I I 1 1 » ■ . » ■ ■ '^i ■ m > I .. I ti> 
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place the utmoft confidence. On the 5th of Pebniarj^ 
1672-3 y he was promoted to the command of the Speedy 
well, which was only a fixth rate ; and the ceflation of 
hoftilities with the Dutch, which took place in thecourfe 
of the following year, prevented his again fignaiixing- 
himfelf in the remarkable manner he had done on the for- 
mer occafion ; fo that we have nothing farther to record, 
during a period of fixteen years, than a dull account of 
his appointments and promotions. On the I2rh of April 
1678, he was made c<3n:imandeF of the Staveereen, a mip 
taken from the Dutch at xhp battle of Solebay. On the 
I ith of Septeinber 1680, he was removed into th^ Young 
Spragge : he was re-aopointed te the fame (hip on the 
15th of May 1685, On the loth of July 1686, he waa 
removed into the Conftant Warwick ) and appeaxs to have 
been re-*commi(Iioned to the fame (hip on the ift of May 
x688. On the 26th of November following he was ap- 
pointed, by lord Dartmouth, who then held the chief 
command of the fleet, to be captain of the Lyon* Earlj^ 
in the year 1690 he was made commander of the Coro- 
nation, a (bcond rate, the (hip on board which vice-ad- 
iniral fir Ralph Delaval, who commanded the bhie fqua- 
dron, carried his flag at the battle of Beachy Head. He 
continued to command the fame (hip during the enfuing 
fummer, when the fleet was commanded by Ruflel, after-*' 
wards earl of Orford. On its return into port it was 
overtaken by a violent gale of wund, in which-the Coro- 
liation was mod unhappily loft. We have the following 
account of this accident, in a ktteffrom Plymouth, dated 
September the 4th. *S The fleet having been as far a9 
LJihant, and hearing nothing of the enemy ; in their re- 
turn back they met with very ill weather, and yefterday 
admiral Ruflel arrived here, with great part of the fleet, in 
a violent ftorm, the wind at &.S.E. The Coronation 
was unfortunately loft, being overfet in the Offing; and 
captain Skelton, its commander} and about three hundred 
4)f her men, drowned.'* 

SPILSBY, GeorgC;^ — ^wa$ appointed, by prince Rupeit^ 
to command the Eaglette k^h in 1672. 

STEPNEY, Rowland,— -was made lieutenant of the 
Rainbow rn 1665, of the Monk in 1668, the Briftol in 
J1669, and the Dover in 167 1. He was nromoted to the 
* \ ' con^ 
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Command of die Drake in 1672 ; and was in the coinfe ct 
ftte fame year removed into the Lilly floop, He oontiBiiedl 
to command this veflel many years^ as we find him cap^ 
tain of her, in Tangier road^ on the 1 8th of Marcll 
i675-|6. 

TjCMPEST, Johni— was appointed fecond lieutenant 
of the Eagle hired fhip of war iii the year 1665 ; in 1667 
he was removed into tne Ruby; aqd in 1668^ firft into the 
Dunkirk, and afterwards into the Edgar. When die 
fecond Dutch war broke put in 1672, he was fvromptel 
to be firft lieutenant of his old {hip, the Edgar; ahd in th? 
courfe of the fame year to be commander, fucceffively, c( 
f he Auguftine and Sweenftakes. He is (aid, by Campbell^ 
to have fallen \n the a&ion, which took place between 
prince Rupert and the Dutch, on the 28th of May 1673 ; 
9nd lye are ftronglv inclined to truft to this informatioii 
although prince Rupert makes 90 mention of captaiii 
Tempeft's name, in the lift of killed, tranfmitted by hinu 
We ticver find his name occur in the fervjce after thi^ 
period, and are well perfuaded prince Rupert's account c( 
the officers killed was wonderfully incorred. 

THOMPSON, Thomas^— <:otamanded the St. Pctef 
gaUey in 1672. 

TROTTER, David,— after fcrving as lieutenant cff 
the Jerfey in 16JS5, and the ForeHsht in 1670, was^ in 
1672, promoted to the command of the Emfworth floopi 
^nd in the following year of the Richmond* 

TURNER, Francis,— -was made comnuinder of thcf 
Orange firefliip \n l6j2| an^ of tb^ Jafon firefliip ii| 

WALSH, Lucas, — was appointed lieutenant <^ the 
^ffuraiice in 1660, and does not appear to have held anji^ 
other naval employment till the year 1672^ when he wan 
made commander of the Jerfey, ' 

WASHBOURN, Robert,— was made lieutenant of . 
die Mary ^n |668j and of the Newcaftle in i67i. In 
the foUowine year he was promoted to the command <£ 
the Society nrefliip, and in 1673 was removed into tho 
Staveereen ; after which appointment we find no mentioii 
|nade of him. 

WHITEING, William,— was appointed commaadef 
cf the Phoenix Merchant in 1672. 

WQOP, 



Digitized by 



Google 



ff9^ tf¥tS Jim ClIAIIACTXKt OV 

WOOD, Jobo^s, in ^U prolnbiUty/tbc fiune petfini 
wbofe Uf(i lu« been afaready |iven*y in paxt, page 51. W^ 
ass ftrangtbencd in ibis ooiaioa by finding him cooiaianci. 
SM officer in a Toyag^ ^ difcovery , undertaken in the year 
1076^ When the captain ty who was put under bi^ 
wdeiB, wa$ made a ooounander as early as the year 1665^ 
aiod coafequently muft have had ^ority of rank> were we 
ta dat^ the coauneocesient of this gentleman's command 
Iroia the vear i672<. l^t us take up, therefore, oax ac^ 
count of this gpntleman^ where we before left off. After 
iaviog, in former yearsi ferred as commander of feveral 
Alps of war» and particularly of the Kent, in 1672, he 
WM in 1673 fucceflively appointed lieutenant of the Af- 
£ftance, tlMTninoelsy tt^ Ifyon> and the Sovereigin ; and to» 
waffds the end of the year refumed his old rank as a com* 
mander, being 'smpoisted captain of the Bonadventure, 
On the 28th of March 1676^ ne was made commander of 
^ Speedweily one of the fiiips intended to be feat to at* 
tf mpt the difcoverv of a iioitb*eaft pafiage to China an4 
Japan. Captain Wood was» indeed^ the fitteft perfoa 
that could be em ployed on fuch an expedition,as he was him* 
ielf the ord)e£lor of the voj^age. To a moft perfe£^ know- 
ledge ot every branch of fcience neceflary to conftitute an 
«ble navigator, he added a mo(bfoimd judgment that very 
rarely erred, and which, if it deceived him in this particu*. 
lar inftance, left him not without the confolation of bav« 
ing had many perfons of the greateft penetration involved 
in the fame perfuafion and abfiinUty* Xhe es^nce of 
the equipment was, in part, ddrayed by the duke of York, 
lord ^kley, fir John Banks, fir Jfofeph Williamfon, Mr^ 
Pepys, cajpuio Herbert (afterwards earl of Torrii^on) 
and others, who entered into a fubfcription for ntting 
outy as the Speedweirs confort, the Proiperous pink, of 
one hundred and twenty ions bun}iep, it being deemed 
Imprudent to feftd any ve&l, fingly and unattended, on fo 
haitardpHS an expedition. The event juftified tbeir pru^ 
dence ; and a meafure fo beneficial, and which repeated 
experience, has proved el^ially necefiary, ought never tq 
be difcontinued. 

The veflels were fufficiently manned, and ftpred with 
yrovifions for fixteen months, togpfber widi a caigo of 

• Abhpush in the nivy lift lie is d^&iibed a» 1 dhftienr ferfoa. 
^ ^ fls^^. See p4g^ i(^. 

fucb 
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fysAi inerchaiuBfe and cofnttioditie^ ii #tfe ihMFHI:^ td 
te In reqncft on the coafts of Tartaxy and Japan. Tft^ 
^uled from th^ Thames 6n th^ siSth ot May, ana proceedetf 
CD their voyage, without meeting with any finitter cvtnt^ 
till the 29th of Jupe, when, aOom eleten at night, th^ 
]^rofperous ipade a fignal for feeing the hreakers on her 
weather boW ; and the Speedwell, before flie coaM wea# 
iround and brii^ to oti the other tack, ftruck on a le^ of 
funk rocks.. JfeVeral guns were fired to give notice to her 
confortof het diftrefs, but they were irot heard. Every 
method prudei^ce ^ould fuggeft, and exertion execute, to 
get the mip fFy were tried, but in vaid, the pumps not 
b^ing able to dear the (hip when the flood made, tho 
inafts Ivefe cm away to lighten hqir. At length even^ 
hope of faving the (hip being totally at an end, they diu 
patched their pinnace to find a landing place on the moie, 
H'om which tney were not fai* diftant, intending to fave 
what prdvifions, and carpenter's tools, they could, by Ae 
help of which they hopeq to be able to lengthen and (lore 
theu lone^boat (\ifScientIy, fo that it womd carry them 
back to Endandr The landing place was difcovered; 
but, to render th^ir diftr^fs as complete as it could hb 
(hort of tot^l annihilation, their pinnace was overfct on 
puttingfrom the (hip, with acargo of bread, provi(ions, and 
powder, two of the ihip's Crew were drowned, the remain- 
der got fafe on (hore. But the Speedwell having, before 
their departure, filled with water as high as the upper 
deck, they vrerp ot\\y able to get out of her, exclufive of 
what had been loft in the pinnace, two bags of breads 
fome cheefe, and a few pieces of pork. With this flender 
ftock they were to endeavour to lengthen their long-boat 
twelve feet, in order to enable her to carry their whole 
company ; but the abilities of their carpenter not being 
deemed competent to fo great an undertaking, the ideit 
was given up ; and it was piropofed to endeavour travelling 
by land towards Weygatz, in hopes of meeting fome ^ 
(tkc Ruflians. 

On the 30th, the (hip, very foon after the crew 
had quitted her, went to pieces; but a confiderable 
part of the wreck driving on (hore, together with feveral 
ca(ks of provifiohs, proved a mod comfortable and (ea- 
fonable relief. They ^continued in this terrible (late of 
;|nx|ety fui^ unceftaifity^ in a moft dreary, coM, and un« 

corn* 
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fsomfortable regionf till Ae 8th of July, when the ProC 
fexous, commanded by captain Flawes * arrived. He 
mprehende4 fome danger bad befallen his confort oa 
roidiD^ he did not rcjom him^ and vpry prudently put 
fack in fearch of him. Thus, by the precaution of ad- 
ding a fecond veflel to that fitted ouf ^t the expence of 
government,, the misfortune was confiiied to the lofs of 
^ ibip only and the failure of the voyage, 

Tbfi Proiperous, with captain Wood and his crew> arr 
Qved (afe in the Thanqcs oa the z^i of Auguft. On the 

g[ of April 1677, he was appointed to command the 
iamoiMt and, 00 the i6th of Julv |68i, the Con* 
ftant Warwick. In the .month of April i68^, he re- 
• ceive^ orders to cruife, for a month, in foundings, but did 
itot livp to carry them into executipn, dyin^ at FalmQuth 
on the a5th of the. fame noontb. 

WflENNy Ralph, — ^was appointed commander of the 
Ho^weU fir^lbip on the i8th of April 1672 ; in the fol- 
lowing year he was removed into tbp Rofe Dogger ; but 
we dQ not find, in either of thefe commands, any difplay 
of tluit gallantry on account of which he afterwards be«^ 
^aixie cntitle4 to fo much praife. On the 9)d of Febni- 
Vj h^ w^s made firfl lieutenant of the Referve ; on the 
|Qth of July 1677, he was promoted to the comtnand of 
fhe Young Spragge iirefhip ; on thi; 4th of November 
1679, he refumed his original rank of lieutenant on board 
tiie Kiog^fiihci'f ^t that tin^e comm4nded by captain 
l^qigan r^empthorne« The defperate engagement which 
took place in the month of May 16S1, between the 
Kingsfilber and (even Algerine mips of lyar, is one of 
thofe very remarkable navsu tr^nfaflions which, (landing 
moft forward in the group of glorious deeds, attra£l the 
notice of all;^ ^nd can never be fufliciently admired by 
them. That ^e may do every juftice to Mr. Wrenn*s 
bravery, we (hall infert an extra^ from an account 
Cff the a£lion, written immediately after it h^d taken place, 
The language of the time always affords the jufteft deli- 
neation both of h^roifm and demerit. " After the death 
pf captain Kempthorn, lieutenant Wrenn took upon hinv 
fhe conunand of the ihip ; and Mr. Samuel Atkins dif*. 



f See page s64* 
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charged the duty of lieutenant. In the meantime tlid 
admiral, who had been beaten off, filled and laid them 
a-board the fecond time, in the fame place, pouring ia 
his great and fmall {hot, at which the Engllm were far 
from being difmayed ; but received him with continuaj 
ihouts and firings. Soon after the Algerine fell a-fie^m, 
and ther^ lay within half piftol fhot, while three otjbexs 
kept on the frigate's quarter at a little more dlftance^; the 
other three, that placed their broadfide firft, lay hovering 
to windward, and firing; one of them only /hooting a^^ead 
and pafling his bioadlide, and receiving the frigate's fell 
a-ftern by her lee fide. - nu 

" In this manner the fight continued nil, about tea 
o'clock, when the Algerines fuddcnly fell a-iljern to take 
an account, as is fuppofed by. their coming. (o near eadi 
other, of the damage they had fuftained, which was^ 
doubtlefs, very confiderable ; for that, in about an hour^s 
time, the admiral, and four more only, came wIthin,pii£oU 
ihot and renewed the fight, firing continually from tljat 
time till near one in the morning, and thed brought to 
with their heads to the fouthward, leaving the frigate to 
keep her courfe to Naples, whiiher (he was bouricL" 

In this fight the frigate took firie twice, once by acci- 
dent on the quarter deck, and the fecond time by a ftink« 
pot the admiral threw into their gun-room port, which 
blew up two cartridges of powder and killed and hurt 
feveral men. In the whole adion, which is certainly 
one of the braveft that has been heard of, and whereia 
^oth officers and all the feamen gave the greateft procKf 
that could be, of thieir condud and courage, there were, of 
the Englifh, eight men killed and thirty-eight wounded. 

In confequence of his very meritorious conduct on thig 
trying occafion, admiral Herbert promoted Mr. Wrenn, 
on the 9th of Auguft 168 1, to be commander of the 
Nonfuch, a fifth rate of forty-two guns. He was re- 
moved from this fhip, into the Centurion, on the 2jd of 
May 1682 ; and, with very little interruption, continued 
in the fame command many years. He had not, how- 
ever, the good fortune to eflfeS any fervice more remark* 
able than that of capturing a Salletine corfair, in the 
month of November 1683, while on his paiTage from 
Tangier to Lilbon. He was re-appointed to the Centu- 
rion 
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tion cm the 5th of May 168$. On the a6tli of jut/ 
^687^ lie 'Was made captain of the Mjiry Roffs ; and oil 
■Qie 5th of September x688| was removed into the 
'Gicenwich. 

He was cdntintied in the fa^e comm^ind after the a6- 
ceflion of king William, who appointed him» in the year 
1690, to the Norwich. In Ae month of Deccmbcf 
1691 9 he was fent commodore to the Weft Indies, as 
lucceflbr to captain Wright. His force was very Cnall ; 
jneverdiebfs he contrived, through his gallantry and ad« 
jdcefs, to fiem the force of the French, who much out<^ 
immbersd os in Aat part of the world. He failed from 
Plymouth o^ the aoth of December, having under his 
(orders two fourth rates only, the Mordaunt and t)iamond« 
lie arrived on the f6th ot Jfanuary at BarbadoeSj where 
lie found the Mary a 4hird rate, together with the Ante- 
lope, Aflliftance, and Haippfliire, fourth Jrates, and th^ 
ISt. Paul firefhip ; thefe, according to his mftrudions, he 
was to take, under his command, wer detaching one ihip 
to Jamaica, from whence it was to (ail for Europe witn 
the convoy. Authentic information havii\g been received 
1ry'l^ql, on bis arrival, that the French were in muck 
greater force than had been apprehended, he thou^t it 
Heceflary, notwithftanding the weaknefs of his own Taua-^ 
llron, to deuch the Aflitbmce, Hampfhii^and St. Paul, to 
Jamaica, for die greater prefervation of that valuable 
colony from any defultory attack of the enemy. 

. It being coondently reported that nine French (hips of 
the line had been diicovered a few league to leeward of 
farbadoes^ it was determined, by advice of the councili 
to hire into the king*s (ervice, two ftout merchant (hips, to 
remedy in fome degree the^great inec^uality of the commci- 
idore's force to that of the enemy. This being accompli(hed| 
aod farther accounts being received that eight out of eigK* 
teen fhips, which the French then had in that part of the 
jworld, were actually cruidng off Barbadoes, it was dc''* 
termine'd, the fquadron trivially reinforced as it was» 
Should put to fea> and, if pofuble, attack the enemy 
while their force was thus, divided. The foldiers having 
been taken on board, and every podible expedition ufea 
to equip this little fquadron, commodore Wrenn was 
tnabkdto fail on the 3.0th of January, bavin|^. under his 

Qom* 
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MnMMftfifl 4fe Mffr^ a third rate, four fourth nrtt^^ ^ 
tl^o hired Mfmtd fliips> and two privabeer floops^ 

After cniifing for five days off the north«eaft cad <if 
tive tflandy witlKNit being able to meet with aay of die 
Enemy's (hi)>% 'he returned to Carlifle Bay on the eih of 
February, when k was 4eteniiiiiedy in a council or war^ 
that the fquadron (houUiagMii put to lea with the utmoft 
topedition. It was^moreover refohred that the commo^ - 
idore fliould take fuch merchant fliips as were In diofe 
Teas under Ms-cxMWoyy and proceed for Jamaica, where he 
iUfght be ffttther reinforced by the two fourth rates anl 
the firefttp, which lie had before detached, and confisp^ 
^uently better able to cope with the very fiiperior f(^ce 
xS{ the enemy. 

The fquadron accordingly failed on the 17th of F^ 
-bruary, aifd on 'the arft, o# the rfland of Defeada, .g0t 
iight of the French fleet, under the count De BlenaCp 
confiding of Eighteen -fliips of war, from forty to Gx^ 
^ns, two firdfliip9,and «ve or fix fmall tenders. 

Wrenn 1^ -under every poilible difadvantages 
llis little (qtiadron was fo much fcattered at the tinie 
l>e fell in with the enemy, that he was obliged to bev 
itway feve^i lengu^s to leeward, in order to coHecb 
tile mips and range them in oider of battle, with the con»- 
^voy to leeward of them. The French were within guib* 
%ot the-whole night, but made no attack. In the morm- 
ing, s^ter having fpent fome hours in confulting anil 
tnanoeuvring, they bore down about eight o'clock witb 
tooth apparent refohition ; four of them in particular 
made a furious -attack on ^e Mary, the largeft (hip ia 
the Englifli fqtiadron ^ but lieutenant Wjatt, who conb- 
tnanded, defended her fo gallantly and fpiritedly, that the 
commodore had time to relieve, and extricate him. Thb 
Mordaunt, another of the fquadron, together with the 
England frigate, one of the hired (hips, were at this time 
engaged in the very center of the enemy, yet, with much 
Tefolution, fought their way through, and rejoined their 
Yriends. 

The commodore finding it impoflible to obtain vidory 
with fuch inequaKty of force ♦ prudently took care 

' 1 ' ■ i - ■ r > ■ ■ >■ 

* Hti (ooadroo coDfifiing, atbitbeenalrcidyfiaiedi of fcven (hipf , 
.fire ooly ol which were men of war* 
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to rstit^j after having, with the utmoft biaVerV contended^ 
irith an enemy fo much fuperior, upwards of four hours* 
This (lep was not taken with the precipitation that ufu- 
liHy attends retreat^ but with the cool circumfpedion of a 
commander who d^Iined farther eonteft ; not through 
fcar of his enemjv hut becaufe he found it impoflibIe> bf 
^continuing the a£lion % to acquire the advantage his gaU 
Imtry deferved^ but which his force could dot enable him 
to reap* He carefully provided for the fafety of the fhips 
under his charge, and tfae^enemy fufFered him to bear away 
without the fmalleft moieftation^ forefeeing very little ad« 
vantage from forcing an a£tion with fo reiplute a foe. 

He returned ta his. forixier Aation in Carlifie Bay iia 
BarbadocSy with the glory of having engaged, for a conr 
ficferable time^ an en<§my of triple his own forces without 
ftflaining defeat, or even the (mailed Ipfs. Naval hiftot. 
Brians have very juftLy remarked, that this adion, inconfl- 
idbrable as it may appear, to thofe who are pleafed with 
nothing lefs than the de(lru£lion of the foe, may fairly ht 
daffed among thofe mod gallant exploits which ftand, 
diioughfcarcely lefs entitled to them, foremoft in the rank ci 
popuhr favour and admiration^. 

Wrenn did not long furvive the honour he had gained 
•«n this occafion* The change of climate, and^ it is not 
•improbable, the chagrin he felt at the profpe<^ of being 
■sUe to tffcA fo little fervice, had brought on a lingering 
3ndifpofition> even before the late engagement. On his 
teturn to Barbadoes his health began todecline with much 
peater rapidity; and death foon afterwards put a final 
.period both to the forrows and the fervice of a very brave^ 
•adhre and intelligent officer. 

YENNIS, Ezekiel, — ^was appointed lieutenant of the 
Society in the year 1665 ; and in the following year was 
lemoved, firit into the George hired (hip of war, and foon 
afterwards into the Hampfliire. On the commencement 
of the fecond Dutch war, in 1672, he was made com-< 
Tnander of the Alice and Francis firefliip, and was unfor*^ 
tunately killed, on the 28th of May following^ at the 
liattle of Solebay. 

• YOUNG, John, — appears to have never had any other 
command tlian that of the Tulip Hoop, to which he was 
.appointed in 1672. 

f — ' — = : 

f ^ Longer than wbilcMt was abfolutcly oecclTary, to fcturetbe ctav&f 
•ndcv hit prote^ion* 

BARBER, 
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BARBER, Jamcs,*^was, in the ^bove Jrcarj madecapi- 
tain of the Botietta (loop. In 1675 he was removed into 
the Tripoli prize ^ and, on the 12th of July 1677, back 
again into hiis old fhip the Bonetta. On the 13th of June 
1679, he was apoointedi by vice-admiral Herbert, to 
command this Ailirlance; and on the 13th of April i68i> 
ivas removedj for the third time^ into the Bonetta. On 
the 29th of July 1682, he was made captain of the Ann 
and Chriilopher guardfhip ; and was re-appointed to the 
fame veffel, after the acceflion of James the Second, on 
the 9th of June 1685. After the rerolution * he was 
made captain of the Tyger prize of forty-fix guns. He 
died on the 3d of February 1691. 

BELBIN, Peter, — ^was, in 1672, made fecond lieute- 
nant of the Rupert. Eaily in the following fpring he 
' was promoted to be firll lieutenant of the Glpucefter ; 
from which fituation he was foon afterwards ftill farther 
promoted^ by princie Rupert, to the command of the 
Sweepftakes. We fifad nothing more relative to him, 
except that, on the 30th bf April 1677^ he fervfed as 
firft lieutenant of the Montague* 

BERRYi ThonAs,— from being lieutenant of the 
Hampfhire, to which ftation he was appointed in 1672^ 
was promoted to the command of the Succefs \n the fol- 
lowing year. We find nothing of him after this time till 
the 12th of Auguft 1678, when he was taken by fir John 
Narborough, at that time commander-in-chief in the 
Streights, to be his fecond lieutenant, oh Board the Ply- 
mouth. On the 13th of January iri the following year, 
he was promoted to be firlt lieutenant 6f the Forefight ; 
and on the nth of April 1682 of the Gloucefter. From 
this (hip he wafi^ on the ifth of June following, removed 
to the lame ftation on board the Henrietta. He is faid to 

' ' \ ' ' ^ — r 

* Oik the i8tb«r March 2688-^ 

Vol. !• G c have 
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have been difcharged from this (hip by the fentence of a 
court-martial ; but no mention is made of the nature of 
his offence. 

He appears, however^ to have foon returned to the 
fervice, as we find him, on the 5th of February 1683-4, 
appointed lieutenant of the Ann yacht. This he owed 
to the countenance of lord Dartmouth, who, on the 14th 
of April 1685, got him removed into the fame ftation on 
board the Oxford, On the 14th of May 1687 he was 
made captain and matter of the Ann. On the 4th of 
April 'following he returned to his former rank of Ueute* 
nant, and was appointed to the Dover ; but on the 3d of 
May 1688, was made captain of the Deptford ketch. He 
"Was cad away on the coaft of Virginia, and dro\?xied, on 
the 26th of Auguft 1689. 

BEVERLEY, John, — ^was made lieutenant of the 
Mermaid in the year 1672, and captain of the Jacob d(^- 
ger in the following year. On the 26th of April 1677, 
he was made lieutenant of the Guardland ; on the ^oth 
of April 1678 of the Montague; and on the 15th of May 
3 68« of the Affiftance. On the loth of April 1687 he 
was again prompted to his former rank of commander, 
and appointed to the Sandadoes. On the 9th of Septem- 
ber 16^8, he was removed into the Jerfey, a fourth rate; 
and foon after into fome other (hip, whofe name we have 
not been able to difcover. He was prefent at the battle 
of Beachy Head, but was not engaged. The reafon he 
himfelf afligned for being out of the line is, ** that his 
Jh/p's ftaff was carried away.** We do not find he was 
ever employed after this time ; but was, on the 15th of 
March 1696,, put on the fuperannuated lifl, with a pen- 
fion as captain of a third rate. He died on the 12th of 
February 1699. 

BILLOP,. Chriftopher, — was, in the year 1671, made 
lieutenant of the Portfmouth ; from which ihip he veas 
removed into the fame ftation on board the Briltol in the 
following year.' On the 7th of May 1673, he was pro- 
moted to the command of the Pnident Mary fireihip. Oa 
the 3d of February 1674 he was made captain of the 
Rainbow hired (hip of war ; and, on die 20th of July ' 
1680, of the Deptford ketch. Whether he retired from 

fcrvicc 
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Xervice for a time after this period we know not*; but we 
have not been able to learn any thing relative to him till 
the year 1692, when we find him commanding the OfTory 
of ninety guns : he was appointed to this (hip, as fuccelTor 
to captain lyrrel, on the oih of December ; and was pro- 
moted) on the 23d of May following^ to thie Viftory, a 
firft rate. On the death of fir J. Afbby, In the following 
month, capt, Billop was removed into thfe London. The 
time of his Jeath is unknown to us. He was living, but 
unemployed, in 1699. 

BOOTH, Thomas,— was appointed lieutenant of the 
Kent in 1672. Early in the following fpring he was re- 
moved to the fame ftation on board the York ; artd in the 
/courfe of the fame year was promoted to be commander 
of the Pearl. In the month of February he captured a 
fmall Dutch privateer, of fix guns only, which had long 
infefted the coaft. On the 14th of February 1677, he 
was removed into the Falcon. He i« faid to have beep 
hanged at Yarmouth, on account of a conlmdtion, or 
riot, he excited there ; but the particular circumflances 
attending it are not known. ' 

BOOTH, William, — ^was, on the l6lh of June 1673, 
appointed commander of the Pearl firefliip: on the 30th 
of the fame month, in the vear i675> be was removed 
into the Eagle firefliip: on tne 17th of May 1678, he was 
made captam of the Richmond ; and, during the courfe of 
the fame year, was removed into the Adventure. He was, 
loon afterwards, fent into the Mediterranean, where, in 
the nionth of April 1680, he had the good fortune to 
drive on ftiore an Algerine frigate of thirty-two guns and 
three hundred and fixty-eight men, after a fmart afiion; 
towards the clofe of wlych, the Briftol, captain Wyborne, 
getting up, the Algerine endeavouring to efcape, grounded 
about five leagues from Tangier* The corfair overfet as 
foon as flie (Iruck on thb fliore ; and the main-mad going 
away at the fame inftant, and falling into the boat, in 

• In a note, infcrtcd in Lcdiard's Hiftoryr, page 639, wc find the 

followiog piece of information relative to him. ** Thefe gentle* 

'tnen," J'Pid Prefton, Mr. Afhton, and otheis, *' thus appointed by 
the party^ having hired a veflcl of Mrs. Jane Pratt, of parking in 
Eflex, for their tranfportation into France, went on board her at 
Battle Bridge ; but the whole plot being difcovcred, the government 
ordered caftainBilUp toattend their motions, who accordingly fulTered 
t^m to fail below Oravefend, and then boarded and took them." 

C c 2; whicb 
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which were the captain and fevcral of the crew who wer^ 
endeavouring to fave themfelvcs, it fui:k, and the captain 
and all thofc who were in it were drowned. The Adven- 
ture, howcrer, ftvcd near fixty Chriftian flaves, near half 
of which were Englifli, 

On the I ith ©Tthe fame month captain Booth aflifteii 
captain Pinn of the Hampfliire, in defeaiingfourAlgerine 
frigates; one of which was taken*. On the 8th of 
April r68i, ftill continuing on the fame (lation, he feB 
ifli with a very large Ihip of war, belonging to Algiers, 
called the Golden Horfe, mounting forty-fix guns, and 
manned with five hundred and eight Moors and ninety 
Chriftian Haves,. 

This veffet was commanded by Morat Raiz, a Dutch 
rencgado> who had, by his courage and condud in a 
Tariety of former aflions, acq,urred the higheft di^ree of 
celebrity. The a£lron commenced clofe ander Cape dfe 
Gatt, about two o'clock in the morning, and continued, 
without the leaft intermiffion, till three in the afternoon, 
when the Algerine having loft her main-maff, her com- 
mander alfo naving had his thigh broke by a muftet balF, 
it was determined to furrender. Unfortunately, at that 
rnftant, jfftrange farlhove in frght under Turkilh colours'; 
and the Algermcs deriving frclh courage from the ex- 
peftafion of foccour, renewed the fight with extraordinary 
vigour till night, by which time one hundred and nine of 
their people were killed, and one hundred and twenty 
wounded v aH their mafts were lliot away, and fix feet 
water in tlie hold. The Adventure herfelf, though con* 
liderably lefs damaged than her antagonift, was, ncvcrthe- 
lefs, very incapable of commencing a fccond engagement 
with a frcih (hip which was novr coming up very faft^, 
and was ftill apprehended to be an- enemy. In this 
dilemma captahi Booth ordered the Calabafh firefliip, 
then in company with her, to attempt the deftruiEHon of 
one of the two, whichever he could moft conveniently 
grapple. The firefhip's boat having been ftaved in the 
night, this order was, luckily, prevented from being car- 
ried into execution ; for^ as foon as day b/oke, the ftrange 
fhip hoifted Englifli colours and bore down. She proved 

* See the Li£e of captain Ptan, p. 37^. 
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to be the Nonfiwrh, commanded by captain Wheeler/ 
who immediately took pofleflion of the corfalr without 
the fmalleft refilUoce ; the whole merit of having fubducd 
the enemy Aill remaining with captain Booth. 

On his return from the Mediterranean he was, on the 
14th of April 1683, made commander of the Grafton^ 
from whkn time, till the 25th of September 1688, juft 
before the revolution, we hear nothing of him ; he waj 
then appointed captain of the Pendcnnis. We do not 
find him a£ling ever as a naval officer after this time ; but 
immediately on the revolution taking place, he received 
the honour of knighthood, and was conOitutcd commif-* 
fioner of the navy, and comptroller of the ftore-keeper*s 
accounts. He held this office only a (hort time, captain 
Pfieftman having been appointed his fucceflbr in the fol- 
lowing year^ but whether in confequence of his death, or 
refignation, is not known. 

BYNNING, Thomas,— was made lieutenant of the 
Portfmouth pink in 1672: on the 29th of November 
1673, he was promoted to be commander of the Swan 
prize. We know nothing more of him, except that, on 
tbc 1 2th of April 1678, he was made commander of the 
Ann and Joan, hired ihip of war. 

CARTER, Richard, — is to be Angularly noticed as 
having, moil unmeritedly, endured a much greater (hare 
of obloquy than ufually falls to the lot of (o brave and 
diftinguiihed a character. He was appointed fird licute* 
nant of the Cambridge in the year 1672 ; this fhip was, at 
that time, commanded by captain Herbert, whole gallant 
attack on the Dutch Eaijt India fleet, in the month of 
Auguft, has been already related*, and reflefts no fmall de- 
gree of credit on Mr. Carter, as well as his brave com- 
mander, whofe fpirited efforts he mod ably feconded. 
His behaviour, regular in the purfuit and acquirement of 
reputation, procured him the command of the Succcfs 
very earjy in the following year. From this (hip he was 
very foon afterwards promoted, by prince Rupert, to the 
Crown, a fourth rate of forty-two guns. In the month 
of June he was detached by his highnefs,- together with 
the Nightingale, commanded by captain Harris, to cruife 
^ff the coaft of Zealand. On their return to the fleet 

* See page 260. 

C c 3 they 
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they fell in with three large Dutch frigates, whom they 
engaged. The leading particulars have been already 
given in the life of Mr. Harris*; but as the account of 
this little aftion, publifhcd by authority, is very Ihort, 
and as it has not been thought of confequence enough to. 
be noticed by hiftorians, we cannot redd the temptation 
of inftrting ii t, and rendering fo remarkable and gallant 
a tranfadicn more generally known. On the 12th of 
April 1675, he was appointed captain of the Swan; 
from which fhip he was, on the 7th of January 1678, 
removed into the Centurion. He was fent to the otreights 
in the month of March, under the orders of fir John 
El nley, in the Defiance, as convoy to a fleet of merchant 
Ihip'^. 

He continued on this ftation a confiderable time. We 
find him, in the month of November 1679, fervins on 
lliorc, under his old commander and friend admiral Her- 
bert, in the defence of Tangier, then feverely prciled by 
the Moors. In this fervice he was wounded, but fortu- 
nately fo flightly as to produce no ill confeqqence. After 
his return he was not again called into fervice till thdeve, 
as it were, of the revolutioti, when, on the 3d of Auguft 
1688, he was appointed commander of the Plymouth. 
He is fufpefted, and, indeed charged, in very pofitive 
terms, by fome hiltorians, of having been much more 
ftrongly attached to the intereft of the late king James,' 
than could properly warrant, confiftent with honour, his 
acceptance of a command under his fucceffor king Wil- 
liam. To advance a pofitive charge is among the leaft 

♦ Page 188. 

+ *• Whiieliall, June 10.— Wc have advice that two of hit 
ipijeOy^ frigates, the Crown and the Nightingale, having been fenc 
^ut by his hij^hncG, prince Rupert^ to cruife in their return from the 
coaft of Zealand, met, the 8th infant, to the eatlward of the Galloper, 
about three in the morning, with three Dutch men of war, which 
were to windward of them, the biggeft of forty-fonr guna^ and the 
other two of thirty guns a-piece. About five in the morning our 
frigates engaged them, and fought jhem as brifkly asa leeward wind 
vould give them leave: they fought three hours; but the Dutch 
finding our (hips too hot for them, and having received fome damage, 
made all the fail they could towards their own coaft^ ours chacing 
them feven hours, but finding they could not come up with them 
cave over the chafe and are come io/' 

diffi. 
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dtflkult labours of a writer, who troubles not himfclf 
whether he can fubftantiate it to the convidion of the 
world ; and if any reliance can be placed in the adions 
and words of a man, in the laft moment of his life, the 
charge of difaffedlion and treachery is certainly built on no 
better foundation than the peremptory aflertions jufl now 
alluded to ; but of this hereafter. 

After the revolution had taken place he was continued 
in the command of the fame (hip, which he ftill held at 
the unfortunate battle off Beachy Head. He there led the 
van of the red fqnadron> and was one of the few Engllfli 
comtnandersy ot that fquadron, who were enabled, from 
the form in which the French fleet was drawn up, to get 
near enough to receive confiderablc damage; by that 
means he fortunately efcaped the cenfure even of the' 
Dutch*. In 1692 he was promoted to be rear-admiral 
of the blue, or, as fome fay, in 1691, He was fent on 
the 14th of April to cruife off the coaft of France, with a 
. fquadron, confiding of eleven line of battle fhips, feven 
frigates, three iireihips, and fome fmall veflds. The 
objeft of the expedition was to deftroy any fingle fliips 
or fmall fquadron he might difcover, under Cape la 
Hogue, or off Havre. But information having been 
received that the French were preparing to put to fea in 
great force, orders, for his return to the fleet, were dif- 
patched after him on the 20th and 23d of the fame month. 
On the 9th of May he met fir Ralph Delaval^ who had 
been detached, with a fmall fquadron, in fearch of him ; 
and they both fortunately joined admiral Ruifel on the 
13th, fix days before the battle of La Hogue, This 
period has been chofen, by his enemies, as the principal 
aera of his delinquency. He has been charged with having 
furniflied the late king, during the whole time he was in 
command, with information relative to every motion of 
the fleet, and that he adually received a bribe of ten 
thoufand pounds, which was to be the purcbafe of his 
defertion in the hour of a£lion. 



• yfffor toAat amcems tie Enii;ii/h, mqfl certainly^ unltfs it were/mt- 
Jkw vejJiU that fought agaijill TorringUnCs order ^ tht reft did nothing ak 
4/{.--r— £iYCit«« IrfCUer ta W States Gcncr^ 

* C c 4 His 
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His conduft, the jtifleft and moft certain proof of his 
integrity, is a very complete refutation of this vague and 
unfounded charge ; no other proof of which has ever yet 
•been brought forward, favc what the diftempered ima- 

finations of his adverfaries have been pleafed to fuggeft, 
ierc he fell ftrenuoufly maintaining and fupporting the 
pharader of a brave man ; and eyen with his lateft breathy 
endeavouring to infufe into his people a fpirit of gallantry, 
by his exhortation, when he was no longer capable 6f 
(loing it by his exertion, and pcrfonal example* 

CARVERTH, Heiiry,-r=fpatronifed by that very great 
and gallant officer the earl of Qffory, was, in 1672, ap- 
pointed lieutenant of the Refolution ; and was, in the 
courfe of the fame year, removed into thte fame ftation on 
board the Viftory. In the following year, before tl^c 

• Wc'find ia Lediard the foUowing information. ** Some tin\e 
before, the Jacobites had fent qvcr captain Lloyd exprefs to lord Mcl- 
Ibrt, to acquaint bis lordfliip, ** that they had corrupudjtveral ^ thi 
fMgtiJk ccmmoMders^ paftkmarly cdmi%al Carter J** On this he vet]r 
jib«rally and candidly makes the following remark :~rThe report was, 
that rear-admiral Carter had ten thou (and pounds given him to bring 
pytx his diviijon to the French. What ground there was for this 
rumoar is uncertain. True h is» rear-admiral Carter was not rich; 
yet it is plain be n^ver receipted fuch a bribe, becaufe he died poor, 
|hougb it was in the bed of honour, al the fame time that be was faid 
fo have been fufpeded. pampb^U very forcibly obferves, *' the man- 
ner of his death Ihews how falfe the atperfi^n was, that he had taken 
ten thoufand pounds to fir^ up<V) the French only with powder, who 
were to return the likef and then he was to go over to them with bis 
fquadron.'! As he certainly died |ike a man of honour, it is but jtift 
%o believe that he was (Iri^ly fuch wb^le he lived- To this we beg to 
«dd, (fiat among the number of perfons whofe names occur in the Sute 
Papers, p^bliihed by Macpherfon, as attached to the caufe and intereft 
of James, no mention' is made of Carter ai one qf them. On this 
ibete needs no oommeht. 

Dairy ipplei aflmittin^an intercourfe between Carter and the late 
king, makes the following pbfervation on his death. '* During tlys 
chace rear-admiral Carter was killed, giving orders, with b^s Uft 
|>reatb, to the officer next in command, to fight the (htp as long;^ fte 
could fwim ; a proof either ^liat his correlpondence with James had 
been maintained with a view to deceive him, or, that the laft paflion 
III an £ngli(hman's bread is, the Lqvs of his counti\y.V 

Ral)>h affeirts, ** that there* is every reafon to believe Carter re- 
ceived inftru6lions from queen Mary, to encourage a correlpondence 
with James, that (he might by that means difcovcr hi^ intended bfCh 
je£|8 and prevent their fucccfsi'.*' ' 

^ ^c?t 
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'flctt put to fea, he was made firfl lieutenant of the Swift* 
fure, and was foon afterwards put, by prince Rupert, into 
the St. Michael, as fecond lieutenant. This lajf removal 
was, certainly, at the joint inftance and requeft both of the 
carl and Mr. Carvenh iiimfelf, as, except during the 
time he ferved on board the Swiftfure, he always removed, 
from fhip to (hip, with his noble patron and friend* 
During a temporary abfence of the earl he was appointed 
to the chief command of this fhip; and, on his admiral's 
return to the fleet on the 25th of September 1673, coiil 
tinued to ferve with him as fecond captain, which ftation 
was, as we have already frequently remarked, to be cap- 
tain of the fhip*. The war being over, and the larger 
(hips difmantled, captain Carverth was, in 1674, removed 
into the Woolwich ; and, on the 29th of March 1675, 
into the Young Spragge. 

On the icth of^ September 1676, he was made com- 
mander of the Francis ; and, on the 12th of April 1678, 
was removed into the Greenwich. Ever fince the year 
1675, he had been employed either on the Mediterranean 
fervice, or in convoying fleets to and from the Streighti. 
In this fpecies of duty he was flill occupied in the month 
of April 1680, in company with fir Richard Munden, in 
the St. David. On the nth of the fame month, having 
feparated from fir Richard, he difcovered four Algerihe 
frigates about ten leagues W. S. W. of Rota Point : they 
inflantly bore down upon him with all the fail they could 
croud; and when they came within a league of him 
hoiftedTurkifh colours. Captain Carverth defpifing the 
fuperior numbers of the enemy, cleared fhip, hoifted his 
colours, and fired a gun to windward as a kind of chal- 
lenge. The enemy's fhips, on their nearer approach, 
rognoflicating his fefolution from the manner in which 
e lay to recetve them, wore round and flood to the eaf!- 
ward in the utmofl hafte and confufion. Captain Car- 
verth, in his turn, purfued; but after he had continued 
the rhace upwards of an hour, finding he did not get near 
his antagonifts, and night coming on, he thought it im- 

* J'^e earl of Oflbry being filled **adm>al and captain," As a 
firther inilance of this cuflom, fee the life cf ciptain ^arwoo4, page 
f93 i ind captain Sbcllyi page 297. 

proper 
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proper to continue the chace any longer, more efpeciglly 
as he feared reparation from fome very valuable merchant 
ihips^ which were at that time under his prote£lion. He 
returned to England foon afterwards; and on the I2th of 
0£lober 16819 was appointed to the Swallow ; after which 
time we can find nothing relative to him. 

CLARK, Thomas, — was appointedcommandcr of the 
Well tl^^c'' on the 17th of November 1673. 

CLIFFORD, Elias, — ^was made captain of the Pre- 
venter iloop in 1673; and was foon afterwards, in the 
courfe of the fame year, removed into a new floop called 
the Portfmouth. 

COOKE, John, — ^was appointed to the command of 
the St. Lawrence in 1673, 

COPOW, William,— was, in 1665, made lieutenant 
of the Rainbow ; of the Loyal Subjefl in 1 667 ; the French 
Ruby in 1668 ; and the Mary Rofe in 1673 ; which fliip 
he was, on the i8th of June in the fame year, promoted 
to the command of. We meet with nothing farther re- 
lative to him, except that, on the 20th of November 1677^ 
he was appointed lieutenant of the Jerfey. 

CULPEPPER, Tofeph,— was, on the i8th of July, 
made commander of the Culpepper fireihip*. 

DICKSEY, William, — ^was made captain of the In- 
vention iloop in 1673. 

EFFRI T H, Robert,— was, in the fame year, appointed 
commander of the John's Advice. 

FITTON, Henry,*— was, at the fame time, made 
captain of the Hopewell iireihip. 

TITZHERBERT, Humphrey,— was, on the 3d of 
December, appointed to command the Oxford ; and very 
foon afterwards was removed into the Henry. 

FOULER, Thomas, — was made fecond lieutenant of 
the Referve in 1670, and of the York in 1672: in the 
courfe of the &me year he was promoted to be firft lieu- 
tenant of the London ; and, in 1673, was removed into 
the fame Ration on board the Prince, the Qiip on board 
which the gallant ftr Edward Spragge hoifted his flag as 

* It is mofl proVabk this fiiip was his own property ; and lbsl» 
having been hired into the kinj^'s fervice, ^iiige^cleaian was himletf 
ippoL^tcd to the coinq^ of h^f^ 
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admiral of the blue fqiiadron. He was foon afterwarA 
promoted to be fecond captain of the fame (hip. Aftet 
the unfortunate death of his admiral*, captain Fowler was 
removed, by prince Rupert, into the Rupert of fixty-four 

gns ; and ne was re-appointed, by king Charles, to th« 
ne (hip on the ayth ol December following. 

On the 27th of April 1675, he was made captain of 
the Swallow, From this (hip he was removed into the 
Greenwich on the 7th of January 1677-8 ; and on the 
ijth of April following into the Henrietta. On the 22d 
of September, in the fame year, he was again removed 
into his old (hip the Swallow. We find him to have re- 
turned to Europe- in the month of April 1679, having 4 
fleet of merchant(hips under his proteftion. He conti* 
fiued to command the Swallow a confiderable time, pro— 
bably tHl the year 1683; but we find nothing more ma- 
terial concernrng him, during this period, than that, during 
the month of Auguft 1679, he had the misfortune to drive 
on (hore, nearUfhant, twoEnglifli and one French fhipj 
tach party mutually miftaking the other for Algerines. 

On the 14th of April 1683, he was appointed captain 
of the Woolwich. In this (tation he continued till the 
aoth of April 1685, when he was removed into the Golden 
Horfe; and on the iith June following into the Happy 
Return. Nothing farther has come to our knowledge, 

FOX, John, — commanded the Deal dogger in 1673. 

GROVE, John, — was captain of the Frog dogger in 
the fame year. 

HARMAN, James, — was the fon of the brave admiral 
fir John Harmant. He was appointed fecond lieutenant 
of the Montague in 1672, and in the following year was 
promoted to be firft lieutenant of the St. George. Early 
in the fame fummer he was made commander of the 
Guernfey, the very (hip in which he, fome years afterwards^ 
fo bravely, though unfortunately fell. In the autumn he 
was removed into the Brillol, to which (hip he was again 
re-appointed on the 15th of April 1674. He is fuppofed 
to have held this command till the 17th of March 1677, 
when he was made captain of the Gucrnfey. Being fent 

* Sec page 76, t Sec page 57, 
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to the Streights foon afterwards, on the 19th of January 
1677, he fell in with the White Horfe, a (hip of war 
belonging to Algiers ; (he was the largeft belonging to 
that piratical (late, carrying fifty guns, and manneid with 
five hundred men; while the Cftjernfcy had only twenty- 
fix guns and one hundred and ten men. 1 he Algerine 
attempted to board captain Harman twice, and was as 
often repulfed. At length, after having received confi- 
derable damage, the Turk thought proper to iheer off. 

Nine men were killed on board the Guernfey, and 
among them their intrepid commander, who received three 
wounds, with muiket bails, at different periods of the 
a£lion ; and, towards the conclufion of it, a defperate con* 
tufion from a cannon ihot : he neverthelefs continued to 
command, till, fenfelefs with pain and lofs of blood, he 
fell fpeechlefs on the deck. He did not, however, die 
till three day$ afterwards. 

When we compare the force of the enemy with the 
very inferior ftrength of the Englifti, we may almoft in- 
duce ourfelves to believe the romantic fi£lions of chivalry 
lefs d'eftitute of foundation than reafon teaches us they 
were. Without travelling, however, into the regions of 
improbability, this adion of captain Harman may ferve 
to convince us, nothing is too arduous for knowlege and 
experience to accomplifh, if bravery accompany them. 

HARRIS, John, — ^was fucceflively made lieutenant of 
the Sweepftakes and the St. George in 1673. In the 
courfe of the fame year he was promoted to the command 
of the Cutter floop. In 1675 he was made lieutenant of 
the Guernfey, a flat ion he occupied during the a£lionju(l 
related in the life of captain Harman, On the 31 ft of 
Auguft following fir John Narborough, at that time com- 
mander-in-chief in the Mediterranean, appointed him 
captain of the Emfworth floop. We know nothing far- 
ther relative to him, except that he is faid to have been 
appointed, by James the oecond, captain of the Sampfon 
firefhip on the 25th of April 1688. 

HARVEY, Edward,-rcommanded the Hefter fireftiip 
in 1673. 

HOLLAND, Robert, — was made commander of tjic 
Tulip dogger in 1673, 

HUDSON, 
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Hudson, Richard,— was, at the fame time, made 
captain of the Dover dogger. 

HULL, John, — was alfo, in the fame year, made 
commander of a fliijp, or veflel, called the Ifle of Wight* 

HYATT, Abraham, — fucceeded Richard Hudfon in 
the command of the Dorer dogger in 1673, 

JEMMETT, William, — commanded, in the above 
year, a (hip called the Fortunate Mary. 

JDY, John, — was, in the fame year, captain of the 
£uck dogger. 

KEMrTHORN, John,— was made lieutenant of the 
Fairfax rn the year 1672 ; in the following year he was 
promoted to the command of the Monmouth yacht ; and, 
IMvy on the 12th of April 1678, was made captain of 
the Dover. 

KEMPTHORN, Morgan,— -wos die fon of admiral 
fir John Kempthorn *. Dclcended from a brave and illus- 
trious father; he in no degree diminifhed the fplendor of 
his parent's anions. He was,, in the beginning of the year 
1671, made lieutenant of the Mary Kofe, of which his 
father was, at that time, captain* in the following year 
he wai^ removed to the ftation of fecond Hentenancy on 
board the St. Andrew, on board which fhip his father, fir 
John, had hoifted his flag as vice-admiral of the blue. He 
is faid to have been made commander of the Mon* 
' mouth yacht ; but of this appointment we entertain fome 
doubt, and fuppofc him to have been confounded with 
John Kempthorne, who was certainly appointed to the 
fame veffel in this year. We are ftrengthenedin our idea 
of this iTiiftake when wc recoHeft that, at the time this 
promotion is faid to have taken place, Mr. Kempthorne 
was not quite fijtteen years old. However, on the 21ft 
of Oflobci 1679, he was appointed commander of the 
Kingsfilher, and fcnt immediately afterwards to the 
Streights wiih a convoy. He is fuppofed to have conti- 
nued on this ftation till the time of his death, which took 
place in the month of May 1681. The adllon, which 
was the occafion of it, is one of the few private, if the 
term may be allowed, tranfaftions in war which have 
been deemed fufficicntly confequential to attrafl: the notice 

* Seepage liU 
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of the hiftorian ; but as it has only been related in general 
terms, we have thought neceflary to fubjoin the following 

E articular account, written at the time'*. Campbell has 
een guilty of an anachronifm in his life of fir John 
Kempthorne, in faying, the gallantry exhibited by his Ton 
on this occafion, afforded him the greateft fatisfadion; 
fir Jbhn died two years before his fon was killed. Accord- 
ing to Campbell, this very brave young officer was, at that 
time, only twenty-three years old. 

LAYTON, Henry, — was made commander of the 
Country Welfare, by prince Rupert, in the year 1673. 

L'HOLSTEIN, Guftavus,— faid to have been a noble 
Swede, who entered into the Englifl) navy, and was natu«> 
rail fed : he was appointed commander of the Antelope in 
1673, and of the Newcaftle on the 4th of April 1677, 

LEONARD, Solomon, — ^was mSide commander of 
the George doggjcr in 1673. 

LONG, William, — ^was made lieutenant of the Goldea 
Phcenix, and of the Slothony,(a (hip taken from the Dutch) 
in i668* He was not promoted to the rank of commander 
till the month of February 1673, when he was made cap* 
tain of the Zant frigate. On the 26th of April 1675, he 
leturned to his former rank of lieutenant, being appointed 



♦ Extrad of a letter from Naples, May 14, 1681. — •• Here is now • 
in port an Englifh frigate called the Kingsfiflier, lately commanded by 
captain Kempthorn, vgho maintained a fight, with fcven Algerioe 
ai«n of war, with fo much bravery and courage, that people here are 
in adraxntion of it, and with great curiofity nock to Ice the fliip and 
nCn who behaved themfelves with fuch extraordinary courage and 
lefolutton. The account that we have of the adion is, 

** That on Sunday lad, about one of the clock, they made eight 
h\\ ; that foon after they difcovered that they were feven Turks men 
of war and a fmall Satea, and being come within piftol-fliot, the firft d[ 
the Algerines poured into them hia brOadfide and fmall (hot, and thea 
fprung nil luff and (lood off to give way to the fecond^ who alfo com- 
ing as near did the like, and then gave place to the third, who having 
given the like falute made way for the admiral ; the Ktngsfifher venr 
warmly anfwerin^ them with her great and fmall (hot. The Turk 
very refolately Uid them on board upon the quarter and difcharged 
liis broadfide with a volley of fmall (hot. Here captain Kemptboro 
was wounded in the hand, and at the fame time part of his Belly takea 
away with a cannon bullet, of which, in a few minutes after, he died, 
to the great trouble of the whole (hip's company, who could not hot be 
coQceroed at the lofs of fo brave a commander.'* 

$e€ the Lift tf Wrenn^ p. 380. 
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to ferve on board the Harwich. On the i5tK of Septcm* 
ber 1678, he was again promoted to be a com^ 
xnander, as captain of the Europa hired (hip of war; and 
was removed into another hired (hip of war, called the 
Loyal Subjeft, on the I2lh of December following. 

LLOYD, Charles, — was made captain of the Roc- 
buck in 1673, and in the courfe of the fame year was 
Ircmoved into the Fox floop. 

LUCAS, John,— commanded the Hawk ketch in 
1673. 

MACKLY, John, — ^was, at the fame time, mide com- 
mander of the Bonetta floop. 

NICHOLSON, John, — was made captain of the 
Lizard floop on the 2ift of June 1673 ; and was recom- 
miflioned to the fame veflel on the 17th of December 
following. 

NpDEN, Hugh, — commanded a veflel called the 
Little Do^fger in 1673. 

NORWOOD, John,— was, at the fame time, captain 
of the Hart dogger. 

ORCHARD, William, — in the year 1673, commanded, 
in fucceflJion, the Dolphin, the Hound, and the Holmes. 

PAINTER, Richard, — ^was, in the fame year, ap- 
pointed to the Hefl:dr fireftiip. 

PERRY, Jofeph, — was taken, by prince Rupert, at 
the time he hoifted his flag as commander-in-chief of the 
fleet in 1673, to be fecond lieutenant on board his own 
fliip, the Royal Charles. When his highnefs removed 
into the Sovereign, in confequence of the damage his 
former fliip had fuftained in the firft two anions in that 
year with the Dutch fleet, he took Mr. Perrv with him 
and promoted him to be his firft lieutenant. Mr. Perry's 
behaviour ftill continued fo fatisfadory to the prince, that 
he foon afterwards advanced him ftill farther, to be fecond 
captain of the Royal Charles. This is the lateit account 
we have of him. 

PERRYMAN, Jofeph, — was appointed, early in the 
year 1673,^ to command the Chatham floop; and was, on 
the 1 2th of December in the fame year, removed into the 
William dogger. 

PHILLIPS, Morgan,— was captain of the Fox fliaU 
lop in 1673. 

PIKE^ 
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PIKE, John,— on the i^th of September 1673, vnd 
loade commander of the John of Dover. 

PORTEN, Robert, — was, in 1672, appointed third 
lieutenant of fir Robert Holmes's flag (hip, the Saint 
Michael ; and was advanced from that ftation to be cap^ 
tain of the Vulture in the following year. 

POWELL, Waller, — commai^ed the Cutter floop 
early in 1673, by commilfion from prince Rupert the 
commander-in-chief. He was foon after fuperceded b/ 
captain Harris, and retiied altogether from the fervice. 

FRATT, Matthew,— was, on the 17th of December 
1673,, appointed to the command of the Peterman 



*1Si 



IIESTMAN, Henry. — His firft commilfion was 
that appointing him fecond lieutenant of the Antelope ia 
1672. On the 8th of Auguft in the following year ho 
"Was promoted to the command of the Richmond. The 
early part of his fervice has nothing more memorable in 
it than what is common to all fea officers, a mere lift of 
removals and appointments. For a fpace of fifteen years 
Ihe EngUih nation was at peace with all nations, ex- 
cept the Diratical dates on the coaft of Barbary \ and the 
fower. 01 acquiring fame, even in that part of the world» 
y brilliant exploits, was confined to individuals : thefe 
alfo were indebted to fortune for the opportunity, the 
prize of exploit being drawn only by a few. On the 
^5th of June 1675, he was removed into the Lark, and 
fent on the Mediterranean ftation, where he continued, 
fome fliort intervals only excepted, upwards of ten years. 
On the iith of January 1677-8, he v»s appointed to the 
Swan ; and the 7th of April following removed into the 
Antelope. On the 12th of July 1681, he was appointed 
to the Referve ; and on the 19th of May 1683, to the 
^ Bonadvcnture. Soon after this time he was left commo* 
'ilore and commander-in-chief of the (hips and veffels in 
the Streights*. He continued there till fome time after 

* He was prevented, by ficknefs, from improving the only oppor* 
tuntty which appears ever to have offered it(elf to him of fignaJifing 
himicif as a commander, in any other icfpeCk than by his prudent care 
and atteniion to the tru(l which was repofed in him. Toe opporttl- 
nity alluded to was, in theattaek of fome Salletine corfairs, off Mar- 
mora, in the month of June 1685. The Bonadvcnture wis, at that 
timci CQcnmanded by Mr. Faiiborae^afr will be hereafter (ecn in bis IiTe. 

the 
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th« acceffion of James the Second, and juft before the 
ifevolution was appointed to the command of the Hamp- 
ton Court. It is very evident he was known to be ftrongly 
attached to thofe principles which caufed that event, as 
he was appointed very early, in the year 1689, ^^ ^"^" 
ceed fir William Booth, ^s comptroller of the ftore- 
keepers accounts, an office he held till the 5th of June 
in the followine year, when he was named one of the 
commiflioners for executing tlie office of lord high ad- 
miral. 

He feems either to have confidered himfelf, or to have 
been thought by others, better calculated for this office, 
than for the more laborious, though not more confe- 
qucntial, duties of a naval command ; for he does not ap- , 
pear to have been invefted with any, even of the moft tri- 
vial kind, after the acceffion of William tlfe Third. He 
continued to hold his Ration, through eight different com- 
miffions, till the fecond of June 1699, at which time, 
on the earl of Orford's quitting the office of firft com^ 
miffioner, alrnoft a total change took place at the admi- 
ralty board, in which, with others, Mr. Prieftman vras 
involved. A circumftance happened in the month of 
April, which accelerated his removal, as it were, from 
the public eye : the party which had fo long oppofed the 
adminiftration, and whofe virulence at laft effefted the 
retirement of the earl of Orford, contrived to draw into 
part of their accufation againft that nobleman the con- 
lequence of his attachment and friendfliip to Mr. Fried- 
man. The earl had been induced, in the month of Sep- 
tember 1695, to fign an order for an allowance to him 
of ten (hillings a day, from the date of his commiffion 
as commander in chief before Sallee in 1684, over and 
above his ordinary pay as commander of the Bonadven- 
ture. This the houfe of commons thinking unreafonable, 
and an extravagant mifapplication of the public money, 
it was formed into part of the charge prefented in their 
addrefs to the king, praying him to reform a variety of 
abufes, which they pointed out as having taken place in 
the condutt and management of the navy. Tne king 
promifed to adopt fuch meafures in future as fliould pre- 
vent anv fnnilar complaint; and ;he earl of Orford, with 
Mr. Prlcft-man and his other friends, took care t© put an 
Vol. J. D d «nd 



Digitized by 



Google 



4^2 tiSrtS AND CHARACTERS O* 

end to any repetition of it againft them, by volnntarily 
refigning their offices. 

from this time Mr. Prieftman lived totally in the re- 
tirement of a private gentleman ; and as he had not at- 
tained either a rank or fortune fufficient to excite the envy 
of the ambitious, fo he had at leaft the fatisfadion of 
leaving behind him a charader void of reproach. 

Dying on the 2oth of Auguft 17 12, he was buried in 
Weftminfter-abbey, where an elegant monument has 
been erefted to his memory, bearing the infcription in- 
ferted beneath*. 

ROGERS, John, — was tyade commander of the Uni- 
corn in 1673. He had no other appointment till a war 
with France was apprehended in 1678, on which account 
he was, on the 28th of March, made fccond captain of 
the Royal Charles, the (hip on board which fir John 
Kempthorne had hoifted his flag two days before, as 
vice-admiral of the fleet in the Narrow Seas. Every 
appearance of hoftililics vani filing foon afterwards, cap- 
tain Rogers was, after the flag fliips were difmantl«l, 
appointed, on the 28th of November in the fame year, 
to command the Henry guardfliip at Chatham, after 
which time his name does not occur as having held any 
naval employment. 

ROOKE, Sir George,— was the fon of fir William 
Rooke, knt, a Kentifii gentleman of an ancient family* 
Having difcovered an early propenfity to the fea, con- 
trary, as it is faid, to the wiflies of his relations, he en- 
tered as a volunteer in the navy, and rendering himfelf 
very foon confpicuous as fecond lieutenant of the London 
in 1672, and of the Prince in the following year, was, 
on the 13th of November 1673, at the early age of 
twenty-three, appointed to the command of the Holmes. 
Peace, with the Dutch taking place almoft immediately 

• M. S. 

To thcmcimny of Henry Prieftman, cfq. commander-in-chief 

Of a fquadron of (hips of war in the reign of king Charles the Secoa^lg 

A commiflioncr of the navy, and one of the comroifltonert 

For executing ihe office of lord high admiral of 

England in the reign of king Wiliidm the Third. 

Ob. 80 Aug. 1715, i£t. 65. Hctt piifca fides. 
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Afterwards, we have little* to commemorate relative to 
Ihis ^reat and good man till the year of the revolution, at 
ivhich time he commanded the Deptford, a fourth rate of 
iSfty guns; and although Burnet is (not very hpneftly 
perhaps) pleafed to take every opportunity of mfmuating 
Jir George was little lefs than a Jacobite, yet, however 
his heart might, perhaps, have wilhed the condudl of his 
then fovereign had beei^ fuch as would have kept his loy- 
alty inviolate, nothing is more certain than that he moft 
cordially entered into all thofe meafures which the ftrange 
and unaccountable cbnduft of that fovereign had rendered 
abfolutely neceflary to the prefervation of national liberty. 
In the month of April he was detached with a fmall 
fquadron, by ^idmiral Herbert, to aflift the army in the 
.reduction of Ireland, and finding, towards the end of 
May, the extreme diftrefs to which the town of London- 
derry was reduced, refolved to attempt its relief as fooji 
as he couklcolIe£l a force fufficient for the purpofe. On 
the 8th of June he fell in with the convoy going thither t, 
the troops being under the command of major-general 
jKirk ; but after a confultation held with that general on 
,reconnoitering the harbotir, it was decided that the land 
forces were not fufficient to afford any relief to the place> 
' though the force by fea fliould be fuccefsful. It was there- 
.fore refolved to wait fot. farther reinforcements. Thefe 
.having arrived, and the fituation of the place foon after- 
>'ards becoming defperate, major-general Kirk fent to ad- 
>ife fir George of it, and at the lame time to fuggeft tp 
■ him, that the appearance of fome ifarther naval force might 
.probably aflift the operation. On this occafion Mr. Rooke 
.proceeded himfelf with the Deptford and Dartmouth, and 
having put the laft under the general's orders, returned 
.,to his larger (hips, to prevent any interruption from a, 
, foreign naval force. The meafures taken by Mr. Rooke 

* On the loih pf April 1677, he was appointed to the command 
of the NonfuCh ; on the leth of July 1680, to the HampQiire ; and 
on the 14th of April 1683, to the St. David. 

t So that his force now confiftcd of the Deptford, Antelope, and 
Swallow, of fifty guns; the Bonadvcnturc and Portland ot fortv- 
. fi^bn tbe Dartmomh of forty ; the Greyhouod of fifteen j the 
Kingsfiiher kctcb^ and Henrietta yacht. 
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to infurc the general's fuccefs were fuflicient. itic 
place, reduced to the !aft extremity, was relieved, anti 
the enemy, with the utmoft precipitation, raifed the fiege. 
Having convoyed the duke of Schomberg from Hylatte 
to Ireland, he failed for Cork, which he, in aff proba- 
bility, would have made himfetf mailed of, notwithftand • 
ing it was reputed to be the bed fortified piort on the 
ifland, but that his ihips were fa fouF and ill equipped^ 
that it was neceflary for him to return immediately to 
England. On his arrival he was, (as it is faid) at the 
exprefs recommendation of the earl of Torrington, pro- 
moted to be rear-admiral of the red, ift which ftation he 
fer\'ed at the unfortunate battle off Beachy-Head, having 
his flag on board the Dutchefsof ninety guns. He was, 
together with vice-admiral Afliby, examined before the 
lords commrflioners relative to that a&ion, and being 
himfelf totally free, even from cenfure, his evidence, 
which went entirely to exculpate the earl, muft, at leaft 
with impartial men, have fo much the more weight. 
Hfs candour on this occafion was, confidering the rage 
of party at that time, thought, by careful men, rather 
ill-t/med : bun that opinion was too haftily adopted ; fuch 
was the general opinion of fir George Kooke's cottrage, 
honour, and integrity, that, however coi>trary his evi- 
dence might be to the real wljhes of many, no refent- 
ment was (hown to him by thofe who, in that day, called 
them/elves friends to the revolution, becaufe, according 
to the general {and probably ill-founded) opinion, he was 
of a lefs violent party. He was immediately after thb 
pitched on to command the convoy deftined for the pro- 
teftion of king William to Hblland ; and, as it is re- 
marked in his memoirs, " thh was fo much the mere re» 
markable^ as it was the firft time of his majefl/s going evir 
to Holland Jince he had teen king of England.** He had the 
fame trud in May following, and on his return joined 
the fleet under the command of admiral Ruflel*i but the 
French taking every pofllble precaution to avoid an ac- 
tion, the expedition ended without any occurrence worth 

* About tbif time he wtt appoioted an extsi comiaiiloiier of eke 
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Commemorating. On the X5th of May 1692*, Mr<» 
Rookc was promoted to be vice-admiral of the blue, in 
virhich fUtion he ierved on the 19th of the fame month in 
<be ever-memorable battle of La Hogue. We probably 
cannot do greater juftice to his merit, than by tranfcrib- 
ing the jMlfage relative to the (hare he had in this en- 
gagement from Mr. Rooke*s own journaL Tl\e account 
is plain) fimple, and unadorned, and is a much more va- 
luable and curious record of that glorious adion, than 
any that has been, or can be framed by the nK)ft claiScal 
and elegant hidorian. 

^ Extrad from a journal in fir George Rooke*s, owo 
band-writing. 

** May 19, 1692. —-At nine o'clock this morning 
weighed, and with little wind at W. S. W. ftood over 
(ox the coa^l of France in a line of battle all dav, and in 
9S good order as poifible all night, the Dutch leading 
the van. 

*^ At day-break this morning, having little wind wef* 
ferly, we faw the enemy's fleet about four leagues to 
, windward of us, on which we Jboth drew into a line of 
))attie. At feven the ^enemy, not above fixty fail, bore 
dbwn upon us^ but there being very little wind it was near 
eleven o'clock before they began to engage the admiral's 
(quadron and the Dutch. The enemy's number not 
permitting them to cover the blue, we had the opportu- 
nity of gathering to windward of them, and were bearing 
down upon the rear of their fleet ; hot it fell quite calm t, 
with a very thick fog, fo that we could not fee a (hip's 
}ength; it continued fo till about fix in the even^ 
jng, and then cleared, with very little wind eafterly* 

. ■■ . ' ■ ■ ■ ■ I ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ I I 

^ This was the very (iay on which the addrefs was prefented to 
iquecA Mary, e^preifive of the loyalty and attachment of the flag- 
officer* and capuins of the fleet. The very £OD^pic^o^s part taken 
hy Mr. Roo^e in promoting that addrefs, and be being the very 
perfon (as it is generally believed and reported) who .was chofen to 
tranfmit it to the admiralty^ are fu^cient proof? of bis hefirty zea) 
ID the fcrvicc of fais ifovereigns. 

t This confirms the affertion of admiral Raflel, that althoug{i 
the combined fleet fo much out-numbered the French, a force hardly 
ftqual to theirs could be brought into a^ioo with tbemi owing to 
$ilm4 and other impcdi mentis 

D d 3 Seeing 
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Seeing a cloud of fmokc rife to thfe cdftwatd of us, } 
tacked towards it with the Windfor Caftle and the Ex- 
pedition, and found fir Cloudcfley Shovell, the Kent zni 
another frigate at an anchor, firing their ftem-chafes at 
Monf. Tourville, his vice-admiral, and one of thoir fc- 
conds, whom they engaged ftarply for about an hour, 
when they cut from their anchors, and flood away to th^ 
wcftward. We followed them all night. At noon Cape 
fearjfleur bore S.W. about twelve leagues. 

« 20. — ^This morning, at four o'clock, the wind fprung 
yp pretty frc(h at E. and E. S.E. with foggy weather. 
We fleered away to the wcftward, with a preffcd fail. 
About ten o'clock it cleared up, and we faw the enemy 
to leeward of us. At noon it fell little wind, and fhifted 
wefterly, with which we plied after the enemy till five 
o'clock in the afternoon. The tide being done, we came 
to an anchor in forty fathom water, Cape ta Hogu© 
bearing W. S.W. five leagues, as the enemy did to wind- 
ward. 

** ai. — At one o'clock this morning weighed, and 
with the wind frefti at S.W. plied to windward till feven. 
We came to anchor in forty fathom water, the iflc of 
Alderney bearing S. S.W. four leagues off. The enemy 
came too in the race, but fifteen of them could not ride, 
tut drove away to leeward of us. At ten the admiral 
made the fignal to cut, which we did, and gave chace t6 
them. We drove a vice-admiral and two other fhipk 
into Cherburg-bay ; twelve more got into the Hogue, of 
Which one ovcrfct; at ten at night we came to an anchor 
before the place in twelve fathom water, 

" 22. — ^The admiral, who came to an anchor laft night 
in the Offing, weighed this morning, and turned into the 
bay. We looked in upon the enemy, but the tide and day 
bemg too far fpent to make any attempt upon them, wc 
came to an anchor again before the place, the admiral 
ordering fir Cloudefly Shovell in the Kent, with a fqua- 
dron of third rates, fmall frigates, and fireftiips, to try if 
he could burn them. The next day we had the wind at 
N.W. and N- by W. 

" Sir Cloudefly Shovell being ill, I aflccd the admiral 

leave io go upon the ferviceof burning the fliips, whicli 

he granted me. I inmiediately went on board the Eagje, 

I hoiitcd 
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fioiftcd ray flag, apd after giving the neceflary orders to 
the captains of the fhips* and the officers of thc^boats, 
I weighed, and run into the Hogue, and anchored in fix 
fathom water. After battering the (hips and the forts 
^bout an hour, I fent the boats and a nrefliip on board 
them, and burnt fix capital fhips, with their ftores and 
provifions: the tide being too far fpent, I did not think 
It neceflary to attempt any thing more that night. 

** 24. — This morning I ordered a fquadron of fmall 
frigates to work up and batter the inner fort, clofe under 
which lay five capital fhips and a frigate ; after which 
I ordered two firefhips in, but before they got to them 
our boats got on board them, and fct them on fire, and 
as the water arofe, the wind being at E. S. E. and S. E, 
J. thought it feafiblc to put the firefhips into the harbour, 
with the tranfport fhips, and accordingly ordered it, but 
they being long coming in, the water pinched, and 
they ran a-ground, where I direSed them to be burnt ; 
tut we went in \rith our boats, and burnt fomc of the 
franfport fhips, and brought others out, after which we 
weighed, and plied out to the fleet, I returned on boan} 
the Neptune, and hoiftcd my flag again." 

It is reported (but with fome appearance of uncer- 
tainty) in the printed memoirs of his Hfet, that king 
William, in token of his regard to admiral Rookc's gal- 
lantry on this occafion, fettled on him a penfion of 1 000 U 
z year. Although the loofe manner in which it is raeq- 
tioned in thofe memoirs do not juflify a pofitivc afTcrtion 
pf the fa£t, it is certainly highly probable fuch a mark 

♦ Vcfuvios fircfiiij 

Portfinouth - ^3* 

Hawke fireibip 
iluncer fireihip 

Charles ga^ey r 3ft 

Ctiicheftcr - 60 

Crown • 48 

Woolwich r . 46 

Eagle - 1 70 

Oxford • ? £0 

Swiftfure * • 70 

Greyhound - |6 

^cfolunon - 60 

i And on that ambprs^y confidently afferted |>y Campbell* 
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of fttvour might Juve been beftowed, as William wa$ 
ever didinguiOicd as the patron of bravery. Soon after 
the adion, Mr. Rooke was detached, together v^ith the 
Dutch vice-admiral Callemberg, to reconnoitre the coaft 
of France, and to attempt the deftru£lion of any fliips of 
war which, efcaping out of the late battle, might have 
taken refuge in their ports. The report made by him 
affords a ftrong proof of the diligence and exertion ufcd 
on thatt occafion ; he tried, though without fuccefs, 
every poflible argument, not forgetting t^at highcft of 
all incentives, reward, to induce the pilot? to carry him 
in, and the remains of the enemy's {battered force was 
irdebted for its exillcnce merely to the rocks and {boals 
which environ their harbours- In the enfuing fpring the 
king went to Portfmouth, where dining with admiral 
Rooke, on board his (hip, he conferred on him tlie ho- 
nour of knighthood, having a fliort time before promoted 
him to be vice-admiral of the white. 

In the month of May he was appointed to command 
the convoy to the Smyrna, Turkey, and other &ctts 
bound to the Streights. As the charge confided of no 
Icfs than four hundred fail of merchant ihips, fo was 
the fquadron.deftined to accompany them very ftrong, 
confifting of the Royal Oak of fixty-four guns, on board 
which fir George hoifted his flag ; the Breda, admiral 
Hopfon, of fixty-two; the Monmouth of fifty-eight, the 
Lumley Caftle of fifty-fix, the Monk and Lyon of fifty-r 
two, the Loyal Merchant of fifty, the Princefs Ann 
and Tygcr prize of forty-eight, the Woolwich and 
Newcaille of forty-fix, the Chatham of forty-four, and 
Smyrna Fa£lor of forty ; the Sheerncfs frigate of twenty- 
eight, and the Lark of fixteen guns; the Salamajider 
bomb, the Difpatch brig, the Vulture and Speedwell 
firefhips, and Mufcov^ Merchant ftorefliip ; together 
with eight Dutch men of war under vice-admiral Van- 
<lergoes. Added to this fqnadron, the grand fleet, under 
the command of fir Cloudcfly Shovell, fir Ralph Delaval, 
and admiral Killigrew, faw the convoy fifty leagues to 
the fouth-weft of Ufliant, and all apprehenfion of danger 
being then over, returned. The French, wifbing to 
firike a fignal blow, that might, in fome . mesjure, 
alleviate the misfortune of the laft year at La Hoguc, 
£ad pitched en Lagos Bay as the rendezvous of their 

fquadrona 
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C|uadron8 from Bred and the Mediterranean. They lay 
there, as it were, in ambufcade- for their rich and ex-r 
peded prize, it afterwards appearing they had accurate 
information from their fpies in England of its failing 
and deftination. Had their fcheme been executed with 
the fame dexterity witli which it was planned, the con- 
fequence would certainly have turned out much more 
fatal than it did ; but from fome u;iaccountable dilator!- 
Xicfs in theenemy, anithepriidc«f conduft of fir George, 
more than three parts in' four of the fleet were preferved, 
por was a fingle Englifli man of war taken, and only 
three of the Dutch, who, to do them' juftice, behaved with 
the utmoft gallantry, and contributed, by their conduS, not 
a little to leffen the weight of misforlune by drawing off 
the attention of the enemy. Having* informed himfelf 
the following day, as well as circumftances would pcr-r 
mit, of the pofture of affairs, and being alfo in want of 
water, he determined to fteer for Madeira, in hopes at 
the fame time of picking up fome of the fugitives there, 
who had efcaped the calamity. In this he was difap- 
pointed ; he found there only the Monk man of war, 
commanded by captain Fairborn ; but having recruited 
his ftockx)f water, and put his fquadron in the beft order 
in his power, he failed from thence the 27 th of June, 
and arrived in fafety at Cork, with the remainder of his 
charge, on the 3d of Auguft. Grievous as this misfor- 
tune was, the mod bitter of his enemies have never pre* 
fumed to charge fir George with the fmalleft mifconducl. 

So well convinced was king William of his not 
being at all blameable on this occafion, that, in the 
inonth of February following, he appointed him vice- 
admiral of the red. In the enfuing April, as a farther 
teAimony (were any fuch proof yet wanting) of his favour 
and good opinion, he nominated him one of the com-r 
piiffioners for executing the office of lord high admiral*, 
^nd very foqn afterwards promoted him to be admiral of 
the blue. In the n^onth of May 1695, he commanded 
the fleet which convoyed king William to Holland, and in 
the enfuing September was fent admiral of the white, and 

* An ^pppintQient he continue4 to enjoy tiU the s6di of Januaqr 
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icommander-in-chicf to the Mediternuiean, as fucceflbr f 
admiral Ruflfel, Having in this ftatixm xendcrtd eveiv 
poffible proteftion to trade, and kept the French, who 
were more than double his number, completely at bay 
during the remainder of the year, and part of the next 
fpring, he returned to England, and arrived in the 
Downs towards the end of April. He was there in- 
vefted with the ichief command of the channel fleet. 

Such was the urgency of our affairs at home, that he was 
obliged to fail the beginning of May with a fleet of fixtyr 
three fhips of the line, Englifh and Dutch ; but many of 
irhc fhips wcfe not in a proper condition for fervice, and 
moft of them very deficient in their complement of men. 
The objeft of this expedition was to prevent the Toulon 
fquadron from forming a junftion with that of Brefl, 
but was fruftrated by its having been efFeded ten dayf 
)>efore fir George could even reach Ufhant. During hi» 
.cruize, which was protrafted as long as poffible, as well 
in hopes of falling in with fome of the fquadrons or fhips 
of the enemy that had been detached, as the confideration 
of the advantage of blocking up their principal force in 
Prefl, and rendering our commercial navigation fecure, 
fir George rejccived feveral reinforcements, fo that by 
the 2oth the whole fleet confifted of one hundred and 
fifteen fail of Englifh and Dutch fhips, eighty-five of 
"Which were of the line of battle. With this force, 
however, he ?vas compelled by the wefterly winds to re- 
turn to Torbay on the 23d. On the 29th of the fame 
month he was fummoned to attend hjs duty at the board 
as commiffioner of the admiralty, on which occafion he 
left the command of the fleet to lord Perkley, 

Befpre fir George quitted the fleet, he had received in- 
formation from the captain of the Mercury, one of his 
light vefTels, that upwards of feventy French fhips of war 
were at that time lying in Camaret bay, and on his ani- 
Val in town propofed both to the board of admiralty and the 
^uke of Shrewfbury, at that time fecretary of flate, a 
plan for dcftroying them. It might naturally have been 
luppofed, any propofal coming not only from a com- 
mander of fuch eminence, but from one who had, by hi$ 
gallantry and fuccefs at La Hogue, praSically proved 
&€ probability of fuccefs in enterprises of tbat fort, would 
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fisive been attended to and adopted. Strange, however^ a$ 
}t may appear, the reception it met with was cold, and the 
execution of it delayed fo long^ that at lad the advanced fea* 
fon of the year rendered it necerfary to lay it totally afide. 
In the beginning of the year 1697, fir George wa^ 
again appointed commander-in-chief of the fleet ; but. 
from the caution of the French, the bad equipment and 
condition of his own fleet, and the probable approach of 
peace, the negotiations for which were already begun 
at Ryfwic, the fummer paflcd over, as ufual, without 
9, battle. One circumftance is, however, to be com- 
inemorated, as affording a notable example ♦ of fir 
George's prudence, penetration, smd firmnels ; and it is 
xemarkable no notice whatever is taken either in his 
memoirs, or by Lediard, of this event. Campbell does 

{;reater juftice to his memory, and relates the ftory at 
ength. Retired from the buftle and tumult of war, 
fir George did not fink into the obfcurity of private life ; 
for in the next year, 1698, king William having called 
a new parliament, he was chofen. reprefentative for 
Portfmouth, and difplayed on all occafions as Ready 
an adherence t to the mterefts of his country in the 
fenate, as he had before done in his prpfeflion of arms. 
The year 1700 exhibits fir George in a new charac- 
ter. A confederacy being entered into between the czv 
of Mufcovy and the kings of Denmark and Poland to 

* He fell in with a licet of Swedifli merchantmen on the coaft of 
J^rance, and, rjghtly judging them loaded with French property, cap- 
tured the whole. The nation difapproved, and the Swedes blulleredy 
bat the admiral was firm, and through his penetration the whole of 
this iniquitous fcheme was laid open. Tne property proved to be 
totally French, and that this contraband trade, fo injurious to (be 
faith of nations and the intered of Britain, had been long carried on 
pnder the covert of Swedifli pafTes and a nominal foreign commander, 
in time they were all condemned as lawful prizes. May other neu- 
4ral nations read this event, 4ud profit by the xnisfortuaes of their 
neighbours! 

+ It is evident this was the opinion entertained of'him by king 
William; for notwithflanding iir George might differ from the theti 
ininiftry in his ideas of the principles of government , and however 
' (generally fpeaking) he might oppofe their meafurrs, that monarch 
conftantly and peremptorily refifled every application to him urging 
fir George's removal.— What fironger proof can be required of a 
^fifan's integrity and genuine patriotifniy tbao the favour of the fo« 
tfreign nr bofe friends be oppofed ? 
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opprefs, and even annihilate the power of the young 
king of Sweden, fir George was pitched on by king WiU 
liam to command the fleet deftined to aft m conjunc- 
tion with the Dutch, and compel the confederated powers 
to agree to a fair and equitable peace. Sir George ren- 
dered himfelf on tfiis occafion as confpicuous in th^ 
charaftcr of a politician as he had formerly done in that 
of a warrior. While, on one hand, he difplayed the 
greateft firmnefsand refolution in maintaining the dignity 
of his country, and enforcing the refolutions of his love- 
jeign to procure an equitable peace for the Swedes; fo, 
on the other, did he compel the Swedes to accept of the 
peace concluded at Travendahl, without fufFering their 
reftlefs and impetuous monarch to make any ufe of the 
force under his command towards his own farther ag- 
grandization. In the (bring of the year 1701 fir George* 
was, on the profpeft of a war with France, appointed 
admiral and commander-in-chief of the fleet ; but hoftili- 
tics not taking place, our naval operations ended in a 
cruize from Spithead to Scilly. The following year he 
was re-elefted in the new parliament as reprelentative 
for Portfmouth, and gave fo fmgular a proof of the ftcadi- 
Tiefs of his principles, that although the acl is itfelf to- 
tally unconnefted with naval matters, it may not perhaps 
be deemed inrperlinent to relate it here. 

Notwithftanding every effort * was made by the court 
party to win fir George over, among other perfons 
of confequence, to vote for fir Thomas Littleton as 
fpeaker, yet difdaining to aft in obedience To minillcrs 
in his political conduiSt merely becaufe he was in the 
fervice of his fovereign, he flrenuoufly and fuccefsfully 
oppofed the objeft of their choice, merely becaufe he 
thought it militated againft thetrue intercft of his country f. 
This offence, fo heinous to thofe who at that time calkd 

* It IS pofitjvcly aCTcrted that the kiog himfelf condefcended j^er- 
fonally to folicit (ir GeorgcU vote on this occafion. 

f On the 861b of January 1701-a, Thomas, earl of Pembroke and 
Montgomery, was declared lord high admiral; fii' George confe* 
quently loft his feat at the admiral tj^-board : he did not, however, 
long continue deprived of this appointment, for he was re-inftatc4 
in effe6l in the lame office on the Sftd of May following, being no* 
ninated by prince George of Oe^mark, then Iprd high M«iiral, Q9C 
f f hi) council in d^at cap«ci^« 
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themfelvcs friends to government, is probably among the 
chief caufes of the torrent of abufe fo very liberally be- 
itowed on him by writers of the fapie party, and by 
Burnet in particular. 

The death of the king, which happened foon after, 
gave a temporary check to the clamour. One of the firft 
ads of queen Anne's reign was that appointing fir 
George vice-admiral of England, and commander-in-chief 
of the fleet defUned for the expedition againft Cadii;. 
His force, including the fquadron difpatchtd before under 
the command of lir Stafford Fairborne and rear-admiral 
Graydon, which afterwards joined fir George oiF Lifbon, 
conulled of thirty Engliih and twenty Dutch fhips of the 
line. He failed from Spithead the ifl of July, and, 
after a very long paffage, anchored in the bay of Bulls 
on the 12th of Auguft. The troops being landed on the 
17th, St. Catherine's fort furrendered on the a2d. But 
here fuccefs deferted them : the irregularities committed 
by the foldiery drove to defpair that enemy, who might 
othcrwife have been glad of an opportunity of furrender- 
ing on honourable terms -, and the army, which perhaps 
had never been equal to the undertaking, confidering the 
difficulties they had to encounter, as well as the deter* 
mined hoftile countenance of the Spaniards, was, after 
fome fruitlefs councils of war, compelled to re-imbark*« 
On this occafion fir George's enemies were uncommonly 
adive in the propagation of abufe., Burnet, the record- 
maker of the party, has particularly diilinguiihed him- 
feif ; but it certainly may be fairly made a queftion of 
at the prefent day, now time and reafon have annihilated 
thofe ridiculous diIlin£tions of parties which then pre- 

* la a note to Campbell's Lives of the Admirals we have the 
follow ioe obfcrvation^ which is probably as true a way of accountiaff 
for the failure of this expeditioo as it is concife.— >*' The troth <i|' 
the matter was, that the confederates found Cadiz io a m^ucb bettier 
fituatioQ (ban was expelled, themfelves worfe received than they hoped, 
and the general officers fo much divided in their opinions, that a retreat 
was thought more advifeable than any other meafure in a council o£ 
var. If Qt George Rooke, before he put to fea, forefaw any of tb* 
difficulties they then met with, few perlonsat this time of day 1 believe 
think fuch a forelight a difcredit to him, cither at a fiat«(maD or mi 
admiral." 
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vailed, "whether the reverend hiftorian's attemfi^ to traJiice 
ft brave and able commander refieds moft difcredit od 
himjeify or honour on the noble perfon he endeavoured^ 
to injufe in the ten<iereft point, his reputation with poller 
rity ! Oh the moft arduous and critical occafions, how 
great miift have been the condu A of that man who could 
reduce his enemies to the difgraceful neceffity of adopting 
fuch means (the only left th^m) of exciting a temporary 
odium by a viruknt and unfounded calumny* There is no 
occafion for any other argument to exonerate fir George 
from the fmalleft imputation of neglefl or coldnefs in thi^ 
expedition, than the refolutions of the general councils of 
^ar of feaand landofficersy with whom alone *. the execu- 
tion of the enterprize lay. In that council it was agreed, 
that ^'whereas upon confideration that the taking Mata* 
gorda was found a work of fo much difficulty, and that if 
the fort was taken, it would not at all facilitate the enr* 
trance of the fleet into the Pnntal, it was judged imprac- 
ticable by the land general officers to make an attempt for 
the reducing of Cadiz with the land forces that were there \ 
^at it would be a work of confiderable time for a muck 
greater number of troops ; and it was refolved, that the 
ftrmy (hould re-imbark from Rota as foon as poffible."'-^ 
*6ir Gtorge Ro&ke*s Memoirs y p. 82. 

Unfortunate as this expedition had hitherto been, its 
fuccefs in the conclufion more than cOmpenfated for the 
want of it in the beginning. Sir George receiving advice f,' 
foon after his quitting Cadiz, that the French admiraly 
Chateau Renaud, had arrived at Vigo with his fqaadron,- 
■having the Spanifh galleons under his convoy, he hefi- 
tated not a moment to attempt the capture of that im- 
portant place. Fortune favoured the boldnefs ■ of - the 
4jndertaking ; and as on a former occafion % we thoiigh^ 
the heft mode of doing juftice to the gallantry of this 
commander was by dcfcribing that particular enterprifc 
in his own words, fo probably will the fame conduct be 
equally, proper in relating the particulars of the prefent, 
if poffible more glorious, enterprife- 

* The aflifiaoce to be rendered by the fleet bebg oqly t(^ be coir* 
fidcned in a fecondary light. 
f From captain Hardy of the Pembroke* 
X The vi^lory at La Hogue, 

<< Extras 
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" Extraft from Sir George Roolce's Journa!- 
** Od. 12. anno 1702. — At break of dav this mornrng 
I Tcmoved, and hoiiled my flag on boarcl the Somerfet* 
The iirind being at W. S. w. promifed a favour?rble op^ 
portunity of attempHng the enemy, according to the 
refohitiona of yefterday* His grace the duke of Ormond 
ufcd great diligence in difembarking the troops, and 
landing them in a bay on the fouth ihore, about four 
miles to the eaftward of Vigo ; he ordered the grena* 
diers to march under the command of my lord Shannon 
towards the fort, on the fouth fide of Ronondello^ At nine 
o'clock I made the fignal to weighs which was accord^* 
ingly done, the line of battle formed, and the fliips went 
in upon the enemy ; but falling calm, the van of our line 
was forced to anchor within ihot of the enemy's batteries^ 
as the reft of the Ihips did in their order. At one o'clock 
captain Jennings came aboard from vice-admiral Hopfoil 
to inform me the paflfage at the boom was extremely nar- 
row, that both fides were well fortified, and that, in aH 
probability, the firft (hip that attempted the paffage would 
be loft, and dcfired I would come on board him znt 
view the place ; upon which I immediately went oh 
board him, and the more I looked, the more I liked it y 
for I faw the'paflage was half-a-mile wide, fo thtft it was- 
impoflrble a boom of that length could be of any ftrength^ 
I faw the batteries on the larboard-fide were open, 
and not fo many guns mounted an the ftarboard-fide 
as was reported. I faw the enemy had not made a 
difpofition of their (hips for a vigorous defence, but that 
they were in a confternation and confufion, fo that I 
ordered Mr. Hopfon and the reft of the officers to exe- 
cute their orders, and do their duty. At two o*clock in ' 
the afternoon vice-admiral Hopfon, with the (hips next 
the enemy, flipped their cables, and run in upon them. 
Mr Hopfon, being the headmoft (hip, run through with* 
out a ftop ; but the reft of the (hips of his divifion ftop- 
ped, and hung in till they cut their way through ; and 
as foon as they got through the enemy deferted their 
fliips, fetting fome y)n fire, and running others on fliore. 
The Torbay was very near being burnt by a fire- 
fhip of the enemy, which would have certainly done the 
execution had (he not blown up. This accident hap* 
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pened by the Torbay's going too far in before (he aii-* 
chored. My orders were, that none of our (hips {hould 
go Within the enemy to board them, as they might then 
get an opportunity of burning (hip for (hip, which would 
have been a belter bargain than I intended them'^ but 
the fire(hip blowing up, the fire was extingui(hed by the 
exemplary bravery and diligence of captain Leake, his 
officers and men^ and the (hip wonderfully prefcrved. 
The attack was made with as much fpirit and refolution 
as ever I faw, and the enemy's defence was as mean, 
except two or three of their (liips, who acquitted them- 
felves honourably. Monf. Chateau Renaud did not 
behave very well, for he hardly fired his guns once 
before he fet his (hip on fire, and ran away as faft as 
he could. What facilitated the reducing the fort on 
the ftarboard-fide was the good condufl: of our forces, 
who contrived to attack it by land at the fame time that 
cur (hips poured in their broadfides upon it, between 
which the enemy was in fuch a conftcrnation that they 
furrendered at difcretion, .in lefs than a quarter of an 
hour. I fent a meflfage to his grace the duke of Ormond 
with my humble opinion, that if he would pleafe to 
inarch the forces on toRonondetlo, he might probably find 
a confiderable quantity of plate and other rich goods, 
upon which his grace continued his march thither. Thus 
ends this glorious day to the eternal honour of her majefty 
and our country, and with very little lofs fuftained, tho' 
fome of our (hips had like to have come to a misfortune, 
by the enemy's burning (hips driving with the tide of ebb, 
and an ofF-(nore wind upon ours, fo that fome of them 
were forced to cut two or three times from their anchors 
to fave themfelves. Had I therefore, as I was advifed, run 
into the Ronondello with the whole fquadron, we muft 
have been in a huddle, and in all probability (hould have 
burned all together, by which we would have paid too 
dear for our viSory, therefore I do fet it down for a maxim 
and rule without exception in our fea-fervice, that a 
huddle is a thing moA to be apprehended and avoided. 

'' Oct. 13. — ^At break of day this morning I went up 
to Ronondello, and gave the nece(rary order for fecuring the 
fhips of war and prizes that were afloat, and their (lores, as 
well as for getting ofFthofe that lay on (hoxc with any hopes 
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t)f their being favcd ; to get out the brdf$ gtins of thofc 
that were loft, and to preferve the goods of the galleons> 
as well of thofe that were afhorc as thofe afloat, from 
tony kind of embezzlement ; and that all the plate that 
could be foui^d in the bottoms of the burnt galleons 
might be preferved for the ufe and fervice of her majefty. 
I was all the day on this bufmefs, and returned late at 
night aboard) being very much indifpofed with fharp 
Xymptoms of a fit of the gout." 

The lofs fuftained by the enemy on this occafion was 
immenfe : exclufive of the treafure, and other valuable 
property taken and deftroyed, which amounted to 
upwajxis of twenty million pieces of eight ; the French 
and Spaniards . experienced a deflrudion of their 
naval force, exceeded only by the vidlory at La Hogue. 
'Fifteen fhips.of the lipe, according to the cuftom of that 
day mounting from fifty-four to feveoty-fix guns^ two 
ihips of forty gims each, three frigates, and * thirteen 
galleons, beudes many other vefiels of inferior note^ 
graced the triumph of the allied powers. 

Glorious as this fuccefs was, and fufficient as it might 
be thought by unprejudiced perfons to quiet the melan* 
choly ravings of an envious party, the failure of the ex- 
pedition againft Cadiz was not deemed fufiiciently com- 
penfated for by the glorious enterprife which fucceeded it. 
An enquiry was entered into in the houfe of lords relative 
to the conduct of fir George, notwithftanding he had 
been received with the higheft acclamations by the peo- 
plet, and the greateft refpe£t by his fovereignt; but it 
ended to the utter confufion of his enemies,.^nd the in- 
•creafe, if poflTible, of his own reputation. 

*< Campbell in«kes them feventecn. 
, t He bad, during his abfence, been again chofen rcprefentative 
In parliament for the town of Portrmouth; and at foon as he came 
to take his feat in the houfe of commons, the fpcaker was dire£led to 

Tetum him thanks for the very lingular fervice he had rendered the 
nation. The fpeaker's fpeech on this occafion is carious, and highly 

^complimentary, though , not more fo than the merits of the perfon 
addrefled required. It ia too long for infertion here, more efpecially 
as it has been ah'eady given, both in Campbell, and in a fhort bat au« 
thentic account of iir George's life, pubhfhed 1707. 

'• t ^lio, on the 13th of November, caufed him to bt fworn a 

• member of her privy^couociL 
. Vol. I, £ • Jt 
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It was fingjular, indeed, his opponentjs ihould fiifier 
themfelves to be fo far blinded by the mifl of party-pre* 
judice^ as to hazard all future pretenfions to candour, by 
making fo ilUfounded an attack ; an attack which ended 
fo much the more to their difgrace, as fir George, in the 
courfe of his defence, took occafion to arraign his in^ 
ftrudions very freely, and, as Burnet peeviihly expreflles 
himfelf, " took but little cari ef a miniftry, which (ac- 
cording to the bifliop's account) had taken fo much of 
him." This is ever the event of party-difputes of this 
5nature : if the perfon accufed is able to vindicate his owii 
tharader, by (hewing the fault, if any, to have arifeil 
from the impropriety of his infirudions, the charge in* 
Jlantly takes a new grouhd ; the public delinquent is me* 
tamorphofed into a private one \ the crime of mrfconduA 
is fhiftcd to the fin of ingratitude, for having fo bafely 
(deferted thofe who had ever been his friends* 

Early in the month of April 1704, fir George was 
again ordered to take upon hiiYi the chief comtnand of 
the fleet. He had projeded an enterprife, which, if he 
had pofTeifed the means of carrying into execution ac* 
cordmg to his fird intention, would, in all prt:4)abjlityy 
liave been fucccfsful. 

He propofed the fleet fhould rendexvous early, 
dnd fail immediately for the bay of Bifcay, where, in all 
probability, it might be pofltble to furprife, and either 
to take or deftroy fuch of the enemy's mips as might be 
then at Rochfort or Port Louis. By the middle of April 
he had colle£led eighteen (hips of the line ; and nothing 
ran more ftrongly prove his honeft zeal for the fervice of 
his country, than his earneftly preflTmg, as he did, for 
, permiflion to fail with this very inconfiderable force, 
without waiting for the junftion of the Dutch, who, 
according to their ufual praflice, were extremdy dikfory 
in putting to fea. That propofal was not at firft affented 
to : foon afterwards a feverc fit of the gout compelled 
him actually to defire to refign the command ; he fortiK 
nately recovered, in a fmall degree, before this rcqutft 
was complied with, and, though in a very weak infirm 
Hate, put to fea immediately. 

Campbell very properly obferves, '< this condufl does 
not appear like that of a maa who had not the fuccefr 
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©f the expedhion nmcli at heart; for, though fme mek 
trified with the <0ain tf their tmntryy yet certain^ no man^ 
%MM had common Jisn/e, ever played the fool with his Mn health 
mndfafetjr 

On the 2ld of Jnne fir George returned with the fleet 
to St. Helen's, without having been able to efFeft any 
fervice worth commemorating, farther than that of pf otfe6l- 
ing our commerce by confinmg the enemy in port* Hil 
ftnts^nifts, not contetJt with this paflive kind of exploit, 
again took occafion to i-eprobate his condud^'and be'^ 
caufe he was compelled to go immediately to Bath fot 
the recovery of his health from a fcvere fit of the gout, 
they fcrupled not to aflcrt that his indifpofition was fifti* 
ttoiis, occafioned merely hy his difmtjjionfrom command. The 
fallacy of the aflertion in both inftances quickly became 
apparent, fir George pcrfeftly recovering his health by a 
timely attention to it, and being continued in his high 
ftation, as no one could more worthily fill it. 

Early in the year I7d4> fir George was chofen to com* 
mand (he fquadron deftined to convoy to Lifton Charles 11 1 • 
who was fupported by Britain in his claim to the throne of , 
Spain. The (hips began to rendezvous at PortfmoutH 
early in the month of February ; and the king {hewing; 
the utmoft impatience to proceed to his deflined port^ 
the admiral exhibited a wonderful inftance of attachment 
to the wiibes of his noble paffenger, by offering to pro* 
ceed even with the fmall force then colIcSed, without 
waiting for the Dutch, provided the reinforcement to be 
fent after him was put under the orders of fir Cloudefley 
Shovel. If ever we infilled, or even fuppofed, for a mo- 
ment, that any particular fet of political principles could 
influence the condufi of a Britim officer, or bias him ta 
the fmalleft degree from what he on all occafions thought 
the true and genuine interefts of his country, here is t 
complete refutation of that fuppofition, — If there is any 
fuch thing as party^ no man can deny that the worthjf 
perfon pitched upon by fir George as his fupporter oil 
the prefent occafion, w^s the idol of thofe who profefled 
what were called different principles, and had been ia 
the uniform habit of exciting a mod pointed perfonal 
oppofition to him. Let the condud of this worthy ad- 
miral in making Ua. choice, and that of the perfon 1# 
£ e a cboTen^ 
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chofen, be a fufficient proof to every future age, that the 
ridiculous diflin<EUoo« of parties extft only in the brains 
of narrow-minded politicians, who leave us juft room to 
fufpe£l the flerling value of /&»> honour by their attempts 
to debafc that of others, andiink it to their own ftandard. 

Sir George's prc^fal being accepted, he failed from 
5t. Helen's on the 12th of February*, and, after a very 
profperous voyage, arrived fafe at Lifbon on the 25th of 
the lame month. The admirars advice on this occafion 
has been moft defervedly applauded, and is, as has been 
clfewhere remarked, a very diftinguiflied proof of his 
zeal for the fervice of his country and the intereft of its 
allies. The difadvantages he laboured under by putting 
to fea with fo fmall a force, the danger he ran of en- 
countering a fuperior enemy, and the I0& of his own 
future reputation, the certain confequence of difafler, 
^ere all difregarded when put in competition with the 
public advantages. Charles the Third was truly fen-^ 
iible of his merit, and rewarded it with his mod cordial 
cfteem. 

On his arrival at Lilbon a pundilio arofe> which, un* 
der a iefs able and prudent commander than himfelf^ 
might at leaft have impeded the common caufet;. but 

it 



* * He had railed once before, but had been compelled to pcu baci 
in a violent gale of %iriad. 

-f A di rpute wliether the finglifli flag flx>uU not be finick as fooo at iW 
king of Portugal came on board, and continue (b till the two kings 
n-ached the fliore. This wac che requeft of the king of Portugal* 
The admiral replied, ** thar while his catholic majefty (the king of 
Spain) continual on board, he might order che flag ao he ftruck when* 
ever he pieafed; but tliat at- foon as U fidtud ikt Jfnpj the faprean 
command reding with the admiial, be was obliged to execute htf 
commiflsoa by hoifling hie flag /'—a condu^l which fufficieoUy aflericd 
the honour and conlcquence of the.£nglifii flag, without ^<*n|j ;«f 
richer of the ioverei^*. 

^ Prevfons to hii; filing on this expeditiott, 4|ae€a Anne wrote 
fir George the following letter, for the coainniaicacioa of which m 
■re much indebted to vice«adaiiralBuckner. 

" St. James's, Jan. ««, 1704, 
; ** You having reprefented that the king of Spain feemed deiiraiis^ 
4ipoa the (irO change of the wind, to make the beft of his way 10 
Li(bon with fueh clean ihips as (hall be io readinefii for the fervuei 
^asd this azat^r fcquidug ^ gnuicfi fiscrecy^ I chiak it p ipper t» 
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it quiclcly ended in the propofition m*fe by the ad- 
miral himfelf. The bufinefs being thus amicably tenni- ' 
ndtedy a fqiiadron of feventeen ihips, which were after- 
wards encreafed to twenty-two, were detached to cruife 
off Cajpe Spartell. On the 9th of March fir George 
htmfelf put to fea with the remainder of his force, and 
returning to Lifbon, after a month's cruife, without 
meeting the enemy*, he there found orders from Eng- 
land to fail for the Streights, for the relief of Villa Franca 
and Nice. His promifed reinforcement was not yet ar- 
rived, and Charles the Third was extremely preiling that 
iir George ihould efcort the fleet deftined for the invafion 
of Catalonia, 

From this multitude of difficulties our admiral extri- 
cated himfelf with the gieateft adroitnefs. Obeying the 
didates of his natural zeal, he declared to the prince of 
HeiTe D'Armftadt, Charleses general, his willingnefs to 
convoy to Barcelona the force intended for the attack of 
that city. The troops being accordingly embarked, the 
w^ole fleet reached its deftination on the i8th of May. 
The land*force, which did not con fid of more than two 
thoufand men, being landed on the following day, and 
iiound by their own general perfe£Uy inadequate to fo 
great an undertaking, he himfelf iirfl propofed their re- 
embarkation. This account, fhort as it is, mufl, in the 
eyes of every impartial perfon, be fufficient to exculpate 
the admiral from the fmalleft mifcondu£t; yet fuch has- 
been the malice of Burnet, that he has taken more than i 
common pains to perfuade the world the failure of the ' 
expedition was entirely owing to fir George, who pe- 
remptorily refufed to continue before the place longer ' 
than three days t. 
^ On 

E've you orders in my o«^ hand to pay the fame obedience to th» 
ng of Spain as to the time and manner of his fettii^ fail, and as to 
the Dumher of (hips which ihall be in rcadioefs to attend him, asyoii 
vould do to myfelf, X am 

your very affcfUonatc friend, 

ANNE R.»» 

* The detachment firft fent out under the orders of rear admiral 

Dilbcs captured two Spanifh galleons, mounting fixty guns each ; ior 

the particulars of which fuccefs, fee his Life, Vol. ll. ^ 

f Campbell has, on this very occafion, given as a note an extract 

from afpeech made by the duke of Argyle, which ia i[^ honoufi^>)e 
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On the 2ift of M^y he (ailed for the Iflands of Hierts 

with the fleet> which wab, in fome degree, difperfed in • 

Ele of wind it encountered on its pauage thither ; it 
d, in great meafure, re afiembled on the zyth, when he 
got fight of a fquatiron of French (hips of war/which it 
was refolvedy in a council of war*, to chace, and, if pof- 
iible, cut off from Toulon. It was moreover agreed, 
if this (hould prove impradicable, to {ail for Liibon, 
and wait for the expe&ed reintorceoient under Shovel, a$ 
no doubt was entertained but that the Ihips they were 
then in fight oi were the Brefl: fquadron, vvhich, if it ihdul4 
unfortunately effc£l a junfiion wi^h the Ihips in Toulon, 
would render the loiiger continuance of the Engliih ad-* 
IJjiraf in the Mediterranean, with his very fmail force, 
extremely hazardous, and moi\ probably fatal. 

This refolotlon was carried irito execution in conie- 

2ucnce of the efcape of the French into Toulon ; an4 
r George had the good fortune, on. the idthof June, 
two days after he had palled the Streiehts, to meet off 
Cape Lagos fir Cloudeiiey, who was icnt to reinforce 
him with thirty-three ihips of the line of battle. Oni 
Ttccivifig this very forniidable addition to his force, the 
admiral immediately called a council ol' war ^ to debate 
what enterprize they ihould undertake that would be 
moft injurious to the enemy, and honourable to the caufe 
of the allies. Many exploits, more particularly a fecond 

«a excolpiatioo of fir George's cbnader, ihat wc cannot refift tli« 
fonptatton of re-inferting it here.—" As for what has been fliea- 
dpned in relation to admiral Rooke, we know, my lordc, the hiftorv 
firom which it was taken : it is a ftory of bifhop Barnci's iq his tiiU 
fory of his own Times ; and thofe who havr Ut in this houfe witii 
that prelate, mufi know he was a very credulovts weak man. I re> 
menioer hira, my lords, in this houfe; and 1 likewife remember that 
jDy lord HtHfax, my lord Somen, and hts othrr friends in the faooici 
were always in a terror when he rofe up to fpeak, left he fltonld in- 
j»ie their uufe by fome blunder. With regard to what he fays abont 
admiral Rooke, 1 know I have heard it from thofe that were pre^ 
fent, that the greateft part of it is a dowmif^ht lie* The bifliop, ft 
is well known, was no friend to Ihat admiral, and therefore he eafily 

r: credit, «s he generally did in like cafes, to every malicious ftory 
heard of him."-— ^ilift. and Proceed, of the Houfe of LordsL 
VoLVIL p.375. •■ ^ 

^ ^' WithoQt which fanQion hardly any thing was evdr imderukea 
lyr the coma^aders-in* chief in thofe days. 

■ ^t^ck 
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attack on Cadiz, were propofed and abandoned, not only 
for want of a fuflicicnt land force to co-operate with -the 
navy, but alfo becaufe the admiral was reftrained by his 
inftruAions from attempting any thing without the joint 
confentof the kings of Spain and Portugal, which, as they 
feldom agreed in a>ny point, was extremely difficult to ob« 
tain, and proved a mod ferious impediment to the fev* 
vice. 

Sir George, however, being confcious of the murmurs 
that would be excited by the inaftivity of fo formidable a 
fleet, refolved at tail to attempt fome exploit that fliould 
at lead exonerate him from fuch an odium. The attack 
of Gibraltar was the meafure refolved on in council, and, 
as it is well known to all, performed with the greateft 
fuccefs ; fo that we fcarcely know which moft to admire, 
the ability which planned, or the vigour which executed 
it. The author of his memoirs obferves, " it was agreed, 
on all hands, that the town was extremely ftrong ; and 
had an hundred guns mounted, all facing the Tea and the 
two narrow paflages to the land, and was well fuppUt4 
with ammunition ; and nobody but our brave feamen, unde? 
the prudent diredion of fuch an admiral, could have maf-r 
tered it, fince fifty men might have defended thofc works 
againft thoufands. It is to (ir George Rooke, and his 
tritons, that we are beholden for our fidt footing in Spain^ 
and for layine the foundation of our fubfequent advan* 
tages in that kingdom, let. the malice of infidious and 
unreafonable men fuggeft what it will to the contrary.'* 

This exploit was atchieved with fuch inconfiderabie 
lofs, that it would not be well credited, had it happened 
at a period fo remote that it were poflible to* draw over it 
the beautiful veil of hiftoric doubt, which on fome occafions. 
is fo much admired. To the capture of this important 
fortrefs fucceeded a naval tranfadion, which may be 
confidered as having eclipfed even the moft important of 
thofe occurrences in which Rooke bore fo diftinguilhed ^ 
part. This event was the battle of Malaga^ \t required 
no ordinary fl^are of ingenuity to depreciate the valour 
;^nd conduS of fir George ; yet an unformnate <ompa«» 
yifon, made by his friends, between this a£tion and the 
battle of Blenheim, fought by the duke of Marlbo^-ougix 
about the fame tim^, accompHfhed ^very thing that his^ 
:^ e i^ ^rjemjp.^ 
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enemies could have wiflied. Indiflvrent perfons coniidor 
not the condu<£l of a commander ; they regard only the 
quantum of his fuccefs, and though the bravery of the 
admiral will certainly bear the ftri6left comparifon with 
that of the general, yet as the vidlory of the former was 
unattended by thofe fplendid trophies which graced thofe 

• of the other, it funk in merit with the populace, in propor« 
tion as the other rofe in what was deemed national profit. 
The cannon, the prifoners, the military cheft taken by the 
duke, were ridiculoufly weighed againil the flight of the 
count deTholoufe, and found deficient. The enemies of 
Rooke continued invidioufly to call for thofe proofs of 
triumph which fortune only, and not condudl, d<;- 
nied, till the people of England were almoil convinced 
thei r fleet had been defeated, becaufe that of their enemi^ 
had not been annihilated. 

The account given of this a£lion, by the admiral, has 
been fo repeatedly tranfcribed by hiflorians as to render 
it improper to inlert it : we (hall, however, fupply the 
deficiency by a relation of it much more curious ; a rela- 
tion extraded from fir George Rooke*s own JournaU 
which, befides the circumftance of its being hitherto lefs 
known to the world, muft be confidered more interefting, 
as it contains many particulars that are not publifhed in 
the detail already given to the world, and becaufe remarks 
and obfervations, made on the inftant of an event, bear a 

. greater probability of conveying to us faSs, in their ge- 
nuine itate, than does a relation deliberately writte(i| 
though with the intervention of a few days only. 

Ext, fir G, Rooke's Journal, Aug. 13, 1704, 
** This morning we were within three leagues of the 
enemy, who brought- to with their heads to the fouth- 
wacdand formed their line, the wind ftill continuing eaft- 
erly. We fteej-ed down upon them until ten o'clock, or 
half an hour part, when, being at little more than a muflcet 
fhot diftance, I was forced to make the fignal and begiii 
the battle ; the enemy fetting thejr fails, and feemlng to 
intend to crowd a-hcad of our van \ the fight was main- 
tained on both fides with great fury, for three hours. 
Their van then beg^n to give way to ours, as their rear did 
afterwards. But feveral of our Ihips, as well of mine as 
jhe rear-^dfliif al of th<? red and white divifions, were forced 
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tD go out of the Yiw^ fome being di&bled, but mod for 
want of (hot, fo that the body of their fleet fell very heavy 
upon my (hip, the St. Geor», Shrew(bury and Eagle, the 
kft of which towed out of the line alfo, for want of Ihot, 
two hours before night, fo that we were much (hattered 
and difabled* The enemy's line confifted of fifty-two Ihips 
and twenty-four galleys j their (hips, moft of them, were 
large. Their line was formed very ftrong in the centre, antf 
weaker in the front and rear, this defed they endeavoured to 
fupply by their galleys, which were, moft of them, 
ppfted in thofe quarters, 

" It has been the (barpeft day's fervice that ever I faw; 
and what was moft extraordinary, every officer in the 
fleet performed their duty without the leaft umbrage or 
reflexion : and I never obferved the true Englifh fpirit 
more apparent in our feamen than on this occafion, Th^ 
engagement lafted till about feven o'clock, when the enemy 
bore away and left us, Moft of the mafts and yards in 
the fleet were wounded to an irreparable degree. The 

captains flain were, fir And. Lake and Cow. Thofe 

wounded, viz. captains Baker, Myngs, Jumper, Mighelli, 
and Kirkton. Many lieutenants and warrant officers flain 
• and wounded, of whom I have not yet got a particular 
account. Sir Cloudefly Shovel, and the other flag office4[5 
of our front and r^ar, fay, the enemy did not behave 
themfelves well in thofe quarters. I am fure thofe in the 
centre did their duty very gallantly and heartily. We 
. lay by all night repairing our defe6ls, 

** At noon Cape Malaga N. by E. feven leagues. 
** Aug. 14, 1713. This morning the wind backed 
northerly, and fo to the weftward. We lay by all night 
repairing our defedls, as did the enemy till the evening, 
and then they filled and plyed away to the weftward. In 
the evening 1 called a council of flag officers. I ordered 
as equal a diftribution of (hot as I could, to fit the fleet foir 
another day's engagement, 

" At noon Cape Malaga N. by E. nine leagues. 
** 15, This morning, about ten o'clock, we had a 
fmall breeze eafterly, with which we bore upon the 
enemy till four o'clock in the afternoon : being within four 
leagues of them, and being too late to engage before night, 
I did, by jidvice of the Englifli flag-officers, bring-to with 

9 Ott( 
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our head to the northward, and lay by all night, anj wait 
a frefli levant. 

** At noon Targa Head S. W. by S. fix leagttes. 

*' i6. This morning not feeing the enemy, or any «f 
their fcouts, to leeward of tis, we concluded that they 
were put away to the Streight's mouth, fo that we bore 
away W . and W. by N. till fix o'clock in the evening* 
Being hazy weather, and we not fure of our diftance 
from the land,- we brought-to with our heads to the 
tiorthward, and lay by with a little wind and a great 
eaflern fea all night. This afternoon the Albemarle^ » 
Dutch (hip of fixty-four guns, blew up and loft all her 
men except nine or ten." 

Campbell pays a juft and very elegant compliment to 
Rooke by faying, the (kill of the admiral, and the bravciy 
of the officers and feamen under his command, fupplied 
all defeds*, and enabled them to give the French fo clear 
a proof of their fuperiority o\'er them, in all refpeds, at 
fea, that they not only declined renewing the fight at pre- 
fent, but avoided us ever after, and durft not venture a 
battle on that element during the remainder of the war. 
It may, therefore, be juftly faid, the battle of Malaga 
decided the empire of the fea, arid left to the Englifh and 
Dutch an undifputed claim to the title of maritime pstoersv 

Every attempt made by the Englilh to renew the adion 

5)rovcd unfuccefsful. After keeping the fea fome days 
ir George put into Gibraltar, where, having in forae 
degree refitted his (hips, and ftored that garrifon with all 
the provifions and ammunition he could fpare from his 
abfolute neceflities, he made, according to his inftruc- 
tions, the necelTary detachment for the Mediterraneaa 
fervice, which he left to fir John Leake. This done he 
failed with the remainder, confiding of thirty-four (hips 
of the line and fome fmaller veflels,"on the a4th of 
Auguft, and arrived at Portfmouth on the 24th of the fol- 
lowing month, without having loft a fingle (hip in the 
courfe of his long voyage, either by accident or the enemy,. 

* Several of the (bips, particularly thofie of the red fquadroo wba 
had been employed juft before in the attack upon Gibraltar, were 
obliged to bear out of the line for want of fliot ; for this fome of ibe 
commandeis were brought to a court-marti^it «U^b ftUlyioflified ^ 
ncccfljty by ao honourable 'acquittal^ 

acir* 
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a circumftance which muft be admitted truly flngular, 
when we refleft on the two great events, the capture of 
Gibraltar and the battle of Malaga, which muft ever ren- 
der it memorable. 

His reception by his fovereign was cordial, by the people 
it was aiFeaionate ; yet thefe marks of public approba- 
tion were not fufficient to fecure to him a life unperlecuted 
by thofe, who, as his merits and favour with the greater 
part of the nation encreafed, ftrove to fwell their enmity 
in the fame proportion. The addrefs of the houfe of 
commons to the queen, in which Blenheim and Malaga 
were both treated with the fame applaufe, appeared to 
have ferved as an additional incitement to their anger*: 
and when they found themfelves unable to prove the de« 
feat of the allied fleet, they were obliged to content them« 
felves with faying, it did little or mthingy and that the con-' 
fiiB at Malaga waSy at befty but a drawn battle, 

Thefe repeated marks of i n veteracy at length fucceeded 
in alienating the mind of fir George from the fervice. 
From this time he exchanged the buftle, the fatigue of 
fo great a command, together with the envy and hatred of 
his public and avowed enemies, for tbe calm tranquil- 
lity of private life, and the general love and efteem of 
thofe who were fortunate enough to know him. 
It has been obferved, that nothing is more difficult 
to attain, than the chara6ler of that man nho has been, 
with diflerent perfons, fo much the objed of love and 
hatred: that he (hould have been the former, furpri fes 
us not in the fmalleft degree ; but we confefs ourfeives 
to have no fmall difficulty in accounting for the latter. 



* Tbe following candid thoogh fpiritcd remark is made hy 
Campbell on the coodud of fir George's opponents. ** This, and 
fomc other add re fles of the like oatui e^ala^med the mini A<ry extremely} 
and they took fo much pains to hinder iir Gcoree Rook from receiv* 
ing the compliments ufual upon fuch fucceflcs, that u became viHble 
ke muft either give way, or a change very fpeedily h.ippen in admini* 
^ration. Ac length fir George perceiving that, at he rofe in ctedit 
"with his country, he loft his intercft with thofe at the helm, refolve4 
to retire from public bufinefs, and prevent the affairs of the nation from 
receiving any diflurbance upon his account Such is the cffe5l of 
party fptrit in general; fuch its dangerous and dcflrufiive cffedswitli 
vefpcd to the welfare of the fiatc." 

iJii 



Digitized by 



Google 



4aS lives AHD CHAKACTEKS OT 

His condu£l in political concerns was not of that im^ 

petuoos nature likely to betray hitn into violence , nor 
were his principles fuch as ever engaged him i& any of 
fhoKe intrigues with the adherents of the banifbed pan of 
ibe houfe of Stuart, for which fome of his cotcmpofaries 
Ifcavc been fo much cenfured. His ireaf cringe appearsto 
have been> according to a quaint and well-known term^ that 
hewasn /^r^. The true definition to be given of a delinquent 
of this kind is fingularly curious : it wasa perfon zeak>nfly 
attached to the church* and thofe principles of govern* 
nent wider which the proper authority of kings was crer 
maintained in the greateft fplendor^ and mod perfe£t hap* 
pinefs to the people. Continued feuds, diffenfjons, and 
tumults ever grew out of thofe tenets which inculcated a 
contrary opinion. Pretended patriotifm, repubUcanifm» 
tumult and rebellion, always follow e^ch other as caufc 
and effect. 

This was well known to William the Third: he 
revered the principle, though neceffity compelled him to 
difavow it; he eAeemed, he entertained the moderate 
men of the party^ as the choiceft fupporters of his throne. 
He was, through the neceflity of the times, fometimes 
obliged to treat thofe as enemies, whom, according to the 
didlates of his incHnation, he would gladVy have ranked 
among his deared friends^ Happy are the prefent days 
when fuch ridiculous dillin(flions have ceafed ; when truQ 
patriotifm and loyalty are fynonymous and indiviftble 
terms, and fovereigns know no other tenets than juftice, 
and the general good! 

To that part of fir George Rooke's condufl which 
more particularly concerns his charafter as an officer, no 
perfon has prefumed to objeft. His prudence, his ability,* 
his bravery ftand, we will not fay unrivalled, but we can, 
with the greateft truth, pronounce them unexcelled by the 
moft popular of his cotcmporaries. He pofleffed a won- 
derful coolnefs, even in the heat of aftion, which enabled 
him to a£i with that caution neccffary to counteraS a 
wary enemy : and though he poU'efied the fire of Alex- 
ander, he took care to temper it with the circumfpeclion 
of Fabius. His conducS to thofe whom he was appointed 
to command was endearing in the higheft degree. Ever 
attentive to their refpedive merits, he aAed as an impar^ 
lialjudge; and, to thofe who dcferved it, as a fmcere 

friends 
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friend. All diiTinftion of fartie^ on fuch ocodions, lie 
ddptied and fpuraod: and contemplated a great afti<>i^ 
Wfith moft pleafure when he had it in his power to re- 
ward it properly. 

To his political integrity he added an hon^y ncrt to be 
corrupted by avarice, or thofe opportunities of gain whick 
fome have not had the lirmnefs to refift. He is reported lo 
have made the folio winghoneft and pathetic anfwer to thofe 
vrho were prefent at the execution of his will, and expref- 
fed their i'aAoniihment at the narrownefs of his <ircQnv* 
fiances, — '^ I do mt kave much, but what I heme was hmefilj 
g9tien\ ii never cojl a Jailor a tear^ or the nation a farthing^ 
After this ihort and Jufl account of his fortune, all praiie 
and panegyric become tinneceffary. 

He had beengrievoufly affliftcd with the gout for fome 
year^ previous to his death, which, indeed, was prinoi- 
pally owi;2g to this diftemper, and happened on the 24di 
of January 1 708-9, in the 58th year of his age* He was 
thrice married, firlt to Mrs. Howe, daughter of fir Thou 
Howe, Bart* of Cold Berwick in the county- of Wilts; 
fecondly to Mrs. Mary Lutterel, daughter of colondi 
Francis Lutterel^ of Dunfler Caftle, Somerfetfhire, She 
died in child4)ed of her firft child in the month of Jul]^ 
1702-3*- And, laftly, to Mifs Catherine Knatchbull^ 
daughter of fir Thomas Knatchbull, of Merfham Hatch, 
in the county of Kent. He left only one fon, George, 
who was born of the fecond wife, and became fole heir to hia 
fortune. His executors, from the very commendable defire 
of perpetuating his memory, erecSled a very noble monu<- 
ment in Canterbury Cathedral. It was the tribute of 
friend/hip, and therefore deferves to be revered i but the 
fame of this great man (hall continue in the page of hif- 
tory when the joiarble record has mouldered into dufi. 

* On the death of this Udy, queen Anne wrote him, with her own 
liand, the following letter of coodolence^ which is preferved ia die 
Britiih Mufeuin. 

'* I am fo cpncerned for the great affli^ion which hath befallen you 
that I cannot forbear letting you know the compalTion I have for you. 
I think you are of (b great importance to my fervice, that if any 
aifurance of my favour can help to fupport you under it, you may de- 
pend upon mc* 

Sloanian MSS, 4^93 • 

The 
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The epitaph * is given by Campbell \ but, as it affbrcta 
% very concife and accurate account of the principal oc- 

cufrencea 
- — — - 

Geo R CI I RooKE militis, ^ 

GULIELMI RooRE militU filii, 

Angli?e vice-admirali 

Ob I qutntum eft hiftorne in ifto nomine 1 

At ipMitillttni bic titulis potit eft enarrare ; 

Frofugicatibui ex A cie Gallrs aono m o c x c 1 1» 

Ipfe aperta cymbula. 

Immiftus tormentorum globia 

Imbribuf^ue glandium 

(Tot Gillis teflibus credite pofleri) 

Uhnccs primus flammaa aptant* 

Naves Bellicas x 1 1 1, juxta La Hogue combuflit 

Compofiiis debinc inter Suevom ct Danum 

Sommo conGlio, et jufiitia difcordiis; 

£t pacato feptentnone, ad meridiem fe convertit 

Itenimque exufta aat cape a ad Vigonem 

Toca PrcGdiatrice hofiium Clafle» 

Atque onerariis immcnfae roolis argcoto foetia 

In Patriam felicitcr adduots, 

Opimam przdam, fide inregerrima 

In erariam publicum deportavit. 

Gibraltariam copiis ntvaiibuA 

Paucioribus boris cepir* 

Quam poftea mcnfibus irrito conata 

iuftus obfidcbat excrcitus. 
^t eidem fere imprefTione 
Infim^flimam Galonim dafl^ 
Inferior miilto viribus, 
ConGlio et fortitudine longe fuperior 
Non denuo in acicm prodituram, profligavit* 
rCarolo III, ad folium "^ 

Sic '•< Hifpantis ad libertatem >Viam apemit 

(^ Europae ad pacem j 

His atqae aliis exant latis laboribua 
. ^^'^^ Chrifiiano, 

Ob fgregiam in Ecclefiam pietatem 

Ob ndem Gulielmo magno, 

Et AsKx Optima 

SanQiflirae femper przftitam ; 

Ob nomen Britannicum per terrarum orbcflt 

AmpHficanim et decoratumj 

Non titulos fuperbos 

Non opes invidiofas, 

Kec inanes vulgi piaufusi 

Sc4 
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dnrrences of his life, we have Inferted tt nofwithftuidiiig 
its length, thinking this account would be othei wife in« 
cooipkte. 

SHERWIN, WiUtami — is known only as h»viiig 
commanded the Lilly dogger in 1673. 

SMART, Alexandter, — was, at the fame time, made 
captain of the Woolwic^h floop. 

SMITH, William,— fcrved as lieutenant of thef Lion 
in 1667, and in the following year of the Defiance. In 
1673 he was promoted to the command of the William 
dogger. ^ 

SUMERS, John,— commanded the Caftle firefhip in 
1673. He had no other appointment till the niptuf9 
was expedlcd with France in 1678 ; in which year he was, 
on the 30th of April, made fecond lieutenant of the Royal 
Catherine. 

TAPSON, Richard,— was, on the 15th of Septonbef 
1670, appointed fe6ond lieutenant of the Adventure. 
On the 9th of AuguA 1 673, he was promoted to the com- 
mand of the Mermaid ; and, on the expedation of a waf 
with France in 1678, was^ on the 12th of April* appointed 
<Saptain of the Adventure. 

TOSYER, John,— was, on the 31ft of January 1673^ 
made lieutenant of the Stayeereen, and foon afterwards* 
promoted to the command of the fame {hip. He had no 
other appointment till the I2th of November 1677, whea 
he was made captain of the Hunter«. On the 5tti of Sep*» 
tember 1682, he was made commander of the boatt at 
Chatham ; and, on the t ith of July 1686, of the Saphire. 
He was fent foon afterwards to the Mediterranean, where^ 
in the month of June 1688, he had the good fortune to 
drive on (bore a Sallctine corfair that had coniraerably 
ob{lru£led our commerce. He returned from this ftation, 
with a convoy, in the month of May 1689, fome months 
after the revolution had taken place; and, as we do not 
find any mention made of him after this time, it is mod 

Sed optima mentis confcientiaai, 

Bonorum amorcm omnium 

Otium in patcrnis fedibus 

£t mortem in CoriOo conceflit Deus. 

OUit xxiV die Januar. anno aetat. fuae LViil Chrifti, 

MOCCVill. 
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jprobable he died or retired from the fervice immeduitel/ 
0D his return. 

WATSON, William,— was, on the 5th of January 
1673, made commander of the Buck dogger, and fooa 
afterwards of the Chatham floop* 

WATTS, James, — after having ferved as lieutenant of 
the Triumph in 1666, as fecond lieutenant of the Sove- 
teign In 1672, as (econd, and foon afterwards firft lieute- 
jnant of the St. Michael in 1673, was, on the 30th of 
&ptember in the fame year, made conmiander of the 
Auguftine hired ihip of war. 

• WEYMEYS, John>— coDunanded the Hare dogger in 

WHITE, Thomas, — ^was made captain of the Hard 
Bargain in the fame year. 

WYE, Richard, — was appointed commander of the 
Hound floop in 1673. 

■ YOUNG, Anthony,— was, in the beginning of the 
tear 1673, made fecond captain of the Royal Charles, on 
board which (hip prince Rupert had hoifted his ftandard. 
When his highnefs removed into the Sovereign captain 
Young accompanied him thither in the fame ftation ; and 
Uras foon afterwards promoted, by the prince hiihfelf, who 
appears to have been always his friend, to be commander 
of the Plymouth. He was immediately employed as a 
cniifer in the Channel, and had the good fortune to cap- 
ture, foon afterwards^ a large Dutch privateer mounting 
thirty-fix guns. 

• On the 1 2th of April 1678, he was appointed com- 
mander of the Rainbow ; and, on the 26th of May 1679, 
was removed into the Unicorn : after which time we do 
not find any mention made of him* 
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